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LI F E 

D r T H E LA T E 

Mr. JONATHAN WILD, 

THE GREAT, 

— , -^ 

B O O K L 

CHAP. L 

Shewing tie ivhch/cme ufes dranx)^ from recordifig thi 
•utchie'vements of thofe wonderful produSlions of nature 
<-«//(?</ Great Men, 

AS it is neceflary- that all great and furpriiing 
events, the deligns of which are laid, con**- 
duded, and brought to perfeAion by the ut- 
mofl force of human invention and art, i?ioold bepro- 
duced by great and eminent «!en, fo the lives of luch 
«Tiay be jaftly and properly ftyled the qninteffence of 
hiftory. In thefe, when delivered to us by fenfible 
writers, we are not only moft agreeably entertained, 
but moft ufefully inftru6led : for beiides the attaining 
^ence ,a confummate knowledge of human nature ia 
^neral ; of its fccret fprinffs, various windings, and 
perplexed mazes ; we have nere before onr eyes lively 
examples of whatever is amiable or deteftable, worthy 
t>f admiration or abhorrence, and are confequently 
taught, in a manner infinitely more effedual than by - 
pj-ecept, whfet we aye eagerly to imitate or cwcCxxWf 
to avoid. 
^ Vol. V. B "R^it 



2 The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 

But befides the two obvious advantages of furvey- 
ing, as it were in a pi6lure, the true beauty of virtue, 
and deformity of vice, we may moreover learn from 
Plutarch, Nepos, Suetonius, and other biographers, 
this ufeful leiTon, not too hallily, nor in the grofs to 
beftow either our praife or cenfure ; fmce we fliall 
often find fuch a mixture of good and evil in the fame 
charadler^ that it may require a very accurate judg- 
ment and a very elaborate inquiry to determine on 
which fide the balance turns : for tho' we fbmetimes 
meet with an Ariftrides or a Brutus, a Lyfander or a 
Nero, yet far the greater number are of the mixt kind^ 
^ neither totally good nor bad ; their greate/l virtues be^ 
ing obfcured and allayed by their vices, and thofe 
again foftened and coloured over by their virtues. 

Of this kind was the illuftrious perfon whofe hiftory 
we now undertake ; to whom, tho' nature had given 
the greateft and moll fliining endowments, ihe had not 
given them abfolutely pure and Without alloy. Tho' 
he had much of the admirable in his character, as much 
perhaps as is ufually to be found in a hero, I will not 
yet venture to affirm that he was entirely free from all 
defedls ; or that the fharp eyes of Cenfure could not 
fpy out fome little blemilhes lurking amon^ft his many 
great perfeftions. 

We would not therefore be underilood to afFciSl giv- 
ing the reader^ perfeft or confummate pattern of hu- 
jnan excellence ; but rather, by faithfully recording 
fome little imperfedions, which fhadowed over the 
luilre of thofe great qualities which we ihall here re- 
cord, to teach the leflbn we have above mentioned ; 
to induce our reader with us to lament the frailty of 
human nature, and to convince him that no mortal, 
after a thorough fcrutiny, can be a proper objed of 
x)ur adoration. 

But before wc cater on this great work, we muft 
endeavour to remove fome errors of opinion which 
mankiad have, by the difin|cenuity of writers, con- 
trailed : for thefe, from their fear of contradiding J 
the obfulete and abfurd. dodrines of a fet of fimple 
fellows, called, in deriilon, fages or philoibphers, have 
endeavoaredj as much as poi&ble, to confound the 

ideas 
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ideas of greatnefs and goodnefs ; whereas no two things 
can poflibly be more diftinil from each other ; for 
Greatnefs coniiils in bringing all manner of mifchief 
on mankind^ and Goodnefs in removing it from them. 
It feems therefore very unlikely that the fame perfon 
ihould poifefs them both ; and yet nothing is more 
ufual with writers, who find many inftances of great- 
nefs in their favourite hero, than to make him a com- ' 
pliment of goodnefs into the bargain; and this, with- 
out confidering that by fuch means they deftroy the 
great perfedlion called uniformity of chara6ler. In 
thehiftories of Alexander and Caefar, we are frequent- 
ly, and indeed impertinently reminded of their be- 
nevolence and generofity, of their clemency and kind- 
nefs. When the former had with fire and fword over- 
run a vaft empire, had deftroyed the lives of an im- 
menfe number of innocent wretches, had fcattered ruin 
und defblation like a whirlwind, we ahe told, as an ex- 
ample of his clemency, that he did not cut the throat 
of an old woman, and ravifh her daughters, but was 
content with only undoing them. And when the 
mighty Caefar, with wonderful greatnefs of mind, 
had deftroyed the liberties of his country, and with 
all the means of fraud and force had placed himfclf 
at the head of his equals, had corrupted and enfla ved the 
greateft people whom the fun ever faw ; we are re- 
minded as an evidence of -his generofity, of his lar- 
geifes to his followers and tools, by whofe means he 
had accoraplifhed his purpofe, and by whofe afTiftance 
he was to eftablilh it. 

Now, who doth not fee that fuch fneaking quali- 
ties as thefe are rather to be bewailed as imperfedions, 
than admired as ornaments in thefe great men ; rather 
obfcuring their glory, and holdingthem back in thtir 
race to greatne^, indeed unworthy the end of which 
they feem to have come into the world, <vi'z* of per- 
petrating vaft and mighty mifchief? 

We hope our reader will have reafbn juftly to ac- 
quit us of any fuch. confounding ideas in the follow- 
ing pages ; in which, as we are to record the actions 
of a great man, fo we have no where mexiUCi^^t^ -^.vvnj 
(fzxk of goodnefs, which had difcovwed W^\i ^\x\\«: 
B 2 ^vC\>c^\Vj 



4 The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 

faintly in him, orinore glaringly in any other perfoa, 
but as a meanriefsandimperfedlion, difqualifving them 
for undertakings wliich lead to honjour ancf efteem a^ 
mong.men. 

As our hero had as little as perhaps is to be found 
of that meannefsj indeed only enough to make him 
partaker of ^he imperfedlion of humanity, inflead of 
the perfeAion of DiaboHfm, we have ventured to call 
him Th£ Gr£at ; nor do we doubt but our reader, 
when he hath perufed his flory, will concur with us 
in allowing him that title« 

CHAP. If. 

•Gi'ving an account cf as many of our heron's anceftors as 
can be gathered out of the ruhbijh of antiquity^ ijohich 
hath been carefully Jifted for that purpofe, 

IT is the cuftom of all biographers, at their en- 
trance into their work, to Hep a little backwards 
!(as far, indeed, generally as they are able) and to 
trace up their hero, as the ancients did the river Nile, 
till anr incapacity of proceeding higher puts an end 
to their fearch. 

What firft gave rife to this method,^ is fbmewhat 
.difficult to determine. Sometimes I have thought that 
the hero's, anceftors have been introduced as foils to 
himfelf. Again I have imagined it might he to ob- 
viate a fufpicion that fuch extraordinary perfonages 
were not produced in the ordinary courfe of nature, 
and may have proceeded from the author's fear that 
if we were not told who their fathers were, they might 
be in danger, like prince Prettyman, of being fup- 
pofed to have had none. Laftly, and perhaps more 
truly, I have conjectured that the defign of the boi- 
g/apher hath been no more than to Thew his great 
learning and knowledge of antiquity. A defign to 
which the world hath pjobably owed many notable' 
difcoveries, and indeed moft of the labours of our 
' antiquarians. 

ByT whatever original this cuftom had, it is now 
too well eftabliftied to be difputed. I (hall therefore 
conform to it in the ftri£teft manner. 

Mil. 
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Mr. Jonathan Wild, or Wyld, then (for he him^ 
felf did not always agree in one method of fpelling. 
his name) was defcended from the great Wolfstan 
Wild, whocam^ over with Hen gift, and diilinguifhcd' 
himfelf >/ery eminently at that famous fcftival, where 
the Britons were fo treacherouHy murdered by the 
Saxons ; for when tbe word was given, ?. e. Nimet eour 
Saxes y Take out your fv^^ords^ this gentleman, being a 
little hard of hearing, miilook the found for Nemet 
her Sacs, Take out their purfes \ inllcad therefoi e of ap- 
plying 'to the throat, he immediately applied to 
the pocket of hii gueft, and contented him felf with* 
taking all that he had, without attempting his life. 

The next anceftor of oar hero, who was remark- 
ably eminent, wks Wild, furnamed Langfanger, or 
L«ngfinger. He flourifhed in the reign of Henry IIIv 
and was flridlly attached to Hnbert de Burgh, whofe 
friendfhip he was recommended to by his great excels 
knee in an art, of which Hubert was himfelf the in- 
ventor : he could without the knowledge of the pro- 
prietor, with great eafe and dexterity, draw forth a' 
man's purie from any part of his garment where it 
was depofited, and hence he derived his furname. 
This gentleman was the iiril of his family who had 
the honour to itkfFer for the good of his country : o» 
whom a wit of that time made the followinjfepitaphr^ 

O Jhame 6" Juftice, Wild // hang^d^ 
For thatten he a pocket Jang* d. 
While fafe old. Hubert, and Bis gang. 
Doth pocket 0^ the nation fang* 

Langpanghr. left a fon named Edward, whom ho 
had carefully inftrufted in the art for which he himfelf 
was fo famous. This Edward had a grand Ton who 
ferved as a volunteer under the famous Sir John^ 
FalftafF, and by his gallant demeanour, fo recom- 
mended himfelf to his captain, that he would have 
certainly been promoted by him, had Harry the fifth 
kept his word witb his old campanion. 
■ After the death of Edward, the family remained 
in fome obfcurity down to the reign of Charles the 
■ firft, when/ajnes WiJd diftingu\ftic4 Vkuxife\lQTL\ic>^ 
B 3 i\^«^ 
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fides the queftion in the civil wars, paffing from one 
to t'other, as heaven feemed to declare itfclf in fa- 
vour of either party. At the end of the war, James 
not being rewarded according to his merits, as is 
vfually the cafe of fuch impartial perfons, he affoci- 
ated himfelf with a brave man of thofe times, whofe 
name was Hind, and declared open war with both 
parties. He was fuccefsful in feveral adlions, and 
fpoijed many of the enemy; till at length, being 
overpowered and taken, he was, contrary to the law 
of arms, put bafely and cowardly to death, by a com- 
bination between twelve men of the enemy's party, 
who, after fome cohfultation, unanimoufly agreed on 
the faid murder. 

This Edward took to wife Rebecca the daughter 
of the above-mentioned John Hind, Efq; by whom he 
had ifTue John, Edward, Thomas, and Jonathan, and 
three daughters, namely Grace, Charity, and Honour. 
John followed the fortunes of his father, and fufFering 
with him, left no iffue. Edward was fo remarkable 
for his companionate temper, that he fpent his life 
in foliciting the caufes of the diftrefTed captives in 
Newgate, and is reported to have held a ftrid friend- 
ihip with an eminent divine, who folicited the fpi ri- 
tual caufes of the faid captives. He married Editha, 
daughter and coheirefs of GeofFry Snap, Gent, who 
long enjoyed an office under the high IherifF of Lon- 
don and Middle fex, by which, with great reputation, 
he acquired a handfome fortune : by her he had no 
iifue. Thomas went very young abroad to one of 
our American colonies, and hath not been iince heard 
of. As for the daughters, Grace was married to a 
merchant of York(hire, who dealt in horfes. Charity 
took to hufband an eminent gentleman, whofe name 
I cannot learn ; but who was famous for fo friendly a 
difpoiition, that he was bail for above a hundred per- 
fons in one year. He had likewifc the remarkable 
humour of walking in Weftminfter-hall with a ftraw 
in his (hoe. Honour, theyoungeft, died unmarried. 
She lived many years in this town, was a great fre- 
quenter of plays, and ufed to be remarkable for diftri- 
buting oranges to all who would accept of them. 
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Jonathan married Elizabeth, daughter of Scragg 
Hollow, of Hockley-in-the-Hole, Efq; and by her 
had Jonathan, who is the illuftrious fubjed of thefe 
memoirs. 

CHAP. IIL 

Tht birth 9 parentage, and education nf Mr* Jonathan 
\VM the Great. 

IT is obfervable, that nature feldom produces any 
one who is afterwards to adl a. notable part on 
the ftage of life, but fhe gives fome warning of her 
intention ; and as the dramatic poet generally pre- 
pares the entry of Gvtry confiderable charadcr, with 
a folemn narrative, or at Icaft a great flourifii of drums 
and trumpets ; fo doth this our Jlma Mater by fome 
ihrewd hints pre-admoni(h us of her intention, giving 
us warning as it were, and crying : 

' Venienti occurrite morho. 
Thus Aftyages, who was the grandfather of Cyrus, 
dreamt that his daughter was brought to bed of a 
vine whofe branches overfpread all Afia ; and He- * 
Cuba, while big with Paris, dreamt that flie was de- 
livered of a -firebrand that fet all Troy in flanges ; fo 
did the mother of our Great Man, while fhe was with 
child of him, dream that Ihe was enjoyed in the night 
i>y the gods Mercury and Priapus. This dream 
|)uzzled all the learned aflrologers of her time, feem- 
mg to imply in it a contradidlron ; Mercury being the 
god of ingenuity, and Priapus the terror of thofe who 
^ra^ifed it. What made this dream the more won- 
derful, and perhaps the true caufe of its being re- 
membered, was a ¥ery extraordinary circumftance, fuf- 
ficiently denoting fomething preternatural in it ; for 
tho* fhe had never heard even the name of either of . 
thefe god«, fhe repeated thefe very words in the morn- 
ing, with only a fmall miftakeof the quantity of the 
latter, which fhe chofe to call Priapus inflead of Pr/- 
«/«/ ; and her huiband fwore that though he might 
poffibly have named Mercury to her (for he had 
heard of fuch a.heatheo god) he iie\«\iv\^ Yvl^ ^ci\iW 
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have anywife put her in mind of the other deity, with 
whom he had tio acquaintance. 

Another remarkable incident was, that during 
her whole pregnancy fhe conftantly longed for every 
thing fhe faw ; nor could be fatisfied with her wifh, 
unlefs fhe enjoyed it clandeflinely ; and as nature, by 
true and accurate obfervers, is remarked to give us no 
appetites witliout furnifhing us with the means of gra- 
tifying them ; fo had fhe at this time a moft marvellous 
glutinous quality attending her fingers, to which, as 
ro birdlime, every thing clofely adhered that fhe 
handled. 

I'o omit other flories, feme of which may be per- 
haps the growth of fuperflition, we proceed to the 
birth of our hero, who made his firfl appearance on 
thi^ gr^at theatre, the yery day when the plague firft 
broke out in 1665. Somi? fay his mother was deliver* 
ed of him in a houfe of an orbicular or round form 
in Covent- Garden ; but of this we are not certain. 
He was fome years afterwards baptized by the famous 
Mr. Titus Gates. 

Nothing very remarkable pafs'd in the years of 
infancy, fave, that as the letters 7)6 are themoft dif- 
ficult of pronunciation, and the laii which a child at-* 
tains to the utterance of, fo they were the firft that 
came with any readinefs from young ipafler Wild, 
Nor mull we omit the early indications which he gave 
of the fweetnefs of his temper ; for tho* he was by no 
means to be terrified into compliance, yet might he 
by a fugar-plum be brought to yourpurpofe ; indeed, 
to fay the truth, he was to be bribed to any thing, 
which made many fay, he was certainly horn to be a 
Great Man. 

He was fcarce fettled at fchool before he gave marks 
of his lofty and a fpi ring temper ; and was regarded 
by ail his fchool- fellows with that deference, which 
men generally pay to thofe fuperior geniuses who will 
cxadl it of them. If an orchard was to be robb'd. 
Wild was confttlted, and tho' he was himfelf feldom 
Concerned in the execution of the defign, yet was he 
^vvays conccrter of it, and treafurer of the booty ; 
(OBjie Uttle p^rt of «hiQh he would now and then, witi^ 

wonderful 
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wonderful generofity, bellow on thofe who took it. 
He was generally very fecret on thefe occafions ; but 
if any offered to plunder of his own head, without 
acquainting Mailer Wild, and making a depofke of 
the booty, he was fure to have an information againfb 
him lodged with the fchooi- mailer,- and to be feverely 
punifhed for his pains. 

He difcovered fo little attention to fchool-Iearning,, 
that his mailer, who was a very wife and worthy man,, 
ibon gave over all care and trouble on that account^ 
and acquainting his parents that their Ton proceeded 
extremely well in his fludies, he permitted his pupil: 
to follow his ownv inclinations, perceiving they led', 
him to nobler purfuits than thefcience; which are ge- 
nerally acknowledged to be a very unprofitable lludy, 
and indeed greatly to hinder the advancement of men- 
in the world ; but tho' mailer Wild was not ellcemed- 
the readieil- at making his exercife, he was univerfally 
allowed to be the moll dexterous at ftealing it of all 
his fchool-fellows : being never detefted in fuch fur- 
tive compofitiottSj nor indeed in any other exercita- 
tions of his great taleats, which all inclined the fame' 
way, but once, when he had laid violent hands on a 
bolok called Gradus ad Parnaffum^ i. e. A ftep tonvards 
Barnaffus \ on which. account his mailer, who was a 
man of mofl wonderful wit and fagacity, is faid to 
have tolJ h?m, he wiihed it might not prove in the 
event Gradus ad Patibuluffty i. e. A fiep toxvards the 
^alloQMs, 

But tho' he would not give himfelf the pains re- 
quifite to acquire a competent fufhcicncy in the learn- 
ed languages, yet did he readily liften with attention 
to others, efpeciallywheii they tranflated the claffical 
authors to him ; nor was he in the leaft backward, 
at all fuch times, to exprefs hii approbation. He was- 
wonderfully pleafed with that paflage in the eleventh 
Iliad, where Achilles is faid to have bound two fons of 
Priam upon a mountain, and afterwards to have- rc- 
leafed them for a fum of money. This was, he laid, 
alone fufficient to refute thofe who affedled a contemplf 
for thc-wifdom of the ancients, and an undeniable' 
B J teftvTOAti>t 
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tcftimony of the great antiquity of * Priggifm. He 
was ravilhed with the account which Neftor gives in 
the fame book, of the rich booty which he bore off 
(/. e, ftole) from the Eleans. He was defirous of hav- 
ing this often repeated t6 him, and, at the end of 
every repetition, he conftantly fetched a deep figh, and 
faid, // 'was a glorious booty* 

When the Itory of Cacus was read to him out of 
the eighth iEneid, he generoufly pitied the unhappy 
fate of that great man, to whom he thought Hercules 
much too itvtxt : one of his fchool- fellows commend- 
ing the dexterity of drawing the oxen backward by 
their tails into his den, he fmiled, and with fome 
difdain, faid. He could ba've taught him a better nvay. 

He was a paffionate admirer of heroes, particular- 
ly of Alexander the Great, between whom and the ' 
late King of Sweden he would frequently draw pa^ 
rallels. He was much delighted with the accounts 
of the Czar's retreat from the latter, who carried off 
the inhabitants of great cities to people his own coun- 
try. This, he faid, ivas not once thought of by Alex- 
ander ; but, added, perhaps he did not ^want them, 

Happy had it been for him, if he had confined 
himfelf to this fphere ; but his chief, if not only 
blemilh was, that he would fomctimes, from an hu- 
mility in his nature too pernicious to true greatnefs, 
concefcend to an intimacy with inferior things and 
perfons. Thus the Spanilh rogue was his favourite 
book, and the Cheats of Scapin his favourite play. 

The young gentleman being now at the age of 
feventeen, his father, from a foolifh prejudice to our 
univerfities, and out of a falfe, as well as exceffive 
regard to his morals, brought his fon to town, where 
he reiided with him till he was of an age to travel. 
Whilft he \\as here, all imaginable care was taken of 
his inftru6lions, his father endeavouring his utmoft to 
inculcate principles of honour and gentility into his 
fon. 

CHAP. 

• This word in the cant languages fignifies thievery. 



The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 1 1 

CHAP. IV. 

Mr. Wild* s^rfi entrance into the wuorU, His acquaint* 
a nee ijoith Count La Rufe. 

AN accident happened foon after his arrival in 
town, which almofl faved the father his whole 
labour on this head, and provided mailer Wild a bet- 
ter tutor than any after care or expence could have 
furnifhed him with. The old gentleman, it feems, 
was a Fx)LLowER of the fortunes of Mr. Snap, fon 
. of Mr. Geoffry Snap, whom we have before mention- 
ed to have enjoyed a reputable office under the (herifF 
of London and Middlefex, the daughter of which 
GcofFry had intermarried with the Wilds. Mr. Snap 
the younger, being thereto well warranted, had laid » 
violent hands on, or, as the vulgar exprefs.it, arreft- 
cd one count La Rufe, a man of confiderable figure . 
in thofe'days, and had confined him to his own houfe, 
till he could find two feconds, who would in a formal 
manner give their words that the Count fhould, at a 
certain day and place appointed, anfwer all that one 
Thomas Thimble a taylor had to fay to him ; which 
Thomas Thimble, it feems, alledged that the Count 
had, according to the law of the realm, made over 
his body to him. as a fecurity for fome fuits of cloaths 
to him delivered by the faid Thomas Thimble. Now, 
ai the Count, tho' perfedlly a mau of honour, could 
not immediately find thefe feconds, he was obliged for 
"fome time to refide at Mr. Snap's houfe : for it feems . 
thelawof the land is, that whoever owes another lol. 
or indeed 2 1. may be, on the oath of that perfon, 
immediately taken up and carried away from his own 
houfe and family, and kept abroad till he is made to 
owe 50 1. whether he will or no ; for which he is, per- 
haps, afterwards obliged to lie in gaol ; and all thefe 
without any trial had, or any other evidence of the 
debt than the abovefaid oath, which if untrue, as, it 
often happens, you have no remedy againfl the per- 
jurer; he was, forfooth ! miftak^n. 

But though Mr. Snap would not, (as perhaps by 
the Dice rules of honour he was o\i&g5i\ ^\!K^^to^^^^ 
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Count oiv his parole ; yet did he n<Jt, as by tlie ftri^ 
rules of law he was eiKibled, confine him to hi* 
chamber. The Count had his liberty of the whole 
Houfe, and' Mr. Snap ufing only the precaution of 
keeping his doors well locked and barred, took his 
prilbner's word that he would not go forth. 

Mr. Snap had by his fecond lady two daughters, 
who were now in the bloom of their youth and beauty.. 
Thefe young ladies, like damfels in romance, com- 
paffionated the captive Count, and endeavoured by. all 
means to make his confinement lefs irkfome to him ; 
which, though they were both very beautiful, they 
could not attain by any other way fo effedually, as 
by engaging with him at cards, in which contentions, 
as will appear hereafter, the Count was greatly (kiU 
ful. 

As whilk and fwabbers was the game then in thft- 
chief vogue, they were obliged to look for a fourth 
pcrfon, in order to make up their parties. Mr, Snap 
Jhimfeif would fometimes relax his mind from the vio* 
lent fatigues of his employment, by thefe recreations ;.; 
and fometimes a neighbourihg young gentleman^ or 
kdy, came in to their afliflance : but. the moft fre- 
quent gueil was young mailer Wild, whp had been ■ 
educated from hi& infancy with the Mlfs Snaps,, 
and was, by all the neighbours, allotted for the huf- 
band of MiiTs Tifhy, or Lstitia, the younger. of the 
two ; for though* being his coufin-rgerman, fhe wa$, 
.perhaps, in the eve of. a llrift confcience, fomewhat 
too nearly, related to him.; yet the old .people on both 
fides, though, fufficiently fcrupuk)ua in nice .matters, 
agreed to overlook this obje^lion... 

Men of great genius as e^fily difcover^one another/ 
as free mafons»can». It was therefore no wonder that 
*the Count foon conceived an inclination to an inti- 
.?|acy with.our young hero, whofe vaft abilities cotild 
not be concealed from one of the Count's difcera- 
mept ; for though this latter was fo expert at his cards, 
that he was proverbially faid to play the ^uibole gamt^ 
Jie was no match formafter Wild, who, inexperienced 
as he was, notwrthltanding all the art, the dexterity, 
-iwwi oficlnkg fiMTtimf ^"tis adVerfary^ neyer failed to 
, . fo»d 
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fend him away from the table with lefs in his pocket 
than he brought to it ; for indeed Lanfanger himfclf " 
could not have extracted a purfe with more ingenuit)^ 
than our young hero. 

His hands made frequent vifits to the Count V 
pockety before the latter had entertained any fufpi- 
cion of him, imputing the feveral lofTeshe fuflainod 
rather to the innocent and fprightly &olic of Mifs 
Dofhy». or Theodoiia, with whicn, as (he indulged 
him with littla innocent freedoms-. about her perfon in 
neturn^ he thought himfelf obliged to be contented-; 
but one night, wneii Wild imagined the Count afleep^ . 
he made fb unguarded an attack upon him^ that the 
other caught him in the fa£t : however, he did noc 
think proper to acquaint him with the difcovery he 
had made ; but preventing him from any booty at 
that time>. he only took. care for the future to button 
his pb6kets>. and to pack, the cards with double iiK- 
duftry^ ^ 

So far was this- detection from caufing any quarrel: 
between thefe two Prigs*,, that in reality it recom- 
mended them to each other ; for a wife man^ that is 
to fay a rogue^ confiders a trick in life, as a gams- 
fter doth< a trick at play. It. fets him on his guard; 
but he admires- the dexterity of^ him who plays it. 
Thefe therefore, and many other fuch inftances of in-. 
genaity, operated fo violently on the Count, that 
. notwithllandine; the difparity which age, title, and. 
above all, drefs, had fet between them,, he refolved. 
to enter into an acquaintance with Wild- This foon 
produced a perfed intimacy/ and that a friendfhip, 
which had a longer, duration than is common to that 
jKiflioa between- perfons who only propofe to them- 
' felves the common advantages of eating and drinking, . 
whoring, or borrowing money ; which ends as they 
foOn fail,' fo doth the friendfhip founded oppn them. 
Mutual intereil, the greateft of all purppfes, was tke 
cement of this alliance, which nothing, of cnn^* 
^uence, hut fuperior intereftwjis capable of diffolv* 
ing. 

f T!sicvet« 
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CHAP. V. 

A dialcgue het<ween jfoung Mafter Wild and count La 
Rufe, ijohich, halving extended to the rejoinder, had ■ 
a 'very quiet ^ ^^fy» ^^d natural conclujion, 

ON E evening after the Mifs Snaps were retired 
to reft, the Count thus addreffed himfelf to 
young Wild : *' You^cannot, I apprehend, Mr. Wild, 
*« be fuch a ftranger to your own great capacity, as 
•' to be furprifed when I tell you, I have often viewed, . 
*« with a mixture of aftoniAment and concern, your 
*' fhining qualities confined to a fphere, where they 
*' can never reach the eyesof thofe who would intro- 
** doce them properly into the world, and raife you 
*< to an eminence, where you may blaze out to the ~ 
«' admiration of all men. 1 alTure you I am pleafed 

-<« with my captivity, when I refled, I am likely to : 

• «* owe to it an acquaintance, and I hope friendihip, 
*' with the greateft genius of my age ; and, what is 
*' ftill more, when 1 indulge my vanity with a pro- 
«* fpedl of drawing from obfcurity, pardon theexpref- 
** fion, fuch talents, as were, I believe, never before 
*' like to have been buried in it : fori make no quef- 
«* tion, but, at my difcharge from confinement, 
" which will now foon happen, I fhall be a We to in- 
*< troduce you into company, where you may reap 
** the advantage of your fuperior parts. 

** I will bring you acquainted, Sir, with thofe, 
*' who as they arc capable of fetting a true value on 

' «* fuch qualifications, fo they will have it both in their 
"power and inclination to prefer you for them. Such 

- «* an introduction is the only advantage -you want, . 
*' without which your merit might be your misfor- 
** tune ; for thofe abilities which would entitle you 
" to honour and profit in a fuperior ftation, may ren- 

.«c <ier you only obnoxious to danger *and diigrace in a 

'*' lower." , 

•- Mr. Wild anfwered: '* Sir, I am not infenfible 
«* of my obligations to you, as well for the over-va- 
*' lue you have fet on my iipaii abilities, as for the 

, ♦« Jdndnds you exprefs in offering to introduce me 
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'* among my fuperiors* I mull own,,jny father hath 
" often perfuaded me to pufh myfelf into thecompa- 
** ny of my betters ; but, to fay the truth, I have an 
•' aukward pride in my nature, which is better pleafed 
'* with being at the head of the loweft clafs, than at 
" the bottom of the higheft. Permit me to fay, tho' 
*' the idea may be fomewhat coarfe, I had rather 
*• ftand on the fuftimit of a dunghill, than at the 
*' bottom of a hill in paradife : I have always thought 
*' it iignifies little into what rank of life I am thrown, 
" provided I make a great figure therein ; and Ihould 
•' be as well fatisfied with exerting my talents well at 
*' the head of a fmall party or gang, as in the com- 
•* mand of a mighty army : for I am far from agree- 
** ing with you, that great parts are often loft in a 
** low iituation ; on the contrary, I am convinced it 
** is inapoflible they Ihould be loft. I have often per- 
•' fuaded myfelf, that there were not fewer than a 
** thoufand iii Alexander's troops capable of perform- 
^* ing what Alexander himfelf did. 

"But becaufe fuch fpirits were not elefted or def- 
*' tinedto an imperial command, are we therefore to 
*' imagine they came off without a booty? or that 
*' they contented themfelves with the ihare in com- 
^* mon with their comrades ? Surely j no. In civil 
** life, doubtlefs; the fame genius, the fame endow- ** 
«* ments have often compofed the ftatefman and the 
•*^ prig : for fo we call what the vulgar name a Thief. 
** Tlw fame parts, the fame aftions often promote 
*' men to the head of fupcrior focieties, which raife 
•*' them to the head of a lower ; and where is the eifen- 
*^ tial difference, if the one ends on Tower-hill, and 
•* the other at Tyburn ? Hath the block any pre- 
" ference to the gallows, or the ax to the halter, but 
** what was given them by the ill-guided judgment of 
*• men? Ycfu will _ pardon me therefore, if I am not 
** fo haftily inflamed with the common outfide of 
«« things, nor join the general opinion in- preferring 
•* one ftate to another. A guinea is as valuable in a 
** leathern as in an embroidered purfe ; and a cod's 
«* head is a cod's head ftill, whether in a pewter ot^ 
^' filverdiih." 
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The Count replied as follows : ** What you have; 
** now faid doih not lefTen my idea of your capacity ; 
" but confirms my opinion of the ill eiFefts of bad 
*" and low company.. Can any man doubt, whether 
•' it is better to be a great ftateiinan, or a common 
** thief?. 1 have often heard that the devil ufed to fay> 
** where, or to whom, 1 know not, that it was better 
** to reign in Hell,. than to be a valet..de chambre in 
" Heaven, and perhaps he was in the right ; but furc 
^ if he had had the choice of reigning in either, he 
** would have chofen betten- The truth therefore is^ 
•* that by low. oonv^rfation we contract a greater awe 
** for high things than they deferve.. We decline 

/* great purfuits not from contempt, but defpair. The 
** man who prefers, the high road to a more reputable 
•* way of making his fortune,, doth it becaufe he 
** imagines. the: one eaiier than the other;, but yo« 
*' yourfelfhave afTerted, and with nndpubted truth, 

/' that the fame abilities qualify you for undertakings 
** and the fame means will bring you to your end in 
*^ both journies ; as in mufic, it is the fame tune 
•• whether, you play it in a higher or a lower key^ 

"To inilance in fome particulars : Is it not the fame 
*' Qualification which enables this man to hire him- 
'* ielf as a fervant, and to get into the confidence 

/' and fecrets of his mafter,, in order, to rob him, and 

.•*'that to undertake trufts of the higheft nature with 
** a deiign to break and betray them ? Is it lefs diffi- 
** cultbyfalfe tokens to deceive a fhop-keeper into- 
** the delivery of his. goods, which you afterwards 
" run away with, than to impofe upon him by out- 
** ward fplen dor, and the appearance of fortune, in- 

.*' to a credit by which you gain, and he lofes twenty 
** times as much? Dothitnotrequire more dexterity 
*' in the fingers to draw out a man's purfe from his 
*' pocket, or take a. lady's watch from her fide, 
** without being perceived ofr any, an excellence in 
•^ which,, without flattery, I am.perfuaded you have 
♦* no fupericr, , than to cog a die, or to Ihuffle a 
** pack of cards ? Is it not as much art, as maay ex- 
*' cellent qualities, required to. make a pimping por- 
*' ter at a common bawdy-houfe, as would enables 

" man* 
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** man to proftitute his own or his friend's wife or 
*• child? Doth it not aOc as good a memory^ as 
*' nimble an invention, as ileady a countenance, to 
** forfwear yourfelf in Weftminfter-hall, as would 
*' furniih out a complete tool of ftate, or perhaps a 
'• ftatefman himfelf ? It is needlefs to particularize 
** every inftance ; in all we fhall find, that there is 
" a nearer connedlion between high and low life than 
** is generally imagined, and that a highwayman is 
*' entitled to more favour with the great than he ufu- 
*' ally meets with. If therefore, as I think I have 
'* proved, the fame parts which qualify a man for 
** eminence in a low fphere, qualify him likewife for 
*' eminence in a higher, fure it can be no doubt in 
*' which he would chufe to exert them. Ambition, 
*' without which no one can be a great man, will im- 
'*' mediately inllrudl him, in your own phrafe, to pre- 
** fer a hill in paradifc to a dunghill ; nay, even fear, 
** a paflion the moil repugnant to greatnefs, will (hew 
** him how much more fafely he may indulge himfelf 
*' in the full and free exertion of his mighty abilities 
** in the higher, than in the lower rank : Since ex^ 
*' periencc teaches him, that there is a crowd oftener 
•' m one year at Tyburn, than on Tower-hill in a 
*' century.'* Mr. Wild, with mucltfolemnity, rejoin- 
ed, /* That the fame capacity which qualifies a Mill- 
^* ken*, a Bridle-cull f, or a Buttock and File t> to 
'* arrive at any degree of eminence in his profeflion, 
*' would likewife raife a man in what the world 
'* eileem a more honourable calling, I do not deny ; 
'* nay, in many of your inflances it is evident, that 
** more ingenuity, more art are neceffary to the lower, 
^* than the higher proficients. If therefore you had 
*' only contended, that every Prig might be a ftatef. 
** man if he pleafed, I had .readily agreed to it ; but 
** when you conclude, that it is his intereit to be fo, 
*' that ambition would bid him take that alterna- 
f* tive, in a word, that a ftatefman is greater or hap- 
** pier than a Prig, I muftdeny my aflent. But, in 
*' comparing thefe two together, we muft carefully 

* A Houfcbreaker. -f- A Highwaymant % A Shoplifter* 
Terms ufsd ui the Cant Dl^ionary, 
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*' avoid being mifled by the vulgar erroneous eftiraa- 
** tion of things : for mankind err in difquifitions of 
'* this nature, as phyficians do, who, in confidering 
" the operations of a difeafe, have not a due regard 
** to the age and complexion of the patient. The 
** fame degree of heat, which is common in this con- 
*' ilitution, may be a fever in that ; in the fame man- 
'* ner that which may be riches or honour to me, may 
** be poverty or difgrace to anc/ther : for all thefe 
*' things are to be eftimated by relation to the perfon 
** who poffefTes them. A booty of lol. looks as great 
** in the eye of a Bridle-cull, and gives as much real 
** happinefs to his fancy as that of as many thoufands 
S^ to the ftatefman ; and doth not the former lay out 
** his acquifitions in whores and fiddles, with much 
f * greater joy and mirth, than the latter in palaces and 
?* piftures ? What are the flattery, the falfe com- 
** pliments of his gang, to the ftatefman, when he 
•* himfelf mull condemn his own blunders, and is 
*'. obliged againft his will to give fortune the whole 
f* honour of his fuccefs ? what is the pride, refult- 
*' ing from fuch Iham applanfe, compared to the fe- 
'* cret fatisfadlion which a Prig enjoys in his mind in 
*' reflefting on a well-contrived and well-executed 
" fcheme ? Perhaps indeed the greater danger is oir 
M the Prig's fide ; but then you muft remember, that 
f the greater honour is fo too* When I mention ho- 
** nour, I mean that which is paid them by their 
" gang ; for that weak part of the world, which is 
** vulgarly called THE WISE, fee both in a difad- 
•' vantageous and difgraceful light : And as the Prig 
** enjoys, and merits too, the greater degree of ho- 
*' nour from his gang, fo doth he fufFer the lefs dii^ 
^* grace from the world, who think his mifdeeds, as 
•* they call them, fufficiently at laft punifhed with a 
" halter, which at once puts an end to his pain and 
** infamy ; whereas the other is not only hated in 
5< power, but detefted and contemned at the fcaf- 
f' fold ; and future ages vent their malice on his fame, 
^' while the other fleeps quiet and forgotten. Befides, 
*' let us a little confider the fecret quiet of their con- 
*' fciences ; how cafy i% the reflexion of having 

" takca 
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*' taken a few fhillings or pounds from a ftranger, 
*' without any breach of confidence, or perhaps any 
*' great harm to the perfonwho lofesit, compared to 
** that of having betrayed a public truft, and ruined 
*' the fortunes of thoufands, perhaps of a great na- 
*' tioh ? How much braver is an attack on the high- 
*' way, than at a gaming-table ; and how much 

^* more innocent the character of a b y-Iioufe 

** than a c 1 pimp ?" He was eagerly proceed- 
ing, when cafting his eyes on the count, he perceived , 
him to be faft aJdeep: wherefore having firft picked 
his pocket of three fhillings, then gently jogged him, 
in order to take his leave, and promifed to return 
to him the next morning to break faft, they feparated : 
the Count retired to reft, and maftcr Wild to a night-* 
cellar. 

CHAP. VI. 

Further conferences hettveen the count and mafter Wild, 
n*>ith other matters of the great kind^ 

THE Count miffed his money the next morn- 
ing, and very well knew who had it ; but, as 
he knew likewife how fruitlefs would be any com- 
plaint, he chofe to pafs it by without mentioning it. 
Indeed it may appear flrange to. fome readers, that 
thefe gentlemen, who knew each other to be thieves, 
fhould never once give the leaft hint of this know- 
ledge in all their difcourfe together; but on the con- 
trary, fhould have the words honefly, honour, and 
friendfhip, as often in their mouths as any other men. 
This, I fay, may appear flrange to fome; but thofe 
who have lived long in cities, courts, gaols, orfuch 
places, will, perhaps, be able to folve the feeming 
abfurdity. 

When our two friends met the next morning, the 
Count (who though he did not agree with the whole 
of his friend's dodlrine, was however, highly pleafed 
with his argument) began to bewail the misfortune of 
his captivity, and the backwardnefs of friends to aflift 
«ach other in their neceffities; but what vexed him^ 
hefaid, moft, was the cruelty of thtCaiit; teVvat.t\.- 
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trufted Wild with the fecret of his having had an in- 
trigue with mifs Theodolia, the elder of the mift 
Snaps, ever fmce his confinement, though he could 
not prevail with her to fet him at liberty. Wild 
anfwered, with a fmile : " It was no wonder a v^o- 
** man Ihould wilh to confine her lover, where fhe 
** might be fure of having him intirely to herfclf ; 
*' hut added, he believed he could tell him a method 
** of certainly procuring his cfcape.'* The Count, 
eagerly befought him to acquaint him with it. Wild 
told him bribery was the fureft means, and advifed 
him to apply to the maid. The Count thanked him, 
but returned, ** That he had not a farthing left be- 
** fides one guinea, which he had then given her ta 
<' <;hange." To which Wild faid, *« Hemuft make 
** it up with promifes, which he fuppofed he wa^ 
•« courtier enough to know how to put off.'* The 
Count greatly applauded the advice, and faid, he 
hoped he ihould be able in tinie to perfuade him to 
condefcend to be a great man, for which he was (o 
perfectly well qualified. 

This method being concluded on, the two friends 
lat down to cards, a circumftaivce which I fhould not 
have mentioned, but for the fake of obferving the 
prodigious force of habit; for, though the Count 
knew, if he woa ever fo much of Mr. Wild, he 
fhould not receive a fhilling, yet could he not refrain 
from packing the cards ; nor coald Wild keep his 
hands out of his friend's pockets, though he knew 
there was nothing in them. 

Whbn the maid came home, the Count began to 
put it to her ; offered her all he had, and promifed 
«ioutains in /uturo; but all in vain, the maid's ho- 
neily was impregnable. She faid, *' She would not 
«' break her trull for the whole world ; no, not if fhe 
** could gain a hundred pound by it." Upon which 
Wild ftepping up, and telling her ; *' She need not 
" fear loiing her place, for it would never be found 
' *' out ; that they could throw a pair of fhcets into 
'^ the ilreet, by which it might appear he got out at 
*' a window ; that he himfelf would fwear he faw him 
<( d^fcending; that the inonexwx>ald be. fo much 

" gains 
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** gains in her pocket ; that, befides his promifes, 
** which (he might depend on being performed, ihe 
*' would receive from him twenty fhillings and nine- 
** pence ia ready money (for fhe had only laid out 
*' .three pence in plain Spanifh ;) and lailly, that be- 
*' fides his honour, the Count fliould leave a pair of 
** gold buttons (which afterwards turned out to be 
'* brafs) of great value in her hands, as sl further 
^* pawa." 

The maid ftill remained inflexible, till Wild of- 
^»>ed to lend his friend a guinea more, and to depofit 
it imofediately in her hands. This reinforcement 
bore down the poor girl's refolution , and fhe faithful- 
ly promifed to open the door to the count that evening. 

Thus did our young hero not only lend his rheto- 
ric, which few people care to do without a fee, but 
his money too, a fum which many a good man wduld 
have made fifty excufes before he would have parted 
with, to his friend, and procured him his liberty. 

B u T it would be highly deragatory from the great 
ckar.a£ler of Wild, fhould the reader imagine he lent 
fuch a fum to a friend without the leafl view of ferv- 
ing himfelf. As, therefore, the reader may eafily ac- 
count for it in a» manner more advantageous to our 
hero's reputation, by concluding that he had fome in- 
terefted view in theCount's enlargement, we hope he 
will judge with charity, efpecially as thefequcl makes 
it not only reafonable, biit nece/Tary, to fuppofe he 
had fome fuch view. 

A LONG intimacy and friendfliip fubfided between 
the Count and Mr. Wild, who being by the advice 
of the Count drefTed iu good cloaths, was by him in- 
troduced into the befl company. They conflantly . 
frequented the affe^iblies, auctions, gaming-tables, 
and play-houfes ; at which laft they faw two ads every 
night, and then retired without paying, this being, it 
feems« aa immemorial privilege which the beaus of 
the town prefcribe for to themfelves. This, how- 
ever, did not fuit WiRl's temper, who called it a 
cheat, and objedled againfl it, as requiring n6 dexte- 
rity but what every blockhead might put in execu- 
tion. He faid it was a cuftom very mu^K (iN^^xvcv^ 
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of the Sneaking-budge ♦, but neither fo honourable 
nor fo ingenious. 

Wild now made a confiderable figure, and paffed 
for a gentleman of great fortune in the funds. Wo- 
men of quality treated him with great familiarity, 
joung ladies began to fpread their charms for him, 
when an accident happened that put a flop to his con- 
tinuance in a way of life too infipid and inaftive to 
afford employment for thofe great talents, which were 
defigned to make a much more confiderable figure in 
the world, than attends the character of a l^au oc 
a pretty gentleman . 

CHAP. VIL . 

Mafler "S^ ii'i> fets out on his travels » and returns homJt 
again. A ijery Jhort chapter ^ containing infinitely 
wore time and lefs matter than any other in the ^whoie 
Jlory. 

WE are forry we cannot indulge our reader's cu- 
riofity with a full and perfeft account of this 
accident; but as there are fuch various accounts, one 
of which only can be true, and poffibly, and indeed 
probably, none; inllead of following the general me- 
thod of hiflorians, who in fuch cafes fet down the va- 
rious reports, and leave to your own conjecture which 
you will chufe, we fhall pafs them all over. 

Certain it is, that whatever this accident was, it 
determined our hero's father to fend his fon imme- 
diately abroad, for feven years; and, which may 
feem fomewhat remarkable, to his majefly*s planta. 
tions in America; that part of the world being, 
as he faid, freer from vices than the courts and cities 
of Europe, and confequently lefs dangerous to cor- 
rupt a young man's morals. And as for the advan- 
tages, the old gentleman thought they were equal 
there with thofe attained in the politer climates'; for 
travelling, he faid, was travelling in one part of the 
world as well as another: it confilled in being fuch a 
time from home, and in traverfing fo many leagues ; 
and appealed to experience, whether moflof our tra- 
vellers 
* ShojViftin^* 
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Tellers ki France and Italy did not prove at their re- 
turn, that they might have been fent as profitably to 
Norway and Greenland ? 

According to thefe refolutions of his father, the 
young gentleman went aboard a ihip, and with a great 
deal of good company fet out for the American he- 
mifphere. The exaft time of his ftay is fomewhat 
uncertain ; moft probably longer than was intended : 
Bat howfoever long his abode there was, it muft be a 
blank in this hiftory, as the whole ftory contains not 
one adventure W( rthy the reader's notice; being in- 
deed, a continued fee ne of whoring, drinking, and 
removing from one place to another. 

To confefs a truth, we are fo aihamed of the (horC- 
nefs of this chapter, that we would have done a vi- 
olence to our hillory, and have inferted an adven- 
ture or two of fome other traveller; to which pur- 
pofe wc borrowed the journals of feveral young gentle- 
men who have lately made the tour of Europe; but 
to our great forrow could not extrad a fingle incident, 
ilrong enough tojuftify the theft to our confctence. • 

When we confider the ridiculous figure this chap- 
ter muft make, being the hiftory of no lefs than eight 
years, our only comfort is, that the hiftories of fome 
men's lives, and perhaps of fome men who have made 
a noifein the world, are in reality as abfolute blanks 
as the.travels of our hero. As, therefore, we ihall 
make fifficient amends in the fequel for this inanity, 
we fhall haften on to matters of true importance, and 
immenfe greatnefs. At prefent we content ourfelves 
with fetting down our hero where we took him up, 
after acquainting or reader that he went abroad, ftaxL 
feven years, and then came home again. 

CHAP. VIII. 

An ad'ueniure nvhere Wild, in the di'vifion of the B^cty, 

exhibits an aftonijhing infiance of Gr£atnes«. 

THE Count was one night very, fuccefsful at the 
hazard- table, where Wild, who was juft re- 
turned from his. travels, was then prefent ; as was 
likewife a young gentleman whofe name was BqIj 
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Bagftiot, an acquaintance of Mr. Wild's, and of 
whom he entertained a great opinion; taking there- 
fore Mr. Bagfhot aiide^ he advifed him to provide 
himfelf (if he had them not about him) with a cafe 
of piilols, and, to attack the Count in his way home, 
promifing to plant himfelf near with the fame arms, 
as a Corps de Refewe^ and to come up on occaiiom 
This was accordingly executed, and the Count ob- 
liged to furrender to favage force what he had in (b 
genteel and civil a manner taken at play. 

And as it is a wife and philofophicalobiervation, 
that one misfortune never comes alone, the Count had 
hardly paffed the examination of Mr. Bagfhot, when 
he fell into the hands of Mr. Snap, who, in company 
uith Mr. Wild the elder, and one or two more gen- 
tlemen, being it feems thereto well warranted, laid 
hold of the unfortunate Count, and conveyed him 
back to the fame houfe, from which by the afliftance of 
Jiis good friend he had formerly efcaped. 

Mr. Wild and Mr, Bagftiot went together to the 
tavern, where Mr. Bagftiot (gencroufly as he thought) 
offered to ihare the booty, and having divided the 
money into two unequal heaps, and added a golden 
fnuff-box to the leffer heap, he deiired Mr. Wild to 
take his choice, 

M*. Wild immediately conveyed the larger ihare 
of the ready into his pocket, according to an excel- 
lent maxim of his : ** Firft fecure what fhare you can, 
** before you wrangle for therelt:" and then, turn- 
ing to his companion, he afked him, with a flcrn 
countenance, whether he intended to keep all that fum 
to himfelf? Mr. Bagftiot anfwered, with fomc fur- 
prize, that he thought Mr. Wild had no reafon to 
complain ; for it was furely fair, at leaft on his part, 
to content himfelf with an equal ftiare of the booty, 
who had taken the whole. ** I grant you took it," 
replied Wild, *' but, pray who propofed or coun felled 
*\ the taking it ? Can you fay, that you have done 
*^ more than executed my fcheme ? and might not 
'* I, if I had pleafed, have employed another, fince 
" you well know there was not a gentleman in the 
<* room but would have taken the money, if he had 
if <* known 
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" known how conveniently and fafely to do it ? That 
*' is very true (returned Bagftiot) but did not I exe-" 
** cute the fcheme, did pot I run the whole rifque ? 
*' Should not 1 ha?e fufFered the whole puniihment 
*' if I had been taken^ and is not the labourer worthy 
" of his hire?. Doubtlefs (fays Jonathan) he is fo, 
*' and your hire I ihall not refufe you, which is all 
•* that the labourer is entitled to, or ever enjoys. I 
" remember when I was at fchool to have heard fome' 
'* verfes, which for. the excellence of their doftrine 
" made an impreflion on me, purporting that the 
*' birds of the air, and the beafts of the field, work not 
** for themfelves. It is true, the farmer allows fodder 
•* to his oxen, and pafture to his fheep ; but it is for 
** his own fervice, not theirs. In the fame manner the 
?* ploughman, the Ihepherd, the weaver, the buiidex:, 
•* and the fbldier, work not for themfelves but others ; 
** they arc conten ted with a poor pittance (thelabour- 
** cr's hire) and permit us the Great to enjoy the 
*' fruits of their labours. Ariftotle, as my mafter 
" told us, hath plainly proved, in the firll book of 
" his politics, that the low, mean, ufeful parr of 
*' mankind, are born flaves to the wills of their fu- 
" pcriors, ^and are indeed as much their property as 
** the cattle. It is well faid of us, the higher order 
•' of mortals, that we are born only to devour the * 
*' fruits of the earth ; and it may be as well faid of 
«' the lower clafs, that they are born only to produce 
^' them for us. Is not the battle pained by the fweat 
'* and. danger of the common fbldier? arc not the 
'* honour and frjiits of the vidory the general's who 
'' laid the fcheme h Is not the houfe built by the la- 
•' hour of the carpenter and the bricklayer? Is it 
" not built for the profit only of the arch'iteft, and 
«' for the ufe of the inhabitant, who could not eafi- 
" Iv have placed one brick upon another? Is not 
" the cloth, or the filk, wrought into its form, and 
" variegated with ^11 'the beauty of colours, by thofe 
** who are forced to content themfelves with the 
" coarfeft aind vileft part of their work, while the profit 
" and. enjoyment of their labours fall to the Ihare of 
** others ? Caft your eye abroad, ?xvid fc^ ^Vo\^\x. 

yoL. V. c *^ \vN*s 
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•* liv^es in the moft magnificent buildings, feafts his 
^* palate with the xnoft luxurious dainties, his eyes 
*' with the moft beautiful fculptures and delicate 
♦• paintings, and clothes himfelf in the £neft and 
*' richeft apparel; and tell me if all ihefe do not fall 
•' to his lot, who had not any the leaft fhare ia pro- 
** ducing all theie conveniencies, nor the leaft abi- 
*' litjr fo to do ? Why then Should the ftate of a Prig * 
<* differ from all others? Or why ihould you, who 
•' arc the labourer only, the executor of my fchcme, 
*' cxpe6l a fhare in the profit? Beadvifed, therefore, 
** deliver the whole booty to me, and truft to my 
•' bounty for your reward." Mr. Bagfhot was fome 

•time filent, and looked like a man thunder-ftruck : 
But at laft recovering himfelf from his fiirprize,* he 
thus began J *f If you think, Mr- Wild, by the force 
•' of your arguments to get the money out of my pock- 
*' et, you are greatly mikaken. What is all this^ 

' *' Unit to me ? i.'— n me, I am a man of honour, , 
*' and though I can't talk as well as. you, by G— d 
^' you A all not make a fool of me ; and if you take 
•" me for one, I muft tell you, you are a rafcal." At 
which words he laid his hand to his piftol. Wild 
perceiving the litte fuccefs the great ftrength of his 
arguments had met with, and the hafty temper of his 
friend, gave over his defign for the prcfent, and told 
3agfhot, he was only in jeft. But this coolnefs with 
which he treated the other's flame had rather the effcdb 
of oil than water. Bagftiot replied, in rage, *' D — o. 
«' me, I don't like fuch jefts ; I fee you are a pitiful 
** rafcal, and a fcoundrel." Wild, with a philofo- 
phy worthy of great admiration, returned, '* As for 
** your abufe, I have no regard to it; but to con- 
*^ vince you, I am not afraid of you, let us lay the 
"** whole booty oit the table, and let the conqueror 
V take it all." And having fo faid he drew out his 

. ^ning hanger, whofe glittering fo dazzled the eyes 
©f Bagfhot, that in a tone entirely altered, he faid, 
" No ! he was contented with what he had already ; 
•* that it was mighty ridiculous in them to quarrel 
'* among themfelves ; that they had common enemies 

*' enough 
* A TMifji 
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^ enough abroad^ ^gainft whom they {hould unite 
"** their coitunon force ; ' that if he had miilaken Wildj 
*^ he was forry for it ; and as for a jeft, he could take 
*• a jeft as well at another.*' Wild, who had a won- 
derful knack of difcovering and applying to the pa^- 
iions of men, beginning now to have a Uttle infight 
into his friend, and to conceive what arguments 
would make the quickeil: impreilion on him, cried 
out in a loud voice, *' That he had bullied him into 
" drawing his hanger, andfinceitwas out, he would 
*' not put it up without fatisfadUon. What fatis- 
** fadion would you have ? (anfwered the- other.) 
'* Your money or your blood, faid Wild. ^Why 
•< lookye, Mr. Wild, (faid Bagfhot) if you want to 
** borrow a little of my part, fince I know you to lie 
'^* a nCan of honour, I don't care if I lend you ;■■ 
•* For though I azii not afraid of any man living,, 
'* yet rather than bteak with a friend, and as it may 
** be neceflarv for your occafions"— — Wild, who 
often declared that he looked upon borrowing to be 
as good a way of taking as any, and, as he called 
it, the genteeleftldiid of fneakingTbuJge, putting up 
hif hanger and fhaking his friend hy the hand, told 
him, he had hit the nail on the head ; it was really 
his prefent neceffity only that prevailed with him 
againft his will j for that his honour was concerned 
to^ay a confiderable fum the next morning. Upon 
which, contenting himfelf with one half of Bag- 
fhot's ihare, fo that he had tliree parts in four of the 
whole, he took leave of ^is compaai'on, and retired t<i 

C H A P. IX. 

Wild pays a <uijtt to Mijs Lsetitia Snap. A defcrif^, 
tion of that lovely young creature ^ attd the Juaefslefs 
ijfue of Mr, Wild'i addrejhs, 

THE. next morning when our hero waked, he 
began to think of paying a vifit to Mifs 1'ifliy 
, Snap ; a woman of great merit, iand of as great gs- 
nerolity, yet Mr. Wild found a prefeat was €v^t mcs^ 
C2 >«^V 
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welcome to her, as being a token of refpcft in her 
lover. He therefore went difedlly to a toy-fliop, and 
there purchafed a genteel fnufF-box, with which he 
waited upon his miitrefs ; whom he found in the mod 
beautiful undrefs. Her lovely hair hung wantonly over 
her forehead, being neither white with, nor yet free 
from, powder; a neat double clout, which feemed to 
have been worn a few weeks only, was pinned under 
her chin ; fome remains of that art with which ladies 
improve nature, (hone on her checks : her body was 
loofely attired, without ftays or jumps; fo that her 
brealls had uncontrolled liberty to difplay their beau- 
teous orbs, which they did as low as her girdle ; a 
thin covering of a rumpled muflin handkerchief aU 
moft hid them from the eyes, fave in a few parts, 
where a good-natured hole gave opportunity to th« 
naked bread to appear. Her eown was a fattin of a 
whitifh colour, with about a dozen little filver fpots 
upon it, fo artificially interwoven at groat diftance, 
that they looked as if they had fallen there by chance. 
This flying open, difcovered a fine yellow petticoat 
beautifuly edged round the bottom with a narrow 
piece of half gold-lace, which was now almoft be- 
come fringe ; beneath this appeared another petticoat 
.Aiffened with whalebone, vulgarly called a hoop, 
which hung fix inches at leaft below the other ; ^nd 
under this again appeared an under garment of that 
colour which Ovid intends when he lays, 

^ta coJer albus erat nunc eft contrarius alhoi, 

She likewife difplayed two pretty feet covered with 
iilk, and adorned with lace; and tied the right 
with a handfomc piece of blue ribband ; the left, 
as more unworthv, with a piece of yellow ftufF, which 
ieemed to have been a ftrip of her upper-petticoat. 
Such was the lovely creature whom Mr. Wild at- 
tended. She received him at firfl with fome of that 
toldnefs which women of flridl virtue by a commend- 
able, though fometimespainful re ftraint, enjoin them- 
fclves to their lovers. The fnuff-box being produced, 
was at firfl civilly, and indeed, gently refufed : but 
OA a iecbnd application accepted. The tea-table u as 
z fboa 
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foon called for, at which a difcou- fe pafTcd betweca 
thefe young lovers, which, could we fet it down with 
any accuracy, would be very edifying as well as en- 
tertaining to our reader; let it fufftce then that the 
wit, together with the beauty of this young creatuie, 
fo inflamed the paffion of Wild, which, though an 
-honourable fort of a paflion, was at the fame time 
fo extremely violent, that it tranfported him to free- 
doms too oiffcnfive to the nice chalUty of J^x-titia j 
who was, to confefs the truth, more indebted to her 
own ftrength for the prefervation cf her virtue, than 
to the awful refoeA or backwardnefs of her lover; 
he was indeed 10 very urgent in his addreffes, that 
had he not with many oaths promifed her marriage, 
we could fcarce have been ilridly jullified in calling 
his paiHon honourable ; but he was fo remarkably at- 
tached to decency, that he never offered any violence 
to a young liidy without the moll earned promifes cf 
that kind, thefe being, he fuid, a cer Aionial d ue to 
female modefty, which coft ib little, and were fo 
ealily pronounced, that the omiflion could arifc from 
nothing but the mere wantonnefs of brutality. The 
lovely Laetitia, either out of prudence, or perhaps 
religion, of which fhe was a liberal profcfl!or, was 
deaf to all his promifes^ and luckily invincible by 
his force; for though fhe had not yet learnt the art 
of well clenching her fift, nature had not however 
left her defencelefs ; for at the ends o^ her fingers (he 
wore arms, which ftie ufed with fuch admirable dex- 
terity, that the hot blood of Mr. Wild foon began ta 
appear in feveral little fpots on his face, and his full- 
blown checks to refemble that part which modefty 
forbids a boy to turn up any where but in a pnblic 
fchool, after fome pedagogue, ftrong of arm, hath 
exercifed his talents thereon. Wild now retreated 
from the conflidl, and the victorious Laititia, wirh 
becoming triumph and noble fpirit, cried out, *' D — n 
*' your eyes, if this be your way of Ihewing your love,. 
" rU warrant I gives you enough on*t.'' She then 
proceeded to talk of her virtue, whi:h Wild bid her 
carry to the devil with her ; an.d thus our lovets 
parted^ 

C 3. C^ ^^' 
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C H A P. X. 

A dif co-very of fome matters concerning the chafte Lse^tiff, 
'which mufi ^wonderfully furpri^ey and perhaps ajfeit 
§ur reader. 

MR. Wild was nofooner departed, than thefarr 
conqu^refs opening the door of a.clofet, calK 
ed forth a young gentleman, whom (he had there en- 
clofed at the approach of the other. The name of 
this gallant was Tom Smivlc. He was clerk to an at- 
torney, and was indeed the greateft beau, and the 
greateft favourite of the ladies, at the end of the town 
where he lived. As we take drefs to be the character- 
iltic or efficient quality of a beaa, we fhall, inilead 
of giving any ch|^ader of thisyoiing gentleman, con- 
tent ourfelves with defcribing his drefs only to our 
reader*. He wore, then, a pair of white ftockings on 
his legs, and pumps on his feet ; his buckles were n. 
large piece of Pinchbeck plate,, which almoft covered 
his whole foot. His breeches were of red pli;(h, which 
hardly reached his knees; his waiflcoatwas a white 
dimity, richly embroidered with yellow filk, ovet 
which lie wore a blue plufh coat with metal buttons, 
a fmart fleeve, and a cape reaching half way down 
his back. His wig was of a brown colour, covering 
Almoft half his pate, on which was hung on one iide 
a little laced hat, but cocked with great fmartnefs. 
Such was the aecompliihed Smirk> who, at his iffir- 
ing forth from the clofet, was. received with open 
arms by the amiable Laetitia. She addrefled hinv by 
the tender name of dear Tommy ; and t<^d him (he 
had difmifled the odious creature whom her father in- 
tended for her hufband, and had now nothing to in^ 
terrgpt her happinefs with him. 

Here, reader, thou muft pardon us if we flop a 
while to lament the capriciouuiefs of nature in form- 
ing this charming part of the creation, defigned to 
complete the happinefs of man ; with their foft in- 
.nocencc to allay his ferocity, with their fprightline^ 
to foothe his cares, and with their conftant friendlhip 
t0 relieve all the troubles and dlfappoiutments which 
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caa happen to him. Seeing then that thefe are the 
blemngs chiefly fought after, and generally found in 
every wife, how muft we lanient that difpofition in 
thefe lovely creatures, which leads them to prefer in 
their favour thofe individuals of the other fcx, who do 
not feem intended by nature as fo great a maiter-picce. 
For farely, however ufeful they may be in the crea- 
tioAy as wc are taught that nothing, not even a loiife, 
is made in vain ; yet thefe beaus, even that moft 
fplendid and honoured, part, which, in this our 
ifland, nature loves to diftinguifh in red, are not, as 
{om^ think, the nobleft work of the Creator. For 
ray own part, let any man chufei to himfelf two beaus, 
let them be captains or colonels, as well dreiTed men 
as ever lived, I would venture to oppofe a iingle Sir - 
Ifaac Newton, a Shakefpear, a Mllcon, or perhaps 
feme few others, to both thefe b-saus ; nay, and I 
very much doubt, whether it had not been better for 
the world in general, that neither of thefe beaiis had 
ever been born, than that it fhould have wanted the 
benefit ariiing to it from the labour of any one of 
.thofe perfons. 

If. this be true, how melancholy muil Be the con- 
fideration, that any fingle beau, efpecially if he 
have but half a yard of r3)bon in- his hat, (hall weigb 
heavier, in the fcale of female afFedion, than twent/ 
Sir Ifkac Newtons, How muft our jeader, who per« 
haps had wifely accounted for the refiftance which the 
chafte Laetitia had made to the violent addreiTes of 
the ravifhcd (or rather ravifhing) Wild, from that 
lady's impregnable virtue ; how muft he blufh, I fay, 
to perceive her quit the ftriftnefs of her carriage, and 
abandon herfelf to thofe loofe freedoms which fhe in- 
dulged to Smirk. But, alas ! when we difcover all, 
as, to preferve the fidelity of our hiftory, we muft, 
when we relate tliat every fainiliarity had paft between 
them, and that the fair. Laetina (for we muft, in 
this fingle inftance, imitate Virgil , where he drops 
the fius and the pater, and drop our favourite epi- 
thet of chafte) the fair- Laetitia had, I fay, made 
Smirk as happy as Wild .dcfired to be, what taiift: 
then be our readtxH confufion ? "We \nv\\> \)wK^^ot^> 
C A. ^-is^ 
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draw a curtain over this fcene, from that philogyny 
which is in us, and proceed to matters, which, indead 
of diflionouring the human fpecies, will greatly raifc 
and ennoble it. 

CHAP. XL 

Confaininjr as nntahle inftances of human greafnefs as are 
to be met ivith in ancient or modern hijlory. Concluding 
HAiith fume ivhoUfcme hints to the gay part of mankind* 

WIL^ no fooner parted from the chafte Lse- 
titia, th;in recolleding that his friend the 
Count was returned to his lodgings in the fame houfe, 
he refolved to vifit him : for he was none of thoft 
half-bred fellows, who aie afhamcd to fee their friends 
when they have |)lundered and betrayed them : hoxtk 
which bafe and pitiful temper many monHroiis cru- 
.elties hav6 been tranfafbed by men, who have foine>- 
times carried their modefby fo far as to the murder, 
.or utter ruin of thofe againft whom their confciencet 
have fuggefled to them, that they have committed fome 
fmall treTpafi, either, by the debauching a friend's wift 
or daughter, belying or betraying the friend himfelf^ 
or fome other fuch trifling inftance. In our hera there 
was nothing not truly great : he could, without the 
leaft abafhment, drink a bottle with a man who 
knew he had the moment before picked his pocket ; 
and, when he had flript him of every thing he had, never 
defired to do him any father mifchief ; for he carried 
good nature to that wonderful and uncommon height, 
that he never did a fmgle injury to man or woman, 
by which he himfelf did not expedl to reap fome ad- 
vantage. He would often itideed fay, that by the 
contrary party men often made a bad bargain with 
the devil, and did his work for nothing. 

Our hero found the captive Count, not bafely la- 
menting his fate, nor abandoning himfelf to defpair, 
but, with due refignation^ employing him fdf in pre- 
paring feveral packs of cards for future exploits. 'J'he 
Count, little fufpeAing that Wild had been the fole 
contriver of the misfortune which had befallen him, 
rofc nn, and eagerly embraced him j and Wild re- 

turnts* 
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turned hds embrace with equal warmths They were • 
tto fooner feated than Wild took an occaiion, front 
feeing the cards lying on the table, to inveigh againll 
gaming, and, with an ufual and highly commendable 
freedom, after firll exaggerating the diftrefl circum* 
fiances in which the Coantwas then involved,, imput- 
ed all his misfortunes to thatcurfed itch of play, which, 
he faid, he concluded had brought his prefent confine- 
ment upon him, and muft unavoidably end in his de- 
ftradlion. The other, with great alacrity, de&nded 
his favourite amufement (or rather employment), and 
having told his friend the great fuccefs he had after 
his unluckily quitting the room, acquainted him with 
the accident which i^llowed, and which the reader, 
as well as Mr. Wild, hath had fome intimation of be* 
£orQ; adding, however, one circumftanC)^ not hitherto 
mentioned, 'uisc. that he had defended his money witb 
the utm'oil bravery, and had dangeroudy wounded at 
leafl two of the three men that had attacked hin^ 
This behaviour Wild, who not only knew the extreme* 
readinefs with which the booty had been delivered,, 
but alfo the conflant frigidity of the Count's courage^ 
highly applauded, and wiQied he had been prefent ta> 
afliil him. The Count then proceeded to animadvert 
on the careleilhefs of the watch, and the fcanda) it> 
was to the laws, that honeft people could not walk the 
fbeets in ^ety ; and after expatiating fomcr time oiv 
4hat fubjed, he aOced Mr. Wild if he ever faw fo pro- 
digious a run of luck (for fo he chofe to call his win- 
ning, though he knew Wild was well acquainted with> 
hi^ having loaded dice ia his pocket,). The other an>- 
fwered, it was indeed prodigiousj and almoft fufficient 
to juftify any perfon, who did not know him better,, 
in fufpeding his fair play. No man, I believe,, dar.es 
call that in queftion, replied he. No Arrely, fays. 
Wild, you are well known to be a man of more ho- 
nour : but pray. Sir, continued he, did the cafcals rob» 
you of all ? Every (hilling, cries the other, wilhan^ 
oath ; they did not leave me a fingle ftake. 

While th*y were tJuis difcoui^fing; Mr. Snap,, 
with a gentltritan, who followed him, introduced 
Mr, Bagibot iato the company ♦ U fecift& M**\Jk-a.v 

C 5 . ^^v^ 
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fliot, immediately after his feparation from Mr. Wild^;. 
returned to the gaming-table, where, having triifted 
to Fortune that ireafiirc which he had procured by his 
indullry, the faithlefs goddefs committed a breach of 
trufl, and fent Mr» Bagfliot away with as empty pock- 
ets as are to be found in any laced coat in the kingw 
dom. Now, as that gentleman was walking to a cer- 
tain reputable houfe or (hed in C'ovent- Garden market, 
he fortuned to meet with Mr. Snap, who had joft re- 
turned from conveying the Count to his lodging*^ and 
uras then walking to and fro before the gaming-houfe 
door ; for you are to know, m/ good reader, if you 
have never been a man of wit and pleafure about town, 
that as the voracious pike lieth fuug trndev fome weed 
.before the mouth of aay of thofe little: flreams which 
difcharge themfelves into a large rtver, waiting for the 
finall fry which iffue thereout ; Q> hourly before the 
dobr or mouth of thefe gaming4\oufes doth Mr. Snap^ 
or fbme other gentleman of his occupation, attend the 
ifTuing forth ©f the imall fry of young gentlemen-, to 
whom they deliver little flips of parchment, con taint- 
ing invitations of *he fiiid gentlemen to their houfes, 
together with one Mr. John Doe *, a perfon whofe 
company is in great requeft. Mr. Snap, among many 
iDthers of thefe billets,, happened to have one dircdted 
to Mr. Bagihot^. being at th«Liuitor folicitation of one 
J4rs. Anne Sample, Spinfter, at whofe houfe the faid 
..Bagiho^ had lodged feveral months,, and whence he, 
had inadvertently departed without taking a formal 
leaves on which account Mrs. Anne had taken this 
method oi ffeaking mjith him. 

Mr. Snap's houfe being now very full of good com.- 
pany, he was obliged to introduce Mr. Bagfhot into 
the Count's apartment, it being, as he faid, the only 
chamber he had to lock up in. Mr. Wild no fooner faw 
his friend than he ran eagerly to embrace him, and 
immediately prcfcnted him to the Count, who.received 
him with great civility. 

CHAP. 

• This »s a fiditiout name which U put Intp every writ j &r 
"Wlvat putpofethc lawyers bciit know. 
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CHAP. XIL 

Further particular! relating to Mi/s Tilhy, -which perhaps 
may not greatly furf rife after the former. The defer ip- 
tion of a 'very fine gentlernan. And a dialdgue bet^veen 
Wild and the Cozmty in ivhich public 'virtue is juft 
hinted at y ivztb^Scc. 

"It /TR. Snap had turned the key a very few minutes 
JVJL before a fervant of the family, called Mr. Bag- 
fhotoat of the room, telling him, there was a perfon 
below who deiired to fpeak with him ; and this war" 
no other than Mifs Lxtitia Snap, whofe admirer Mr. 
Bagfliot had long been, and in whoie tender breaA 
his paifion had raifed a more ardent Hame than that 
of a^y of his rivals iia^ been able to raife. Indeed 
ihe was fo extremely fond of this youth, that fhe often 
confefled to her female confidents, if (he could ever 
have lillened to the thought of living with any one 
mata^ Mn Bagfhot was he. Nor was fhe fmg^lar in 
this inclination, many other young ladies being her 
rivals in this lover, who had all the great and noble 
qi^alifications neceHary to form a true gallant, and 
which nature is feldom fo extremely bountiful as to 
indulge to any one perfon. We will endeavour, how- 
^ever, to defcribe them all with as much exadlnefs as 
poiCble. He was then iix feet high, had large calves^ 
broad (boulders, a rudtiy complexion, with brown 
curled hair, a modeil afTurance, and clean linen. He 
had indeed, it muft be confefTed, fome fmall defici- 
encies to counterbalance thefe heroic qualities : for 
he was the iillieft fellow in the world, could nieither 
write nor read, nor had he a iingle grain or fp'ark of 
honour, honefty, or good-nature in his whole compo* 
fition. 

As foon as Mr. Bagfliot had quitted the room, the 
Connt, taking Wild by the hand, told him he had 
fomething to communicate to him of very great im- 
portance ; " I am very well convinced, (aid he, that 
*' BagQiot is the perfon who robbed me. " Wild ftart- 
,cd with great amazement at this difcovery, and an- 
C 6 ^^^t.4. 
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fwered with a moll ferious countenance, ** I advife 
** you to take care how you cafl any fuch reficftions 
** on fl, man of Mr. Bagfnot's nice honour ; for I am 
" certain he will not bear it." '*^ D — n his honour," 
quoth the enraged Count, " nor can I bear being 
" robbed j J will apply to a juftice of peace." Wild 
replied with great indignation, " Since you dare en- 
** tertain fuch a fufpicion againft my friend, I will 
*• henceforth declaim all acquaintance with you. Mr, 
*' Bagfhot is a man of honour, and my friend, and 
•^ confequently it is impoffible he fhould be guilty 
** of a bad adlion." He added much more to the 
fame purpofe, which had not the expeftcd weight 
ivith the Count ; for the latter feemcd Hill certain as 
to the perfon, and refolute in applying for juftice, 
which, he foid, he thought lie owed to the publick, 
af vycll as to hirafeJf. Wild then changed his coun- 
tenance into a kind of derifion, and fpoke as follows : 
■•* Suppofe it fhould be poflible that Mr. Bagfhot 
'* had, in a frolic, {Ibr 1 will call it no other) taken 
'•* this method of borrowing your money, what will 
•* you get by profecuting him? Not your money 
^* again ; for you hear he was flript at the gaming- 
** table ;" ■ (of which Bagfhot had, during their fhort 
tronfJibulation, informed them) ** you will get then 
** 2n opportunity of being flill more out of pocket 
*• by tne profecutibn. Another advantage you may 
•• promife yourfelf is the being blown up at every 
•* gaming-houfe in town^ for that I will affnre you 
*♦ of; arid then much good may it do you to fit down 
*' with the fatisfaflien of having difcharged what it 
** (eems you owe the public. 1 am afhamed of my 
" own difcernment, when I millook you for a great 
♦* man. Would it not be better for you to receive 
** part (perhaps all) of your money again by a wife 
•* contealment ; fcr however •y^^/^ Mr. Bagfhot may 
•' be now, if he hath really played this frolic with 
•• you, you may believe he will play it with others, 
'' and when he is in cafh, you may depend on a re- 
•' iloration j the law will be always in your power, 

«• and 
♦Poor. 
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y and that is the lall remedy which a brave or a wife 
** man would refort to. Leave the affair therefore to 
*' me ; I will examine Bagihot, and if I find he hatb 
** played you this trick, I will engage my own ho- 
*' nouryou (hall in thewidbeno lofcr." The Count 
anfwered: *.• If 1 was furc to be no lofer, Mr^ Wild* 
;** I apprehend you have a better opinion of my un- 
*^ derftanding than to imagine I would profecute a 
** gentleman for the fake of the public. Thefe are 
" fooliih words of courfe, which we learn a ridicn- 
*' lous habit of fpeaking, and will oftei: break from 
*• US without any defign or meaning. 1 affure y(^ 
** all I defirc is a reimburfemcnt, and if I can by 
•* your means obtain that, the public may — " con- 
cluding with a phrafe too coarfe to be infcrted in a 
juilory of this kind. 

They were now informed that dinner was ready> 
and the company aflembled below flairs, whither the 
reader may, if hepleafe, attend thefe gentlemen. 

There fat down at the table Mr. iSnap, and the 
two Mifs Snaps, his daughters, Mr. Wilcl the elder, 
Mr. Wild the younger, the Count, Mr. Bagfhot-, and 
a grave gentleman, who had formerly had the honour 
of carrying arms in a regiment of foot, and wha 
was now engaged in the office (perhaps a more profit- 
able one) of aflxfting or following Mr. Snap ia the " 
execution of the laws of his country. 

Nothing very remarkable pa/Ted at dinner. The 
converfation (as is ufual in polite company) rolled 
chiefly on what they were then_ eating, and what 
they had lately eaten. In this the military gentle- 
OiaiH who had ferved in Ireland, gave them a very 
particular account of a new manner of roafting po- 
tatoes, and others gave an account of other diftics^ 
In fhort, an indifferent by-flandef would have con- 
cluded from their difcourfe, that they had all come 
iiito this world for no other purpofe, than to fill their 
bellies ; and indeed if this was not the chief, it is 
pobabie it was the moil innocent defign nature had 
in their formation. 

As foon as thedijh was removed, and the ladies re- 
tired, the Count -propofcd a gamt ax\vax^t^> nhVxO^ 
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was immediately alTented toby the whole company^ 
and the dice being immediately brought in, the Count 
took up the bpx» and demanded who would fet 
him : to which no one made any anfwer, imagining" 
perhaps the Count's pockets to be more empty than 
tjiey were; for, in reality, that gentleman (notwith- 
ftanding what he had heartily fwore to Mr. Wild) had', 
iince Kis arrival at Mr. Snap's, conveyed a piece of 
plate to pawn, by which means he had furnifhed him"- 
lelf with ten guineas. The Count, therefore, perceiv- 
ing this backwardnefs in his friends, and probably 
ibmewhat guefllng at the caufe of it, took the faid 
guineas out of his pocket, and threw them on the 
table ; whenr lo! (fuch is the force of example) all the 
rell began to produce their funds, and immediately a 
confiderable fum glittering in their eyes, the g^me 
beg^ln. 

CHAP. XIII. 

A chaffer, of nvhicb *we are extremely 'vain, andijoJAcb 
indeed ive look on as our Chef d'Oeuvre, containing 
a 'wonderful Jiory concerning the devil, and as nice a 
fcene of honour as e^ver happened* 

MY reader, I believe, even if he be a gamefter, 
would not thank me for an cxadl relation of 
every man's fuccefs; let it fuflicethen that they play- 
ed till the whole money vanifhed from the table. 
Whether the devil himfelf carried it a>sHiy, as fonve 
fufpefted, I will not determine; but very furprifmg 
it was, that every peribn protefted he had loft, nor 
could any one guefs who, unlefs the devil, had won. 

But though very probable it is, that this arch-fiend 
had fome fliare in the booty, it is likely he had not 
all ; Mr. Bagfhot being imagined to be a confiderable 
winner, n.otwithftanding his affertions to the contrary ; 
for he was fecn by feveral to convey money often into 
his pocket ; and what is llill a little ftronger prefump- 
tion is, that the grave gentlemali, whom we have men- 
tioned to have ferved his country in two honourable 
capacities, not being willing to truft alone to the evi- 
dence of his^ eyeS| had frec^uently dived into the faid 

B?L^(l\Qt'& 
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Bagfhot's pocket, whence (as he tells asm the apolo- 
gy for his life afterwards pubUlhed*) tho* he might 
extradt a few pieces, he was very fenfiblehe had left 
many behind. 

The gentleman had long indulged his curiofity m 
this way before Mr; Bagfhot» in the. of heat gaming^ 
had perceived him ; but as Bagihot was now leaving 
ciFplay, hedifcovercd this ingenious feat of dexterity j 
opon^vhich, leaping up from his chair in a violent 
paffion,^ he cried out, ** I thought! had been among 

•* gentlemen, and men of honour, but, d ^n me> 

** 1 find we have a pickpocket in company." The 
fcandalous found of this word extremely alarmed the 
whole board> nordiii they all fliew iefs furprife than- 
the Coftv iir(whofe not fitting of late is much la- 
mented) would exprefs at hearing there was an Atheift 
in the room i but it more particularly afFeded the gen-^ 
^leman< at whomi it was levelled, tho' it was not ad- 
dreffed to him. He like wife ftarted .from his chair,, 
and with a fierce countenance and accent, faid, •' Do 
** you mean me ? D — n your eyes, you are a rafcal 
** and a fcoundrel." Thofe words would have been- 
immediately fucceeded' by blows, had not the com- 
pany interpofed, and with ftrong arm withheld the two 
antagonifts from each other* It was however a long 
time before they could not be prevailed on to fit down ; 
which being afc laft happily brought about, Mr. Wild 
the elder, who was a wen difpofed old man, advifed 
them to fhake hands and be friends ; but the gentle- 
man who had received the firft affront, abfSlutely 
refufed it, and fwore, He ivouU hwve the njtllain^s 
ilood. Mr. Snap highly applauded the refolution, 
and affirmed that the afiront was by no means to be 
put up by any who bore the name of a gentleman^, 
and that unlefs his friend refented it properly, he 
wot^ld nev«r execute another warrant iaihis company ;. 
that he had always looked upon him as a man of ho- 
nour, and doubted not but he would prove himfelf fo ; 

and 

* Nft^T in a book by itfelf, iiLimitation of fome other fuch per- 
fohs, butip the oruinary's account, &c. whttt ^V}tw& ^'^(iX'Ck^gft:^ 
■ f^r die lives of rogues and whores which have h^tii ^>i\i\3L^<i^H^\>iEw- 
in th^fe tweH^ycarSf ihould have h(Qxi\a£cxX,^%< 
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and that» if it was his own caie, nothing fhould per- 
fuade him to put up fuch anaffroat without proper fatif- 
fadion. The Count likcwifefpoke on the fame fide, 
and the parties themfelves muttered ieveral fliortfen- 
tences, purporting their intentions^ At laft Mr. Wild 
our hero, riling llowly frbm his feat, and having flx^ 
cd the attention of all prefent* began as follows. " I 
** have heard with infinite plcafure every thing which 
•' the two gentlemen wlio i'pokc laft have faid with 
** relation to honour, nor can any man poffibly cn- 
•* tertain a higher and nobler fenfeof that word, nor 
*' a greater elleem of its ineftimabltt value, than my- 
'* ftif. If we have no name to exprefs it by in our 
" Cant DiAionary,. it were well to be wifhed we had. 
•* It is indeed the eflential quality of a gentleman, 
•* and which no man whoever was great in the field, 
*• or on the road (as others expi-efs it) can poflibly be 
" without. But alas 1 Gentlemen, what pity is it, 
*' that a word of fuch fovereign ufe and virtue Ihould 
'* have fo uncertain and various an application, that 
*' fcarce two people mean the fame thing by it ? Do 
" not'fome by honour mean good-nature and huroa- 
" nity, which weak minds call virtues I How then l 
•' Muft we deny it to the great-, the brave, the noble, 
•< to the fackexs of towns, the plunderers of provinces, 
** and the conquerors of kingdoms ? Were not thcfe 
*' laenof honour? and yet they fcornedthofe pitiful 
*' qualities I have mentioned. Again, fOme few (or 
*' lam miftaken) include the idea of honcily in their 
** honour. And fhall we then fay, that no man who 
'* withholds from another what law, orjullice per- 
*' haps, calls his own, or who greatly and boidJy 
*' deprives him of fuch property, is a man of honour ? 
•' Heaven forbid I ihould fay lo in this, or, indeed,. 
" in any other good company. Is honour truth i 
*' No, it is not in the lie's goine from us, but in its 
** coming to us our honouj is injured.. Doth it then- 
'* confift in what the vulgar call cardinal virtues ? It 
" would bean affront to your underftandings to fup- 
•' pofe it, fmce we fee every day fo many men of 
'* honour without any. In what then doth the word 
•' hQnoiir coDfxft f Why 'm. itfclf alone. A man of 

** biQiLQiur 
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** honour is he that is called a man of honour ; and 
" whiJe he is (b called, he fb remains^ and no longer. 
** Think not any thing a man commits can forfeit' 
" his. honour. Look abroad into the world: the 
•*/ Prig while he flourifhes is a man of honour ; when 
" in gaol, at the bar, or the tree, he is fo no longer* 
" And why is this diilindion } Not from his adlions 5 
'* for thofe are often as well known in his flourifhing 
' " eftate, as they are afterwards ; but becaufe men, I 
** mean thofe of his own party, or gang, call him 
" a man of honour in the former, and ceafe to call 
•' him fo in the latter condition. Let us fee then ; how 
•* hath Mr. Bagftiotinjured the gentleman's honour? 
'* Why, he hath called him a pick-pocket ; and that, 
** probably, by afevereconftrudion, and along round- 
** about way of reafoning, may feem a little to dero- 
*' gate from his honour, if confidered in a very nice 
•* lenfe. Admitting it, therefore, for argument's fake, 
" to be fome fmall imputation on his honour> let Mr. 
*^ Bagihot give him fatisfa^ion;, let him doubly and 
* • triply repair this oblique injury by diredly aiibrting, 
" that he believes he is a man of honour.'* The gen* 
tleman anfwered, he was content to refer it to Mr» 
Wild, and whatever fatisfa6tion he thought fufficient, 
he would accept. Let him give me my money agai» 
£rft, faid Bagihot, and then I will call him a man 
of honour with all my heart. The gentleman then 
proteiled he had not any, which Snap fee ;nded, de- 
claring he had his eyes on him all the while ; but 
Bagihot remained &\\\ unfatisfied, till Wild, rapping 
out a hearty oath, fwore he had not taken a fingle 
farthing, adding, that whoever averted the contrary 
rave him the lie, and he would rcfent it. And now, 
luch was the afcendency of this Great Man, ihat Bag- 
ihot immediately acquiefced, and performed the ce- 
remonies required : and thus, by the exquifite addrtfs 
of our hero, this quarrel, which had fo fatal an afped, 
and wliich between two peribns fo extremely jealous 
of their honour, would moil certainly have produced 
very dreadful confequences, was happily concluded. 

Mr, Wild was indeed a little interefted in this af- 
(air, as he himfdf had fct th€ cenxkrftaxv v^ \\'ti\\L» ^xv^ 
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had received the grcateft part of the booty : and as te 
Mr. Snap's depofition In his favour, it was the ufual 
height to which the ardour of that worthy perfon's 
friendfhip too frequently harried him. It was his con- 
Hant maxim, that he was a pitiful fellow who would 
•ftick at a little • Rapping for his friend. 

CHAP. XiV. 
In fwbich the hijiarj of Greatvess is continued^ 

MATTERS being thus reconciled, and the gam- 
ing over, from reafohs before hinted, the com- 
pany proceeded to drink about with the utmoft chear- 
fulnefs and friendfhip; drinking healths,ihaking hand's,, 
and profefTing the raoft pcrfed affedlion for each other. 
All which were not in the leiift interrupted by fome 
deiigns which they then agitated in their minds, and 
which they intended to execute as foon as the liquor 
bad prevailed over feme of their underftandings ; Bag- 
Ihot and the gentleman intending to rob each other ; 
Mr. Snap and Mr. Wild the elder, meditating what 
other creoiccrs tkey could find out, to charge the gen- 
tlemen then in cuflody with : the Count hoping to ie« 
new the play ; and Wild our hero laying a defign to 
put Bagihotout of'the way, or, as the vulgar exprefa 
It, to hang him with the firft opportunity. But none- 
©f thefe great defigns could atprefent be put in ex- 
ecution, for Mr. Snap being foon after fummoned a- 
broad on bufinefs of great moment, which required 
likewife the afliftance of Mr. Wild the elder and his 
other friend^ and as he did not care to trufl to the 
nimblenefs of the Count's heels, of which he had al- 
ready had fome experience, he declared 'he mull IccL 
up for that evening. Here, reader, if thou pleafeil, 
as we are in no great hafte, we will flop and make a- 
iimile. As when their lap is finifhed, the cautious 
huntfman to their kennel gathers the nimble-footed 
hounds ; they with lank ears and tails ilouch fullenly 
on, whilft he with hifr whippers-in follows clofe xo 
their heels, regardlefs of their dogged humour, till hav- 
ing feen them fafe within the door, he turns the key, 

au<l 
* ^^ppif^g is a cant tcna for ig.«)Vkt^% 
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And then retires to 'whatever bufinefs or pleafure calli 
him thence: fo^ with lowering countenance, and re- 
laxant Heps, mounted the Count and Bagfhot to their 
chamber, or rather kennel, whither they were attends 
cd by Snap, and thofe who followed him, and where- 
Snap having feen them depofited, very contentedly 
locked the door and departed. And now, reader, we 
will, in imitation of the truly laudable cuftom of 
the world, leave thefe our good friends to deliver 
themfelves as they can, and purfue the thriving for- 
tunes of Wild our hero, who with that great avcrfioft 
to fatisfaftion and content, which is infeparably in- 
cident to great minds, began to enlarge his views with 
his profperity : for this reltlefs ahiiable difpofition, this 
noble avidity which increafes with feeding, is the firft 
principal or conftituent quality of thefe our great men ; 
to whom, in their paflage on to greatnefs, it happens 
as to a travetUr over the Alps, or, if this be a too far- 
fetched fimile, to one who travels weftward over the 
kills near Bath, where the fimile was indeed made. 
He fees not the end of bis journey at once ; but palfinflp' 
f)n fromfchcme to fcheme, and from hill to hill^ with 
noble conflancy, refolving ilill to attain the fummit 
on which he hath fixed his eye, however dirty the- 
roads may be through which he ttruggles, he at length 
arrives at ■ fbme vile inn, where he finds no kind 
of entertainment nor conveniency for rcpofe. I fancy^ 
reader, if thou hafl ever travelled in thefe roads, one 
part of my fimile is fufiiciently apparent, (and indeed, 
in all thefe illuflrations, one fxie is generally much- 
more apparent than\the other) but, believe me, if 
the other doth not fo evidently appear to thy fatis- 
fadUon,- it is from no other reafon, than becaufe thou- 
art unacquainted with thefe Great Men, and haft not 
had fufficient inftrudlion,<leirure, or opportunity to 
confider what happens to thofe who purfue what is 
generally underftood by Greatness ; for furely, if 
thou hadfl animadverted not only on the many perils 
to which Great Men are daily liable while they are in 
their progrefs, but hadft difcerned, as it were through 
a tnicrofcrope (for it is invilible to the naked eY^\ x.K^Xj 
dimiaiKivc fpeck of happinefs whiicK tYve^ ^xmtv^N^xv 
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}n the confummation of their wiihes, thou wouldft 
lament with me the unhappy fate of thefe Great Men, 
on whom nature hath fee fo fuperior a mark, that the 
n^ of mankind are born fur t^eir ufe and emolument 
only, and be apt to cry out, *' It is pity that those, 
*' for whofe pleafure and profit mankind are to la- 
^' hour and fweat, to be hacked and hev\'ed, to be pil- 
** laged, plundered, and every way deftroyed, Ihoqld 
*' reap fo little advantage from all the miferics 
** they occafion to others." For my part, I own my- 
felf of that humble kind of -mortals, who coniider 
themfelves born for the behoof of feme great man or 
other, and could I behold his happinefs carved out 
of the labour and ruin of a thoufand fuch reptiles as 
myfelf, I might wiih fatisfa^tion exclaim. Sic, Jic 
jwvat : but when I behold one Great Man ftarving 
with hunger, and freezing with cold, in the midft of 
. fifty thoufand, who are fuffering the fame evils for hit 
diverfion ; when I fee another, whofe own mind is a 
more abje£t flave to his own greatnefs, and is more 
tortured and racked by it than thofe of all his vaiTais ; 
laftly, when I confider whole nations rooted out onl;» 
to bring tears into the eyes of a Great Man, i\ot in- 
deed becaufe he hath extirpated fo many, but becaufe 
lie had no more nations to extirpate, then truly I am 
almoft inclined to wilh that nature had fpared us this ' 
her Master-piece, and that no Great Man had 
ever been born into the world. 

But to proceed with our hiftory, which will, we 
hope, produce much better leflbns, and more inftruc- 
tivc than any we can preach : Wild was no fooner re- 
tired to a night-cellar, than he began to reflcft on the 
fweets he had that day enjoyed from the labours of 
others, 'viz., Firft, from Mr. Baglhot, who had for his 
ufe robbed the Count ; and. Secondly, from the gen- 
tleman, who for the fame good purpofe had picked 
the pocket of Bagfhot. He then proceeded to rea- 
fon thus with himfelf. ** The art of policy is the art 
** of multipiicHtion ; the degrees of greatnefs being 
*' conftituted by thofe two little words More and Lejs. 
** Mankind are firll properly to be confidered under 
*' tH'O^raud divifions^ thofe tha,t ufe their own hands. 
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** and thofc who employ the hands of others. The 
** fbrmer are the bafe and rabble; the latter, the gen- 
" teel part of the creation. The mercantile part of 
" the world, therefore, wifely ufe the term employing 
*' hands ^ and juftly prefer each other, as they employ 
" more^or fewer ; for thus one merchant fays he is 
*' greater than another, becaufe he employs 'more 
** hands. And now indeed the merchant (hould feem 
** to challenge fome charader of greatneft, did we 
'* not neccflarily come to a fecond divifion, <vix. Of 
*' thofe who employ hands for the ufeof thecommu* 
*' nity in which they live, and of thofe who employ 
" hands merely for their own ufe, without any regard 
** to the benefit of fociety. Of the former forts are 
** the yeoman, the raanufa£lurer, the merchant, and, 
** perhaps, the gentleman. The firll of thefe being 
** to manure and cultivate his native foil, and to em- 
" ploy hands to produce the fruits of the earth. The . 
*' fecond being to improve them by employing hands. 
** likewife, and to produce from them thofe ufeful 
** commodities, which ferve as well for the conveni-< 
** encies as nece/Taries of life. The third is to em- 
*' ploy hands for the exportation of the redundance 
•* of our own commodities, and to exchange them 
*' with the redundances of foreign nations, that thus 
*< tvcx'f foil and every climate may enjoy the fruits of 
" the whole earth. The gentleman is, by employing 
•* hands likewife, to embellifh his country with the 
** imptovement of arts and fciences, with the mak- 
'< ing and executing good and wholefome laws for the 
^' prefervation of property, and the dillribution of 
'* juifice, and in feveral other manners to be ufefal 
** to fociety. Now we come to the fecond part of this 
" divifion, 'viiu Of thofe who employ hands for their 
** own ufe only ; and this is that noble and great part, 
** who are generally diilinguilhed into Conquerors, 
•* ahfolute Princes y State/men^ and Prigs*, Now all 
" thefe differ from each other in greatnefe only, as 
•* they employ more or fewer hands. And Alexander 
•* the Great vizs only greater than a captain of one of 
" the Tartarian or Arabian hords, as he was a^t the 
«* head of a larger number. Inwh^t vVwtiw'vi ^^^vcv^ 
# Tiuevw. ** tri^ 
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*' Prig inferior to any other great Man, but ^caufe 
*' he employs his own hands osly ; for he is not on 
** that account to be levelled with the baie and vuU 
** gar, becaufe he employs his hands for his own ufe 
•* only^ Now, fuppofe a Prig had as many tools as 
** any prime minillcr ever had, would he not be as 
** great as any prime minillerwhatfoever? Undoubt- 
** ediy he would. What then have 1 to do in thepur^- 
*' fuit of greatnefs, but to procure a gang, and to 
** make the ufe of this gang center in myfelf. This 
** gang ihall rob for me only, receiving very mode- 
^' rate rewards for their adions ; out of thi^ gang I 
** will prefer to my favour the boldcft and moil ini- 
*' qoiitous^ as the vulgar exprefs it ; the reft I will, 
^•* from time to time, as I fee occafion, tranfport and 
** hang at mypleaftfre; and thus, which I take to 
■*' be the higheft excellence of a Prig, convert tholb 
** laws which arc made for the benefit and protedttoa 
♦' offociety, to my fin gle ufe." 

Having thus pre-conceived his fcheme, he faw 
nothing wanting to put it in immediate- execution, but 
that which is indeed the beginning as well as the end 
of all human devices : 1 mean money. Of which 
commodity he was poiTefl'ed of no more than fixty- 
£ve guineas, being all that remained from the double 
i}enefits he had made at Bagfhot, and which did not 
feem fiifficient to furniih his houfe, and every other 
convenience neceilary for fo grand an undertaking. 
He refolved therefore to go immediately to thegaming- 
houfe, which was then fitting, not fo much with an 
intention of trufting to fortune, as to play the furer 
card of attacking the winner in his way honie. On 
liis arrival, however, he thought he might as well try 
his fuccefs at the dice, and referve the other recourfe 
as his laft expedient. He accordingly fat down to 
play, and as Fortune, no more than others of her 
iex, is obferved to diftribute her favours with ftrid re- 
gard to great mental endowments, fo our hero loft 
every farthing in his pocket. This lofs, however^ he 
bore with great conftancy of mind, and with as great 
compofure of afpeft. To fay truth, he confidered 
tiic money as only lent for a ihoxt time, or rather in- 
S deed 
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•deed' as depofitcd with a baoker. He then refolvedto 
iiave immediate recourfe to his furer flratagem ; and 
cafHng his eyes round the room^ he foon perceived a 
gentleman iicing in a difconfolate poflare> who feemed 
a proper inftrument ler tool for his purpofe. In ihort, 
to be as concife as pofllble in thefe leafl: fhining parts 
of ourhifiory, Wild accdiled this man^ founded hitn, 
found iiim fit to execute, propofed the matter, re- 
ceived a ready afTent, and having fixed on the perfbn 
who feemed that evening the greateft favourite of for* 
tune, they polled themlelves in the moft proper place 
to furprife the enemy as he was retiring to his quar* 
ters, where he was foon attacked, fubdued and plan- 
dcred ; but indeed of no confiderable booty ; tor it 
feems this gentleman played on a common Hock, and 
had depofited his winnings at the fcene of a£lion ; nor 
had he any more than two ihillings in his pocket whea 
he was attacked. 

This was fo cruel a difappointment to Wild, and 
fo fenfibly a^eds us, as no doubt it will the reader j 
that as it mull difqaalify us both from proceeding any 
farther at prefent, we will now take a Jittle breathy 
Aad tbexciorQ we. ihall here clofe this book. 
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CharaBefs of filly peaple, nuith the proper ufesfor nuhlci. 
fuch are defigned* 

ON E reafon why we clrofe to end our firft 
book, as we did, with the laft cliapter was, 
that we ai-e now obliged to produce two cha- 
rafters of a llamp entirely different from what we 
have hitherto dealt in. 1 hefe perfons are of that pi- 
tiful order of mortals, who are in contempt called 
good-natured ; being indeed fent into the world by 
nature, with the fame deiign with which men put 
litile fiih into a pike-pond, in order to be devoured 
by that voracious water- hero. 

But to proceed with our hillory, Wild having (hared 
the booty in much the fame manner as before, /. e. 
taken three fourths of it, amounting to eighteen-pencf , 
was now retiring to reft, in no very happy mood, 
when by accident he met a young fellow who had 
formerly been hi* companion, and indeed intimate 
friend at fchool. It hath been thought that friendfhip 
is uiuaXiy noriiid by dmilitude of manners; but the 
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contrary had been the cafe between thefe lads ; for 
whereas Wild was rapacious and intrepid, the other 
had always more regard for his &in than his money ; 
Wild therefore had very generoufly compafHonated 
this defed in his fchool-fellow, and had brought 
him off from many fcrapes, into mofl of which he 
had firft drawn him, by taking the fault and whip- y 
ping to himfelf. He. had always indeed been well 
paid on fuch occasions ; but there are a fort of people, 
who, together with the beft of the bargain, will be Jure 
to have the obligation too on their fide ; fo it had hap- 
pened here : £qt this poor lad confidered himfelf in 
the higheft degree obliged to Mr. Wild, and had 
contra^ed a very great efteem and fricndfhip for him ; 
the traces of which an abfence of many years had not 
in th« leaft effaced in his mind. He no fooner knew 
Wild therefore, than he accofted him in the moll 
friendly manner, and invited him home with him w 
breakfaft, it being now near nine in the morning, 
which invitation our hero with no great difficulty con- 
fen ted to. This young man, who wa» about Wild's 
age, had fome time before fet up in the trade of a 
jeweller, in the materials or flock for which, he had 
laid Qut the greateft part of a little fortune, and had 
married a very agreeable woman for love, by whom . 
he then had two children. As our reader is to be 
more acquainted with' this perfon, it may not be im- 
j)roper to open fomewhat of his chara^er, efpeciaily 
as.it will ferve as a kin4 of foil to the. noble and great 
difpofition of our hero, and as the one feems fent in- 
to this world as a proper objed on which the talents of 
the other were to be difplayed with a proper an^ 
juft fuccefs. 

■ Mr.* Thomas Heartfree then, for that was hijt 
name, was of an honeA and open diipoiition. He 
was of that fort of men, whom experience only, an^ 
not their own natures, muft inform, that there arc 
fuch things as deceit and hypocrify in .the world ; and 
who, confequently, are not at five and twenty as dif* 
ficult to be impofed upon as the oldell and moli: fub- 
tile. He was. poffefTed of feveral gr^at >NQi?i!&xi^Sj&\ c^Sl 
mind; being ^fopd-Mtured, frieadly au^ ^'^Wii^^^'^ ^o 
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a great excels. He had^indeed too little regard to 
common juftice, for he had forgiven fome debts to his 
acquaintance, only becaufe they could not pay him ; 
and had entrufled a bankrupt. on his fetting up a fe- 
cond time, from having been convinced, that he had 
dealt in his bankruptcy with a fair and honeit heart ; 
and that iie had broke through misfortune only, and 
Tiot from negle^ or impofture. He* was withal ib 
iSlly a fellow, that he never took the leaft advantage 
of the ignorance of his cuflomers, and contented him- 
{tlf with very moderate gains on his goods ; which 
he was the better enabled to do, notwithilanding his 
gencrofxty, becaufe his life was extremely temperate, 
his expences being folely confined to the chearnil en- 
tertainment of his friends at home, and now and then 
a moderate glafs of wine, in which he indulged him- 
felf in the company of his wife, who, with an agree- 
able perfon, was a mean- fpiri ted, poor* domeftic, low- 
bred animal, who confined herfelf mofUy to the care 
of her family ; placed her happinefs in her hufband 
and her children ; followed no expenfive fafhions or 
diverfions; and indeed rarely went abroad, unlefs to 
return the vifitsof a few plain neighbours, and twice 
a year afforded herfelf, in company with her hulband, 
the diverfion of a play, where Ihe never fat in a higher 
place than the pit. 

To this filly woman did this Ally fellow introduce 
the Great Wild, informing her at the fame tima 
cf their fchool acquaintance, and the many obliga- 
tions he had received from him. This fimple woman 
no fboner heard her hufband had been obliged to her 
gueft, than hca- eyes fparkled on him with a benevo- 
lence, which Is an emanation from the heart, and of . 
which great and noble minds, whofe hearts never 
fwell but with an injury, can have no very adequate 
idea ; it is therefore no wonder that our hero (hould 
mifconflrue, as he did, the poor, innocent, and fimple 
afFedtion of Mrs. Heartfree towards her hufband's 
friend, for that great and generous pafiion, which 
iires the eyes of a modern heroine, when the colonel 
is fb kind as to indulge the, city creditor with partak- 
in£ ofius table to-day» and oC hi& bed to*morrow. 
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Wild therefore inftantly returned the compliment, as 
he underftood it, with his eyes, and prefently after 
beflowedmany encomiums on her beauty, with which 
perhaps fhe, who was a woman, though a good one, 
and mifapprehended the defign, was not difpleafed * 
any more than the hufband. 

When breakfaft was ended, and the wife retired 
to her honfhold aflairs. Wild, who had a quick dif- 
cernment into the weakneiles of men, and who, be- 
fides the knowledge of his good (or foolifli) difpofi- 
tion when a boy, had now difcovered feveral fparks 
of goodnefs, friendftiip, and generofity in his friend, 
began to difcourfe over the accidents which had hap- 
pened in their childhood, and took frequent occafi* 
ons of reminding him of thofe favours which we have 
before mentioned his having conferred on him ; he 
then proceeded to the moft vehement profeffions o£ 
friendfhip, and to the moft ardent expreiEons of joy in 
this renewal of their acquaintance. He at laft told 
him with great feeming pleafure, that he believed he 
had an opportunity of lerviiig him by the recommen* ' 
dation or a gentleman to his cuftom, who was then 
on the brink of marriage, and, if he be not already 
engaged, *« I will, fays he, endeavour to prevail oa 
'* him to furnifti his lady with jewels at your fhop," 

Hbartfree was not backward in thanks to oar 
hero ; and, aftdr many eameft folicitations to dinnei^ 
which were refufed, they parted for the firft time. 

But here, as it occurs to our memory, that our 
readers may befurprifcd (an accident which fome* 
times happens in hiftories of this kind) how Mr. Wild 
the elder, in his prefent capacity, fhould have beea 
able to maintain his fon at a reputable fchool, as this 
appears to have been, it may be neceffary to inform 
him, that Mr. Wild himfelf was then a tradefman ia 
good bufinefs ; but by misfortunes in the world, to 
wit, extravagance and gaming, he had reduced him- 
felf to that honourable occupation which we nave for- 
merly mentioned. 

Having cleared up this doubt, we will now pur- 
fue our heroi who forthwith repaired to tk^ C^mtvx^ 
^4iAying6rll fcukd preliminary wuA&^ ^o^vc^^xv- 
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ingdiftributions, he acquainted him with thefcheme 
w{iich he had formed againft Heartfree ; and after 
confulting proper methods to put it in execution, they 
began to concert meafures for the enlargement of the . 
Count ; on which the firfl, and indeed only point to 
be confidered^ was to raife money, not to pay his 
debts, for that would have required an immenfe fum, 
and was contrary to his inclination or intention, but 
to procure him bail ; for as to his efcape, Mr. Snap . 
h%d taken fuch. precautions that it appeared abfolutely 
impoffibk. 

C H A P. IL 

Great examples of Gke at jj ess in Wild, Jhewn as nvell 
Jfy his heha'viour to Bagfhot, as in a fcheme laid fir ft 
.to impo/e on Heartfree by means of the County and then 
to cheat the Count of the booty. 

WILD undertook, therefore, to extra£t fbme mo- 
ney from Bagfhot, who, notwithftanding the 
<dejpredations made on him, had carried oi^ a pretty 
ccifiderable booty from their engagement at dice the 
preceding- day. He found Mr. Bagfhot in expefta- 
tion of his bail, and, with a countenance full of con- 
cern, which he could at any time, with wonderful 
art, j)Ut on, told him, that all was difcovered ; that 
ike Count knew him, and intended to profecute him 
for the robbery, had not I exerted (faid he) my ut- 
mjoft intereft, and with great difficulty prevailed on 
him in cafe you refund the money—** Refund the 
•*' money ! cry'd Bagfhot, that is in your power : for 
** you know what an Inconfiderable part of it fell to 
** my Ihare. How ! replied Wild, is this your gra- 
•* titude to me for faving your life ? for your ow» 
•* confcience mufl convince you of your guilt, and 
•* with how much certainty the gentleman can 
*' give evidence againfl yoa. Marry come up, quoth 
«* Bagfhot, I believe my life alone will not be in 
*' danger. I know thofe who are as guilty as myfelf. 

•* Do you tell me of confcience I Yes, firrah ! 

** aufwered our hero> taking him by the collar, and 

<*iiiicc 
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/* fincc you dare threaten me, I will (hew you the dif- 
" ference between committing a robbery, and con- 
** niving at it, which is all I can charge myfelf with. 
** I own indeed, 1 fufpefted when you ihewed me a 
" fum of money, that you had not come honeftly by 
**. it. How, fays Bagfhot, frighted out of one half of 
*' his wits, and amazed out of the other, can yoa 
** deny ?— Yes, you rafcal, anfwered Wild, I do deny 
V every thing, and do you find a witnefa to prove it; 
*' and, to fhew you how little apprehenfions I hare 

. " of your power to hurt me, I will have yoa appre- 
'* hended this moment." — At which words he offered 
to break from him ; but Bagftiot laid hold of his fkirts, 
and, with an altered tone and manner, begged him 
not to be fo impatient. '* Refund then, firrah, 
" cries Wild, and perhaps I may take pity on yott. 
*' What muft I refund ? anfwered Bagftiot. Every 
'* farthing in your pocket, replied Wild ; then I may 
'^ have fome compafllon on you, and not only fave 
*' your life, but, out of an excefs of generofity, mdiy 
** return you fomething.'^ At which word Bagfhot 
feeming to hefitate. Wild pretended to make to 
the door, and rapt out an oath of vengeance with 
fo violent an emphafis, that his friend no longer pre- 
fumed to balance, but fuffered Wild to fearch his 
pockets, and draw forth all he found, to the aimount 
of twenty-one guineas and a half, which laft piece 
our generous hero returned him- again; telling him, 
he might now fleep fecure, but advifcd him for tho 
future never to threaten his friends. 

Tifus did our hero execute the greateft exploits 
with the utmoU eafe imag^inable, by means of thofe 
tranfpendent qualities which nature had indulged him 
with, Wsr. a bold heart, a thundering voice, and a 
fteady countenance. 

Wild now returned to the Count, and informed 
him that he had got ten guineas of Bagfhot ; for, 
with great and commendable prudence, he funk the 
other eleven into his own pocket ; and told him with 
that money he would procure him bail, which he after 
prevailed on his father, and another gentletxkacsv <5^ \!ca. 
fame occupation, to become, for Xnvo ?axvxw^^^ ^^0^^% 
I> 3 ^"^ 
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fo that he made lawful prize of fix more, making 

. Bagihot debtor for the whole ten ; for fuch were his 
great abilities, and fo vaft thecompafs of his under- 

. (landing, that he never made any bargan. without 
over-reaching (or, in the vulgar phrafe, cheating) the 
perfon with whom he dealt. 

The Count being, by thefe means, enlarged, the 
Arft thing they did, in order to procure credit from 
tradefmen, was the taking a handfome houfe ready 
furnifhed in one of the new flreets ; in which, as foon 
as the Count was fettled, they proceeded to furnifh 
him with fervants and equipage, and all the Infignia 
of a large eftate proper to impofe on poor Heartfree. 
Thefe being all obtained. Wild made a fecond vifit 
to his friend, and, with much joy in his countenance, 

. acquainted him that he had fucceeded in his endea- 
vours, and that the gentleman had promifed to deal 
with him for the jewels which he intended to prefent 
his bride, and which were defigned to be very fplendid 
and coiUy; he therefore appointed him to go to the 
Count the next morning, and carry with him. a fct of 
the richefl and mod beautiful jewels he had, giving 

. him at the fame time fbme hints of the Count's igno- 
rance of that commodity, and that he might extort 
what price of him he pleafed ; but Heartfiree told him, 
not without fome difdain, that he fcorned to take any 
fuch advantage; lixAy after expreiling much gratitude 
to his friend for his recommendation, he promifed to 
carry the jewels at the hour, and to the place ap- 
pointed. 

I A XI fenfible that the reader, if he hath but the 
leaA notion of greatnefs, mufl have fuch a contempt 
for the extreme folly of this fellow, that he will be 
very little concerned at any misfortunes which may 
befal him in the fequel ; for, to have no fufpicion, 
that an old fchool -fellow, with whom he had, in his 
tenderell years, contracted a friendlhip, and who, on 
the accidental renewing of their acquaintance, had pro- 
fefled the moil pailionate regard for him, iliould be 
very ready to impofe on him ; in fhort, to conceive 
that a friend fhould, of liis own accord, without anjr 
view to his own intereil, endeavour to do him a itx- 

vice. 
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vice, maft argue fttch weaknefs of mind, fach igno* 
ranee ef the world , and fuch an artlefs, fimple, un-' 
defigning heart, as mull: render the perTon pofTeiTed 
of it the loweft creature, and the propereft objed of 
contempt imaginable, in the eyes of every manof an** 
derftanding and difcernment. 

Wild remembered that his friend Heartfree's faults 
were rather in his heart than in his head ; that 
though he was fo mean a fellow, that he was never 
capable of laying a de/ign to injure any human crea- 
ture, yet was he by no means a fool, nor liable to any 
grofs iinpoiition, unlefs where his heart betrayed hlm« 
He therefore inftrudted the Count to take only one of 
his jewels at the firft interview, and to reje^ the reft 
as not fine enough, and order him to provide Tome 
richer. He faid, this management would prevent 
Heartfree from expefting ready money, for the jewel 
he brought with him, which the Count was prefently 
to difpoTe of, and by means of that money, and his 
|;reat abilities at cards and dice, to get together as 
krge a fum as poflible, which he was to pay down tcf 
Heartfree, at the delivery of the fct of jewels, wha 
would be thus void of all manner of fufpicion, and 
would not fail to give him credit for the reiidue. 

By this contrivance it will appear in the fequel, 
that Wild did not only propofe to make the impofition 
on Heartfree, who was (hitherto) void of all fufpicion* 
more certain ; but to rob the Count himfelf of this 
fum. This double method of cheating the very tools 
who are our inftruments to cheat others, is the fuper- 
lative degree of greatneijs, and is probably, as far as 
any fpirit crufted over with clay caii carry it, falling 
very little fhort of Diabolifm itfelf. 

This method was immediately put in execution, 
and the Count, the firft day, took only a fmgle bril- 
liant, worth about three hundred pounds, and order- 
ed a necklace, ear-rings, and folitaire, of the value 
of three thoufand more, to be prepared by that dt/ 
feven-night. 

This interval was employed by Wild in profecut- 
ing his fcheme of raifipg a gang, in which hejnet with 
fuch fuccefs, that within a few days he had kvve.d<!t- 
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veral bold ^d refi^ate fsllows, fit for any enterpnzt, 
how dangerous and great (bever. 

Wb have before remarked, that the trueft mark of 
greatnefs is infatiability. Wild had covenanted with 

. the Count to receive. three-fourths of the bootv, and 
had, at the fame time, covenanted with himielf, to 
fecure the other fourth part likewife, for which he 
had formed a very great and noble defign ; but he now 
faw with concern, that fum, which was to be received 
in hand by Heartfree, in danger of being abfolutely 
Joft. In order, therefore, to poflefs himfelf of that 
likewife, he contrived that the jewels fhould be brought 
in the afternoon, and that Heartfree ihould be detained 
before the Count xrould fee him ; fo that the night 
Ihouid overtake him in his return, when two of his 

' gs^ng were ordered to attack and plunder him. 

CHAP. III. 

CtnUMtdngfcenestf/oftvefs^ lovg^ and bonoutf all in the 
great fiile. 

THE Count had difpofed of his jewel for its full 
value, and this' he had, by dexterity, raifed to a 
thoufand pounds ; this fum therefore he paid down to 
Heartfree, promiiing him the reft within a month. 
His honfe, his equipage, his appearance, but, above 
All, a certain plaufibility in his voice and behaviour 
would have deceived any, but one whofe great and 
wife heart had diftated to him fomething within,which 
-would hjLvc fecured him from any danger of impofition 
from without. Heartfree therefore did not in the 
leaft fcruple giving him credit; but as he had in re- 
ality procured thofe jewels of another, his own little 
flock not being able to furnifti any thing fo valuable, 
he begged the Count would be fo kind to give his 
note for the money, payable at the time he mention- 
ed ; which that gentleman did not in the leaft fcruple: 
fo he paid him the thoufand pound in fpecie, and 
gave his note for two thoufand eight hundred pounds 
more to Heartfree, who burnt with gratitude to 
Wildi for the good cuftomer he had recommended to 
him. 

As 
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As foQn as Heartfee was departed. Wild, wlio 
waited in another room, came in, and received the 
cafket from the Count ; it having been agreed be* 
tween them^ that this ftiould be deported in hb 
hands, as he was the original contriver of the fcheme, 
and was to have the largeft ihare* Wild having re* 
ceived the cafket, ofiered to meet the Count late that 
evening to come to a diviiion ; but fuch was the lat* 
ter's confidence in the honour of our hero, that he 
faid, if it was any inconveniince to him, the next' 
morning would do altogether as well. Tliis was morck 
agreeable to Wild, and accordingly an appointment 
being made for that purpofe, he fet out in hafte to 
purfue Heartfree to the place where the two gentlemeik 
were ordered to meet and attack him. Thofe gentle- 
men, with noble reiblation, executed their purpose ; 
they attacked and fpoiled the enemy of the whole fam 
he had received from the Count. 

As foon as the engagement was over, and Heart* 
free left fprawling on the ground, our hero, who wife- 
ly declined trufting the booty in hk friends hands, 
tho' he had good experience of their honour, made 
off after the conquerors ; at length they being all at 



a place of fafety, Wild, according to a previous 
greement, received nine tenths of the booty ; the fub* 
ordinate heroes did indeed profefs fome little ubwil- 
lingnefs (perhaps more than was ftridly coniiftent with 
honour) to perform their contra£k ; but Wild, partly 
by argument, but more by oaths and threatnings, pre- 
vailed with them to fulfil their promife. ^ 

Our hero having thus, wiui wonderful addiefs^ 
brought this great and glorious adiion to a happy con* 
clufioA, refolved (o relax his mind after his fatigue, 
in the converfation of the fair. He therefore fet for^ 
wards to his lovely Lxtitia : but, in his way, acci* 
dentally met with a young lady of his acquaintance, 
Mifs Molly Straddle, who was taking the air in 
Bridees^ftreet. Mifs Molly feeing Mr. Wild, ftop- 
ped.him, and with a familiarity peculiar to a genteel 
.town education, tapp'd or rather flapp'd him on the 
back, and afked him to treat her with a pint of wine> 
at a neighbouring tavern. The hero, tho' h« lov^i 
D 5 >ic^ 
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the chafle Lxtida with exceffive tendernefs, was not 
of that low fniFeling breed of mortals, who, as it is 
generally expreiTed, tie them/el<ves to a ^woman's aprons 
firings ; in a word, who are tainted with that mean, 
bafe, low vice or virtue as it is called of conflancy i 
therefore he immediately confented, and attended her 
to a tavern famous for excellent wine, known by the 
name of the Rummer and Horfefhoe, where they re- 
tired to a room by themfelves. Wild was very vehe- 
ment in his addreifes, but to no purpofe ; the young 
lady declared ihe would grant no favour till he had 
made her a prefent ; this was immediately complied 
with, and the lover made as happy as he could deiire. 

The immoderate fondnefs which Wild entertained 
for his dear Lastitia, would not fuiFer him to^ waft any 
confiderable time with Mifs Straddle. Notwithftand^ 
ing, therefore, all the endearments and careifesof that 
jroung lady, he fbon made an excufe to go down flairs, 
and thence immediately iet forward to Lcetitia, with- 
out taking any formal leave of Mifs Straddle, or in- 
deed of the drawer, with whom the lady was after- 
wards obliged to come to an account for the reckon- 
iac. 

MR. Wild, on his arrival at Mr. Snap's, found 
ealy Mifs Dofhy at home ; that young lady being 
employed alone, in imitation of Penelope, with her 
thread or worfled ; only with this difference, that where- 
as Penelope unravelled by night what fhe had knit, or 
-wove, or fpun by day, fo what our young heroine un- 
ravelled by day, fhe knit again by night. In fhort, 
fhe was metiding a pair of blue fto'ckings with red 
clocks: a circumitance which, perhaps, we might have 
omitted, had it not ferved tu fhew that there are ftill 
ibme ladies of this age, who imitate the fimplicity of 
the antients. 

Wild immediately afked for his beloved, and was 
in^fbrmed, that fhe was not at home. He then en- 
q^red where fhe was to be found, and declared, he 
yff>M\d not depart till he had feen her ; nay, not till 
lie had married her; for, indeed, his paffion for her 
was truly honourable ; in other words, he had fo un- 
governable a defire for her perfon, that he would go 

s a»y 
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wny lengths to fatisfy it. He then palled out the 
cafket, which he fwore was fall of the fineft jewels, 
and that he would give them ail to her with other 
promifes ; which fo prevailed on Mifs Dolhy, who 
had not the common failure of fillers in envying^ 
and often endeavouring to difappoint each other's 
happinefs, that fhe defired Mr. Wild to fit down a 
few minutes, whilit fhe endeavoured to find her filler, 
and to bring her -to him; The lover thanked her; 
and promifed to flay till her return ; and Mifs Dofhy, 
leaving Mr. Wild to his meditations, fkflened him in 
the kitchen by barring the door (for mofl of the doors 
in this manfion were made to be bolted on the out* 
fide) and then flapping to the door of the houfe with 
great violence, without going out of it, fhe ftole foftly 
up flairs, where Mifs Lxtitia was engaged in clofe 
conference with Mr. Baglhot* Mifs Letty, being in- 
formed by her fifler in a whifper of what Mr. Wild had 
faid, and what he had produced, told Mr. Bagihot> 
that a young lady was below to vifit her, whom fhe 
would difpatch with all imaginable halle, and return 
to him. She defired him therefore to (lay with pa- 
tience for her in the mean time, and that (he would 
leave the door unlocked, tho' her papa would nei^er 
forgive her if he fhould difcover it. Bagfhot promifed 
en his honour, not to ilep without his chamber ; and 
the two young ladies went foftly down Hairs; when 
pretending firH to make their entry into the hoafe, 
they repaired to the kitchen, where not even the pre- 
fence of the challe Lsctitia could reflore that harmony 
to the countenance of her lover, which Mifs Theodo- 
fia had left him poffeffed of; for, during her abfence, 
he had difcovcred the abfence of a purfe containing 
bank notes for oool. which had been taken from Mr. 
Heartfree, and which, indeed, Mifs Straddle had, in 
the warmth of his amorous careflcs, unperceived 
drawn from him. However, as he had that perfeft 
maflery of his temper, or rather of his mufcles, which 
is as neceffary to the forming a great churader, as to 
the perfonating it on the flage, he foon conveyed a 
fmile into his countenance, and concealing as well 
hifi misfortune as his chagrin at it^ began to pay ho- 
P 6 ivQvii^kA!^ 
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nourable addrefles to Mifs Lettv. This young ladf^ 
among many other good ingredients, had three very 
predominant paflions, to wit, vanity, wantonnefs, and 
avarice. To fatisfy the firft of thefe, fhe empleyed 
Mr. Smirk and companv; to the fecond, Mr. Bagmot 
and comnany ; and our nero had the honour and hap- 

Jjinefs or folely engroffing the third. Now, thefc three 
brts of lovers Ihe had very different ways of enter- 
taining. With the iirfl, ihe was all gay and coc^uette ; 
with the fecond, all fond and rampant ; and with the 
laft, all cold and referved. She therefore told Mr. 
Wild, with a mofi: compofed afpeft, that fhe was 
glad he had repented of his manner of treating her at 
their la& interview, where his behaviour was io mon- 
:ftrous, that ihe had refolved never to fee him any more; 
that ihe was afraid her own fex would hardly pardon 
her the weaknefs ihe was guilty of in receding from 
that refolution, which ihe was perfuaded ihe never 
fhould have brought herfelf to, had not her iiilcr, who 
wfLs there te confirm what ihe faid (as (hh did with 
many oaths) betrayed her into his company, by pre- 
tending it was another perfon to viiit her : but how- 
ever, as he now thought proper to give her more con- 
vincing proofs of his affedions (for he had now the 
caiket in his hand) and iince ihe perceived his deiigns 
were no longer againil her virtue, but were fuch as a 
woman of honour might liften to, ihe muil own— and 
then ihe feign 'd an heiitation,when Theodofia began : 
'* Nay, iiiler, I am refolved you ihall counterfeit no 
•* longer. I aiTure you, Mr. Wild, ihe hath the moil 
" violent paflion for you in the world j and indeed, 
** dear Tiiny, if you offer to go back, iince I plain- 
** ly fee Mr. Wild's deiigns are honourable, I will 
** betray all you have ever faid.-j^How, fifter, (an- 
". fwered Lastitia) I proteil you will drive me out of 
•* the room : I did not expedb this ufage from you.** 
Wild then fell on his knees, and taking hold of her 
hand, repeated a fpeech which, as the reader may 
eaiily fuggeft it to himfelf, I ihall not here fet down. 
He then offered her the caiket, but ihe gently rejeft- 
ed it ; and on a fecond offer, with a modeil counte- 
nance and voice, de£red to know what it contained. 

Wild 
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^Id then opened it> and took forth (with foirow I 
write it> and with forrow will it be read) one of tholb 
beaatifiil necklaces, with which at the fsur of Bartho- 
lomew, they deck the well bewhitened neck of Tha«t 
leitris queen of Amazons, Anna Bullen, ^neen Eli- 
sabeth, or fome other high princefsin DroUic ftory. It 
was indeed compofed oi that pafte, which Derdaeus 
Magnus, an ingenious toyman, doth at a very mode- 
rate price difpenfe to the fecond rate beaus of the 
metropolis. For, to open the truth, which we afk our 
reader's pardon for having concealed from him €o 
lon|; ; the iagacious Count, wifely fearing left fome 
acadent might prevent Mr, Wild*s return at the ap- 
'pointed time, had carefully conveyed the jewels which 
Mr. Heartfree had brought with him, into his own 
^pocket ; and in their Head had placed in the cafket 
thefe artificial ftones, which, tho' of equal value to 
a philofopher, and perhaps of a much greater to a 
true admirer >of the compoiitions of art, had not how- 
ever the fame charms in the eyes of Mifs Letty ; who 
had indeed fome knowledge of jewels ; for Mr. Snap^ 
with great reafon, confiderinc; how valuable a part of 
a lady's education it would be to be well inflru^e4 
in thefe things, in an af e when young ladies learn 
little more than how to drefs themfelves, had in her 
youth placed Mifs Letty as the hand-maid (or houfe- 
maid a« the vulgar call it) of an eminent pawn-broker. 
The lightning, therefore, which fhould have flafhed 
from the jewels, fiafhed fVom her eyes, and thunder 
immediately followed from her voice. She be-knaved, 
be-rafcalled, be-rogued the unhappy hero, who flood 
filent, confounded with aflonifhment, but more with 
fhame and indignation, at being thus out-witted and 
over-reached. At length, he recovered his fpints^ 
and throwing down the cafket in a rage, he fnatched 
the key from the table ; and without making any an<> 
fwer to the ladies, who both very plentifully opened 
upon him, and without taking any leave of theniji he 
flew out at the door, and repaired with the utmoffc exr 
pedition to the Count's habitation* 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. IV. 

In iJohMh Wild, after many fruitUfs en^amurs to dif 
£o^er his friend^ fmralizes on his misfortunes in a 
Jpeechy 'which may beof ufe {if rightly underjiood) /• 
fome other confiderahle fpeech-fnakers. 

NOT the higheft.fed footman of the higheft-brcd 
woman of quality knocks with more impetu- 
olity, than Wild did at the Count's door, which wat 
immediately opened by a well-dreft livery-man, who 
^fwefed that his mailer was not at home. Wild, not 
fimsiied with this, fearched the ho ufe, but to no pur- 
}>ofe ; he then ranfacked all the gaming-houfes in 
town, but found no Count ; indeed that gentleman 
had taken leave of his houfe the fame inftant Mr. Wild 
had turned his back, and, equipping himfelf with 
boots aird d poft-horfe, without taking with him 
tixhtt ferVaiit, clothes, or any neceifaries, for the 
journey of a great man, made iuch mighty expedition, 
that he was now upwaris of twenty miles on his way 
to Dover, 

^ Wild finding his fearch ineffeftual, refolved to 
give it over for that night ; he then retired to his feat 
of contemplation, a night-cellar, where, without a 
fingle farthing in his pocket, he called for a fneaker 
of punch, and placing hemfelf on a bench by himfelf, 
he foftly vented the following foliloquy : 

** How vain is human greatness ! What avail 
^* fupfiWor' abilities, and a noble defiance of thofe 
•• narrow rules and bounds which confine the vulgar ; 
*• when our beft concerted fchemes are liable to be 
** defeated ! How unhappy is the ftate of Priggism ! 
♦• How iinpoffiblefor human prudence toforefee and 
** gaard a^ainft every circumvention ! It is even as a 
♦* game of Chefs, where, while the rook, or knight, 
••^ or biihop, is bufied in forecaflinff fome great enter- 
«* prize, a worthlefs pawn intcrpoles, and difconcerts 
-•* his fcheme. Better had it been for me to have ob- 
.*' ferved the fimple laws of friendihip and morality, 

«« than 
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" than thus to ruin my friend for the benefit of others. 
" I might have commanded his jnrfc to any degree 
•* of moderation 4 I have nowtiiiabled him from the 
^* power of ferving me. Wdl \ bat that was not my 
" defign. If I cannot arraign myown condud, why 
^' fhonld I, like a woman or a child, fit down and 
** lament the difajppointment of chance ? But can I 
** acquit myfelf of all ncgleft ? Did I not mifbehavc 
■" in putting it in the power of others to outwit me? 
" But that is impofBble to be avoided.' In this a Pri^ 
*' is more unhappy than any other : a cautious man 
'* may, in a crowd, preferve his own pockets by keep- 
** ing his hands in them ; but while the Prig employs 
" his hands in another's pocket, how fhall he be able 
"to defend his own ! Indeed in this light what can 
** be imagined more miferable than a Pr/g- ? How 
*' dangerous are his acquilitions ! how unfafe^ hoiy 
♦' unquiet his pofTeffions ! \^hy then Ihould any man 
•* wifh to be a Prig, or where is his greatnefs ? I 
*' anfwer^ in his mind : 'tis the inward glory, the 
*' fecret confcioufnefs of doing great and wonderful 
*' a^ons, which can alone fupport the truly great 
*• Man, whether he he a Conc^eror, a Tyrant, 
•* a Statesman, or a Prig. Thefe mufl bear him 
'* up againfl the private curfe and public imjprecati- 
•• on, and while he is hated and dctefted by all man- 
** kind^ mufl make him inwardly fatisfied with him- 
•' felf. For what -but fome fuch inward fatisfadion 
'* as this could infpire men pofleiTed of power, of 
*' wealth, of every human blefling, which pride, ava- 
*' rice, or luxury could defire, to forfake their homes, 
♦« abandon eafe and repofe, and at the expence of 
*« riches and plcafures, at the price of labour and 
*« hardfhip, and at the hazard of all that fortune hath 
" liberally given them, could fend them at the head 
** of a multitude of Prigs called an army, to moleU 
" their neighbours ; to introduce rape, rapine, blood- 
'* Ihed, and every kind of mifery among their own 
** fpecies? What but fome fuch glorious appetite of 
*' mind could inflame princes, endowed with the 
♦* greateit* honours, and enriched with the moft plen- 
^' tiful revenues^ to defire maliciouily to rob thofe 

** fubjefts 
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" fubjeds of their liberties^ who are content to fweat 
*' for the luxury, and to bow down their knees to the 
*' pride of thofe very . princes ? What but this can in- 
*• Ipire them to deftroy one half of their fubjeds, in 
*' order to reduce the reil to an abfolute dependence 
*' on their own wills, and on thofe of their brutal fuc* 
*' ceilbrs ? What other motive could feduce a ifubjed, 
•' poiTeft of great property in his community, to be- 
*• tray the intereftof his fellow- fubjefts, of hisbre- 
'* thren, and his pofterity, to the wanton difpoiition 
^' of fuch princes ? Lafl]y,what lefs inducement could 
•' perfuade the Prig to forfake the methods of acquir- 
*' ing a fafe, an honeft, and a plentiful livelihood; 
'' and, at the hazard of even life itfelf, and what is 
*' miilakenly called diihohour, to break openly and 
*^ bravely through the laws of his country, for un- 
^ certain, unfteady, and unfafe gain ? I«et me then 
** hold my felf contented with this reflection, that I 
*' have been wife, though unfucc^efsful, and am a 
'• GREAT, though an unhappy mah." 

His foliloquy and his punch concluded together; 
for he had at every paufe comforted himfelf with a 
£p. And now it came firfl into his head, that k 
would be more difficult to pay for it, than it was to 
fwallow it, when„ to his great pleafure, he beheld, 
at another comer of the room, one of the gentlemen 
whom he had employed in the attack on Heartfree, and 
. who, he doubted not, would readily lend him a guinea 
or two ; but he had the mortification, on applying to 
him, to hear that the gaming-table had ftript him of 
all the booty which his own generolity had left in his 
pofleflion. He was therefore obliged to purfue his 
ufual method on fuch occafions i fo, cocking his hat 
fiercely, he marched out of the room without makin 
any excufe, or any one daring to make the lei 
demand. 



CHAP* 
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C H A P V. 

Containing many furprijtngad'venturesf 'which 02<r Hcro 
ov/V^ GREAT Greatness atchie*ued* 

WE win now leave our hero to take a fhort re- 
pofe, and return to Mr. Snap's, where at 
Wild's departure the fair Thcodofia had again betaken 
herfelf to her flocking, and Mifs Letty had retired 
up flairs to Mr.BagQiot; but that gentlemaa had 
broken his parole, and, having conveyed himfelf be- 
low flairs behind a door, he took the opportunity of 
Wild's fally to make his efcape. We fhall only ob- 

^ {tvftt that Mifs JLetty's furprize was the greater, as 
fhehad, notwithilanding her promife to the contrar)j, 
taken the precaution to turn the key ; but, in her 
hurry, fhe did it inefFedlually. How wretched muil 
have been the fituation of this young creature, who 
had not only lofl a lover, on whom her tender heart 
pfcrfedlly doated, but was expofed to the rage of an 
injured father, tenderly jealous of his honour, which 
was deeply engaged to the IherifFof London and Mid- 
dlefex tor the fafe cuflody of the faid Bagfhot, and 

* for which two very good refponfible friends had givea 
not only their words but their bonds. 

But let us remove pur eyes from this melancholy 
object, and furvey our hero, who, after a fuccefslefs 
fearch for Mifs Straddle, with wonderful greatnefs of 
mind, and Headinefs of countenance, went early in 
the morning to vifit his friend Heartfree, at a time 
when the common herd of friends would have forfaken 
and avoided him. He entered the room with a chear- 
ful air, which he prefently changed into furprize oil ' 
feeing his friend in a night-gown, and with his wound- 
ed head bound about with linen, and looking extreme- 
ly pale from a great effuiion of blood. When Wild was 

' informed by Heartfree what had happened, he iirft 
exprcfTed great forrow, and afterwards fufFered as vi- 
olent agonies of rage againfl the robbers to burft 
from him. Heartfree, in compaflion to the deep im- 
prclfions his misfortune feemed to makeon hii (x\ft.Tv4^ 
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endeavoured to leiTen it as much as poffible^ at tho 
iame time exaggerating the obligation he owed to 
Wild, in which his wife likewife feconded him ; and 
-they breakfaHed with more comfort than was reafbn- 
ably to be expeded after fuch an accident ; Heartfrce 
expreffirg great fatisfaftion that he had put the 
Count's note in another pocket-book, adding that fuch 
■ a lofs would have been fatal to him ; ** for, to confefs 
•* the truth to you, my dear friend, faid he, I have 
** had fbme loifes lately which hav% greatly perplexed 
•• my afiairs ; and though I have many debts due to 
•' me from people of great fafhion, I affure you I 
** know not where to be certain of getting a fliillmg." 
Wild greatly felicitated him on the lucky accident of 
prefcrving his note, and then proceeded, with much 
acrimony, to inveigh againft the barbarity of people 
of fafhion, who kept tradefmen out of their money. 

While they amufed themfelves with difcourfes of 
Ais kind. Wild, meditating within himfelf whether 
lie (hould borrow or ileal from his friend, or indeed 
whether he could not eifedl both, the apprentice 
brought a bank-note of 500 1. in to Heartfree, which> 
lie faid, a gentlewoman in the (hop, who had been 
'looking at fome jewels, defired him to exchange* 
Heart^ee looking at the number, immediately recol- 
*le£ted it to be one of thofe he had been robbed of. 
With this difcovery he acquainted Wild, who> with 
the notable prefence of mind, and unchanged com- 
plexion, foeffential to a great charafter, advifed him 
to proceed cautioufly ; and offered (as Mr. Heartfree 
himfelf was, he faid, too much fluflered to examine 
the woman with fufHcient art)" to take her into a room 
in his houfe alone. He would, he faid, perfonate the maf- 
ter of the (hop, would pretend to (hew her fome jewels,- 
and would undertake to get fufiicient information out 
of her to fee u re the rogues, and mod probably all 
their booty. This propowl was readily and thankfully 
accepted by Heartfree. Wild went immediately up 
iftairs into the room appointed, whither the appren- 
tice, according to appointment, condufted the lady. 

The apprentice was ordered down ftairs the mo- 
meat the lady entered the room ; and Wild, having 

ibut 
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ihut the door^ approached her with great ferocity in 
his looks, and began to expatiate on the complicated 
bafenefs of the crime flie had been guilty of; but 
though he uttered many good leiTons of morality^ as 
we doubt whether from a particular reafon they may 
work any very good effed on our reader, we fhall 
omit his fpeech, and only mention his conclufion, 
which was by aiking her, what mercy fhe could now 
cxpeft from him ? Mifs Straddle, for that was the 
voung lady, who had had a good enducation, • and had 
been more than once prefent at the Old Bailey, very 
confidently denied the whole charge, and faid fhe had 
received the note from a friend. Wild then raifmg 
his voice, told her, (he ihould be immediately com- 
mitted, and fhe might depend on being convifted ; 
*' but, added he, changing his tone, as I have a 
" violent affedion for thee, my dear Straddle, if you 
** will follow my advice, I promife you on my honour, 
" to forgive you, nor fhall you be ever called in quef- 
** tion on this account. Why, what would you have 
" me to do, Mr. Wild, replied the young lady» with 
" a pleafanter afpeft. You 1 muft know then, faid 
" Wild, the money you picked out of my pocket 
" (nay, by G — d you did, and if you offer to flinch, 
'^ you £ball be convifted of it) I won at play of a 
■** fellow who, it feems, robbed my friend of it ; yoa 
'* mufl, therefore, give an information on oath againfb 
*' one Thomas Fierce, and fay, that you received the 
•* note from him, and leave the reft to me. lamcer- 
*' tain, Molly, you muft be fenfible of your obligati- 
■*' ons to me, who return good for evil to you in this 
■*' manner." The lady readily confented : and ad- 
vanced to .embrace Mr. Wild, who ftept a little 
back, and cry'd: " Hold, Molly; there are two 
** other notes of 200 1. each to be accounted for, 
*' where arc they?" The lady protefted with the 
TOoft folemn affeverations that fhe knew of no more ; 
with which, when Wild was not fatisfied, fhe cry'd : 
" I will ftand fearch." *' That you fhall anfwered 
«* Wild, and ftand ftrip too:" he then proceeded to 
tumble and fearch her, but to nopurpofe, till at laft fhe 
^burft into tears, and declared fhe would tell the truth 



6B THc LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 

(as indeed ftie did;) (he then confefled that flie had 
iifpofed of the one to Jack Swagger, a great favourite 

. of the ladies, being an Irifli gentleman, who had been 
bred clerk to an attorney, afterwards whipt out of a re- 
giment of dragoons, and was then a Newgatc-folicitor, 
and a bawdy-houfe bully ; and as for the other, ihe 
had laid it all out that very morning in brocaded-filkj, 
and Flander s-Uce. With this account Wild, who in- 
deed knew it to be a very probable one, was forced 
to be contented; and now abandoning all further 
thoughts of what he faw was irretrievably loft, he gave 
the lady fome further inttru6lions, aud then, defiring 

. her to ftay a few minutes behind him, he returned to 
his friend^ and acquainted him that he had difcovered 
the whole roguery; that the woman had confefled 
frf m whom fhe had received the note, and promifed to 
give an information before a julHce of peace ; adding, 
he was concerned he could not attend him thither, be- 
ing obliged to go to the other end of the town to re- 
ceive thirty pounds, which he was to pay that even- 
ing. Heartfree faid that fliould not prevent him of 
his company, for he could eafily lend him fucha trifle. 

' This was accordingly done and accepted, and Wild, 
Heartfree, and the lady went tothejuftice together. 

The warrant being granted, and the conftable be- 
ing acquainted by the lady, who received her infor- 
mation from Wild of Mr. Fierce's haunts, he was 
eafily apprehended, and, being confronted with Mifs 
jStraddle, who fwore pofitively to him, though (he 
had never feen him before ; he was committed to 
Newgate, where he immediately conveyed an inform 
mation to Wild of what had happened, and in the 
evening received a vifit from him. 

Wij,D afFefted great concern for his friend's mif- 
fortune, and as great furprize at the means by which 
it was brought about. However, he told Fierce that 
he muft certainly be miftaken in that point, of his 
having had no acquaintance with Mifs Straddle ; but 
added, that he would find her out, and endeavour to 
take off her evidence ; which, he obferved, did not 
come home enough to endanger him ; befides, he 
would fecure him witneiTes of an Jliii, and five or 

fix 
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fix to kis charafler ; (6 that he need be under no ap« 
prehenflon, for his confinement till the feiOions would 
De his only puni0iment. 

Fierce^ who was ereatly comforted l}y thefe af- 
forances of his friend^ returned him many thanks^ 
and both fhaking each other very earneftly by the 
hand, with a very hearty embrace they feparated. 

.THEJiero confidered with himfelf that the fingle 
evidence of Mifs Straddle would not be fufHcient to ' 
convidl Fierce^ whom he refolved to hang, as he was 
the pcrfon who had principally refufed to deliver him 
the llipulated fiiare of the booty ; he therefore went 
in queft of Mr. James Sly^ the gentleman who had 
affifted in the exploit^ and found, and acquainted 
him with the apprehending of Fierce. Wild then in- 
timating his fear» left Fierce Ihould impeach Sly, 
advifed him to be beforehand, to furrender himfelf to 
a jultice of peace, and offer himfelf as an evidente. 
Sly approved Mr. Wild's opinion, went diredlly to a 
nugiftrate, and was by him committed to the Gate- 
houfe, with a promife of being admitted evidence 
againft his companion. 

ffiERCE was, in a few days, brought to his trial at 
the Old Bailey, where, to his great confufion, his old 
fiiend Sly appeared againft him, as did Mifs Straddle* 
His only hopes were now in the ailiftances which our 
hero had promifed him. Thefe unhappily failed him : 
fo that the evidence being plain againft him, and he 
making no defence, thejuryconvidedhim, the court 
condemned him, and Mr. Ketch executed him. ~ 

With fuch infinite addrefs did this truly great 
man know how to play with the pafiions of men, to fee 
them at variance with each other, 'and to work his 
own purpofes out of thofejealoufies and apprehenfions, 
which he was wonderfully ready at creating by means 
of thofe great arts. Which the vulgar call treachery, 
dilTcmbling, promifing, lying, falfhood, ^c. but which 
are byjgreat men fummed up in the collective name 
of policy, or j>olitics, or rather politrics ; an art of 
which, as it is the higheft excellence of human nature, 
perhaps oar great maa was the nofi eminent mafter. 
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CHAP. VL 
0/ Hats. 

WILD had now got together a very confide- 
rable gang> compofed of undone gamefters, 
mined bailiff's, broken tradefmen, idle apprentices, 
attofnies clerks, and loofe and diforderly youth, who 
being born to no fortune, nor bred to any trade or 
profeflion, were willing to lire luxurioufly without 
labour. As thefe perfons wore diiFerent Principles, 
i. e. Hats, frequent diflentions grew among them. 
There were particularly two parties, wa;. thofe who 
wore \i2iU fiercely cocked, and thofe who preferred the 
Nah or trencher hat, with the brim flappingover their 
eyes. The former were called Cavaliers and Tory 
Roty Ranter Boys, &c. The latter went by the feveral 
xmratsoiWags, Round-heads, Shake-Bags, Old-Nolls, 
and feveral others. Between thefe, continual jars arofe ; 
infomuch, that they grew in time to think there was • 
fomething effential in tlieir difference, and that their 
interefts were incompatible, with each other, whereas, 
in truth, the difference lay only in the fafhion of their 
hats. Wild therefore, having aifembled them all at 
an ale-houfe on the night after Fierce's execution, and 
perceiving evident marks of their mifunderflanding^ . 
from their behaviour to each other, addrefied them 
in the following gentle, but forcible manner *• *' Gen* - 

'* tiemen, 

* There is fomethmg very myftenous m this fpeech, which 
probably that chapter written by Ariftotle on this fubjc^, which 
is mentioned by a French authof, might have given feme light 
imo \ but that is unhappily among the Toft works of that phtlofo- 
pher* It is remarkable, that Galerus, which is Latin for a Hat, 
£gnifies likewife a dog-fiih, as the Greek word Kuvsa doth the 
Skin of that Animal ; of which I fuppofe the hats or helmets of 
the ancients were compofed, as ours at prefept are of the beaver or 
rabbit. Sophocles, in the latter end of his Ajax, alludes to a me- 
thod of cheating in hats, and the fcholiaft on the place tells us of 
one Crephontes, who was a m after of the art. It is obfcrvaUe 
likewife, that Achilles, in the firft Iliad of H omer, tells *Aga- ' 
memnan, in anger^ that he had dog^s eyes. Now, as the eyes of 
Bihgut jbaodlbflBar than thofe <tf «lino& «xk) ciOmx «&ua^^ this 
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'* tlexjien^ I am afhamed to fee men embarked in fb 
*' great and glorious an undertaking, as that of rob- 
*' bing the public, fo foolilhly and weakly diffenting 
*' among themfelves. Do you think the firfl inven- 
*' tors of hats, or at leaft of the diilindijns between 
" them, really conceived that one form of hats fhould : 
** infpire aman with divinity, another with law, ano- 
*' ther with learning, or another with bravery? No, 
" they meant no more by thefe outward figns, than 
*' to impofe on the vulgar, and inftead of putting' 
*' ereat men to the trouble of acquiring or maintain- 
** ing the fubftance,-to make it fufficient that th«y 
*« condefcend to wear the type or fhadow of it. 
" You do wifely, therefore, when in a crowd, to 
•* amufe the mob by quarrels on fuch accounts, that . 
*' while they are liftening to your jargon, you may, 
*' with the greater eafe and fafet) , pick their pockets-:- 
*• but fufcly to be in earneft, and privately to keep 
** up fuch a ridiculous contention amon? yourfelvcs, 
" muft argue the higheft folly and abfurdity. When 
* *' you know you are all Prigs, what difference can a 
*' broad or a narrow brim create ? Is a Frig lefs a Prig 
" in one hat than in another ? If the public fhould be 
** weak enough to intefeft themfelves in your quarrels, 
** and to prefer one pack to the other, while both 
** are aiming at their purfes ; it is your bufinefs to 
" laugh at, not imitate their folly. What can be 
" more ridiculous than for gentlemen to quarrel about 
•* hats, when there is not one among you, whofehat 
" is worth a ferthing. What is the ufe of a hat, * 
** farther than to keep the head warm, or to hide a 
*' bald crown from the public ? It is the mark of a 
*' gentleman to move his hat on every occaiion ; and 
*' in courts and noble aifemblies^ no man ever wears 

** one. 

could be no tenn of reproach* He muft therefore mean that he 
had a hat on," which, perhaps, from the creature it was made of^ 
or from^fome other, reafon, might have been a mark of infamy* 
This fuperftitious opinion may account for that cuftom, which 
hath defcended through all nations, of (hewing refpeA by pulling 
off diis covering} and that no man is efteemed fit to converfe ^nvtlbk 
his fuperion yith it on*. J ihidi. conclude tbisVeasmtd W3k\)e.> ^^ 
ttmvkiafy that the term Old Hat, U %t ptc&oX >^t4V|>^H^ 
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** one. Let me Hear no more therefore of this childiOi ^ 
<' difagreement, but all tofs up your hats together . 
«' with one acccxrd^ and coniider that hat as the befl, v 
*' which will contain the largeft booty.'' He thus 
ended his fpeech, which was followed by a murmur- 
hig applaufe« and immediately allprefent toiTed their . 
hats together as he had commanded them. 

CHAP. VII. 

Sbe^wing the confoquence fwhich attended Heartfree'/ ad- 
'Ventures nvith Wild; all natural, and common enough 
' to little nvr etches who dealnvith Great Men ; togetber ' 
'^with fome precedents of Utters ^ being the different me^ ' 
thods of anfnsjering a dun, 

LET us now return to Heartfree, to whom the 
Count's note, which he had paid away, was 
TC^turned, with an account that the drawer was not to 
be found ; and that» on enquiry after him, they had . 
lieard he was run away, and coniequently the money 
was now demanded q\ the indorfer. The apprehen- 
lion of fuch a lofs would have afFeded any man of 
buiinefs, but much more one whofe unuvoidable ruin 
it muft prove. He expreifed fo much concern and 
confufion on this occafion, that the proprietor of the 
note was frightened, and refolved to lofe no time in fe» 
curing what he could. So that, in the afternoon of 
the fame day, Mr. Snap was commiilioned to pay 
Heartfree a viiit, which he did with his ufual formal!* 
ty, and conveyed him to his own houfe. 

Mrs. Heartfree was no fooher informed of what 
had happened to her hufband, than fhe raved like one 
diftrafled ; but after fhe had vented the firft agonies 
of her paffion in tears and lamentations, fhe applied 
herfelf to all poffible means to procure her hufband's 
liberty. She haflened to beg her neighbours to fecure 
bail for him. But as the news had arrived at their 
houfes before her, fhe found none of theih at home, 
except an honefl Quaker, whofe fervants durfl not 
tell a lie. However, fhe fucceeded no better witb 
him, for unluckily he had made an affirmation the 
day before, ^at Jic would never be bail for any man. 
7 M\.« 
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After many frultlefs efforts of this kind^ ihe repaired 
to her hulband to comfort him^ at leaft with her pre- 
fence. She found him fealing the laft of feveral let- 
ters> which he was difpatchine to his friends and cre- 
ditors. The moment he faw her, a fadden joy (park- 
led in his eyes, which^ however^ had a very fhort 
duration ; for defpair foon clofed them again : nor 
could he help bai:fting into fome paffionate expreffions 
of concern for her and his little family ; which ihe, 
on her part, did her utmoft to leiTen^ by endeavouring 
to mitigate the lofs, and to raife in him hopes from 
the County who mieht^ ihe faid, be poffibly only gone 
into the country. She comforted him likewife, with 
the expediation of favour from his acquaintance^ e- 
fpecially from thofe whom he had in a particular man- 
ner obliged and fervcd. Laftly, (he conjured him, by 
all the value and efteem he profe/Ted for her, not to 
endanger his health, on which alone depended her 
happinefs, by too great an indulgence of grief ; af- 
foring him that no Hate of life could appear unhappy 
to her with him, unlefs his own forrow or difconteat 
made it Co. 

In this manner did this weak, poor-fpirlted womas 
attempt to relieve her hufband's pains, which it would 
have rather become her to aggravate, by not only 
painting out his raifery in the livelieft colours imagin- 
able, but by upbraiding him with that folly and con- 
fidence which had occafloned it, and by lamenting 
her own hard fate, in being obliged to ihare his fuffer- 
ings. 

Hb ARTFREE returned this goodnefs (as-it is called) 
of his wife, with the warmed gratitude, and they paf- 
fed an hour in a fcene of tendernefs, too low and con- 
temptible to be recounted to our great readers. We 
(hall therefore omit all (uch relations, as they tend 
only to make human .nature low and ridiculous. 

Tho*se meffcngers who had obtained any anfVers to 
his letters now returncB. We ihall here copy a few 
of them, as they may ferve for precedents to others wfio 
have an occaiion, which happens commonly enough 
in genteel life, to anfwer the impertinence of a dun. 

Vol. v.- E V^^'X^^ 
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LETTER I. 
Mr. Heartpree, 
3V1 Y Lord commands me to tell you, he is very muck 
furprized at your a^orance in afking for mene/, 
"which yon know hath been fo little while due ; how- 
'^vcr, as- he intends to deal no longer at your ihop, 
he hath ordered me to pay you as foon as I fhall have 
«£aih in hand, which, confidering many difburfements 
£oT bills long due, &c. can't poffibly promife any time> 
<&c, at |>refent. And am 

Your humble fervant, 

Roger Morecrapt. 

L E T T E R IL 
Dear Sir^ 
*J*HE money^ as you truly fay, hath been three 
years due, but upon my foul I am at prefenc 
incapable of paying a farthing; but as I doubt not, 
very fliortly, not only to content that fmall bill, but 
Jikewife to Jay out very confiderable further foms at 
your houfe, hope you wOl meet with no inconvenience 
i>y this fhort delay in, dear Sir, 

Your moft fincere 

humble fervant, 

Cha. Courtly, 

LETTER III. 
Mr, Heartfreb, 
I BEG you would not acquaint my hufbandof the 
trifling debt between us ; for,, as I know you to 
he a very good-natured man, I will truft you with a 
fecret. He gave me the money long fince to difcharge 
it, which I had the ill Itick to lofe at play. You niay 
he aflnred I will fatisfy you the .firft opportunity, and 
. wn. Sir, 

Your very humble fervaht, 

, Cath. Rubbers, 
Plcafc to prefent my compliments to Mrs. Hcart- 

tl^TTER 
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LETTER IV. 
Mr. Thomas Heartfree, Sir, 
YOURS received ; but as to fum meationed tkere-> 
in, doth not fait at prefent 

Yoar humble fervant, 

Peter Pot^NCB* 

L E T T E R V. 

Sir, 

JAM fincerely forry it is not at prefent poflible for 
me to comply with your requell, efpecially after 
fo many obligations received on my fide, of which t * 
ihall always entertain the moft grateful memory. I 
am very greatly concerned at your misfortunes, ant 
would have waited upon you in perfon, but am not ac 
prefent very well, and, befides, am obliged to go thi& 
evening to Vauxhall. I am. Sir, 

Your moil obliged humble fervant, 

Cha. Easv. 

P. S. I hope good Mrs. Heartfree and the dear 
little ones are well. 

There were more letters to much the fame pur- 
pofe ; but we propofed giving our reader a tafte only. 
Of all thefe, the laft was infinitely the mofl grating 
to poor Heartfree, as it came from one to whom, whenT 
in diftrefs, he had himfelf lent a conliderable fum, and 
of whofe prefent flouriihing circumilances he was weU 
aflured. ' 

CHAP VHL 

In which emr^hero carries greatness /tf^« immoderate 
heights 

LET us remove, therefore, as fail as we can, this 
'detcftabk pidlure of ingratitude, and prefent the 
much more agreeable portrait of that affurance to. 
which the French very properly annex the epithet of 
Good. Heartfree had fcarce done reading his Ui* 
lers, when our hw^o appeared before \i\^ ^^^^% ^^"^ 
fl z ^-^ 
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with that afpe^^ with which a pitiful parfon meets his 
patron^ after having oppofed him at an eledion, or 
which a doctor wears, when fneaking away from a 
door> where he is informed of his patient's death ; 
not with that down-rcaft countenance which. betrays 
the man, who, after a ilrong conflidi: between virtue 
and vice, hath furrendered his mind to the latter, and 
is difcovered in his firfl treachery ; but with that noble, 
bold, great confidence with which a prime minifler 
affures his dependent, that the place he promifed him 
.was difpofed, of before. And fuch concern and un- 
caiinefs as he exprelTes in his looks on thofe occafions, 
did Wild teftify on the firft meeting of his friend. And 
as the faid prime miniiler chides you for negled of 
your intereft, in not having aiked in time, fo did our 
hero attack Heartfree for his giving credit to the 
Count ; and, without fuffering him to make any an- 
swer, proceeded in a torrent of words to overwhelm 
Iiim with abufe ; which, however friendly its inten - 
tion might be, was fcarce to be outdone by an enemy. 
By thefe means Heartfree, who might perhaps other- 
wife have vented fome little concern for that recom- 
mendation which Wild had given him to the Count, 
was totally prevented from any fuch endeavour, and 
like an invading prince, when attacked in his own 
dominions, forced to recal his whole ftrength to de- 
fend himfelf at home. This indeed he did (b well, 
by infilling on the figure and outward appearance of 
the Count and his equipage, that Wild at length grew 
a little more gentle, and with a figh faid, '* I confefs 
** I have the leaft reafon of all mankind to cenfure 
*' another for an imprudence of this nature, as I am my-* 
** felf the moll eafy to be impofed upon, and indeed 
'* have been ib by this Count, who, if he be infol- 
^* vent, hath cheated me of five hundred pounds. 
^' But, for my own part, faid he, I will not yet de- 
'< fpair, nor would I have you. Many men have found 
^' it convenient to retire, or abfcond for a while, and 
** afterwards have paid th^ir debts, or at leaft hand- 
*' fomcly compounded them. This I am certain of,. 
«* ihould a competition take place, which is the worft 
'' I think that can be apprehended, I ihall be the 

" only 
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'* only lofer; fori (hall think myfelf obliged in ho- 
" nour to repair your lofs, even though you muft 
** confefs it was principally owing to your own folly, 
** Z — ds ! had I imagined it neceiTary, I would have 
** cautioned you ; but I thought the part of the town 
'* where he lived, fufficient caution not to truft him.— 

** And fuch a fum ! The devil muft have been ia 

•* you certainly!" 

Th IS was a degree of impudence beyond poor Mrs. 
Heartfree's imagination, Tho' fhe had before vent- 
ed the moft violent execrations on Wild, fhe was now 
thoroughly fatisfied of his innocence, and begged him" 
* not to iniift any longer on what he perceived fo deeply 
affedled her hulband^ She faid, trade could not be car- 
ried on without credit, and furely he was fufficiently j uf- 
tiHed in giving it to fuch a perfon as the Count appear* 
ed to be. Befides, fhe faid, refieflions on what was 
pafl and irretriveable would be of little fervice; 
that their prefent bufmefs was to confider how to pre- 
vent the evil confequences which threatened, and firft 
to endeavour to procure her hufband his liberty. Why 
doth he not procure bail ? faid Wild. Alas ! Sir, . ' 
faid fhe, we have applied to many of our acquaint- 

■ ance in vain ; wc have met with excufes even where 
we could leaft expeft them. " Not bail ! anfwered 
•* Wild, in a paifion, he fhall have bail, if there is 
*' any in the world. It is now very late, but truft 

• ** me to procure him bail to-morrow morning.'* 
Mr s . Heartfree received thefe profeflions with tears, 

■ sind told Wild he was a friend indeed. She then pro- 
' pofed to ftay that evening with her hufband ; but he 

would not permit her, on account of his little family, 
whom he would not agree to trufl to the care of fer- 
vants in this time of confufion. 

■ Ahacrney coach was then fen t for, but without fuc- 
cefs ; for thefe, like hackney friends, always offer them- 
felves in the fun-fhihe, but are never to be found whea 
you want them. And as for a chair, Mr. Snap lived in 
a part of the town which chairmen very little frequent* 
The good woman was therefore obliged to walk home, 
whether the gallant Wild offered to attend her as a 
prote£lor. This favour was thaukCuiV^ 2kC^e\^x.<^^, %cw^ 
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the hufhand and wife having taken a tender leave of 
-each other, the former was locked in, and the latter 
locked out by the hands of Mr. Snap himfelf. 

As this vilit of Mr. Wild's to Heartfrce may feem 
ene of thofe paffages in hillory, which writers, Draw- 
canfir like, introauce, only becauje they dare ; indeed 
as it may feem (omewhat contradidory to the great- 
aefs of our hero, and may tend to blemifh his cha- 
rafter ^^ith an imputation of that kind of friendfliip^ 
which favours too much of weaknefs and imprudence;, 
k may be neceflary to account for this vilit, efpecially 
to our more fagacious readers, whofe fatisfa^ion we 
Ihall always confult in the moil efpecial manner. They 
are to know then, that at the iirft interview with Mrs* 
Heartfree, Mr. Wild had conceived that paflion, or 
affedlion, or friendfhip, or delire, for that handfome 
creature, which the gentlemen of this our age agree 
to call LOVE ; an^ which is indeed no other than that 
kind of affeftion which, after the exercife of the do- 
zninical day is over, a luily divine is apt to conceive 
for the well-dreft firloin or handfome buttock, which 
the well-edified 'fquire in gratitude fets before him, 
and which, fo violent is his love, he devours in imagi- 
nation the moment he i^tz it. Not lefs ardent was Uie 
liungry paflion of our hero, who, from the moment 
lie had call his tyt^ on that charming dim, had cafi 
about in his mind by what method he might come at it.. 
This, as he perceived, might moft eauly be effeded 
after the ruin of Heartfree, which, for other confide- 
rations, he had intended. So he poftponed all endea* 
vours for this purpofe, till he had firfi: effeded what, 
by order of time, was regularly to precede this latter 
defign : with fuch regularity did this our hero condudt 
all his fchemes, and fo truly fuperior was he to all the 
efibrts of paffion, which fo often difconcert and diiap- 
point the nobleil views of others* 
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CHAP, IX. 

Morrc r E at n E s s /»^ Wild, jflonu fcene ietioeen Mrs^- 
Heartfrec and her children^ and afcheme of our hera^- 
ivorthy the higheft admiration^ and e*ven aftonijhment*, 

WHEN firft Wild conduaed his flame (or ra- 
ther his diih, to continue our metaphor) from 
the proprietor, he had projeded a 4efign ot conveying 
lier to one of thofe eatine-houfes in* Coven t- Garden, 
where female flefh. is deliciouily drefl, and ferved up 
to the greedy appetites of young gentlemen ; but fear- 
ktg left he ihould not come readily enough into his 
wiihes, and that, b^ too eager and hafty a purfuit, 
^ dioald fruftrate his future expedations, and luckil/ 
at the fame time a noble hint fuggeiHng itfelf to him» 
by which he might almofl inevitably fecure his plea- 
fure, together with his profit,, he contented himfelf 
with waiting on Mrs. Heartfree home, and after many 
proteflations of friendfhip and fervice to her halband, 
took his leave, and promifed to viiit her early in the 
morning, and to condud her back to Mr. Snap's. 

Wild now retired to a night-cellar, where he found 
jeveral of his acquaintance,, wkh. whom he (pent the 
remaining part of the night in revelliiig ; nor dicTtRd' 
leaft compaflion for Heartfree's misfortunes diftorb the 
pleafure of his cups. So trnly^ great was his foal, 
that it was abiblutely compofed, fave that an appre« 
heniion of Mifs Tidy's making fome difcovery (as 
ihe was then in no good^mper towards him) a little 
»iffied and difqaietedtfie perfe^ ferenity he would o- 
therwiie have enjoyed. As he had, therefore, no op^* 
portunity of feeing her that evening, he wrote her nr 
tetter fiill of ten thoufand proteflations of honourable 
love, and (which he more depended on) containing aa 
manv promifes, in order to bring the young lady inttt 
good humour, without acquainting her in the leaft 
with his fufpicion, or giving her any caution : for 
it was his conftant maxim, never to put it into any 
one's head to do yon a mifduef, by acquainting' hinb 
that it i« in hit owfi powcf • 

E 4, ^^ 
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We muft now return to Mrs, Heartfree, who pafTed 
a fleeplefs night in as great agonies and horror for the 
abfence of her hufband, as a fine well-bred woman 
would feel at the return of her's from a long voyage 
or joarnev. In the morning the children being brought 
to her, the eldeft aiked, njohere dear Bap a <u;as ? At 
which fhe could not refrain from burfting into tears. 
The child perceiving it, faid, DonU cry. Mamma, I am 
Jure Papa nuould not ft ay abroad if he could help it. At 
thefc words fhe caught the child in her arms, and 
throwing herfelf into the chair, in an agony of paflion, 
cried out, Not ffiy cbild^ nor Jhall all the malice of hell 
keep us hong afunder. 

TriESE are circumftances which we (hould not, for 
the amufement of fix or feven readers only, have in- 
ferted, had they liot ferred to (hew, that there are 
weakneiTes in vulgar life, to which great minds are 
fo entirely Grangers, that they have not even an idea 
of them ; and, lecondly, by expoling the folly of this 
low creature, to fet off and elevate that greatnefs, of 
-^hich we endeavour to draw a true portrait in this 
hlftory. ' 

Wild entering the room, found the mother with • 
one child in her arms, and the other at her knee.. 
After p^ing her his cotnpliments, he defired her to 
difmifs tfie children and fervant, for that he had fome- 
thing of the g^reated: moment to impart to her. 

. Shib immedi)^tely complied with his requeft, and, 
the door being fhut, afked him with great eagarnefs 
if he had fucceeded in his intentions of procuring the 
bail. He anfwered he had not endeavoured at it yet; 
for a fcheme had entered into his head, by which (he 
might certainly preferve her hufband, herfelf, and 
faer family. ~in order to which he advifed her infant- 
ly to remove with the mofl valuable jewels fhe had to 
Holland, before any ftatute of bankruptcy iffued to 
prevent her ; that he would himfelf attend her thither^ 
and place her in fafety, and then return to' deliver 
her hufband, who wOuld be thus eafily able to fatisfy 
bis creditors. He added, that he was that inflant come 
from Mr. Snap's, where he had communicated the 
fihcme to Heartfree^ whp had grtatly approved of it» 

9jxi 
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nnd deiired her to pot it in execution without del^y, 
concluding that a moment was not to be loft. t u 
The mention of her hufband's approbation left no 
doubt in this poor woman's bread; ihe only deiired a 
moment's time to pay him a viiic, in order to take her 
leave. But Wild peremptorily refufed; he faid by 
every moment's delay (he rifqued the riiin of hecfa« 
mily ; that (he would be abfent only a few days from 
hittip for that the moment he had lodged her fafe m 
Holland^ he would return , procure her hufband his 
liberty^ and bring him to her. I have been the unfoir- 
tunate, the innocent caufe of all my dear Tom's calami^ 
ty, Madam^ faid he ; and i will perifh with him> er 
iee him out of it. Mr$« Heartfree overflowed with ac*» 
knowledgments of his goodnefs ; but ftill begged for 
the fhorteit interview with her hulband. Wild de- 
clared^ that a minute's delay might be fatal ; and add- 
ed) tho' with the voice of forrow rather than of an- 
ger, that if (he had not refolution enough to execute 
the commands he brought her from her hulband, hia 
ruin would lie at her door ; and, for his own part, he 
mud give up any farther meddling in his affaisse. 

She then propofed to take her children with her: 
but Wild would not permit it, faying, they would' 
only retard their flight, and that it would be properor' 
for her hulband to bring them. He at length abfo-> 
lutely prevailed on this poos woman, who immediately 
packed up the moil, valuable effects (he could fintd, and 
after taking a. tender leave of her iniants, earne&Ly 
commended them to the care of a. very faithful fer* 
▼ant. Then they called a hackney coach,, which con- 
veyed them to an inn, where they were farnifhed with 
a chariot and fix, in which they let forward for 
. Harwich. 

Wild rode wkh an exulting heart y P^cure,. as he 
now thought himfelf, of the po(re(lion of that lovel/ 
woman, together with a rich cargo^K In (hor.t,.he en- 
joyed in his. mind all the. happiness which unbridled 
' lud and rapacious avarice could promi& hinu As to> 
the poor creature,. who« was to. fatisfy the(e paOion^y, 
her whole foul was employed, in reHedUng on the con- 
dition, of he^ hulband and . cj&ildrexu A. dngla woi^ 
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icarce efcaped her lips, tho' many a tear gufhed front 
her brilliant eyes, which, if I may ufe a coarfe ex- 
tfrefiion, ferved only as delicious fauce tolieighteatha 
appetite of Wild. 

C H A P. X- 

Sea-ad'ventures imy new and JurpHfing^ 

WHEN they arrived at Harwich, they found a 
ve^el, which had put in there, juft ready to« 
depart for Rotterdam. So they went immediately on 
board, and failed, with a fair wind; but they had 
]|ardly proceeded out of fight of land> when a fudden^ 
'Sind violem ik»rm arofe, and drove them to the Souths 
Weft ; infomuch that the captain apprehended it im- 
poffibleto avoid the Goodwm fanos, and he and all 
lis crew gave them&lves for loft^ Mrs, Heartfree,. 
who had no other appreheniions from death, butthoie 
«f leaving her dear nuXband and children, fell on 
lier knees to befeech the Almighty's favour^ when 
Wild, with a contempt of danger truly great, took a. 
jefolution as worthy to be admired perhaps a» any re- 
corded of the braveft hero, ancient or modern ; a re- 
fclution, which plainly proved him to have thefe two< 
qualifications fo neceflary to a hero, to be fuperior 
to all the energies of fear or pity^ He faw the tyrant 
Death ready to refcue from him his intended prey, 
which he had yet devoured only in imagination. He 
therefore fwore he would prevent him, and immedi* 
ately attacked the poor wretch, who was in the utmoft 
agonies of deipair, firft with- folicitation, and after^ 
wards with force. 

Mrs. Heartfree, the moment fhe underftood his- 
meaning, which, in her prefent temper of mind, and- 
in the opinion fhe held of him, fhe did not immedi- 
ately, reje&dhim with all the repuHes which indig- 
nation and horror could animate : but when he at- 
tempted violence>fhe filled the cabbin with her fhrieks, 
which were fo vehement^.th^t they reached the ears of 
the captain, the ftorm at diis time luckily abat- 
ing. This man, who was a brutt, rather, from hi* 
cdttcation> ao4 Uic ftement he inhabited,, than froai.. 

nature^. 
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Qttare, ran kaiUly Aovm to k^r afilibLiice, and finding 
£er flruggling on the ground with our hero, he pre- 
fently jreA;aed her &pm her intended raviiher; who 
was loon obliged to quit the woman, in order to en^ 
gage with her luffy champion, who fpared neither pains- 
nor blows in the affidance of his fair pafTenger. 
- Wh£ N the ihort battle was over, in whic£ our hero,, 
had he not been overpowered with.nnmbers> who came- 
down on their captain's fide, would have been vi6^o« . 
nous ; the captain rapped out a hearty oath, and aik- 
ed Wild, If be -bad no more chriftiamty in him than to 
ra'vijh a luoman in afiorm ? To which the other great- 
ly and fullenly anfwercd: ** It was very well; but 
•* d<^^n him if he had not fatisfadlion the moment they. 
** caiAe on fhore.** The captain with great fcorrtr^ 

seplied, AT//} &c. and then forcing Wild out of 

the cabbiii, he, at Mrs. Heartfree's requeft, locked heis. 
into it, abd returned to the care of his fhip. 

The florm was now entirely ceafed, and nothing re* 
9iained but the ufual ruMing of the fea after it, whea 
ene oi the Tailors fpied a fail at a diflance, which the 
captain wifely apprehended might be a privateer (for 
we were then engaged in a war with France) and imme- 
diately ordered all the fail pofllble to be crowded; but 
his caution was in vain ; for the little wind which then 
blew, was dire«5lly adverfe; fo that the fhip bore down 
upon them, and foon appeared to be what the captain 
had feared, a French Privateer. He was in no con- 
dition of refiflance, and immediately flruck on her 
^ring the firil gun. The Captain of^ the Frenchman, 
with feveral of his hands, came on board: the Englifh. 
vefTel; which they rifled of every thing valuable, and,, 
amongll the refl, of poor Mrs, Heartfree's whole cargo ; 
and then taking the crew, together with the two paf- 
£bngers, aboard his own fliip, he determined, as the 
other would be only a burthen to him, to. fink her> 
ihe being very old and leaky, and. not worth go- 
ing back with toI>unkirfc, He preferved,. therefore,. 
nothing but the boat, as his own was none of the 
befl, and then pouring a broad-fide into her, he fent 
hertothebottomr 

E 6 "^^V 



«4 The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 

Thk' French captain^ who was a verv yoang feU 
low, and a man ot^lantrv, was oreienuy enamoured 
to no fmall degree with his beautinil captive ; and ima* 

fining Wild^ from fome words /he dropt, to be her 
ufband^ notwithftanding the ill affection towards him 
which appeared in her looks, he alked her, if (he un- 
derflood French ? She anfwered in the affirmative, for 
indeed fhe did perfectly well. He then afked her, how 
long file and that gentleman (poin'ting to Wild) had 
been married ? She anfwered with a deep figh, and 
many tears, that fhe was married indeed, but not to 
tiut villain, who was the fole caufe of all her misfor- 
tunes. That appellation /aifed a curiofity in the cap* 
tain, and he importuned her in fo prefling, but gentle 
a manner, to acauaint him with the injuries fhe com- 
plained of, that me was at l&Ct prevailed on to recount 
to him the whole hiflory of her afflictions . This fo 
moved the captain, who had too little notions of great- 
nefs, and foincenfedhim againft our hero, that he re- 
iblved to puniih him ; and, without regard to the law» 
of war, he immediately ordered out his fhattered boat, 
and, making Wild a prefent of half-a-dozen bifcuits 
fo prolong his mifery, he put him therein, and theit 
committing liim to the mercy of the fea, proceeded 
on his cruize. 

C H A P. XL 

W# ^reat and ^wonderful behaviour of our Hero in tht 
hoaJt* 

IT is probable, that a defire of ingratiating himfelf 
with his charming captive, or rather conqueror, 
had no little fhare in promoting this extraordinary adl 
of illegal fuftice ; for the Frenchman had conceived 
the fame fort of paffion, or hunger,, which Wild him- 
iclf had feh, and was almofl as much refolved, by 
fome means or other, to fatisfy it. We will leave him, 
however, at prefent, in the purfuit of his wifhes, and 
attend our hero in his boat ; fince it is in circnm- 
Aahces of diftrefs that true ^^reatnefs appears moft' won- 
derful. For, that a prince in the midit of his courtiers, 
fXX r«ady to compliment hiii^ with his favourite cha- 

tifitcr,, 
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rafter> or title^ and indeed, with every thine elfe ; ' 
or that a.conqueror, at the head of an handred thou- 
fand men, all prepared to execute his will> how am- 
faittons, wanton, or cmel foever, (hoald, in the gid- 
dinefs of their pride, elevate themfelves many degrees 
above thoie their tools, feems not difficult to be ima- 
gined, or indeed accounted for. But that a man in 
chains, in priibn^ nay, in the vileft dungeon, (hould 
with perievering pride, and obflinate dignity, difcover 
that vafl fuperionty in his own nature over the reft of 
mankind, who to a vulrar eye ieem much happier than 
himfelf ; nay, that he mould difcover hiaven and pro- 
vidence (whofe peculiar care, it (eems, he^is) at that 
very time at work for him ; this is among the arcana 
of greatnefs, to be perfedly underftood only by an 
adept in that fcience. 

What could be imagined more roiierable than the 
fituation of our hero at this feafon, floating in a little 
boat on the open feas, without :Oar, without fail, and 
at the mercy of the firil wave to overwhelm him ? nay, 
this was indeed the fair fide of his fortune, as it was a 
much more eligible fate than that alternative, which 
threatened him with almofl unavoidable certainty, vi^, 
ftarving with hunger, the fure coniequence of a con- 
tinuance of the calm. 

Our hero finding himfelf in this condition, began 
to ejaculate a round of blafphemies, which the reader, 
without bei^ over pious, might be offended at feeing 
repeated. He thenaccufed tne whole female fex, and 
the paffion of love (as he called it) particularly tlu^ 
which he bore to Mrs. Heartfree, as the unhappy oc- 
jczfion of his prefent foiferings. At length, finding 
himfelf defcending too much into the language of mean- 
nefs and complaint, he ftopp'd ihort, and foon after 

broke forth as jR>llows. " D rn it, a man can die 

*f but once, what fignifies it ! every man muft die, 
** when it is over it is over. I never was afraid of 

*< any thing yet, nor i won't begin now ; no, d n 

" me, won't I. What fignifies fear ? I (hall die whc- 
«* ther I am afraid or no : Who's afraid then, df->—f--4i 
•* me I" At which words he looked extremely Rerce^ 
bvLl recaUcdUng that m on^ Y/a^ igi^tostVx^A^^ojs^ 
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Ae relaxed a little the terror of h'u countenance, and 

pauAng a while; repeated the word,.d n 1 •* Sup- 

*^ pofe I.lhould be. d — ^ned at laft, cries he, when I 
•** uever thought a fy liable of the matter 1 I have often 
■** laughed and made a je& about it, and yet it may be 
■•* fo, for any thing which I know to the contrary. If 
** there ihould be another world, it wall go hard with 
•< me, that is certain. I fhall never efcape for what I 
«« have done to Heartfree. The devil muft have me for 
** that undoubtedly. The devil 1 Pfhaw ! I am not 
** fuch a fool to be frightcn'd at him neither. No, no ;. 
•*» when a man's dead, -there's an end of him.. I wifli. 
** I was certainly fatisfied of it tho' ; for there are 
*^ ibme men of learning, as I have heard, of a diffe* 
^ rent opinion. It is but a bad chance, methinks, I 
«* Hand. If there be no other world, why I fliall be 
^ in no worfe condition than a block or a fk)ne : But 
** if there ihould. ■■ d— — n me, I will think no* 

** longer about it.— Let a packof cowardly rafcals be 
•« afraid of death> I dare look him in the face.. But 
•<* fhall I ftay and Be ftarved ! — No, I will eat up the 
** bifcuits the French fon of a whore bcftowed on me,, 
'^ and then leap into the fea for drink, iince the nn- 
•** confcionable dog hath not allowed me a fingle- 
<* dram." Having thus faid, he proceeded immedi- 
ately to put his purpofe in^ execution, and as his tq^ 
iblution never failed him, he had no foonerdifpatched 
the fmall quantity of proviiion, which his enemy had- 
with fo vaft liberality prefentedhim, than^he caft him^ 
•felf headlong into the fea. 

CHAP. xn. 

The ftrange and yet natural efcape of our Herd, 

OU R hero having with wonderful refolution thrown^ 
himfelf into the fea, as we mentioned at the 
-end of the lafl chapter, was miraculouily within two 
minutes after replaced in his boat ^ and this without 
the afiiftance of a do^hin or fea-horfe,. or any other 
"fifh or animal, who are always as ready at hand when- 
a poet or hiflorian pleafes to call for them to carry a 
iero ^ovgh a fea^ a^ any chairauft at a coSee-hoafr 

door 
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^oor irear St. James's, to convey a beau over a ftreet^ 
and preferve his whitr ftockings. The truth is, wtf- 
do not chufe to have any recouric .to miracles, froni> 
the ftridl obicrvance we pay to that rule of Horace, 

Nee Deus interfit, nifi dignus 'viwdice ntuius. 
The meaning of which is. Do not bring in a fuperna- 
tural agent when you can do without him ; and in* 
deed, we are much deeper read in natural than fuper* 
natural cau fes. We will therefore endeavour to ac- 
count for this extraordinary event from the former oF 
thefe; and in doing this it will be necelTary todifclofe- 
£)me profound fecrets to our reader, extremely well 
worth his knowing, and which may ferve him to ac- 
count for many occurrences of thephinomenouskind' 
which have formerly appeared in this our hemifphere. 
Be it known^thcn, that the great Alma Mater, na- 
ture, is of all other females the mod obdinate, andl 
tenacious of her purpofe. So true is that obfervation,. 

Naiuram. exp^llesfurca licet , ufyue returret. 
Which I need not render in Englifh, it being to bc" 
found in a book whicl^ moi^ fine gentlemen are forced 
te^i'eade. Whatever nature, therefore, purpofes to her* 
iclf, fhe never fuffers any reafon, defign or accident^, 
to fruftrate. Now rfio' it may feem to a fhallow ob— 
ferver, that fome perfons were defigned by nature for 
no ufe or purpofe whatever ;. yet certain, it is, that na- 
man is* born into the world without his particular aU 
lotment ; jriz^. fome to be kings, fome ftatefmen, fbme 
embafladors, fome bifhops, fome generals, and fo on*- 
Of thefe there be two kinds, tho^ to whom nature is 
fo generous to give fome endowment, qualifying them.^ 
for the parts fhe intends them afterwards to a^on this 
fiage ; and thofe whom ihe ufes as inflances of her un- 
limited power, and for whofe preferment to fuch and: 
fiich flations Solomon himfelf could have invented* 
no other reafon than that nature deiigned them fo. 
Thefe latter fome great philofophers have, to ihem 
them to be the favourites of nature, diitinguifhed by 
^e honourable appellation of Nat-uraxs. Indeed, 
the true reafon of the general ignorance of mankind 
•A tUt head fecnu to be thisi^ Xb^^ ^ igaXui^ Cq^u^k^^ 
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to execute thefe her purpofes by certain (econd cauies, 
and as many of thefe lecond caurfes feem fo totally 
foreign to her defign, the wit of man^ which^ like kis 
eye, feees beft diredly forward, and very little and im- 
perfeftly what is oblique, is not able to difcem the 
end by the means. Thus, how a handfome wife or 
daughter fhould contribute to execute her original de- 
fignation of a general ; or how flattery, or half a dozen 
houies in a borough-town, fhould denote a judge, or 
a bifliop^ he is not capable of comprehending. And, in- 
deed, we ourfelves, wife as we are, are forced to reafon 
at effeQu^ and if we had been afked what nature had 
intended fuch men for, before fhe herfelf had by the 
event demonfbrated her purpofe, it is poiliblc we might 
fomctimcs have been puzzled to dedare ; for it muft 
he confefTed, that at firil Aght, and to a mind unin- 
ipired, a man of vafi natural capacity and much ac- 
quired knowledge may feem by nature defigned for 
power and honour, rather than one remarkable only 
for the want of thefe, and indeed all other qualifica- 
tions ; whereas daily experience convinces us of tlus 
contrary, and drives us as it were into the opinion I 
have here difclofed. 

Now, nature having oxiginally intended our great 
man for that final exaltation, which, as it is the mpfl 
proper and becoming end of all great men, it were 
lieartily to be wiihed they might all arrive at ; would 
by no means be diverted from her putpofe.. She there- 
fore no fooner fpied him in the water, than fhe foftly 
whifpered in his ear to. attempt the recovery of his 
boat ; which call he immediately obeyed, and being 
a good fwimmer, and it being a per£ed calm>. with 
great facility accomplifhed it.. 

Thus we think this pafiage in our hiflory, at firH 
ie greatly forprifmg, is very naturally accounted for; 
s^nd our relation reicued from the Prodigious, which^ 
tho' it often occurs in biography, is not ta be encou- 
raged nor much commended oa ajiy occafion, unleYs 
when abfolutely necefTary to prevent the hiilory's be- 
ing at an end. Secondly, we hope our hero is juftir 
fiedfrom that imputation of want of refokition, which 
msiSL have been fatal to the greataefi of hischara^er.. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. xm. 

The conclufioH of the hoot ad<venture, and the end of the 
♦ fecond book, 

OU R hero paft'd the remainder of the evening, 
the night, and the next day, in a condition not 
much to be envied by any pailion of the human mind, 
unlefs by ambition ; which, provided it can only en- 
tertain itfelf with the moft diftant mufic of fame's 
trumpet, can difdain all the pleafures of the fenfualift, 
and thofe more folemn, tho' quieter comforts, which 
a good confcience fuggets to a chriilian philofopher. 

He fpent his time in contemplation, that is to fay, 
in blafpheming, curilng, and fometlmes tinging and 
whiftling. At lafl, when cold and hunger had al- 
inoft fuodued his native iiercenefs, it being a good 
deal paft midnight, and extremely dark, he thought 
he beneld a light at a diftance, which the cloudinefs 
of the iky prevented his miftaking for a ftar : This 
light, however, did not feem to approach him, at 
leaft it approached by fuch imperceptible degriees, that 
it gave him very little comfort, and at length totally 
forfookhim. He then renewed his contemplations as be« 
fore^ in which he continued till the day began to break ; 
when to his inexprefible delight, he beheld a fail at 
a very little diftance, and which luckily feemed to be 
making towards him. He was likewile foon efpied 
by thote in the vcffel, who wanted no fignals to inform 
them of his diftrefs, and as it was almoft a calm, and 
their conrfe lay within five hundred yards of him> 
they hoifled out their boat and fetched him aboard. 

The captain of this fhip was a Frenchman ; ihe 
was laden with deal from Norway, and had been 
extremely (battered in the late ftorm. This captain 
was of that kind of men, who are actuated by a ge- 
neral humanity, and whoie compaffion can be railed 
by the diilrefs of a fellow-creature, though of a nation 
whofe king has quarrelled with the monarch of their 
own. He therefore commiferating the circumflances 
of-Wild, who had drefs*d up a ftory proper to im^fe 
upon foch a fiUy fellow ; told him, t!tv%x %& \^V^ 
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well knew, he muft be a prifoner on his arrival in 
France, but that he would endeavour to procure his 
redemption ; for which our hero greatly thanked him. 
But as they were making very flow fail (for they had 
loft their main-maft in the ftorm) Wild faw a little 
veftel at a diftance^ they being within a few leagues 
of the Englilh fhore, which, on enquiry, he was in- 
formed was probably an Englifh fiihing-boat. Aad», 
it being then perfedly calm, he promifed, that if they 
would accommodate him with a pair of fcullers, he* 
could get within reach of the boat,^ at leaft near e- 
pough to make iignals to her ; and he preferred any 
rifque to the certain fate of being a priibner. As his 
courage was fomewhat reftored by the provifions (efpe- 
cially brandy) with which the Frenchmen had fuppli**^ 
' ed him, he was fo earneH in his entreaties, that the^^ 
captain, after many perfuafions, at length complied;. 
«nd he was furnilhed with fcullers, and with ibme- 
bread, pork, and a bottle of brandy. Thea taking 
leave of his prefervers, he again betook himielf to 
his boat, and rowed fo heartily, that he foon came 
within the fight of the £fherman, who immediately 
xaade tgwards him»^ and took him aboard,. 

No fooner was Wild got fafe on board the fiiherman^ 
than he befi;ged him to make the utmoft fpeed into 
Deal ; for that the veflel which was ftill in fight, was 
a diftrefifed Frenchman, bound for Havre de Grace, 
and might eafily be made a prize, if there was an j- 
ihip xesdy to go in purfuit of her.. So nobly and great-^ 
ly did our hero negled all obligations conferred on 
jum by the enemies of his country, that he would have 
contributed all he could to the taking his beneiaAor^ 
•to whom he owed both his life and his liberty. 

The fi(herman,took his advice,, and ibon arrived at- 
Deal,, where the reader will I doubt, not, be as madi, 
concerned as Wild was» tha^ there was not a iingle. 
Aip prepared to go on th,e expedition. 

Oua hero now ijiw himfeli once niore fafe on Terrm 
firwut ; but uiduckily at fome diil^ce from that city 
iwhere men of ingenuity can mofr eaiily fupply their 
ii^ants without the afiiftance of mpiiey, or rather cao^ 
mQ9^ tiify f fOCMCP in<mey for tb^ fppply of their 

^«Citw 
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wan ts , However, as his talen ts were fuperior to e verjr 
difficulty, he framed fo dexterous an account of his 
being a merchant, having been taken and plundered 
by the enemy, and of nis great effedls in London, 
that he was not only heartily regaled by the fifherman 
at his houfe ; but made fo handfome a booty by way 
of borrowing, a method of taking which we have be- 
fore mentioned to have his approbation, that he was 
enabled to provide himfelf with a place in the ftage- 
9oach ; which (as God permitted it to perform the 
journey) brought him, at the appointed time, to an 
inn in the metropolis. 

And now, reader, as thou canft be in no fufpenfe 
for the fate of our great man, fince we have returned 
Kim fafe to the principal fcene of his glory, we will a 
little look back on the fortunes of Mr. Heartfree, 
whom we left in no very pleafant fituation ; but of 
tUa we ihall treat in the nexx book« 
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BOOK III. 
CHAP. I. 

Tie lonu and pitiful hebavioMr of Hiortfrei ; and the 
foolifi conduQ of his apprentice. 

HIS misfortunes did not entirely prevent Heart* 
free from cloiing his eyes. On the contrary, 
he ilept feveral hcyurs the firft night of his confinement. 
Howrever, he perhaps paid too feverely dear both for 
^is repofe, and for a fweet dream which accompa- 
nied it, and reprefented his little family in one of thofe 
tender fcenes, which had frequently pafs'din the days 
of his happinefs and profperity, when the provifion 
they were making for the future fortunes of their chil- 
dren ufed to be one of the moil agreeable topics of 
^ifcourfe, with which he and his wife entertaimed 
•themielves. Thepleafantnefs of this vifion, therefore, 
* ^ttst^ only, on his awaking, to fet forth his prefent 
jxufery with additional horror, and to heighten the 
dreadfful ideas which now crowded on his mmd. 

. Hb had fpent a confiderable time after his firft rif- 
ing from the bed on which he had, without undreffing, 
thrown iimfeJf, aad now began to wonder at Mrs. 
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Hcartfrec's long abfence ; but as the mind is defirous 
(and perhaps wifely too) to comfort itfclf with draw- 
ing the moft flattering conclufions from all events ; 
fo he hoped the longer her ftay was« the more certain 
was his deliverance. At length his impatience pre- 
vailed y and he was juft going to^fpatch a meifenger 
to his own houie^ when his apprentice came to pay 
him a viiit> and on his enquiry^ informed him> that 
his wife had departed in company with Mr. Wild 
many hoars before, and had carried all his moft valu- 
able effeds with' her ; adding, at the fame time, that 
ihe had herfelf poiitively acquainted him ihe had her 
hufband's exprefs orders for ib doing, and that ihe 
was gone to Htlland. 

It IS the obfervation of many wife men, who have 
iludied the anatomy of the. human foul with more at- 
tention than our young phyiicians generally beftow on 
that of the body, that great and violent furprize hath 
a different efFed from that which is wrought in a 

food houfewife by perceiving any diforders in her 
itchen ; who, on fuch occafions, commonly fpreads 
the difbrder, not only over her whole family, but over 
the whole neighbourhood. Now, thefe great calami- 
ties, efpecially when fudden, tend to ftifle and deaden 
all the faculties, inilead of roufmg tKem; and ac- 
cordingly Herodotus tells us a flory of Croefus, l^ing 
of Lydia, who on beholding his fervants and courtiers 
led captive, wept bitterly ; but when he faw his wife 
and children in ^hat condition, ftood ftupid and mo- 
tionlefs ; A> ftood poor Heartfree on this relation of 
his appreiitice, nothing moving but his colour, which 
entirely forfook his countenance. 

TiTE apprentice, who had not in the leaft doubted 
the veracity of his miftrefs, perceiving the furprize 
which too vifibly appeared in his mafter, became 
ipeechlefs likewife, and both remained filent fbme 
minutes, gazing with aftoniOiment and horror at each 
other. At laft Heartfree cry'd out in an agony : ** My 
** wife defer ted me in my misfortunes ! V Heaven for- 
bid. Sir, anfwered the other. •* And what is become 
** of my poor children, replied Heartfree?" They 
are at home^ Sir, faid the apprentice. ** Y\fc«5«w\jft. 
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** praifed ! She hath forfaken them too, cries Heart- 
** free: Fetch them hither this inftant. Go, my dear 
*« Jack, bring hither my little all which remains now: 
*• Fly, child, if thoU doft not intend likewife to for- 
** fake me in my affliclions.'' The youth anfwered 
lie would die fboner than entertain fuch a thought, 
and begging his matter to be comforted, inftantly 
obeyed his orders. 

Heart FRE6, the moment the young man wai 
departed, threw himfelf on his bed in an agony of de- 
spair ; but, recollecting himfelf after he had vented 
the firft fallies of his paffioUf he began to queilion 
the infidelity of his wife, as a matter impoflible. He 
ran over in his thoughts the uninterrupted tendernefs 
which (he had always (hewn him,^nd, for a minute, 
blamed the raihnefsof his belief againft her; 'till the 
many circumilances of her having left him fo long, 
and neither writ nor fent to him fince her departure 
with all his eiFeCb, and with Wild, of whom he was 
^ot before without fufpicion ; and laftly and chiefly, 
her falfe pretence to his commands, entirely turned 
-the fcale, and convinced him of her difloyalty. 

While he was in thefe agitations of mind, the 
good apprentice, who had ufed the utmoft expedition, 
brought his children to him* He embraced them with 
the moft paffionate ifbndnefs, and imprinted number* 
lefs ki/Tes on their little lips. The little girl flew to 
him withalmoflas much eagernefs as he himfelf ex- 
prefled at her fight, and cry'd out : ** O Papa, why 
<' did you not come home to poor mamma all this 
** while ; I thought you would not have left your 
** little Nancy fo long." After which he atked her 
lor her mother, and was told flie had kifs*d them both 
in the morning, and cried vtry much for his abfence« 
All which brought a flood of tears into the eyes of 
this weak, filly man, who had not greatnefs fuflici- 
«nt to conquer thefe low efforts of tendernefs and hu« 
inanity. 

He then proceeded to enquire of the maid-fervant, 
ivho acquainted him, that fheknew no more than that 
ber miflrefs had taken leave of her children in the 
Aornin^ with many tears and kifiesi and had recom«> 

. Kvemded 
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mended them in the moft earneft manner to her care ; 
fhe faid fhe had promifed faithftilly^ to take care oF 
them, and would while they were entrufted to her, 
iblfil her promife. For which profeffion Heartfree 
exprelTed much gratitude to her; and, after indulging 
himfelf with fome little fondneffes, which we (hall 
not relate, he delivered his children into the good wo- 
man's hands and difmiiTed her. 



CHAP. II. 

^/oUloqujf of Heartfree* s full of low and hafe ideas ^ 
. 'Without a Jy Halle ^Greatness. 

BEING now alone, he fat fome fhort time (i- 
lent, and then burfl forth into the following fo- 
liloquy : 

"What (hall I do? Shalll abandon myfelfto a 
" diipirited defpair, or fly in the face of the AI- 
*' mighty? Surely both arc unworthy of a wife man; 
** for what can be more vain than weakly to lament 
*' my fortune, if irretrievable, or, if hope remains, 
** to offend that Being, who can moft ftrongly fup- 
•' port it : But are my pafEons then voluntary ? Am I 
** 10 abfolutely their mafter, that I can refolve with 
** myfeif, fo far only will I grieve? Certainly noi 
*' Reafon, however we flatter ourfelves, hath not fuch 
*' defpotic empire in our minds, that it can with . 
" imperial voice, hufli all our forrow in a moment. 
** Where then is its ufc? For either it is an empty 
•* found, and we are deceived in thinking we have 
*' reafon, or it is given us to fome end, and hath a 
•* part affignedit by the all- wife Creator. Why, what 
*' can its office be, other than jultly to weigh the 
** worth of all things, and to direft ns to that perfec- 
*• tion of human wifdom, which proportions our ef- 
'* teem of every objedof its real merit, and prevents 
«• us from over or under valuing whatever we h6pe 
" for, we enjoy, or we lofe, ft doth not foolimly 
** fay to us. Be not clad, or Be not forry, which 
" would be as vain and as idle, as to bid tha purling 
«' river ceafe to run, or the raging wind to blow • "5. 
8 ** ^t«^^^V% 
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** prevents us only from exulting, like children, 
«* when we receive a toy, or from lamenting when 
" we are deprived of it. Suppofe then Thave loft 
*' the enjoyments of this world, and iny expedtation 
'* of future pleafure and profit is for ever diiappoint- 
** ed ; what relief can my reafon afford ? What, un- 
5' leis it can (hew me I had fixed my affections on a 
** toy ; that what I deiired was not by a wife man ea- 
** gerly to be affeded, nor its lofs violently deplored ; 
'^ ror there are toys adapted to all ages, nrom the rat- 
'' tie to the throne ; ana perhaps the value of all is 
*' eqaal to their feveral poffeffors ; for if the rattle 
*< pleafes the ear of the infant, what can the flattery 
*« of fycophants give more to the prince ? The latter 
** is as far from examining into the reality and fource 
<' of his pleafure, as the former; for if both did, 
** they mujft both equally defpife it. And furely if 
" we confider them ferioufly, and compare them to- 
♦* gecher, we fiiall be forced to conclude all thofe 
«* pomps and pleafures, of which men are fo fond; 
<' and which, through fo much danger and difficulty 
<« with fuch violence and villainy they purfue, to be 
<* as worthlefs trifles as any expofed to lale in a toy- 
«' fhop. I have often noted my little eirl viewing with 
** ea|^ eyes, a jointed baby ; I have marked the 
'' pains and folicitations fhe hath ufed, till I have 
<« been prevailed on to indulge her with it. At her 
<« firft obtaining^ it, what joy hath fparkled in her 
'* countenance I with what raptures hath ihe taken 
" poffeffion ; but how little fatisfadlion hath flie found 
" in it ! What pains to work out her amufement from 
«' it ! Its drefs muft be varied ; the tinfel ornaments 
<' which firft caught her eyes, produce no longer 
-'< pleafure ; fhe endeavours to make it (land and walk 
/< in vain, and is conftrainedherfelf to fapply it with 
.<« converfation. In a day's time it is thrown by and 
«« negledled, and fome lefs coftly toy preferred tg it. 
** How like the fituation of this child is that of every 
*' man ! What difficulties in the purfuit of his de- 
*' fires ! What inanity in the pofleflion of inoft, and 
«» fatiety in thofe which leem more real and fubftan> 
** tial ! The delights of moft men are as childiih an4 
^^ as fuperAcial as that of my little gid; a feather 
7 ' ** <it 
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*^ or a fiddle are their purfuits and their jpleafares 
** through life even to their ripeft years, if lach men 
*' may be faid to attain any ripenefs at all. But 
*' let us furvey thofe who(e underftandings are of a 
** more elevated and refined temper : How empty do 
** they foon find the world of enjoyments worth their 
*/ defire or attaining ! How fbon do they retreat to 
•* folitude and contemplation, to gardening, and 
** planting, and fach rural amufements, where theit 
*' trees and th^ enjoy the air and the fun in common, 
** and both vegetate with very little difference be- 
** tween the^. But fuppofe (which neither truth nor 
** wifdom will allow). we could admit fomething more 
^' valuable and fubilantial in thefe bleilings, would 
** not the uncertainty of their pofifeflion be alone fuf- 
** ficicnt to lower their price ? How mean a tenure is 
** that at the will of fortune, which chaiice, fraud, 
** and rapine, are every day Co likely to deprive us of, 
** and often the more likely by how much the greater 
*' worth our poffeffions are of 1 Is it no,t to place our 
«' affedtions on a bubble in the water, or on a pidlure 
*' in the clouds ! What madman would build a fine 
•* hou/e, or firame a beautiful garden, oq land in whichi 
'^* he held fo uncertain an intereft! But again, was 
<* all this lefs undeniable, did fortune, the lady of our 
«' manor, leafe to us for out lives ; of how little con- 
«' fideration muft even this term appear ? For admit- 
*;" ting that thefe pleafures were not liable to be torn 
*' from us; how certainly muft we be torn from 
^* diem J Perhaps to-morrow,— Nay, or even fooner : 
^» For as tfcc excellent poet fays, 

'• Where i« to-morn)W? ^In the other world. 

^* To thousands this is true, and the rcverfc 
. <* Is fure to none. ^ 

•* But if I have no further hope in this world, can I 
** have none bpyond it ? Surely thofe laborious wri- 
*' ters, who have taken fuch infinite pains to deflroy 
•» or weaken all the proofs of futurity, have not fo 
•* far fucceeded as to exclude us from hope. That 
*« active principle in man, which with fuch boldneft 
«v pnQitB us on through every lal)Qu>i ^^di^^^xiN^:^ >^^^ 
Vol. y. F ^* ^xvwcx 
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" attain tke mofl diftant and moft improbable event 
«• in this world, will no^ furely deny us a little flat- 
•* tering profpeft of thofe beautiful manfion^^ which, 
*' If they could be thought chimerical, muft be al- 
*' lowed the loveliell which can entertain the eye of 
** man ; and to which the road, if we underftand it 
** rightly, appears to have fo few thorns and briers 
*< in it, and to require fo little labour and fatigue 
** from thofe who iliall pafs through it, that its ways 
«« are truly faid to be ways of pleafantnefs, and all 
•' its paths to be thofe of peace. If the proofs of 
** chriftianity be as ftrongas I imagine them, furely, 
** enough may be deduced from that ground cmly, to 
*' comfort and fupport the moft miferable man in his 
•* affliaipns. And this I think my reafon tells me, 
** that if the profefTors and propagators of infidelity 
♦* arc in the right, the lofles which death brings to 
•' the virtuous are not worth their lamenting j but if 
** thefe are, as certainly they fecm, in the wrong, 
«* the bleflings it procures them are not fufficicntly to 
*' be coveted and rejoiced at. 

*• On my own account then, I have no caufe for 
•' forrow, but on my childrens — ! Why, the fame 
** Being to wiide goodnefs and power I entruft my 
*' ownnappinefe, is likewife as able and as willing 
•* to procure theirs. Nor matters it what ftate of life 
«* is allotted for them, whether it be their fate to 
•* procure bread with their own labour, or to eat it 
*' at the fweat of Others. Perhaps, if we confider 
*' the cafe wiih proper attention, or reiblve it witfc 
•*^ due fincerity ; the former is much the fweeter. The 
*^ hind may be more happy than the lord ; for his 
*• defires are fewer, and thofe fbch as arc attended 
** with more hope and lefs feat*. I will do my utmoft 
'* to lay tlie foundations of my childrens happinefs, 
** I. will carefully avjoid educating them in a ftation 
** fuperJor to their fortune, and for the event truft to 
V that Bjejng in whom whoever rightly confides, muft 
*• be fuperior to all worldly fgrrpws.'* 

In this low manner did this poor wretch proceed 
to argue, till he had worked hlmlelf up into an enthu« 
£afni> which by degrees foon became invulnerable to 

every 
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every kaman attack; fo that when Mr. Snap ac- 
•quaintcd him with the return of the writ, and that he 
muft carry him to Newgate, he received the me/Tage 
as Socrates did the news of the iliip^s arrival, and thaft 
he was to prepare for death. 

CHAP. iir. 

Wherein our Hero proceeds in the road to Greatne/f4 

BU T we muft not detain our reader too long with 
thefe low charaAers. He is doubtlefs as irnpa^ 
tient as the audience at the theatre, till the principal , 
iieure returns on the ftage ; we will therefore indulge 
his inclination, and purfue the adtions of the Great 
Wild. 

There happened to be in the itage-coach, in 
which Mr. Wild travelled from Dover, a certain young 
gentleman who had fold an eftate in Kent, and was 
~ goiag to London to receive the money. There was 
likewife a handfome young woman who had left her 
parents at Canterbury, and was proceeding to the 
fame city, in order, as flie informed her fellow-travel- 
lers, to make her fortune. With this girl the young 
fpark was fo much enamoured, that he publickly ac- 
quainted her with the purpofe of his journey, and of- 
fered her a conliderable fum in hand and a fettlemfent, 
if fhc would confent to return with him into the 
country, where flie would be at a fafe dillance from 
her relations. Whether fhc accepted this propofal or 
no, we are not able with any tderable certainty to 
deliver : But Wild the moment he heard of this mo- 
ney, began to call about in his mind by what means 
iie might become mailer of it. He entei^ into a 
long harangue about the method^s of carrying monef 
fafely on the road, and faid, he had at that time two 
bank biUs of a hundred pounds each fewed in his 
coat; which, added he, is fo fafe away, that it is 
almoft impoffiUe I fhould be in any danger of being 
robbed by the moft cunning highwayman. 

The young gentleman, who was no defccndant of 
Solomon, or, if he was, did not, any more than fame 
tether defcfsdcnts %( wife men, ii^omV ^ htv^^^^ ^ 
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his anccftor, greatly approved Wild's ingenuity, and 
thanking him for his information, dec^red he would 
follow hisexampl^when he returned into th& country ; 
by which means he propofed to fave the premium 
commonly taken for the remittance. Wild had thea 
no more to do but to inform him felf rightly of the 
time of the gentleman's journey^ which he did wiih 
* great certainty, before they feparated. 

At his arrival in town, he fixed onhjfwo whom he 
regarded as the moft refolute of his gang for this en- 
terprize : and accordingly having fummoned the prin- 
cipal, or moft defperate as he imagined liim, of thefe 
two (for he never chofe to communicate in the pre- 
fence of more than one) he propofed to him the rob- 
bing and murdering this gentleman. 

Mr. Marybone (for that was rhe gentleman's name 
to whom he applied) readily agreed to the robbery ; 
but he heiitated at the murder. He faid, as to rob- 
bery, he had, on much weighing and coi^^dering the 
matter, very well renconciled his confcience to it ; for 
though that noble kind of robbery which was executed 
on the highway, was from the cowardice of mankind 
Jefs frequent, yet the bafer and meaner fpecies fome- 
times (galled cheating, but ipore commonly known by 
the name of Robbery within the Law, was in a man- 
ner univerfal. He did not therefore pretend to the re- 
putation of b^ingfomuch honeftcr than other people; 
but could by no means fatisfy himfelf in the commif- 
iion of murder, which was a iln of the moil heinous 
nature, and fo immediately profecuted by God's judg. 
ment, that it never pafTed undifcovered or unpunifhcd. 
, Wild, with the utmoft difdain in his countenance 
anfwered as follows. ** Art thou he whom I have f« 
•' leded out of my whole gang for this glorious un 
«* dertaking, anddoft thou cant of God's revenger 
•' gaind murder? You have, itfeAs, reconciled yoi 
•* confcience (a pretty word) to robbery from its b 
** ing fo common. Is it then the novelty of murd 
** that deters. you? Do you imagine that guns a 
'' piftols, ^nd fwords, and knives, are the only 
•' flruments of death ? Look into the world, and 
'* $bt liiiuxibers whom broken fortunes and brol 

•• he 
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'• hearts bring untimely to the grave. To omit thofi 
** glorious heroes, who, to their immortal honour, 
•^ have maflacred whole nations, what think you of 
** private perfecqtion, treachery, and flandar, by whicb 
** the very fouls of men are in a manner torn front 
" their bodies? Is it not more generous, nay, more 
'^ good natured, to fend a man to his reft, than after 
** havihg plundered hipi of all he hath, or ftbmma- 
•' lice or malevolence deprived him of his charafler, 
*' topunifli him with a languifhing death, or, what 
'* is worfe, a languifhing life ? Murder, therefore, it 
'* not fo uncommon as you weakly conceive it, thoV . 
'* as you faid of robbery, that more noble ieind^ 
** which lies within the paw of the law, may be fb. 
*'. But this is the moft innocent in him who doth it, 
«' and the moft eligible to him who is to fuf- 
** fer it. Believe^ me, Iad> the tongue of a viper i» 
♦' Jefs hurtful than that of a flanderer, and the gilded 
♦' fcales of a rattlefnake lefs dreadful than the purfe 
•' of the oppreflbr. Let me therefore hear no more 
*' of your fcruples; but confent to my propofal with- 
**" out farther hefitation, unlefs, like a womAn, yo« 
*' are afraid of blooding your cloaths," or, like a fool, ^ 
^' are terrified with the apprehcnfions of being hanged 
*• in chains. Take my word for it, you had better 
*' be an honeft man than half a rogue. Do not 
*,* chink of continuing in my gang without abandon- 
•• ing yourfelf abfolutely to my pleafure ; for no man 
*' Ihall ever receive a favour at my hands, who ftick^ 
** at any thing, or is guided by any other law tha» 
•« that of my will." 

' Wild thus ended his fpeech, which had not the' 
defired efFeft on Marybone ; he agreed to the robbery, 
but would not undertake the murder, as Wild (who 
feared *that by Marybone's demanding to fearch the* 
gentleman's coat he might hazard fufpicion himfelf) 
iniifted . Marybone was immediately entered by Wild 
in his Black-book, and was preferrtly after impeached- 
and executed, as a fellow on whom his leader could 
notplace afufficient dependance; thus falling, as many* 
rogues ,do, a facrifice not to his roguer^s bdt to Uk 
confcience. 
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CHAP. IV. 

In lAihlchajoung htroy^ of (wonderful good frtmifst mahf 
his firft appearance^ fwith many other great matt- 

tBRS. 

OU R hero next applied himfelf to another of 
his gang, who inllantly received his orders, and 
inftead of hefitating at a fingle murder, afked if he 
(hould blow out the brains of all the paiTengers, coach- 
man and all. But Wild, whofe moderation we have 
before noted, would not permit him; and therefore 
having given him an exaft,dercription of the devoted 
perfpn, with his other necefTary inftruftions, he dif- 
mifled him, with ftrifteft orders to ayoid, if poffible, 
doing, hurt to any other perfon. 

The name of this youth, who will hereafter make 
feme figure in this hillory, being the Achates of our 
iSne^s, or rather the Hsepheftion of our Alexander, 
was Fireblood. He had every qualification to make 
a fecond-rate great Man; or in other words^ he 
was completely equipped for the tool of a real orfirft- 
rate GREAT Man. Wefhail therefore (which is the 
propereft way of dealing with this kind of Great- 
ness) defcribe him negatively, and content ourfelvea 
which telling our reader what qualities he had not : in 
which number were humanity, modefty, and fear, not 
one grain of any of which was mingled in his whole 
compofitionr 

We will now leave this youth, who was cfteemed 
tlic moft promifing of the whole gang, and whom 
Wild often declared to be one of the pretticft lads he 
had ever feen, of which opinion, indeed, were moft 
other people of his acquaintance ; we will however 
leave him at his entrance on this enterprize, and keep 
otir attention fixed on our hero, whom we fhall ob- 
ferve taking large flrides towards the fummit of humaa 
glory. . . , - 

Wild, immediately at his return to town, wentta 
pay a vifit to Mifs Laetitia Snap ; for he had that 
weaknefs of fuffering himfelf to be enflaved by wo- 
meri, .(o naturally incident to men of heroic dupofi- 

uon; 
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lion ; to fay the troth, it might more properly be 
called a'flavery to his own appetite ; for could he have 
fatisfied that, he had not cared three farthings what 
had become of the little tyrant for whom he profefs'd 
ib violent a regard. Here he was informed that Mr«. 
Heartfree had been conveyed to Newgate the day be- 
fore, the writ being then returnable. He was fome- 
what concerned at this news ; not from any compaf-^ 
ik>n for the misfortunes of Heartfree, whom he hated 
with fuch inveteracy, that one would have imagined 
he had fuffered the fame injuries from him which he 
had done towards him. His concern therefore had- 
another motive : in fa£t, he was uneafy at the place 
of Mr. Hearffree's confinement, as it was to be the ^ 
fcene of his fstnre glory, and where confequently he 
filould be frequently obliged to fee a face whichi 
hatred, and not (hame, made him deteft the fight of* 
To prevent this therefore, feveral methods fug- 
gelled themfelves to him. At firft he thought of re- 
moving him out of the way by thfe ordinary method 
of murder, which he doobted not but Fireblood 
would be very ready to execute ; for that youth hail 
at their lafl interview, fworn> D — n his eyes, bethought 
" there nuas no better paftipie than blo'wing a maifs brains 
out. But befides the danger of this method, it did 
not look horrible nor barbarous enough for the laft 
mifcfaief which he ihould do to Heartfree. Confider- 
ing, therefore, a litt!e farther with himfclf, he at 
length came to a refolution to hang him, if polfible^ 
the vtTj next feffions. 

Now, though the obfervadon, Ho^ apt men are t9- 
hate thofe thejt if^^r^» or ho^w unforgiving they are of tht 
injuries thiy da fhemfel'ues, be common enough, yet I 
do not rcmeinber ta hare ever feen the reafon of this 
ilrange phaenomenon as at firft it appears. Know^ 
therdfbre, reader, that ^-ith much and fevere fcrutiny 
we have difcovered this hatred to be founded on the 
paffion of fear, and to arife from an apprehenfion that 
the perfon whom we have oarfclves greatly injured, 
will ttfe aH poi&ble endeavours to revenge and retali- 
8tte the injuries we have done him. An opinion fa 
£rmly cftahUflred ht.bad and mu rnxudi^ V^xl^ ^^^X^ 
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who confer injuries on others, have fcldom verygoo<f^_ 
or mean ones) that no benevolence, nor even benefi-* 
cence on the injured ilde« can eradicate it. On the 
contrary, they refer all thefe a£ls of kindncfs to ini» 
pofture and defign of lulling their fufpicion, till aa 
opportunity offers of (Irikihg a furer and feverer. 
blow ; and thus while the good man who hath re- 
ceived it, hath truly forgotten the injury, the evil 
mind which did it, hath it in lively and frefh remem- 
brance. • 

As we fcorn to keep any difcoveries fecret from our 
readers, whofe inftrudion, as well as diversion, we. 
have greatly confidered in. this hiftory, we have here 
digrefied fomewhat to communicate the following fhor( 
leffon to thofe who are fimple, and well inclined ; 
though as a chriftiau thou art obliged^ and ^we ad'uife 
'thee to. for gi'ue thy enemy \ never trvst the man 

WHO HATH REASOtI TO SUSPECT THAT YOU 
KNOW HE HATH INJURED YOU. 

CHAP. V. 

More and more Greatness, unparalleled in biftory 9t 
romance. 

IN order to accoxnplifh this great and noble fcheme» 
which the vafl: genius of Wild had contrived, the 
£rfl neceffary flep Nvas to regain the confidence of 
Heartfree. But however neceifary this was, , it feiem-. 
ed to be attended with foch infurmoimtable difficul- 
ties, that even our hero for fome time defpaired of 
fuccefs. He was^ greatly fuperior to all mankind in 
the ileadinefs of his countenance, but this undertak- 
ing feemed to require more of that noble quality than 
had ever been the portion of a mortal. However, at 
laft he refolved to attempt it, and from his fuccefs, I 
think, we may fairly aiTert^ that what was faid by the 
Latin poet of labour, that it conquers all things, i& 
much more true when applied to impudence. 

When he had formed bis plan, he went to New- 
gate, andburft refolutely into the prefence of Heart- 
free, whom he eagerljr embraced and kified : and 
then^ fixft arraigning his ownraihnefs^ ^d afterwarda 

Ut&<eCLU 
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lamenting his unfortunate want of fuccefs, heacqudnt- 
ed him with the particulars of what had happened ; 
concealing only that fingle incident of his attack on 
the other's wife, and his motive to the undertaking, 
which he aflurcd Heartfree was a deiire to preferve 
his effeds from a ftatute of bankruptcy. 

The frank opehnefs of this declariation, with the 
compofnre of countenance with which it was deliver- 
ed^; his feeming only ruffled by the concern for his 
friend's misfortune ; the probability of truth attending 
it^ joined to the boldnefs and difintereiled appear* 
ance of this viiit, together with his many profefflons 
of immediate fervice, at a time when he could not 
have the leaft vifible motive from felf-love; and 
above all his ofiering him money, the laH and fureft 
token of friendihip, rufhed with fuch united^ force' 
on the well-difpofed heart; as it is vulgarly called, of 
this iimple man^ that they inftantly daggered, and' 
fbon fubverted all the determination he had before, 
made in prejudice of Wild j who perceiving the ba- 
lance to be turning in his favour, prefently threw in 
a hundred imprecations oft his own folly and ill-ad- 
vifed forwardnefs to lerve his friend, which had thus 
unhappily produced his ruin ; he added as many curfes 
on the Count, whom he vowed, to purfue with re- 
renge all over Europe ; laftly, he caft in fome grains 
of comfort, afluring Heartfree that his wife was fallen 
into the gentleft hand^, that fhe would be carried no 
further than Dunkirk, whence fhe might very eaiily 
l^ redeemed. 

Hearts RES, to whom the lighteft preiujjnptibn • 
of his wife's fidelity would have been more delici- ' 
ous than the abfolute relloration of all his jewels, and 
who, indeed, had with the utmoft difficulty- bee^ 
brought to entertain the flighted fufpicion of her in- 
conilancy, immediately abandoned ail diftruft of both ■- 
her and his friend, whofe Sincerity (luckily for Wild's 
purpofe) feemed to him to depend on the' fame evi- - 
dence. He then embraced our hero, who had in his 
countenahce all the fymptoms of the deepell con- 
cern, and begged him to be comforted; faying, that 
the intentions, rather than the a^ons of men, con- 
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ferred obligations; that as to the event of human 
aift'aifs, it was governed either by chance or fome 
fuperior agent ; that friendfliip was concerned only in 
the dire^ott of oor defigns. And fuppofe thefe 
failed of fuccefe, or produced an event never fo contra* 
ry to their aim, the merit of a good intention was not ia 
the lean lefTened^ but was rather entitled to oompaffion. 
Heartf&bb, however, was foon curious enough 
to enquire how Wild had efcaped the capti\(ity which 
his wife then fuffered. Here likewife he recounted 
the whole truth, omitting only the motive to the 
French captain^! cruelty, for which he afligned & 
very difierent reafon, namely, his attempt to fecufc 
Heartfree's jewels . Wild indeed always kept as nmch 
truth as was poffible in every thing ; and this he faid 
was turning the cannon of the enemy upon themfelves. 
Wi LB having thus, with admirable and truly lau* 
dable condud, atchiered the firft Hep, began to dif- 
courfe on the badnefs of the world j and particularly 
to blame the feverity of creditors, who feldom or 
never attended to any unfortunate circum fiances, but 
without mercy infiidled confinement on the debtor, 
whofe body the law, wirh very unjuflifiablc rigour^ 
delivered into their power. He added, that for his 
part, he looked on this reftraint to be as heavy apu- 
niihment as any appointed by law for the greateft 
offenders. That the lois of liberty was, in his opi- 
nion, equal to, ifnotworfe, than the lofsoflife; 
that he had always determined, if by any accident or 
misfortune he had been fubjefted to the former, he 
wotild run the greateft rifque of the latter to refcue 
himfelf from it ; which, he faid, if men did not want 
refolution, was always enough ; for that it was ridicu- 
lous to conceive that two or three men could confine 
. two or three hundred, unlefs the prifoners were either 
fools or cowards, efpecialiy when they were neither 
chained nor fettered. He went on in this manner^ 
till perceiving the utmoft attention in Heartfree, he 
ventured to projpofe to him an endeavour to make his 
eicape, which, he faid, might eafily be executed ; that 
he would himfelf raife a party in the prifon, and that, 
if a murder ox t^o fhould hap^^ in the attempt, he 
J . ^ (Heart-* 
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Heartfree) might keep from any fhare, either in the 
gailt or in the danger. 

There is one misfortune which attends all great 
incft and their fchemcs, njix. That, in order to carry 
them into execution, they a e obliged in propofing 
their purpofe to their tools, to difcover themfelve's to 
be of that difpofition, in which certain little writers 
have advifed mankind to place no confidence j an ad- 
vice which hath been fomstimes taken. Indeed many 
inconveniencies arife to the faid great men from thefd: 
fcribblcrs publifhing without reSraint their hints or 
alarms to (ociety ; and many great and glorious fchemes 
have been thus frnftrated ; wherefore it were to \}§ 
wilhed, that in alf well-regulated governments, fuch 
liberties /hould"be by Tome wholefome laws reflrained ;. 
and aU writers inhibited from venting any other in* 
ftra^ions to the people than what (hould be firft ap- 
proved and ficenfea by the faid great men,, or their 
proper inftruments or tools ; by which means nothing' 
would ever be publilhed but what made for the ad- 
vancing their moft noble projefts. 

Heartfree, whofe fufpicions were again raifecfi 
by this advice, viewing Wild with inconceivable dif- 
dain, fpoke as follows. " There is one thing, the- 
•-* lofsofwhich I fhould deplore infinitely beyond that 
*' of liberty aad of life alfo, I mean that of a good^ 
" confcience. A blefling which he who poiTefTes can 
^* never be throughly unhappy ; for the bittereft po- 
** tion of life is by this fo fweetened> that it foon oe- 
'* comes palatable ; whereas without it, the moft deli- 
** cate enjoyments quickly lofe all their relilh, and life 
** itfelfgrows infipid, orrathernaufeoustous. Would 
** you then leflen my misfortunes by robbing me of 
*' what hath been my only comfort under them, and 
*' on which I place my depend ance of being relieved 
** from them ? I have read that Socrates refufed to 
*' fave his Hfe by breaking the laws of his country, 
** and departing from his prifon, when it was open, 
•' Perhaps my virtue would not go fo far ; but heaven 
•* forbid libsrty fhould have fuch charms, to tempt 
•* me to the perpetration cf fo horrid a crime as mur-- 
*' der. As to the poor evaiioa of comtcv\\x\^%xx\s^ 
^^ Other hiAi^, it migtab«>ife?aV\tiiA^^v^?C5v.oK&^v^^ 
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•* feck oirfy the efcape from temporal punHhmcnf, 
•* but can be of no fervice to excufe me to that Being 
•' whom 1 chiefly fear offending ; nay, it would great- 
** ly aggravate my ^uilt by fo impudent an endeavour 
' * ft) impofe upon him, and by fo wickedly involving 
** others in my crime. Give me theTcfore no more 
*' advice of this kind ; for this is mygreat comfort 
*' in all my aiHiftions, that it is in the power of no 
** enemy to rob me of my confcience> nor will Lever, 
** be fo much my own ^nemy as to injixre it.'* 

Though our hero heard all this with proper can-- 
tempt> he made no dire6l anfwer;. but endeavoured 
to evade this propofal as rtuch as poffible> which k& 
did with admirable dexterity : this method of getting, 
tolerably well off, when you are repulfed in your at- 
tack on a man's confcience may be ftiled the art of 
uctreating, in which the politician, as well as the ge- 
neral, hath fbme times a wonderful opportunity of dif^ 
playing his great abilities in his profeffion. 

Wild, having made this admj^rable retreat, and 
argued away all defign of involving his friend in the 

fuilt of murder, concluded however, that he thought 
im rathertoo fcrupulous in not attempting his efcape ;.. 
and then promiiing to ufe all fuch means as the otherv 
would permit, in his fervic-e, took his leave for the. 
prefent^ Heartfree, havingindulgedhimfeif an hour, 
with his children, repaired to reft, which he enjoyed 
quiet and undifturbed^.whilft Wild, difdaining re* 
pofc,.fat up all night conful ting how he might bring, 
about the fihal deftru£lion of his friend, without be- 
ing beholden to any affiftance from himfelf ; which he. 
now defpaired of procuring. With the refult of thefe 
confultations we fhall acquaint our reader in good, 
time ; but at prefent we have matters of much more 
confequence to relate to him. 

CHAP. VI. 

ne e'vent cf Fireblood'/ ad'otnturey and a tfeaty of- 
marriage^ ^hich imght have been concluded either at 
Smithheld or St. James's. 

FIREBLOOD returxned fromliis entcrprize unfuc- 
ccfsfui. The gentleman happened to go home 
another wslj than he had' iatended i fo that the whole 
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delign mifcarried. Fireblood had indeed robbed thd 
coach, and had wantonly difcharged a piftol into it^ 
which flightly wounded one of the pafiengers in the 
arm. The booty he met with was not very confider- 
able, tho' mnch greater than that with which he ac^ 
cuainted Wild ; for, of eleven pounds in money^ two 
filvcr watches, and a wedding-ring, he produced no 
more than two guineas and the ring, whkh he pro^ 
tcfted with numbcrlefs oa^s 'was his whole booty* 
However, when an advertifement of the robbery was 
publi0ied, with a reward promifed for the ring and 
the watches ; Fireblood was obliged to confefs the 
whole, and to acquaint our hero where he had pawned 
the watches ; which Wild, taking the fiill value of thenr- 
£oT his pains, tefkoted to the right owner.. 

Hb did not fail catechiiing his young friend on thir 
occaiion. He faid, he was forry to fee any of his- 
gang guilty of a breach of honour; that without ho«-- 
nour Friggerx was at an end ; that if a JPrig had but 
honour, he would overlook every vice in the woidd»' 
" But,, neverthclefs, faid he,,"I will forgive yon this 
'^ time,, as yx}u are a. hopeful lad ; and I hope never. 
<^ afterwatds to find you delinq.uent in this great 
•* point." 

Wild had now- brought his gang to great regula- 
rity : he was obeyed and feared by them all. He ha4-: 
likewife eftablifhed an office, where all n^en who were 
robbed, paying the value only (or a< little more) of 
their goods, might have them againv This was of ~ 
notable ufe to feveraLperfons who had loft pieces of. 
plate they had received from their grand-mothers.; tp 
others who had a particular vabje fbr certain ringj, ,^ 
watches, heads of canes; fnuiF- boxes, li^c, for which 
they would not have taken twenty times as much as 
they were worth, either becaufetney had them a lit* 
tie while or a' long time, or that fomebody elfe had y 

. them before, or from fome other fuch excellent reafon, 
which often ftamps a greater value on a toy, than the 
great Bubble-bqy hiimfclf would have the impudence 

tofetuponit. 

By thefe means, he feemed in fo promifing a way 

of procuring a fortune^ and wastt^^d^dm&^TVN^ 
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Big a light by all the gentleman of his acquaintance, 
as by the keeper and turnkeys of Newgate, by Mr. 
I Snap and others of his occupation, that Mr. Snap 
ene day, taking Mr. Wild the elder afide, very 
fcrioufly propofed what they had often Kghtly talked 
oyer, a ftridl union between their families, by marry- 
ing his daughter Tilhy to our hero. This propofal 
was very readily accepted by the old gentleman, who 
promifed to acquaint his fon with it. 

Ok the morrow, on which this meffage was to be 
delivered, our hero, little dreaming of the happinefs 
which, of its own accord, was advancing fo near to- 
wards him, had ca4Ied Fireblood to him ; and, aftev 
informing that youth of the violence of his jpaffion 
for the young lady, and alTcring him what confidence 
kcrepofed in him and his honour, he difpatched him 
toMifs Tifhy with the following letter ; which we here 
iflfert, not only as we take it to be extremely curious^ i 

bnt to be a much better pattern for that epiitolary kind 
of writing , which is generally called Love-letters, thrm. 
any » be found in the acade^ny ofcomplimints, and which i 

we challenge all the beaus of our time to excel cither j 

in mattter or fpelling. ' 

*' Moil deivine and adwhorable creetare^ ' 

*' TT Doubt not but thofe Us, brrter than the fon, 
** X which have kindled fuch a flam in my hart, 
** have likewife the faculty of feeing it. It would- 
•* be the hieft preaffumption to imagin you eggnorant 
"' of myloav. No, Madam, I follemly purteft, that 
** of all the butys in the uni varfal glob, there is none^ 
** kapable of hateradling my lis like you. Corts and 
*' pallaces would be to me deferts without your kum- 
*' pany, and with it a wildernefs would have more 
'* charms than haven itfelf. For I hop you will be- 
'•* leve me w hen I fware every place in the univarfe is a. 
•' haven with you, I. am konvinced you muft be firi- 
*' iibel of my violent paffion for you, which, if I en* 
*' devored to hid it, would be as impoflible as for • 
•* you, or the fon to hide your buty's.. I aifure yoU: 
^* I have not flept a wipk iince 1 had the hapnefs of 

« fccir 
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** feeing you laft; therefore hop you will, out of 
" Kumpaffion, let me have the honour of feeing you 
** this afternunc ; for I am with the greateft ad- 
**^ w4ioration, 

•• Moft deivinc creeture, 

•* lour moft paiiionate amirer^ 
•^' Adwhorer and flave, 

Jonathan Wttld.*^ 

If the fpelling ©f this letter be not fo ftridly ortho- 
graphical, the reader Will be pleaied to remember, 
riwit foch a defeft might be worthy of cenfure in a' 
low and fchotaftic chara^er; but can be no blemiHil 
in that fublime greatneft, of which we endeavour to 
(iaife a complete idea in this hiftory. In which kind, 
of compoiition, fpelling, or indeed any kin<^ of hu- . 
man literature, hath never been thought a iieceffary 
ingredient; for if thefe fort of great perfonages can 
hut complot and contrive their noble fchemes, and 
Hack and hew mankind fufficiently, there will never 
be wanting fit and able perfons who can fpell, to re- 
cord their praifes. Again, if it fhould be obfervdd, 
that the ftile of this letter doth not exaftly cojVefpona 
with that of our hero's fpeeches, which we have here" 
recorded, weanfwer, it is fufficient if in thefe the 
Hiftbrian adheres faithfully to the matter, though he 
6mbelli(hes the didion with fome flbnrifhes of his own* 
eloqnence, without which the excellent fpeeches re- 
corded in antient hiftorians (particularly in Sallafty 
would have fcarce been found in their writings. Nay, 
even amongft the moderns, famous as fhey are for 
elocution, it may be doubted whether thofe inimitable 
harangues, publiflied in the monthly Magazines, came 
KteraUy from the mouths 6f the Hurgos, Eifr. as they 
are there infcrted, or whether we may not rather fup- 
pofe iOTie hiitorian of great eloquence hath borrowed 
the matter only, and adorned it with thofe rhetorical 
flowers fbr whith many of thefaid Hurgos are nor 
io extremely eminent. 



C^ K^. 
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C H A P. VIL 

Matters frelziminary to the marriage het^vueenMr, Jonathan • 
Wild and the cbafte Laiitia. • 

BU T to proceed with our hiftory : Firfeblood, hav- 
ing received-this letter, and promired on his ho- 
nour, with many voluntary afleverations, to difchargc" 
hiscmbafly faithfully, went to viiit the fair Laetitia. 
The lady having opened the letter, and read it, put 
on an air of difdain, and told Mr^ Firebloodfhe could* 
not conceive what Mn Wild meant by troubling her 
with his^ impertinence^; fhe begged him to carry the 
letter back again, faying, had flie known from whom • 
it came, 'fhe would have been d— d before ihe had; 
opened it. ** But with you, young gentleman, fayS' 
•* ihe, I^m not in the leaft angry. I am rather forry. 
" that lo pretty a young man Ihould be employed in- 
** fuch an errand." She accompanied thefe words 
with fo tender an accent,, and fo wanton a leer, that 
Fiteblood, who was no backward youth, began to * 
take her by the hand, and proceeded fo warmly, that,^ 
to imitate his adlions with the rapidity of our narra* 
tSon, he in a few minutes ravifhed this fair creature,* 
or at leaft would have ravifhed her, if fhe had not»* 
by a timely compliance, prevented him. 

FiREBJ^OD, after he had ravifhed as much as he* 
could^ returned to Wild, and acquainted him, . as tir-' 
as any wife man would, with what had paffed ; con*, 
eluding with many praifes of the young lady's beauty,^, 
with whom, he faid, if his honour would have per- 
mitted him, he fhould himfelf have fallen in love;- 
but, d. n him, if he would not fooner be torn ia 
pieces by wild horfes, than even think of injuringhis 
friend. He afferted indeed, and fwore fo heartily, that 
h^d not Wild been fo thoroughly convinced of the im- 
pregnable chaflity of the lady, he might haveiufpefted 
his fuccefs : however, he was, by thefe means, entirely 
iatisfied of his friend'^ inclination towards his miflrefs* 
^ Thus conftituted were the loveafFairsof our hero, 
when his father brought him Mr. Snap's propofal. 
The reader mufl know very liule of love, or indeed - 
of any thing elfe, if he requires any information con- 
cerning 
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concerning the reception which his prqpofal met with. 
N9t guilty never ibanded Tweeter in the ears of a pri« 
ibnei^ at the bar, nor the found of a reprieve to one at 
the gallows> than did every word of the old gentleman 
in the ears of our hero. He gave his father full power 
to treat in his name^ and defired nothing more than 
expedition. 

The old people now met, and Snap, who had iiy 
formation from his daughter of the violent paiCon of 
her lover, endeavoured to improve it to the beft ad- 
vantage, and would have not only declined giving her 
any fortune himfelf, but have attempted to cheat her 
of what fhe owed to the liberality of her relations, 
pardcularly of a pint filver caudle-cup, the gift of her 
grandmother. However, in this the young lady her- 
felf afterwards took care to prevent him. As to the 
old Mr. Wild, he did not fufficiently attend to all the 
deiifi^s of Snap, as his faculties were bufily employed 
in (^iigns of his own to over-reach (or, as others ex- 
prefs it, to cheat) the faid Mr. Snap, by pretending 
to give his fon a whole number for a chair,, when in 
reauty he was intitled to a third only. 

While matters were thus fettling between the old 
folks, the young lady agreed to a^mit Mr. Wild'* 
vifits f and, by degrees, began to entertain him witk 
all the (hew of afFedlion, which the great natural^ 
rcfcrvc of her temper, and the greater artificial 
rcfcrve of her education, would permit. At lengthy 
every thing being agreed between their parents, fet- 
tlements made, and the lady's fortune (to wit, feven- 
tmtn pounds and nine (hillings in money and soods^ 
paid down, the day for their nuptials was £xea, and 
they were celeb;'ated accordingly. 

Most private hiftories, as well as Comedies, end 
at this period ; the hiflorian and the poet both, con- 
cluding they have done enough for their her6 wheit 
they have married him ; or intimating rather, that 
the reft of his life muft be a dull calm of happinefs, 
very delightfal indeed to pafs through, but fomewhat 
infipxd to relate ; and matrimony in general muft, I 
believe, without any difpute, be allowed to be this 
ftate of tranquil felicity, iacludiiv^ ftx\i\X\^N^tSR.^l^ 
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ikat, like Salifbury Plain, it afferds only one profpeft, 
a very pleafant one it muft be confefiedi but th* fame. 

Now, there was all the probability imaginable, that 
this contra^ wonld have proved of fuch happy notfc, 
both from the great accomplifh men ts oftheyoonr lady, 
who was thought to be poffeffed of every qiralim:atioit 
neceflary to make the marriage ftate happy^ and front 
the truly ardent paflion of IV&. Wild y but whether it 
was that nature and fortune had great deiign« for him 
to execute, and would not fufFer his vaft abilities to 
be loil amd funk in the arms of a wife, or whether 
neither nature nor fortune had any hand in the matter, 
18- a point I will not determine. Certain it is, that 
this match did not produce that ferene ftate we have 
inentioned above ; but refembled the moft tttrbulent 
aad ruffled, rather than the moft calm fea. 

I CANNOT here omit a conjedure ingenious enough 
of a friend of mine, who had a long intimacy in the 
Wild family. He hath often told me, he fancied one 
feafon of the difiatisfaftions which afterwards fell out 
between Wild and his lady, arofe from the ntrmber of 
gallants, to whom fhe had before marriage grsmted 
mvours ; for, feys he, and indeed very prcraaWe h is 
loo, the kdy might expe£l from her hufband, whtt' 
fte had before received from fcvcral, and being angry 
not to find one man as good as ten, ftie had, from that , 
imdignation; taken thofe fteps which we caimot per- 
feaiyjuftify. 

From this perfon I received the following dtalogtie, 
which he a/Tured me, he had overheardv and tiucen 
down *verhatim. It paifed on the day fortnight after 
they were married. 

CHAP. VHL 

A dialogue matrimonial y'vohichpaffedhetnveen Jon AT HAir 
Wild, E/quire, and Lje t it \ a his ^wife^ on the morn-^ 
ing of the day fortnight on wahich his nuptials nx^ere ce^ 
lebrated'y 'which concluded more amicably than thojk 
debated generally do, 

JoNjiTHAN, TWyf Y dear, I wifh you would lie a little 
JLVX longer in bed thij morning. 
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La TIT I A. Indeed I cannot ; I am engaged to 
breakfaft with Jack Strongbow. 

Jonj^lthan. I don*{ know what Jack Strongbow 
doth fo often at my houfe, I affure you I -am uneafy 
at it ; for though I have no fufpicion of your virtue, 
yet it may injure your reputation in the opinion of my 
neighbours. 

Ljetitia. I don't trouble my head about my neigh- 
bours ; and they (hall no more tell me what company 
1 am to keep, than my hufband fhall* 

Jonathan. A good wife would keep no company 
which made her hufband uneafy. 

L^TiTiA. You might have found one of thpfe 
good wives, Sir> if you had pleafed ; I had no ob- 
je^ion to it. 

Jonathan. I thought I had found one in you. 
Ljbtitia« You did I lam very much obliged to' 
you for thinking me fo poor-fpirited a creature ; but 
J hope to convince you to the contrary. What, I 
fuppofe, you took me for a raw, fenffelefs girl, who 
knew not what other married women do ? 

Jonathan. No matter what I took you for: I 
have taken you for better aiid worfe. 

LiiTXTiA. And at your own deiire too : for, I am - 
fure, you never had mine. I fhould not have broken 
Bfy heart if Mr. Wild had thought proper to bcftow 
Mimfelf on any other more happy woman — Ha, h*. 

Jonathan. I hope. Madam, you don't imagine 
that was not in my power, or that I married yon out 
of any kind of neceffity. 

"Ljbtitia. O no. Sir, I am convinced there are 
filly women enough. And far be it from me to accufe 
you of any neceffity for a wife. I believe you could 
have been very well contented with the flate of a 
batchelor ; I have no reafon to complain of your ne» 
ceffities ; but that, you know, a woman cannot teH 
beforehand. , 

Jonathan. I can't guefs what you wbuld infinu- 
ate ; for I believe no woman had ever Icfs reafon to 
complain of her hufband's want of fondncfs. ^ 

Ljetitia. Then fome, I am certain, have great 
reafon tP complain of the price tkt^ ^\n^ fet ^^^ci. — 
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But I know better things. * {^hefe nuords 'were J^ohtn 
*with a <very great air y and to/s of the bead,) 

Jonathan. Well, my fweeting, I will make it 
impoffible for you to wifh me more fond. 

Ljetitia. Pray, Mr. Wild, none of this naufeous 
behaviour, nor thofe odious words.— I wilh you were 
fond ! — I afTure you — I don't know what you would 
pretend to infinuate of me. — I have no wilhes which 
mifbecome a virtuous woman — ^No, nor fhould not, if 
I had married for love. — And efpecially now when no. 
body, I am fare, can fu(pe^ me of any fuch thing.— 

Jonathan. If you did not marry for love, why 
did you marry ? 

L^ TIT I A. Becaufe it was convenient, and my pa* 
rents forced me. 

Jonathan. I hope. Madam, at leaft, you will not 
tell me to my face, you have made your convenience 
mime, 

L^titia. I have made nothing of you ; nor do I 
deiire the honour of making any thing of you. 

Jonathan. Yes, you have made ahulband of me* 

Latitia. No, you made yourfelf fo; fori repeat 
mutt more. It was not my defii-e, but your own. 

Jonathan. You fhould think yourfelf obliged ta 
S&e for that defire^ 

Latitia. La! Sir, you was not fo fingular in it. 
I was not in deipair^— I have had other offen, andk 
better too. 

Jonathan. I wiih you had accepted them with all 
my hieart. 

L^TiTi A. I muft tell yoa, Mr. Wild, this is a very 
brutifh manner of treating a woman, to whom yoiy 
have fuch obligations ; but I know how to defpife it,^ 
and to defpife you too for ihewixig it me. Indeed I 
am well enough paid for the foolifh preference I gave: 
to you. I flatter myfelf that I fhould at leafl have. 
beeujufed with good maimers. Ithought 1 had mar- 
ried a gentleman : but I find you every way contemp- 
tible, and below my concern. 

Jonathan. D — n you. Madam, have I not more. 
reafon to complain, when you tell me you marrie(i43Ae 
for your convenience only ?. 
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Ljetxtia. Very fine, truly. Is it behaviour wor- 
thy a man to fwear at a woman ? yet why 0iould I 
mejition what comes from a wretch whom 1 defpife. 

Jonathan. Don't repeat that word fo often. I 
deipife you as heartily as you can me. And, to tell 
you a truth, I married you for my convenience like- 
wtie, to fatisfy a pafiion which I have now fatisfied^ 
and yoa may fee d— d for any thing I care. 

L/BTiTiA. TJie world ihall know how barbarou'fl/ 
I am treated by fuch a villain. 

Jonathan. I need take very little pains to ac- 
quaint the world what a b — ch you are, your anions 
-will demonftrate it. 

L A T I T I A . MonHer ! I would advife you not to de - 
pend too much on my fex, and provoke me too far; 
For I can do you a mifchief, and will, if you dare ufe 
jne fb, you villam ! 

Jonathan. Begin whenever you pleafe. Madam ; 
but affure yourfelf, the moment you lay afide the wo- 
man, I will treat you as fuch no longer ; and if the 
£rft blow is your's, I^pfomife you the lall ihall be 
mine. , , , 

L^TiTiA. Ufe me as you will ; but d — n me if 
ever you ihall ufe me as a woman again ; for may I 
be^curfed, if ever I enter your bed more. 

Jonathan. May I be curfed if that abftlnence be 
not the greatefl obligation you can lay upon me ; for 
I aiTure you faithfully, your ^erfon was all I had ever 
any regard for; and that I now loath and deteil, as 
much as^ver I liked it. 

LiETiTi A. It is imooifible for two people to agree 
better; for I always deteftedyour perfon ; and, as for 
any other regard, you muft be convinced I never cOald 
have any for you. 

Jonathan. Why, then, fince we are come to a 
right undcrilanding, as we are to live together, fnp- 
•pofe we agreed, inftead of quarrelling and abufmg, 1^ 
be civil to each other. 

LiETyiA. Withuall my heart. 

JoiffliTHAN. Let us ihake hands then, and hence- 
.forwards never live like man and wife ; that is, never 
be loving* nor ever quairel* 



ii8 The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. ] 

L^TiTiA.. Agreed— But pray Mr. Wild, why 

B ch i Why did you fuiFcr fuch a word to efcapc 

you? 

Jonathan. It is not worth your remembrance. 

La^titi A. You agree I fhall converfe with whom- 
foever I plcafe ? 

Jonathan. Without controuL And I have ^le 
lame liberty ? 

L -ffi T I T I A. When I interfere, may every cuHe you 
can wi(h attend me. 

Jonathan. Let us nbw take a farewel kifs; and 
may I be hang'd if it is not thefweeteftyou ever gav« 
me. 

Ljetitia. But why B — ch ?— Methinks I fHbuid 
be glad to know why B— ch ? 

At which words he fprang from the bed, d-— ing 
her temper heartily. She returned it again with equal 
abufe, which was continued on both £des while he 
was di:efiing. However, they agreed to continue 
fteadfaft in this new refolution ; and the joy arifing on 
thatoccafion at length difmi£ed them pretty chearfolly 
from each other, though Laetitia could not help con* 
eluding with the words. Why B— ch. 

C H A P. IX. 

Ohfefvations on the foregoing dialogue^ together ivitb a 
hafe dejtgn on our hero^y ivhich muft be detefied by 
t'very lover ^Greatness. 

THUS did this dialogue. (which though we have 
termed it matrimonial^ had indeed very lltde 
i^vour of the fweets of matnmony in it) produce at 
laft a refolution more wife than ftridly pious, and 
which, if they could have rigidly adhered to it, misht 
Have prevented fome unpleafant moments, as wellto* 
our hero as to his ferene confort ; but their hatred 
(W^s foyery great and unaccountable, that they never 
could bear to fee the leafb compofure in one another^^s 
countenance, without attempting to ruflje it. This 
iet them on & man)r contrivances to plague and vex 
•ne anotheri that their. proximity aiForaed them fuch 
frequent opportunities of cxscuting their ouilidons 

f nrpo&Sy 
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purpofcs, they feldom pafs'd one eafy or quiet day 
together. 

And ihis, reader, and no other, is the caufc of thofe 
many inquietudes, which tliou muft have obferved to 
difturb the repofe of lome married couple, who raif- 
take implacable hatred for indifference ; for why (hould 
Corvinus, who lives in a round of intrigue, and fel- 
dom doth, and never willingly would, dally with his 
wife, emJeavour to prevent her from the fatisfa£tion 
of an intrigue in her turn? Why doth Camilla rcfufe 
;a more agreeable invitation abroad, only to expofe 
her hufbaind at his own table at home ? In (hort, to 
mention no more in fiances, whence can all the quar- 
rels, and jealoufies an.d jar^, proceed, in people who 
have no love for each other, unlefs from that noble 
paflion above-mentioned, that dcfire, according to my 
lady Betty Modifli, of curing each other of a /mile. 

We thought proper to give our reader a fhort talle 
of the domcflic flate of our hero, the rather to fhew 
him that great men are fubjeil to the fame frail- 
ties and inconveniencies in ordinary life, with little 
men, and that hero's are really of the fame fpecies 
with other human creatures, notwithltanding all the 
pains they themfelves, or their flatterers, take to af- 
fert the contrary ; and that they differ chiefly in the 
immeniity of their e^reatnefs, or, as the vulgar er- 
roneouflycall it, villainy. Now, therefore, that we 
may not dwell too long on low fcenes, in a hillory of 
this Aiblime kind^ «we fliall return to adlions of a 
higher note, and more fui table to our purpofe. 

W HBJi the boy Hymen had, with his lighted torch, 
driven the boy Cupid out of doors; that is to fay, in 
common phrafe, when the violence of Mr. Wild's 
pailioa (or rather appetite) for the chafle Lsetitia be- 
g^ to abate, he returned to vifithis friend Heartfree, 
who was now in the liberties of the Fleet, and had 
appeared-to the commiflion of bankruptcy againflhini. 
liere.he met with a more cold reception than he him- 
..felf had apprehended. Heartfree had long entertained 
. iiifpicions of Wild, but thefe fuipicions had from time 
Co time been confounded with circumilances,and prin- 
cipally impthered yddi di^t aiuasdog con&deFkcje^'MKvOcw 
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was indeed the mod ftriking virtue in our hero. Heart- 
free was unwilling to> condemn his friend without cer- 
tain evidence, and laid hold on every probable fem- 
tlauce to aquit him ; but the propofal made at his 
laft vifit had fo totally blackened his charadler in this 
poor man*s opinion, that it entirely fixed the wavering 
Icale, and ' he no longer doubted but -that our hero 
"was one of the greateft villains in the world. 

Circumstances of great improbabilitjf^oftcn cC- 
cape men who devour a flory with greedy ears; the 
reader therefore cannot wonder that Heartfree, whoie 
|)affions were fo varioufly concerned, firft for the fide- 
lity, and fecondiy for the fafety of his wife ; and 
laily, who was fo diftradted with doubt concerning 
the conduft of his friend, fhould at his firft relation 
pafs unobferved the incident of his being committed 
to the boat by the captain of the privateer, which he 
had at the time of his telling fo lamely accounted 
for ; but now when Heartfee came to refled on the 
whoie, and with a high prepofleflion againft Wiid> 
the abfurdity of this fad glared in his eyes, and 
ilruck him in the moft fenfible manner* At length a 
thoi^ght of great horror fuggefted itfelf to his Jma^i- 
ASLtion, and this was whether the whole was not a 
£dtion, and Wild> who was^ as he had learned from 
his own mouth, equal to any undertaking how black 
foever, liad not ipirited away, robbed and murdered 
liis wife. 

Intolerable as this apprehenfion was, he not 
only turned it found and examined it carefnlly in his 
t)wn mind, but acquainted youn? Friendly with it 
at their next interview. Friendly, who detefted 
Wild, (from that envy probably, with which thrfe 
<jREAT Characters naturally infpire low fellows) 
encouraged thefe fufpicions fo much, that Heartfree 
refolved to attach our hero, and carry him before a 
inagiftrate. 

This refolution had been fome time taken, aiid 
Friendly with a warrant and a conflable, had with 
the utmoft diligence fearched feveral days for our 
hero; but whether it was that, in compliance with 
jaodern cuftom^ te bad retired to fpend the honey- 
J . moon 
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moon with his briile, the only moon indeed in which 
it IS faihionable or cuftomary for the married partie* 
to have any correfpondc-ncc with each other ; 6r per- 
haps his habitation might, for particular reafbns, be 
ufually kept Sl fecret : like thofe of fome few great 
men, whom unfortunately the law hath left out of 
that reafonable as well as honourable provifion, which 
it hath made for the fecurity of the perfons of other 
^reatmen* 

But Wild relolved to perform work's of fuper« 
ero^ation in the way of honour,- and though no hero 
is obliged to anfw^r the challenge of my lord chief 
ju(lice> or indeed, of any other magittrate ; but. 
may with unblemifhed reputation ilide away from it ; 
yet fuch was the bravery, fuch the greatnefs, the 
magnanimity of Wild, that he appeared in perfoa 
to it. , 

Indeed envy may fay one thing, which may lefle« 
the glory of this adlion, namely, that the faid Mr. 
Wild knew nothing of the faid warrant or challenge ; 
and as thou mayfl be afTured, reader, that the mali- 
cious fury will omit nothing which can anyways fully 
fo great a chara^er, fo fhe hath endeavoured to ac- 
count for the fecond vifit, of our hero to his friend 
Heartfree from a very different motive, than that of 
afTerting hi$ own innocence. 

C H A P. X. 

Mr, Wild tvith unprecedented generojity *vijtts his friend 
JEieartlree, and the ungrateful reception he met wtb* 

IT hath been faid then, that Mr. Wild, not being 
able on the flri^eft examination Xp find in a cer* 
tain ipot of human nature called his own heart, the 
leaft grain of that pitiful low quality called honeily^ 
liad reiblved, perhaps, a little too generally, that 
there was no fuch thing. He therefore imputed the 
resolution with which Mr. Heartfree had fo pofitively 
Tefufed to concern himfelf in murder, either to a fear 
of bloodying his hands, or the apprehenfion of a 
^off, or left he (h«uld make an additional cxam^^Ie 
iu that excellent book called, God's "S^cvwi^jt ^.«ii^^'^ 
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Murder ; and doubted not but he would (at lead in 
his prefent neceifity) agree witholit fcruple to a fimplc 
robbery, efpecially where any confiderable booty 
fhould be propofcd, and the fafety of the attack 
plaufibly made appear : ' which, if he could prevail 
en him to undertake, he would immediately get him 
impeached, convifted, and hanged. He no fooner 
therefore had difcharged his duties to Hymen, and 
heard that Heartfree had procured himfelf the liberties 
of the Fleet, than he refolved to vifit him, and to' 
propofe a robbery with all the allurements of profit, 
eafe, and fafety. , 

This propofal was no fooner made, than it was 
anfwered by Heartfree in the following manner. - 

*' I MIGHT have hoped the an fwer which I gave 
•* to your former advice* would have prevented me 
•* from the danger of receiving a fecond affront of 
V this kind. An affront I call it, and furely if it be 
** {o to call a man a villain, it can be no lefs to 
•* flicw him you fuppofe him one. Indeed, it may be 
** wondered, how any man can arrive at theboldnefs, 
•' I may fay^ impudence, of firft making fuch an 
•* overture to another; furely it is feldomdonc, un- 
** lefs to thofe who have previoufly betrayed fome 
•* fymptoms of their own bafenefs. If I have there- 
** fore fhewn 'you any-fuch, thefe infults arc more 
*' pardonable ; but I affure you, if fuch appear, they 
*^ difcharge all their malignance outwardly, and re- 
-•< fled not even a fhadow within ; for to me baienefs 
*' feems inconfiflent with this rule. Of ddi^^g no 

" OTHER PERSON AN INJURY FROM ANY MO- 
** TIVE OR ON ANY CONS! DER ATlpN WHATEVER^ 

•* This, Sir, is the rule by which I am determined 
** to walk, nor can that man juftify difbelieving 
•* me, who will not own, he walks not by it him- 
" felf. But whether it be allowed to me or no, or 
•* whether I feel the good cffedsof its beings praftifed 
•• by others, I am refolved to maintain it : For furely 
•* no man can reap a benefit from my purfuing it 
*' equal to the comfort I my felf enjoy : For what 
** a ravilhing thought ! how replete with -cxtafy 
^•* mait tbc confideration be, that Almighty Good- 
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•^ nefs is by its own nature engaged to reward me ! 
• ' How indifFerent muft fuch a perfuafion make a man 
•* to all the occurrences of this life ! 'What trifles 
'^ muft he reprefent to hinfifelf both the enjoyments 
*' and the aiHidlions of this world ! How eafily mud 
** he acquiefce under miffing the former, and hov 

,*' patiently v/ill he fubmit to the latter who is con* 
•* vinced that his failing of a tranfitory imperfe«^ 
*^ reward here, is a moil certain argument of his ob- . 
«* taining one- permanent and compleat hereafter! 
*' Doft thou think then, thou little, paltry, mean 
** animal, (with fuch language did he treat our truly ' 
•• great man) that I will forego fuch comfortable ex- 
** pe^tations for any pitiful reward which thou cahfl 
** ^^tZ^^ ^^ promife to me ; for that fordid lii^re 

.** for which all pains and labour are undertaken by 
** the induftrious, and all barbarizes and iniquities 
*' committed by the vile ; for a worthlefs acquifitioi& 
**■ which, fuch as thou art can poflefs, can give; or 
«* can take away?" The former part of this fpeech 
occafioned much yawning in oux hero, but the latter 
roufed his anger ; atid he was colledling his rage to 
anfwer, when Friendly and the conllable, whaled 
been fummoned by Heartfree, on Wild's firft appear- 
ance, entered the room, and feized the great man jiift 
as his wrath was burfting from his lips. ; 

The dialogue which how enfued, is not worth re^- 
lating. Wild was foon acquainted with the reafon of 
this rough treatment, and prefently cv^nveyed before 
a magif&ate. 

NofwiTHSTA*NDiKG the doubts raifed by Mn 
Wild's lawyer on his examination, he in/ifting that 
the proceeding was improper ; for that a If^rit de Hd- 
mine rephgiando fhould iffue, and on the return of 
that a Capias in Withernam y the juftice inclined y to 
commitment, fo that Wild was driven to other me- 
thods for his defence. He therefore acquainted the 

"jtiftice, that there was a young man like wife with 
him in the boat, and begged that he might be fent 
for, whith requeft was accordingly granted, and the 
faichfui Achacs (Mr. Fireblood) was foon produced ' 
10 bear teilimony for his friend, v/Vv^^^ \\«i u:A\jx^ 
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ih. much becoming zeaU and went through his exa- 
mination with fucn coherence (though he was forced 
to colledt his evidence from the hints given him by 
Wild in the prefcnce of the juftice and the accufers) 
that as here was direft evidence againfl mere pre- 
fjimption, our 4iero was moil honourably acquitted, 
and poor Heartfree was charged by the juftice, the 
audience, and all others, who afterwards heard the 
ilory, with the blackeft ingratitude, in attempting to 
take away the life of a man, to whom he had fach 
eminent obligations, - 

Lest (q vafl: an effort of friendfhip as this of Fire- 
blood's ihould too violently furprize the reader in thii 
<lcgenerate age ; it may be proper to inform him, 
that befides the ties of engagement in the iame em- 
ploy, another nearer and ftronger alliance fubiifted 
betweeii our hero and this youth,^ which latter Was 
juft departed from the arms of the lovely Lxtitia, 
when he received her hufband's meflage : an inftance 
which may alfo ferve to juftify thofe ftri£t intcrcotrrfes 
of love and acquaintance, which fo commonly fubiift 
in modern hiftory between the huiband and gallant, 
difplay the vaft« force of friendfliip, con traced by 
this more honourable than legal alliance, which is 
thought to be at prefent one of the llrongcft bonds of 
amity between great men, and the moft reputable as 
weU as eafy way of their favour. 

FovR months had now pafTed fmce Heartfree's £rft 
confinement, and his aifairs had begun to wear a 
more benign afpedl ; but they were a good deal in- 
-jured by this attempt on Wild (fo dangerous is any 
aitack^on a Great Mam) feveral of his neighbours, 
and particularly one or two of his own trade, induf- 
trioufly endeavouring, from their bitter animofity 
againft fuch kind of iniquity, to fpread and exaggc- 
fate his ingratitude as much as poffible ; not in the 
leaft fcrupling, in the violent ardour of their indig- 
nation, to add fome fmall circumftances of their own 
knowledge of the many obligations conferred on 
Hcartfr e by Wild. To all thefc fcandals he quietly 
iiibmitted, comforting himfelf in the confdoufnefs of 

his 
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Jiis own innocence, and confiding in the fure friend 
of jufticc to acquit him. 

C H A P. XI; 

A fchemfi fo deeply laid that it Jhames all the pclifics of 
this our age I luith digrcj/ton and fuh-digrej/ion, 

WILD having now, to the hatred he bore Heart- 
free on account of thofe injuries he had done 
him, an additional fpur from this injury received (ibr 
fo it appeared to him, who, no more than the mofl 
ignorant, cpnfidered how truly he deferred it) applied 
his utmoll indullry to accomplifh the ruin of one 
whofe very name founded odious in his ears ; whcn^ 
luckily, a fcheme arofe in his imagination, which 
not onJy promifed to effeft it fecurely ; but (vyhijih 
pleafed him moft) by means cf the' mifchief he had 
already done him ; and which would at once load him 
with the imputation of having committed whacvhe 
bimfelf had done to him, and would bring on him the 
fcvereft punifhmcnt for a fa£l, of w^ich he was not 
only innocent, but had already fo greatly (iiihrQd by. 
And this was no other than to charge him with hav- 
kig conveyed away his wife, with his moft valuable 
efFefdls, in ordei" to defraud his crcdicow.' • 

He no fobncr ftarted this thought tiian he imme- 
diately ,refolyed on putting it into execution. "What 
remained to confider was only the ^cmodoy and the 
perfcn or tool to be employed ; for the ftage of the 
world diifers froni that in Drury-Lane principally in 
this ; that whereai on the latter, the hero, or chief 
fig^r*>-is almoft continually before your eyes, whilft 
the under-adors are not feeri above once in an even- 
ing ; now, on the former, the hero, or gre^t man, 
is always behind the cartaini and feldom or never 19- 
pears, or doth ^ny- thing in his own perfon. He doth 
indeed, in this Grand Drama, rather perforto the 
part of the Prompter, and doth inftruft the well-drefl 
figures, who are itrutting in public on the flage, what 
to fay and do. To fay the truth, a puppet-fhow will 
illuftrate our meaning better. Where it is the ma.iUt 
df the ihow (the" great man) wKo ds^wc^^ ^u^ ovor^j^^ 

G 5, ^\^X>i; 
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tyery thing; whether it be the king of^Mufcavy, or 
whatever other potentate, alias puppet, v/hich we be- 
hold on the ftage ; but be himielf wifely keeps out 
of fight ; for ihould he once appear, the whole mo- 
tion would be at an end. Not that any one is igno- 
lant of his being there, of fuppofes that th^ puppets 
are not mere flicks of wood , and he himfelf the fole 
mover ; but as this (though every one knows it) doth 
not appear viilbly, i.e. to their eyes, no one is afham- 
ed of confenting to be impOfed upon ; of helping on 
the Drama, by catling the fcveral fticks or puppets by 
the names which the mafter hath allotted to them, 
and by affigning to each the charai5ler v/hich the great 
man is pleafed they fhall move in, or rather in whicli 
he himfelf is pleafed to move them. 

It would be to fuppofe thee, gentle reader, one of 
very little knowledge in this world, to imagine thou 
haft ne /er feett fome of thefe puppet- fhows, which 
are To frequently aded on the great ft4ge ; but though 
thou fhouldft have refided all thy days in thofe remote 
parts of this.ifland, wjiich great men feldom vifit ; 
yet, if thou haft any penetration, thou muft have had 
fome occaiions to -admire both the folemnity of coua«> 
tenance in the a6lor, and the gravity of the fpeflator, 
while fome of thofe farces are carried on, which are 

Vfted almoft daily in every village in the kingdom. 
IJe Hiuft have a very defpicable opinion of mankind 
indeed, who can conceive them to be impofed on a$ 
often as they appear to be fo. The truth is, they 
ase in the fame fituation with the readers of Ro- 
mances ; who, though they know, the whole to be one 
^entire fiftion, neverthelefs agree to be deceived ; and 
as thefe find amufement, fo do the others find eafe 

' and convenience in this concurrence. But this being 
a fub-digrelfion, I return Co my digre^on. 

A Great Man ought to do his bufinefs by others; 

. to employ hands, as we have before faid, to his pur- 
pofes, and keep himfelf as much behind the curtain 
a5 poffibi^i; und though it muft be acknowledged that 
two very great men, whofe names will be both re- 
corded in hiftory, did, in thefe latter times, come 
forth themfelves on the ftage ; and did hack and hew, 

aad 
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and lay each other moft cruelly open to thediveriion 
of the fpeftators ; yet this mult be mentioned rather 
> as an example of avoidance, than imitation, and is 
to be afcribed to the number of thofe. inftances which 
i'ervc to evince the truth of thefe maxims : Nemo nior- 
talium omnibus horis/apit, Ira furor brevis eft. Sec, 

CHAP. XII. 

Ne-Tv injlancei of ?Titnd\y*sfolfy, Sec. 

TO return to my hiftory, which, having relied 
irfelf a little, is now ready to proceed on its 
journey : Fireblood was the perfon chofen by Wild 
for this fervice. He had, on a late occalion, expc« 
rienced the talents of this youth for a good round 
perjury. He immediately, therefore, found him out, 
and propofed it to him : when receiving hka inflanc 
a^ent, they confulted together, and foon framed an 
. evidence; which, being communicated to one of the 
moll bitter and fevere creditors of Heartfree, by him 
laid before a magillrate, and atteiled by the oath of 
Fireblood, the juftice granted his warran^t ; and Heart- 
free was accordingly apprehended and brought before 
him. . 

When the officers came for this poor wretch, they 
found him meanly diverging himfelf with his little 
children, the younger of whom fat on his knees, and' 
the elder was playing at a little dillance from him 
with Friendly. One of the officers, who was a very 

food fort of a man, but one very laudably fevere ia 
is office, after acquainting Heartfree with his errand, 
bade him come along and be d — d, and leave thofe 
little ballards, for fo, he faid, he fuppofed they were, 
for a legacy to the parilh. Heartfree was much fur- 
prized at hearing there was a warrant for felony 
againll him; but he Ihew^ed lefs concern thanPfiendly 
did in his countenance. The elder daughter, when 
fhe faw the officer lay hold on her father, immedi- 
ately quitted her play, and running to hiai„ and 
burning into tears, cry'd out : You fhall not hurt 
.poor Papa. One of the other ruffians offered to take 
the little one rudely from his knees \ h\i\. tt.^'ax\S.ttft. 

G A. ^^\\R^ 
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ftarted up, and, catching the fellow by the collar, 
^aihed his head fo violently againfl the wall, that, 
ibad he had any brains, he might poiHbly have loH 
them by the blow. 

J. Th e officer, like moil of thofe heroic fpirits who 
infutt men in adverfity, had fome prudence mixt with 
Ills zeal for juftice. Seeing, therefore, this rough 
treatment of his companion^ he began to purfuemore 
gentle methodf , and xery civilly defired Mr. Heart- 
free to go with him, feeing he was an officer, and 
obliged to execute his warrant ; that he was fbrry for 
his misfortune, and hoped he would be acquitted. 
The other anfwercd, he ihould patiently fubmit to 
'the laws of his country, and would attend him whi- 
ther he was ordered to conduft him : then, taking 
leave of his children with a tender kifs, he recom- 
'mended them to the care of Friendly ; who promifed 
to fee them fafe home, and then to attend him at the 
Juftice's, whofe name and abode he had learnt of the 
conftable. 

Frie NDLr arrived at die magiflratc's houfe juft as 
tiiat gentlexlti^ii had (igned the Mittimus againft his 
friend ; for the evidence of Fireblood was fo clear 
and ftrdng, and the juftice was fo incenfed againA 
lieartfiree, and fo convinced of his guilt, that he 
K^'^uld hardly hear him fpea^lf in his own defence, 
which the reader, perhaps, when he hears the evi- 
dence againll him, will be lefs inclined to cenfure : 
For this witnefs depofed, that he had been,, by 
«« Heartfifee himfelf, employed to carry the orders of 
«* embezzling to Wild, in order to be delivered to 
«* his wife ; Siat he had been afterwards prefent with 
** Wild and her at the inn, when they took coach 
«* for Harwich, where (he fliewed him the calket 
" of jewels, and defired him to tell her hufband^ 
*« that (he had fully executed his command ; and this 
** he fwore to have betn done after Heartfi ce had no- 
** tice of the commiffion, and in order to bring it 
«« within tRat time, Fireblood, as v^ell as Wild, fwore 
•' that Mrs. Heartfree lay feveral days concealed at 
*« Wild's houfe before her departure for Holland.'*" 
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When Friendly found thejuftice obdurate, and 
that all he could fay had no efFedl, nor was it any' 
way poflible for Heartfree to efcape being committed 
to Newgate, he refolved to accompany him thither: 
where^ when they arrived, the turnkJey would have 
confined Heartfree (he having no money) amongfk 
the common felons ; but Friendly would not permit 
it, and advanced every (hilling he had in his pockety 
to procure a room in the Prefs-Yard for his friend> 
which, indeed, through the humamty of tue keeper,- 
ke did at a cheap rate. 

They fpent that day together, and^ in the even- 
ing, the prifoner difmifled his friend, defiring him, 
after many thanks for his fidelity, to be comforted on 
his account. '* I know not, fays he, how far the ma-^ 
** lice of my enemy may prevail ; but whatever my 
•* fufferiags are, I am convinced my innocence wilL 
•* fomewhere be rewarded. If, therefore, any fatal 
*' accident fhould happen to me, (for he who is in 
'* the hands of perjury, may apprehend the worft) mf 
•* dear Friendly, be a father to my poor children," , 
at which words the tears guftied from his eyes. The 
other begged him not to admit any fuch apprehenfi-- 
ons ; for that he would employ his utmoft diligence in- 
his fervice, and doubted not but to fubvert any y'lU 
l^inous defign laid for his dellrudtion, , and to make 
his innocence appear to the world as white as it war 
in his opinion. 

We cannot help mentioHing a circomIlan<ie here^x^ 
though we doubt it will appear very mitiatural and 
incredible to our reader; which is, that, notwith- 
ftanding the fornxer chara6ler and behaviour of Heart- 
free, the ftory of his embezzling was fo far from fur- 
prizing his neighbours, that many of them declared- 
ihey expefted no better from him. Some were affiircd 
he could pay forty (hillings in the pound, if he 
would. Others had overheard hints formerly pais 
between him and Mrs. Heartfree, which had given 
them fufpicions. And, what is moft aftonifhing of 
all is, that many of thofe who had before cenfured 
him for an extravagant heedlefs fool, now no lefs 
G 5 Q»tA^ 



130 The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 

confidently abufed him for a cunningj tricking* ava- 
ricious knave. 

C HAP. XIII. 

Scmeihhg ccncermngFireblood^ nvhUh njoillfurpri^e ; and 
' ybme-iu^at touching one of the Mi/s Snaps, 'which twill 
greatly concern the reculer. 

HOWEVER, notwithllanding all thefe cenfures 
abroad, and in defpight 'of all his misfortunes 
at home, Heartfree in Newgate enjoyed a qijist, un- 
difturbcid repofe ; while our heroi nobly difdaining 
reft, lay fleeplefs all night j partly from the appre- 
. henfions of Mrs. Heartfree's return before he had 
executed his fcheme ; and partly from a fufpicion left 
Fireblood fliould betray him ; of whofe infidelity he 
liad, neverthelefs, no other caufe to maintayi any 
fear, but from his knowing hi n> to be an accomplifhed 
rafcal, as the vulgar term it, a complete Great 
Man in bur language. And indeed, to confcfs the 
truth, thefe doubts were not without fome foundation; 
for the very fam6 thought unluckily ent.red.the head 
qf that noble youth, who confidered, whetlier he- 
might not poffibiy fell himfelf for fome advantage to 
the other fide, as he had yet no promife from Wild ; 
but this was, by the fagacity of the lattce, prevented 
in the morning with a profufion of p^omifes, which 
Aewed him to be of the moft generous temper in the 
world, with which Fireblood was extremely well fa- 
tisfied ; and made ufe of fo many proteftations of his 
faithfulnefs, that he convinced Wild of the juftice of 
his fufpicions. 

At this time an accident happened, which, thouglk 
it did not immediately affed our hero, we cannot 
avoid relating, as itoccalioned great confufion in his 
&mily, as well as in the family of Snap. It is inT 
deed a calamity highly to be lamented, when it llain* 
untainted bloody and happens to an honourable houfe» 
An injury never to be repaired. A blot never to b6 
wiped out. A fore never to be healed. To dStain 
my reader no longer: Mifs Theodofia Snap was rioiv 
ftfely delivered «f a malerinfaut, theprodu<a of aft 

2UUQUX 
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^mour which that beautiful (Q that I could fay, vii^- 
tuous) creature had with the Count. 

Mr. Wild and his lady were at breakfaft, when 

Mr. Snap, with all the agonies of defpair both in his 

voice and countenance, brought them this melancholy 

. news. Our hero, who had (as we have faid) wonderful 

. good-nature when his greatnefs or interelt was not 

' concerned, infteadpf reviling his filter-in-law, alked 
with a fmile : ** Who was the father?" But the 
chafle Laetitia, we repeat the chaftc, for well did 
fhe now deferve that epithet ; received it in another 
manner. She fell into the utmoft fury at the rela- 
tion, reviled her lifter in the bitterefl terms, and 
vowed Ihe would never fee nor fpeak to her more- 
Then burft.into tears, and lamented over her father, 
that fuch diihonour fhould ever happen to him and 

- herfelf. .At length ihe fell fevcrely on her hufband, 
for the light treatment which he gave this fatal acci- 
dent. She told him, he was unworthy of the honour 
he enjoyed, of marrying into achafte family. That 
Jjhe looked on it as an affront to her virtue. That if 
he had married one of the naughty hufiies of the 
town, he could have behaved to her in no other man- 
' ner. She concluded, with defiring her father to make 
an example of the flut, and to turn her out of door^ ; 
for that Ihe would not otherwife enter his houfe, be- 
ing refolved never to fet her foot within the fame 
threlhold with the trollop, whom fhe detefted fo much 
the more, becaufe (which was perhaps true) ihe was 
her own fifter» 

So violent, and indeed fo outrageous was this chaftc 
lady's love of virtue, that flie could not forgive a fin- 
gle flip (indeed the only one Theodoliahad ever made) 
in her own fitter, iii a fifter who loved her, and to' 
whom flie owed a thoufand obligations. 

Perhaps the.feverity of Mr. Snap, who greatly 
felt the injury done to the honour of his family, would 

' have relented, had not the parifh-oiHcers been ex-* 
tremely preiEng on this occafion, and, for want of fe~ 
curil^, conveyed the unhappy young lady to a place, 
the name of which, for the hgnour of the Snap?, to 
whom our hero was £0 nearly a{lied> we buiy iii.ejer- 
C 6 T^ 
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nal oblivion ; where (he fufFercd fo mach correftion 
for her crime, that the good -naturecl reader of the 
male- kind may be inclined ~to compafiionate her, at 
leaft to imagine fhe was fufficiently punifhed for a- 
fault, which, with fubmiffion to the chafte Laetitia, 
and all other flridlly virtuous ladies, it fhould be ei- 
ther lefs criminal in a woman to commit, or more fo 
in a man to folicit her to it. 

But to return to our hero, who was a living and 
ilrong inftance, that human greatnefs and happinefs 
are not always infeparable. He was under a conti- 
nual alarm of frights, and fears, and jealoufies.. He 
thought every man he beheld wore a knife for hi^ 
throat, and a pair of fciflars for his purfe. As for 
his own gang particularly, he was thoroughly con- 
vinced there was not a fingle man amongft them, who 
would not, for the value of five (hillings, bring 
him to the gallows. Thefe apprehenfions fo con- 
ilantly broke his reft, and kept him fo affidoouflv on 
his guard, to frtiflrate and circumvent any deugns 
which might be forming againft him ; that his con- 
dition, to any other than the gloriousr eye of ambi- 
tion, might feem rather deplorable, than the objed 
of envy or defire. 

CHAP. XIV. 

In ivbich our Hero makes afpeech nvell ^worthy to he ccte- 
hratedy and the heha^viour of one of the gang perhaps 
more unnatural than any other part 'of this hijiory* 

THERE was in the gang a man named Blue- 
fkin ; one of thofe merchants who trade in dead 
Men* fheep, &c. in fhort, what the vulgar call a 
Butcher. This gentleman had two qualities of a great 
man, viz. undaunted courage, and an abfolute con- 
tempt of thofe ridiculous diftin^ions of Meum and 
Tuum which would caufe endlefs difputes, did not the 
law happily decide them by converting both into 
Suum. The common form of exchanging property 
hy trade feemed to him too-tedious ; he therefore re- 
ii^Ived so quit the mercantile profeflion^ and, falling 
4K(|tiahited with fome of Mr. Wild's people, he prd- 

vided 
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vided himfelf with arms, and e»lifted of the gang. In» 
which he behaved for feme time with great decency 
and order, and fubmitted to accept fuch fhare of the: 
booty with the reft, as our hero allotted him. 

But this fubferviency agreed ill with his temper; 
for we fhould have before remembered a third heroic 
quality^ namely, ambition, which w^s no inconiider- 
able part of his compofition ; one day, therefore, 
having robbed a gentleman at Windfbr of a gold- 
watch ; which, .on its being advertifed in the news- 
paper, with a confiderable reward, was demanded of 
aim by Wild, he peremptorily refufed to deliver it. 
" How, Mr. Bluefkin I fays Wild, you will not 
deliver the watch? No, Mr. Wi^d, anfwered he; 
I have taken it, and will keep it ; or, if I difpofe of 
It, I will difpofe of it myfelf, and keep the money 
for which I fell it. Sure, replied Wild, you have 
not the aiiurance to pretend you have any property 
or right in this watch ? I am certain, returned 
Blvte&in, whether I have any right in it or no, you 
can prove none. I will undertake, cries the other, 
to (hew I have an abfolute right to it, and that, 
by the laws of our gang, of which I am providen- 
tially at the head. I know not who put you at 
the head of it, cries Bluelkin; but thoie v/ho did, 
certainly did it for their own good, that you might 
conduct them the better in their robberies, inform 
them of the richefl booties, prevent fiirprizes, pack 
juries, bribe evidence, and fo contribute to their 
benefit and fafety ; and not to convert all their 
labour and hazard to your own benefit and ad- 
vantage. You are greatly miftaken. Sir, anfwered 
' Wild ; you are talking of a legal fociety, where 
the chief magiftrate is always chofen for the pub- 
lic good, which, as we fee in all the legal focietie^ 
of the world, he conftantly eoftfults, daily con tii^ 
buting, by hiy fiipcrior fkill, to their profperity^ 
aiid not facri<ficing their good to his own wealth, 
or pleafure, or humour : but in. an illegal fociety 
or gane, as thi3 of ours, it is otherv^ife ; for who 
would oe at the bead of a gang, n&lefr &>b hi& own 
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•' intereft? And without a head,' you know, yew 
*' cannot fubfifl. Nothing but a head, and obedience 
** to that head, can preferve a gang a moment from 
** deftrudliQn- It is abfolutely better for you to con- 
*' tent yoarfelves with a moderate reward, and enjoy 
** that in fafety at the difpofal of your chief, thaa 
** to engrofs the whole with the hazard to which you 
*' will be liable without his prote6lion» And furely, 
** there is none in the whole gang, who hath lefs 
*' reafon to complain than you ; you have tailed of 
*' my favours ; witnefs that piece of ribbon ^ou wear 
*^ in your hat, with which J dubbed you captain.— 

** Therefore, pray captain, deliver the watch. 

** D^-a your cajoling, fays Bluefkin : Do you think 
*' I value myfelf on this bit of ribbon, which I could 
y have bought myfelf for fix-pence, and have worn 
*' without yourle^vfiL? Do you imagine I think my- 
'* feir a captain, bccaufe you, whom I know not em- 
" powered to make one, call me fo? The name of 
•' captain is but a Ihadow : the men and the f^Jary 
** are the fubftance : and I am not to be bubbled 
*' with a (hadow. I will be called captain no Ion- 
** ger, and he who flatters me by that name, I fhall 
*' think affronts me, and I will knock him down, I 

•^ affure you. Did ever man talk fo unreafon* 

*' ably ? cries Wild. Are you not refpe^ed as a 
*^ captain by the whole gang fmce my dubbing you ' 
*' fo ! But it is the ihadow only, it feems ; and you 
** will knock a man down for affronting- you, who 
/* calls you captain ! Might not a man as reafonably 
*' tell a minifter of ftate : Sir, you kwve gi'uen me the 
*^ JbadoiA} only. The ribbon or the bauble ^ that you ga'U9 
'* mey implies that I have either Jignalixed myfelf , by 
•* fome great a^iany fcr the benefit and glory of my coun- 
•< try ', or at leafi that I am defcended from thofe nuha 
'* ha've done fo, I kno^w myfelf to be a fcoundrel^ 
'* and fo ha've been thofe fe^w anceftors I can remember ^ 
•'. or ha've ever heard cf Therefore I am refolded t a 
" knock thefrjl man dovony njcho calls me Sir, or Right 
•* Honourable. But all great and wife men think 
5* ihemfclves fufiicicntly repaid by what procures 
' ' ' - ' " thej» 
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* them honour and precedence in the g:ang, without 
** enquiring into fubftance ; nay, if a title, or a fea- 
** .ther, be equal to thispurpofe, they are fubftance, 
** and not mere fhadows. But I have not time to ar- 
•' gue with you at prefent, fo give me the watch 
'* without any more deliberation., I am no more a 
*' friend to deliberation than yourfelf, anfwered 
** Biuefkin, and fo I tcU you once for a!I, by G — 
*' I never will give you the watch, no, nor will I 
•* ever hereafter furrender any part of my booty. 
^» I won it, and 1 will wear it. Take your piftoh 
" yourfelf, and go out on the highway, and don't 
** lazily think to fatten yourfelf with the dangers 
** and pains of other people." At which words he 
dep;jrted in a fierce mood, and repaired to the tavern 
ufed by the gang, where he had appointed to meet 
fome of his acquaintance, whom he informed of what 
had pafled between him and Wild, and advifed them 
all to follow his example; which they all readily 
agreed to, and Mr. Wild's D — tion was the univer- 
fal toafl; in drinking bumpers to which they had 
iinifhed a large bowl of punch, wdien a conftable, 
with a numerous attendance, and Wild at tkeir head, 
entered the room, and feized on Biuefkin, whom 'his 
companions, when they faw our hero, did not dare 
fcttempt to refcue. The watch was found upon him, 
which, together with Wild's information, was more 
than fufHcient to commit him to Newgate. 

In the evening,' Wild, and the reft of thofe who 
had been drinking with Bluelkin, met at the tavern, 
where nothing was to be feen but the profoundeit 
fubmiflion to their leader. They vilified and abufed 
Bluelkin as much as they had before abufed our'liero, 
and now repeated the fame toaft, only changing the 
name of Wild into that of Bluelkin. All agreeing 
with Wild, that the watch found in his pocker, and 
which mull be a fatal evidence againft him, was a 
juft judgment on his difobedience and revolt. 

Thus did this Great Man, by a refofuteand time- 
Jy example (for he went direftly to the juftice when 
£iuelkin left him) quell one of the moSt daugcrou^ 

coa- 
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confpiracies which could poflibly arife in a ganf ; 
and which, had it been permitted one day's growth^ 
would inevitably have ended in his deftruction ; Yo 
much doth it bcTiove all great ifien to be eternally oh 
their guard, and expeditious in the execution of 
theic purpofes ; while none but the weak and honeft 
can indulge themfelves in remiflnefs or repofe. 

The Achates, Fireblood, had been prefent at both 
thcfe meetings ; but though he had a little toohaitil'y 
concurred in curfing his friend, and in vowing his 
perdition ; yet now he faw all that fcheme diflblvecl, 
he returned to his integrity ; of which he gave^ ah< 
incontellable proof, by informing Wild o€ the mea- 
fures which had been concerted again ft him. In 
which, he faid, he had pretended to acquiefce, in or- 
der the better to betray them ; and this, as he after- 
wards confefled on his death-bed, at Tyburn, was 
only a copy of his countenance : For that he was, at: 
that time, as fincere and hearty in his oppofitioa to- 
Wild as any of his companions. 

Our heio received Fircblood's information with a- 
very placid countenance. He faid, as the gang hadi 
feen their errors, and repented, nothing was more- 
noble than forgivenefs. But though he was pleafed' 
modeftly to afcribe this to his lenity, it really arofc 
from much more noble and political principles. He 
confidered that it would be dangerous to attempt the 
punifhment of fo many; befides, he flattered him-- 
lelf that fear would keep them in order'; and in- 
deed Fireblood had told him nothing more than he 
knew before, viz.. that they were all complete Prigs,. 
whom he Was to govern by their fears, and in whom^ 
he was to place no more confidence than was neceiV 
inry, and to watch them with the utmoft caution and- 
eircumfpedion : for a rogue, he wifely faid, like 
gunpowder, muft be ufed with caution ; fince both- 
are altogether as liable to blow, op the party himfelf 
who ufes them, as to execute his mifchievoiM pur« 
poCb againft fome other perfon.or animal. 

We will now repair to Newgate, it being the 
|4ace wlicre moft of the great men of this hiilory are 

Juften- 
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haftening as faft as pofTible ; and to confcfs the truth, 
it is a caille very far from being an improper, or 
miibecoming habitation for any great man what- 
ever. And as this fcene will continue during the re- 
fidue of our hiftory, we fhall open it with a new 
book ; and fhall, therefore, take this opportunity of 
dofing our third. 
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BOOK IV. 

C H A P. I. 

Afentiment of the Ordinary*!^ •worthy to ienvritten in Ut^ 
ters of gold ; a ntery extraordinary inftance of folly in 
Friendly j and a dreadful accident wahich befel our 
hero . 

HEARTFREE had not been long in Newgate 
before his frequent converfatipn with hii 
children, and other inftances of a good heart, 
which betrayed themfelves in his a£tibns and conver- 
fation^ created an opinion in all about him that he 
was one of the fillieft fellows in the univerfe. The 
ordinary himfelf, a very fagacious as well as very 
worthy perfon, declared that he was a curfed rogue, 
but no conjurer. 

What indeed might induce the former, i, e, the 
roguiih part of this opinion in the ordinary was a 
wicked fentiment which Hcartfree one day difclofed in 
convcrfation; and whirh we, who are truly orthodox, 
ivill not pretend to juftify, that he heliefved a fncere 
Turk lAjould befa'ved. To this the good man, with 
becoming zeal and indignation, anfwered, I know not 

\ ^jnhai 



TheLIFEpfMr. JONATHAN WILD. 159 

<uihat may become of a Jlnccre Turk, hut if this he your 
ferfuafioHy I pronounce it impojjible you Jhould be fa<ved^ 
No^ Sir, fo far from a fincere Turk'j being nvithin the 
pale of fal^vation, neither 'willany fncere Prefbyterian,* 
Anabapiill, nor Quaker ivhate^vcr, befwved. 

But neither did the one or the other part of tl^Js 
charafter prevail on FriendJy to abandon his old maf- 
ter. He fpent his whole time with him, except only 
thofe hours when he was abfent for his fake, in pro/- 
curing evidence for him againft his trial, which was 
how ihortly to come on. Indeed this young man was 
the only comfort, befides a clear confcience, and th« 
hopes beyond the grave, which this poor wretch had; 
for tjie fight of his children was like one of thofe al- 

Juring pleafures which men in fome difeafes indulge 
tlwjmielves often fatally in, which at once flatter and 
heighten their malady. 

Friendly being one day prefent while Heartfree 
was, with tears in his eyes, embracing his eldeft 
dacrghter, and lamenting the hard fate to which he 
feared he fhould be obliged to leave her, (poke to him 
- thus. ** I have long obferved with admiration the 
** magnanimity with which you go thro' your own 
•* misfortunes, and the fleady countenance with which 
«' you look on death. I have obferved that all your 
•* agonies arife from the thoughts of parting with 
•* your children, and of leaving them in a diibeft 
*' condition 5 now, tho* I hope all your fear5 will 
** prove ill-grounded, yet, that I may relieve you as 
** much as poflible from them, be affured, that as 
«* nothing can give me more real mifery, than toob- 
** ftrve fo tender and loving a concern in a jnafler, 
*^ to whofe goodnefs I owe fo many obligations, and 
'* wh6m I fo fincerely love, fo nothing can afford me 
** equal pleafure with my contributing to lefTen or to 
** remove it. Be convinced, therefore, if you can 
*' place any confidence in my promife, that I will em* 
'* ploy my little fortune, which you know to be not 
«* entirely inconliderable, in the fupport of thie your 
*' little .family. Should any misfortune,, which I pray 
*• heaven avert, happen to you before you have better 

^^ provided for thcfe little ones, I^ill bt m^feVJ \\\fcvt 
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" father, nor fliall cither of them ever know diftrefs, 
** if it be any way in my power to prevent it. Your 
** younger daughter 1 will provide for, and as for my 
*' little prattler, your elder, as I never yet thought 
" of any woman for a wife, I will receive her as fuch 
** at your hands ; nor will I ever relinquifh her for 
*' another.'* Hearifree ficw to his fri'end, and em- 
braced him with raptures of acknowledgment. He 
vovved to him that he had eafed every anxious thought 
of his mindbutone, and that he mtiil carry with him 
out of that world. •• O Friendly, (crie4 he) it is my 
** concern for that beft of women , whom Ihate'my- 

. •* felf for ever having cenfured in my opinion. O 
*' Friendly, thou didft know her goodnefs, yet, fure 
** her perfeft charader none but rnyfclf was ever ac- 
*' quainted with. She had every perfeftion both of 
'* mind and body, which heaven hath indulged to 
** her whole fex, and poffefTed all in a higher excel- 
V Ignce than nature ever indulged to another in any 
'* iingle virtue. Can I bear the lofs of fuch a wo- 
*' man ? Can I bear the appreheniions of what mif- 
*' chiefs that villain may have done to her, of whicK 
*' death is perhaps the lighted ?" Friendly geiuljf 
interrupted him as foon as he faw an opportunity j. 
endeavouring to coxifort him on this head lil^ewi{e> 
by magnifying every circuroftance which could pof- 
fibly aiFord any hope of his feeing her again. 

By this kind of behaviour, in which the young 
man examplified fo uncommon an height of friend- 
ihip, he had foon obtained in the caftle the charadler 
of as odd and filly a fellow as his matter. Indeed, they 
were both the by- word, laughing-ftock^and contempt 
of the whole place. 

The feffiofls* now came on at the Old Bailey. .The 
grand jury at Hicks's-hali had found the Ijill qf in- 

"clidment againfl Heartfree, and on thelecond day of 
the feffions he was brought to his trial;, wh^re, jnot- 
withftanding the ufmoil efforts orFVendly, and of the 
honeilold female fcjrvant, the circumftaixces of |he. fatV 

' corroborating the evidence of ^Fireblood, as well, as 
that'of Wiid,-jwhP C9^:i\^er(i2itqd ^he jndft artful /<;- 
Jii^ncc ^t appearing againll his old Fr£end Heartfrecj 

thejurj^ found, the prifou^r gjoiit^ • ^ \vu 
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Wild had now accompli Ihed his fchemc ; for as to 
uhat remained, it was certainly unavoidable, feeing 
that Heartfree was entirely void of interefl with the 
^reat, and was befides convidled on a flatute, the in- 
fiingers of which could hope no parrdon. 

THECAtallrophe, to wliich our hero had reduced 
"this wretch, was fo wonderful an effort of greatnelV, 
that it probably made fortune envious of her own ~ 
darling ; but whether it was from this envy, or only 
from that known inconflancy and w^aknel's fo often 
and judicioufly remarked in thatlady's temper, wh« 
frequently lifts men to the fummit of human great- 
nefs, only 

ut lapfu graviore ruant ; 

•certain it is, (he now began to meditate mifcliief a. . 
gainft Wild, who feems to have come to that period, 
at which all heroes have arrivec^, and which fhe was 
refblved they never ihould tranfcencl. In (hort, there 
feems to be a certain meafure of milchicf and iniquity, 
which every great man is to fill up, and then fortune 
looks on him of no more ufe than a iilk-worm, whofe 
bottom is fpun, and deferts him. Mr. Blueikin was 
tonvifted the fame day of robbery, by our hero, an 
onkindnefs, which tho' he had drawn on himfelf, and 
necefiitated him to, he took greatly amifs ; as Wild 
therefore was Handing near him, with that difregard 
and indifference which great men are too carelefsly 
inclined to have for diofe whom they have ruined ; 
Blueikin privily drawing a knife, thruil the fame ioto 
the body of our hero with fuch violence, that all who 
faw it concluded he had done his bufmefs. And in- 
deedy had not fortune, not fo much out of love to 

.^our hero, as from a fixed ref;>lution to accomplifh a 
certain purpofe, of which we have formerly given a 
Kint, carefully placed his guts out of the way, hemuft 

'have Oill' n a facrifice to the wrath of his enemy, which, 
as he^terwards faid, he did not deferve; ^or had he 

' been contented to have robbed and only fubmitted to 
|;ive him the booty, he might have ftill continaed fafe 
%xi^ unimpeached in the gang ; bat fo it was, that 
the knife mifiiDg thofe Aoble parts (the uobie&<^C 
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many) the guts, perforated only the hollow of his 
belly, and caufed no other harm than an immoderate 
eiFufion of blood, of which, tho* it at prefent weaken- 
ed him, he foon after recovered. 

This accident, however, was in the end atttended 
with worfe confequences : for, as very few people 
(thofe greatefl of all men, abfoluie princes, excepted) 
attempt to cut the thread of human life, like the fa- 
tal fillers, merely out of wantonnefs and for their 
diverfion, but rather by fo doing, proppfe to them- 
felves the acquifition of fome future good, .or the 
avenging fome pafl evil; and as the former of thefe 
motives did not appear probable^ it put inquifitive 
perfons on examining into the latter. Now, as th« 
vaflr fchemes of Wild, when they were difcovered, 
Jiowever great in their nature, feemed to fome perfons 
like the projedts of moft other fuch perfons, rather to 
be calculated for the glory of the great man himfelif", 
than to redound to the general good of fociety : de- 
figns began to be laid by feveral of tliofe who thought, 
it principally their duty, to' put a flop to the future 
progrefs of our hero, and a learned judge particularly, 
a great enemy to this kind of grcatnefs, procured a 
daufe in an aft of parliament as a trap for Wild, 
which he foon after fell into. By this law it was made 
capital in^a Prig to fteal with the hands of other 
people. A law fo plainly calculated for the dcflruAion 
of all priggilh greatnefs, that it was indeed impofliblc 
for our hero to avoid it. 

C H A P. IL 

Jl. Jhort hint concerning popular ingratitude, Mr, Wild'/ 
arrival in the cafile^ "with ether occurrences' to be found 
ia no other hifiory, 

IF we had anv^Ieifure, we would her* digrefs a 
little on that Tri gratitude, which fo many writers 
have obferved to 4*pring up in the people in all fpee 
governments towards theii' great men j who, while 
they have been confulting the good of the public, by 
raiting their own greatnefs, in which the whole body 
(as the kingaom of France thinks itfelf in the glor/ 
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of their grand monarch) was fo deeply concerned, 
have been fometimes facrificed by thofe' very people 
for whofe glory the faid great men were fo induftri- 
oufly at work : and this from a fooliih zeal for a cer- 
tain ridiculous imaginary thing called Liberty, to 
which great men are obferved to have a great ani- 
mofit/. 

This law had been promulgated a Very little time, 
when Mr. Wild, having received from fome dutiful 
members of the gang, a valuable piece of goods, did, 
for a cbnfideration fomewhat Ihort of its original price, " 
re-convey it to the right owner ; for which fa6l being 
ungratefully informed againft by the faid owner, 'he 
w£s furprized in his own houfe, and being overpower'd 
by numbers, was hurried before a magiftrate, and by 
Bim committed to that callle, which, fuitable as it is 
to greatnefs, we do ;i©t chufe to name too often in 
our hiftory, and where many great men, at this time, 
happened to be aflembled. 

The governor, or, as the law more honourably calls 
hira, keeper of this caftle, was Mr. Wild's old frien^d 
and acquaintance. This made the latter greatly fatisfied 
with the place of his confinement, as hepromifed him- 
feif not only a kind reception .and handfome accom- 
modation there, but even t9 obtain his liberty from 
him^ if he thought it neceffary to defire it : but alas, ! 
h^ was deceived, his old ffiend knew him no longer, 
and refufed to fee him, and the lieutenant governor 
anfiftedon as high garniih for fetters, and as exorbitant 
a price for lodging, as if he had had.a fine gentleman 
in cuflody for murder, or any other genteel crime. 

To confefs a melancholy truth, it is a circumflance 
imich to be lamented, that there is no abfolute de- 
pendance on the frieridfliip of great men.' An obfei:- 
vation which hath been frequently made by thofe 
who have lived in courts or in Newgate, or in any 
other place fet apart for the habitation of fuch per-. 
fons. ^ 

The fecond day of his confinement he vyas greatly 
furprized at receiving a vifit from his wife^ and much 
snore fo, when, inftead of a countenance ready to Iw-- 
fiilt him; the only motive to >vhirtv \\c covj\<i lefct^^S^ 
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her prefence, he faw the tears trickling down her 
lovely cheeks. He embraced her with the utncoil 
mark of afFeftion, and declared he could hardly re- 
gret his confinement, fince it had produced fuch an 
inftance of the happinefs he enjoyed in her, whofe 
fidelity to him on this occafton would, he believed, 
make him the envy of mo5 hufbands, even in New- 
gate. He then begged her to dry her eyes, and be 
comforted ; for that mattersmight go better with him 
than (he expefted. ** No, no (fays Ihe) I am certaia 
~** you will be found guilty Death, I knew*.what it 
<* would always come to. I told you it was impoflible 
<' to carry on fuch a trade long ; but yea would not 
»* be advifed, and now you fee the confeqaence, now 
" you repent when it is too late. All the comfort I 
*' fhall have>vhen you are * nuhhed is, that I ga¥C 
** you good advice. If you had always gone out by 
«* youilelf, as I would have Rad you, you might have 
** robbed on to the end of the chapter; btit yon was 
" wifcr than all the world, or rather lazier, andf^e 
*' what your lazinefs is come tc — to the f cheats for 
*' thither you will go now, that's infallible. And a 
** juft judgment on you for follosving your headftrong 
*' will ; I am the only perfon to be pitied, poor I, 
" who /hall be fcandalized for your fault. There gois 
*' Jhe'whrfehiijland'vjaskaytged: methinkslhear them 
*' crying fo already." At which words (he burftjnto 
tears. He could not then forbear chiding her for this 
unneceffary concern on his account, and begged h«r 
hot to trouble him any more. She anfwered with fome 
fpirit : ** On your account, and he d— rd to you ! No, 
'^ if the old cull of a jufticc had not fcnt me hither, I 
*' believe it would have been long -enough before I 
*' fliould have come hither to fee after you : d — n me, 
" I ^m committed for the \ filing-lay ^ man,\and wc 
** ihall be both _»i/^^^^ together. 1' faith, my dear, 
'' it almoft makes me amends for being ntdhed my Cdi 
■*' to have the pleafure of feeing thee nubied too. In- 
/« deed, my dear, (anfwered Wild) it is what I have 
'* long wilhed for thee ; but I do not deiire to bear 

* The cant word for banghg. f The gaUtwSm % Puking 

'* thee 
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^ thee coQpanv, and I l&ave ftill Hopes to have th* 
** pleafure of (eeing you ^o without me; at ieafi £ 
•* will have the pleafure to be rid of you now." And 
fo faying, he feized her by the waift, and with ilrong 
arm flung her out of the room ; but not before ihehal 
with her nails left a bloody memorial on his cheek: 
and thuf-this fond couple parted. 

W'li^D^had fcarce reooveredhimiblf from the unda- 
fineft into which this unwelcome viilt, proceedings 
£rom the diftgre^able fbndn^fs of his wife, had throwa 
him» than the faithful Achates appeared. The pre** 
fence of this youth was indeed a cordial to his fpirits^ 
He nKeiveid. him with qpen arras, and exprefled the 
utmoft 3tatis£idltOiL in the fidelity of his friendfhip* 
which fo far exceeded the fafliion of the times, and 
faid many things, which we.have forgot, on the ooca- 
fion ; but we remember they all tended to the praife* 
of Ficeblood, whoie modefly, at length, put a ftop t<r 
the torrent of compliments; by a^rting that he had 
done no more than his duty, and that hefliouldhave 
detefted himfelf, could he have forfakeniiis friend in 
• his. adveHity :- and after many protefiatlons, that he 
t:ame the moment he heard of his misfortune, he aiked 
him if he could be of any fervice. Wild anfwered,* 
fincehe had fo kindly propofed thatqueftlon, he mull 
fay he ihould be obliged to him, if he could lend him 
a few guineas ; for that he was very/eedy. Fireblood 
replied, that he was greatly unhappy in not having it 
thcnin his power, adding many hearty oaths, that he 
had not a farthing of money in his pocket, which 
was, indeed, flridly true; for he had only a bank- 
note, which he had that evening purloined from a 
gentleman in the play-houfe paffage. He then a&ed 
ror his wife, to whom, to fj>eak truly, the vifit was 
intended, her confinement being the misfortune of 
which he hadjuft heard; for, as for that of Mr. Wild 
himfelf, he had known it from the firJd minute, with- 
out ever intending of trouble him with his company^ 
Being informed tnerefore of the vifit which had lately 
happened, he reproved Wild for his cruel treatment 
of that good creature; then taking as fudden a leave 
as he civilly could of the getvttemasi« \i<^ \L^tu<&^ 

V01. F. li ^ 
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t# comfort his lady^ who received him with great 
kindnefs. 

CHAP. III. 

Curious anecdotes relating to the hiftory of Newgate. 

THERE refided in the caftle at the fame time 
with Mr. Wild, one Roger Johnfon, a very 
CHEAT Man, who had long been at the head of all 
the Frigs in Newgate, and had raifed contributions on 
tiiem. He examined into the nature of their defence, 
procured and inftrudled their evidence, and made him- 
ftlf, at leaft in their opinion, fo neceflary to tliem, 
that the whole fate of Newgate feemed entirely to de- 
pend upon him. 

Wild had not been long in confinement before be 
began to oppofe this man. H« reprefented him to 
"the Prigs as a fellow, who, under the plauiible pre- 
tence of aflilting their caufes, was in reality nnder- 
sniningTHB Liberties op Newgate. He at firft 
threw out certain ily hints and iniiuations ; but hav- 
ing, by degrees, formed -a party again ft Roger, he one 
day afiembled them together^ and fpoke to them in the 
following florid manner. 

Friends and felLw-citizent, 

*' The caufe which I am to mentioft to you this 
«* day, is of fuch mighty importance,- that when I 
•' conAder my own fmall abilities, I tremble with an 
*' apprehenfion, left your fafety may be rendered pre- 
•' carious by the weaknefs of him who hath undcr- 
** taken to reprefent to you your danger. Gentlemen, 
•' the liberty of Newgate is at ftakc : your privileges 
^' have been long undermined, and are now openly 
♦' violated by one man ; by one who hath engrofied 
*' lo himfeli the whole condudl of your trials, under 
" colour of which he exafta what contributions on 
" you he pleafes; but are thofe Yums appropriated 
*' to the ufes for which they are raifed? Your frequent 
'^ conviclions at the Old Baileyi thofe depredations 
*' of julUce, muft too fenfibly and forely demon ftratQ 

" the 
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** the contrary. What evidence doth he ever produce 
•' for the prifpner, which the prifoner hjjnfelf could 
*' not have provided, and often better inftrudled ? 
*' How many noble youths have there been loft, when 
'' a fin gle ^//^/ would have faved them! Should I be 
" filent, nay, could your own injuries want a tongue 
.*' to remonftmte, the very breath, which by his ne- 
•* gleft hath been flopped at the Cheat, would cry out 
'^ loudly againft him. Nor is the exorbitancy of his 
*' plunders vifible only in the dreadful confcfquence* 
** it hath produced to the Prigs, nor glares it only in 
'* the miferios brought on them : it blazes forth in 
** the more defirable efFefts it hath wrought for him- 
'* felf, in the rich perquiiites acquired by it: witnefs 
*' that filk night-gown, that robe of ihame, which, 
** to his eternal diihonour, he publickly wears ; that 
•* gown, which I will not fcruple to call the winding- 
*' iheet of the liberties of Neweate. Is there a Prig 
'* who hath the intereft and honour of Newgate ro 
*' little at heart, that he can refrain from blufliin^ 
*' when he beholds that trophy, purchafed with th« 
. '/ breath of fo many Prigs ! Nor is this all. Hit 
•* waiftcoat embroidered with filk, and his velvet cap, 
*' bought with the fame price, are eniigns of thf • 
** fame difgrace. Some would think the fags whick 
^* covered his^nakednefs, when firft he was committed 
'*. hither, well exchanged forthefe gaudy trappings? 
** but in my eye, no exchange can be profitable when 
^'"difhondur is' the condition. If therefore. New- 
** gate-7-" Here the only copy which we could pro- • 
cure of this fpeech breaks off abruptly; however^ 
we pan affiire the reader, from very authentic in- 
formation, that he concluded with advifing the Prigs 
to put their affairs into other hands. After which, 
one of his party, as had been before concerted, in a 
ytry long fpeech recommended him (Wild himfelf) 
to their choice, 

N£WGAT£ was divided into parties on this occa* 
fi6n ; the Prigs on each fide reprefenting their chief 
Or Great Man to be the only perfon by ^om the af- 
fairs oi New^te could be managed with fafety and 
advantage. The Prigs had indcca vti^ VEV^^^m^^^SS:^^ 
li 2 ^ "«»► 
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interefis ; £pr whereas the fupporters of Johnfon, who 
was in poiTeffion of the plunder of Newgate^ were ad- 
mitted to Tome ihare under their leader ; fo the abet- 
tors of Wild, had, on his oromotion, the fame views 
of dividing fome part of the ipoil among themfelves. 
It is no wonder, therefore, the]r were t^th fo warm 
on each ^de. What may feem more remarli^able, 
was, that the debtors, who were entirely unconcerned 
in the dilute, and who were the defined plunder of 
both parues,! ihould intereii themfelves with the ut- 
moll violence, fome on behalf of Wild, and others 
in favour of Johnfon. So that all Newgate refounded 
with Wild yir/v/r/ JoHnson/or rvtr ! And the 
poor debtors re-eciiotd tie lilertiej qfNe*wgate ! which, 
in the cant language, iignifies Plunder, as loudly as 
the thieves themfelves. In ihort, fuch quarrels and 
animoiities happened between them, that they feemed 
rather the people of two countries long at war with 
each other, than the inhabitants of the fame cafUe. 

Wild's party at kngth prevailed, and he fucceeded 
to theplace and power of Johnfon, whom he prefently 
fbipt of all his finery 3 but when it was propofed, 
that he fhould fell it, and divide the money for the 
fi;ood of the whole ; he waved that motion, faying. 
It was not yet time, that he fhould find a better op- 
portunity, that the cloaths wanted cleaning, with 
many other pretences, and, within two days^ to the 
furprize of maiiy, he appeared in them himfelf ; for 
which he votrchfafed no other apology than that they 
£tted him much better than they did Johnfon, and 
that they became him in a much more elegant man- 
ner. 

This behaviour in Wild greatly incenfed the debt- 
ors, particularly thofe by whofe means he had been 
proxnoted* They grumbled extremely, and vented 
great indignation againfl Wild ; whi^n one day a very 
grave man, and one of much authority among them, 
befpake them as follows : 

*' Nothing fure can be more juftly ridiculous 
" than the conduct of thofe who Ihould lay the 
" lamb in the wolPs way, and then (hould lament 
«< his hping devoured. What a wolf is inalhcvpr 
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•* fold, a grekt man is ih fociety. Now, when cme 
** wolf is in pOffeffion of a (heepfold, how little woul4 
*' it avail the fixhple flock to expel him, and place 
" another in his ftead ? Of the fame benefit to us is 
*• the overthrowing one Pri^ in favour of another. 
** And for what other advantage was your ftruggle? 
** Did you not all know, that Wild and his followers 
** were Prigs, as well as Johnfon and his ? What 
•' then could the contention he among fuch, but that 
** which you have now difcovered it to have been ? 
*' Perhaps fome would fay. Is it then our duty tamely 
«* to fubmit to the rapine of the Prig who now plun- 
♦' ders us, for fear of an exchange? Surely no: but 
*' I anfwer. It is better to (hake the plunder off, thaa 
** to exchange the plunderer. Ana by what means 
" can -we effed this, but by a total change in our 
'* manners f Every Prig is a flave. His own Prig-- 
•• gip defirfes which enflave' him, themfelves be- 
*^ tray him to the tyranny of others. To preferve, 
*• therefore, the liberty of Newgate, is to change the 
*• manners of Newgate. Let us, therefore, ^^noare 
•' confined here for debt only, ieparate ourfelves en- 
** tirely from the Prigs ; neither drink with them, 
" nor converfe with them. Let us, at the fame 
•• time, feparate ourfelves father froni Priggifm it- 
•* felf: inftead of being ready, on every opportunity^ 
*' to pillage each other, let us be conteru with our 
" honefl fhare of the common bounty, and with the 
•* acquifition of our own induftry. When we fepa- 
*' rate from the Prigs ; let us enter into a clofer alli- 
** ance with one another. Let us confider ourfelves- 
•^ all as members of one community, to the public 
•* good of which we are to facrifice our private views f 
•' not to give up the intereft of the whole for every 
^ little plcafiire or profit which fhall accrue to our- 
•• felves. Liberty is confifteht with no degree of ho- 
•* nefty inferior to this, and the cqlnmunity where 
** this abounds, no Prig will have the inlpudence or 
*' audadonfnefs to endeavour to enflave ; or if he 
** fliould, his own deftrudion would be the only con- 
*• ■ fequence of his attempt. . Bat while oae ii\?l\\ ^\«- 
*• ftte&.iu5 ambition,, another Ms iuterc^, ^.wv:i\Xv^>:\v\.^ 
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'* fafelty; while one hath aroeuery (a Priggifm they 
*' here call it) to commit, and another s:roguery-to 
" defend^ they muft naturally ily to the favour and 
" proteAion of thofe, who have power to give them 
'* what they defire, and to defend them from what 
'* they fear; nay,* in this view it becomes their hi- 
. ** tereft to promote this power in their patrons. Now, 
*' gentlemen, when we are no longer Prigs ^ we ihall 
** no longer have thefe fears or thefe defires. What 
** remains, , therefore, for os, but to refolve bravely 
*' to lay aiide our Priggi/m] our roguery, in plainer 
•' words, and preferve our liberty, or to give up the 
*' latter in theprefervation and preference of the for- 
♦' mer." 

This fpeech was received with much applaufe; 
however. Wild continued as before to levy contribu- 
tions among the prifoners, to apply the garnifh to his 
oWn ufe, and to flrut openly in the ornaments which 
he had fb-ipt from Johnfon. To fpeak fincerely, 
there was more bravado than xeal ufe or advantage 
in thefe trappings. As for the ni?ht-gown, its out- 
iide indeed made a glittering tiniel appearance, but 
it kept him not warm ; nor could the finery of it do 
him much honour, fmce tytry one knew it did not 
properly belong to him ; as^ to the waiftcoat it fitted 
him very ill, being infinitely too big for him ; and 
the cap was fo heavy, that it made his head ach. 
Thus ihefe cloaths, which, perhaps, (as theyprefented 
the idea of their mifery more fenfibly to the people's 
eyes) brought him more envy, hatred, and detradion* 
than all his deeper impofitions and more real advan- 
tages ; afforded very little ufe or honour to the weaver ; 
nay, could fcarce ferve to amufe his own vanity, wk^ 
this ^as cool enough to refle£l with the leaA feriouf- 
nefs. And, ihould I fpeak in the language ^i a man 
who eftimated human iiappmefs without regard to 
thatgreatnefs, which we have folabonoufly endeavour- 
ed to paint in this hiilory, it is probable he never 
took ( i. f. robbed the prifoners of) a (hilling, which 
he himfelf did not pay too dear for. 
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T^e deaJ-nvarrant arrives/or Hcartfree ; en ^whici? OC'* 
cafion Wild betrays fome human iveakne/s^ 

THE dead-warrant, as it is called, now came 
down to Newgate for the execution of Heart- 
free among the reft of the prifoners. And here the 
reader muft excufe us, who profefs to draw naturaf, 
not perfeft charafter^, and to record the truths of hif- 
tory, not the extravagancies of romance, while we 
relate a weaknefs in Wild, of which we are ourfel\re» 
afhamed, and which we would willingly hare con- 
cealed, could we have preferved, at the feme time, 
that ftridl attachment to truth and impartiality, which 
we have profelTed in rccordiifg the annals of this great 
man. Know then, reader, that this dead- warrant 
did not aifed Heartfree, who was to fuffer afhameful 
death by it, with half the coilcern it gave Wild; wha 
had been the occaiion of it. He had been a little 
llrack the day before, on feeing the children carried 
away in tears from their father. This fight brought 
the remembrance of fome flight injuries he had done 
the father, to his mind, which he endeavoured, a& 
much as poflible, to obliterate ; but when one of the 
keepers (Ifhouldfay lieutenants of the caftle) repeat* 
ed Heartfree's name among thofe of the malefadlora 
who were to fuffer within a few days, the blood for* 
fook his countenance, and, in a cold flill flream, 
mov'd heavily to his heart, which had fcarce ftrengrh 
enough left to return it through his veins. In fhort,. 
his body fo vilibly demonitrated the pangs" of hi* 
mind, that, to efcape obfervation, he retired to hin 
room, where he fullenly gave vent to fuch bitter ago* 
nies, that even the injured Heartfree, had not the ap- 
prehenfion of what his wife had fufFered, fhut every 
avenue of compaffion, would have pitied him. 

When his mind was thoroughly fatigued, and 
worn out with the horrors which the approaching fate 
of the poor wretch, who lay under a lentence whick 
he had iniquitoufly brought upon him, had fuggerted^ 
fleep promifed him relief; but this pi:oiaife'^^."Sk>'a.V2^^H^ 
H4 ^sfi»^ 
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delufivc. This ccltain friend to the tired body is of- 
ten the fevcreft enemy to the opprefled mind. So at 
leaft it proved to Wild, adding vifionarjr to real hor- 
Tora, and tormenting his imagmat;on with phantoms 
too dreadful to be defcribed. At length, ftarting 
.Ij^om theie viiions, he no fooner. reco\ er.*d his wftkkig 
icnfcs, than he cry *d out : " I may yet prevent thb 
.*' cataftrophe. It is not too late te dTfcover the 
•* whole." He then paufed a moment;. but grcatneis 
iftftantly returning to his aiiiftance, checked the baie 
.thought as it firfl offered itfelf to his mind. He then 
reafoned thus coolly with himfelf: *' Shall I> like a 
** child, or a woman, or one of thofe mean wretches, 
\^' whom I have always de^i&d> be frightened by 
^' dreams and vifionary phantoms, to fully that ho- 
*' nottr which I have fo difficultly acquired, and fo 
*' glorioufly maintained ! Shall I, to redeem the worth- 
•* kfs life of this iilly fellow, fuffer ray reputation to 
*' contrad a Hain, which the blood of millions cannot 
** wipe away ! Was it only that the few, the £mple 
" part of mankind, (hould call me a Rogue, perhaps 
;•' I could fubmit; but to be for ever contemptible to 
.•' the Prigs, as a wretch who wanted fpirit to exe- 
** cute my undertaking, can never be digefted. 
'' What is the life of a fingle man ? Have not whole 
*' armies and nations been facrificed to the honour 
** of Owe Grbat Man? Nay, to omit that firft 
** clafs of greatnefs, the conquerors of mankind, how 
*' often have numbers fallen by a fitlitious plot, only 
«* to fatisfy the fpleen, or perhaps exercife the inge- 
«« nuity of a member of that fecond order of great- 
** nefs, the Minifterial I What have I done then? 
(•« Why, I have ruined a family, and brought an in- 
•« noccnt man to the gallows. I ought rather to weep 
.^* with Alexander, that I have ruined no more, than 
*• tort-gret the little I have done." Heat length, 
therefore, bravely r;Tolved to coniign over Heartfree 
io his fate, though it coil him more ftruggling than 
fiiayeafily be be)ieved, utterly to conquer his reloA- 
ance, ana to banilh away ev^ry degree of humanity 
^oohiui kiiud^ tiieieiitde fparkd of which campofed 

6&fi 



•tiie laiiarorMr. Jonathan wilts, rsy 

oie of th'oie weakneffes^ which we lamented in the 
opening of dor hiftbjy. 

But J in vindication of bar hero, we mud beg leave 
lb obferve* that nature is feldom To kind as thbife 
tirritcrs. who draw characters abfolutely perfeft. She 
iUdom creates anyman. to completely greats or com- 
^fetely low,, bnt that fome fparks of humanity will 
glimmer in the former, and (bme fparks of what the 
vulgar call evil, will dart forth in the latter ; utterly 
tt> cxtingidllv which will give fome pain andunealineft 
tb both ;. for I apprehend, no mind was <?Ver yet 
ibrmed entirely free from blemifti,. unlefs, peradven- 
Hire, that o^ a fanftified hypocrite, whofe praifes 
feme well-fed llatterier hath gratefully thought propes 
tb iing forth.. 

G H A P. V. 

Containing luirious matterr. 

THE day was now come when poor Heartfreir 
was to fuffer an ignominious death. Friendlyc 
&ad, in the ftrongell manner, confirmed his aiTurance 
of fuliilline hispromife-, of becoming a father to one 
of his children, and a hufband to the other. This- 
jave him inexpreffible comfort, and he had, the even- 
tn^ before,, taken his laft leave of the little wretches, 
with a tendernefs which drew a tear from one of the 
licepers, joined to a magnanimity which would have 
pleafed a ftoic. When he was informed that the 
cbach, which Friendly had provided for him, was 
xeady, and that the reft of the prifoners were gone^ 
ic embraced that faithful friend with great paffion,' 
and begged that he would leave him here ; but the other 
dcfired leave to accompany him to his end ; which • 
'9X laft he was forced to comply with. And now he 
was proceeding towards the coach, when he found' 
his difficulties were not yet over j for now a friend- 
arrived, of whom he was to take a harder and more* 
tender leave than he had yet gone through. This- 
friend, reader, was no other than Mrs. Heartfree *» 
herfelf, who ran to him with a look all wild, ftaring„ 
and frantic, and,, having: reached IvUwm^, ^^Ivcvx.^^ 
H 5 -^^w^i 
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away in them without uttering a fingle fyUable* 
Heartfree wsls, with' great diffieutty^ able to preierve 
his own fenfes in fuch a furprize at fach a (eafbn. 
And indeed our ^ood-natured reader will be rather 
inclined to wifh this miferable couple had> by dying 
in each other*s arms> put a final period to their woes, 
than have -fiirvived to taile thofe bitter moments 
which were to be their portion^ and which the nn- 
iiappy wife, foon recovering from the ihort intermix 
fion of being, now began to fuSer. When fhe be« 
came £rft mi^efs of her voice, ihe borft forth into 
the following accenti^: *' O my hiifbandl^Is this 
** the condition in which I find you after our cruel 
*' feparation! Who hath , done this? Cruel heaven 1 
•^ What is the occafion ?• I know thou canil dt&rvc 
*' no ill. Tell me, fomebody who can ipeak, while 
** I have my fenfes left to uifederftand,— what is the 
♦* matter!" At which words feveral laughed, and 
one anfwered : *' The matter I Why no great matter. 
** —The gentleman is not the firft, nor won't be the 
** laft : the worft of the matter is, that if we are to 
*' Hay all the morning here, 1 (halllofe my dinn^h? 
Heartfree, pauiing a moment, and recoUeding him- 
felf, cry'd out : *' I will bear all with patience.** And 
then, addreffing himfelf to the commanding pfficer, . 
begged he might only have a few minutes by himfelf 
with his wife, whom he had not feen before, iincc his. 
misfortunes. The great, man anfwered: •' He had 
" compaflion on him, s^nd would do more than he! 
*' could anfwer; but he fuppofed he was too much a 
** gentleman not to know that fomething was due. 
** for fuch civility." On this hint. Friendly, who- 
was himfelf half dead, pulled five guineas out of his 
pocket ; which the great man took, aad faid,. he 
would be fo generous to give him ten minutes j on 
which one obferved^ that many a gentleman had 
bought ten minutes with a woman dearer, and many 
other facetious remarks were made, unnece/Tary to. 
be here related. Heartfree was now futfered to retire 
^ into a room with his wife, the commander informing 
him at his entrance, that he muft be expeditious, for 
that the reil of the good company would be at the. 
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tree before him^ and he fappofed he was a gentlemant 
t>f too much breediDg to make them wait. 

This tender wretched couple were now retired fbir 
diefe fi^w minutes> which the commander withoVit 
carefully meafnred with his watch; and Heartfree 
was muftering all his refolution to part with what his 
foul fo ardently doated on, and to conjure her to fup- 
port his lofs for the fake of her poor infants^ and to 
comfort her with the promife of Friendly on their ac- 
count; but allhis dcfign was fruflrated. Mrs. Heart- 
free could not fupport the fhock, but again fainted, 
away, and (6 entirely loft every fymptom of life; that 
.Heartfree called vehemently for afli&aace. Friendly 
niihed fi rft into the.room, and was foou followed by 
many others, and what was remarkable, one who- 
hsid unmoved beheld the tender fcene between thefe* 
parting lovers, was touched to the quick by the pale 
looks of the wbman> and ran up and down^ibr- water^. 
drops, &c. with the utmoft hurry andi canfuiioa* 
The ten minutes were expired, which the commander 
BOW hinted; and feeing nothing offered for the re- 
newal of the term (for indeed Friendly, had unhap- 
pily emptied his pockets) he began to grow very im- 
port unate^ and at laft told Heartfree, He Jhould br 
afl?amed not to oB more like a man, Heartfree begged 
his pardon, and faid, he would make him wait no 
longer.. Then, with the deepeft iigh cry'd: " O 
** my angel I" and embracing his wife with the ut- 
jWoft eagemefs, kiifed her pale lips with more fer- 
vency than ever bridegroom did the blufhing cheeka 
of his bride; he then cry'd: ** The Almighty 
'•* Blefs thee, and, if it be his pleafure, reftore thee 
** to life ; if not, I befeech him we may prefently 
'* meet ag*in in a better world than this." He wasb 
breaking &om her, when^ perceiving her fen fe re- 
turning, he could not forbear renewing: his embrace,, 
and agi.in preffino^ her lips, which now recovered life 
and warmth fo fall, that he begged* one ten minutes 
more to ^tell her what her fwooning had prevented 
her hearing. The worthy cemmander, being per- 
haps, a* little touched at this tender fcene, took. 
Ifcicndly afide^ andafked him what he woald ^W^ 
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if he would fuflfer his friend to remain half an hoar ? 
Fnendl}& anfweredy any thing; that he had no more 
mo^ey in his pocket, but he would certainly pay him 
that afternoon. Well then> I'll be moderate, had 
he,— Twenty guineas.— Friendly anfwered. It is a 
bargain. The commander, having exadted s firm 
promife, cry'd,— — Then I don't care if they ftay a 
whole hour together ; for what fignifies hiding good 
news ? ■ The gentleman is reprieved— j of 
which he had juft before received notice in a whiiper. 
It would be very impertinent to offer at a defcriptkm 
of the joy this occdioned to the two friends, of to 
Mrs. Heartfree, who was now again recovered. A 
furgeon who was happily prefent, was employed to 
bleed them all. After which the commander, who 
had his promife of the money again confirmed to him, 
wiihed Heartfree joy^ and, making him very friendly 
by the hands, cleared the room of all the company, 
juui left the three friends together. 

CHAP. VJ. 

In ivJhich the foregoing happy incident is accounted for* 
UT here, though I am convinced my good- 



B 



natured reader may almoft want the furgcon*s 

afliftance alfo, and that there is no pafTage in this 
whole ftory, which can afford him equal delight; 
yet, left our reprieve fhould fcem to refenible that in 
the Beggar's Opera, I ihall endeavour to (hew him, 
that this incident, which is undoubtedly true, is at 
leaft as natural as delightful; for, we afTure him, we 
would rather have ftiffered half mankind to be hanged, 
than have faved one contrary to the llridleft rules of 
writing and probability. ^ 

.■ Bb it known then (a circumftance which I think 
highly credible) that the great Fireblood had been, 
a few days before, taken in the fift of a robbery, 
and carried before the fame juftice of peace, who had 
on his evidence, committed Heartfree to prifon. 
This magiilrate, who did indeed no fmall honour to 
the commiilion he bore, duly coniidered the weighty 
charge committed to him, by which, he waa entnifted 

with 
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with decHbm zSkding the lires^ liberties, tnd pro- 
perties of his countrymen t he therefore examined al- 
ways with the utmoft diligence and caution into* 
every minttte eircnrnftance. And, as he had a good 
deal balanced even when he committed Heartfree, 
on the excellent chara^er given hkn by Friendly and 
the maid $ and, as he was much ftaggered on finding; 
that of the two perfons, on whofe evidence alone 
Heartfree had' bent committed, and had been iince con* 
videds one was in Newgate for a felony, and the 
other was now brought before him for a robbery, he 
thought proper to put the matter very home to Fire* 
blood at this time. The young Achates was taken>. 
as we have faid» in the faa ; ib that denial, he faw^ 
i0^as in vain. He, therefore, honefUy confb£fed what 
he knew mud be proved; and defired, on the merit 
of the difcoveries he m^de, to be admitted as an evi-» 
dence againft his accomplices. This afforded the 
happieil opportunity to the juftice, to fatisfy his coa- 
Icience in relation to Heartfree. He told Fireblood^ 
that, if he expeded the favours he folicited, it muft 
be 01) condition, that he revealed the whcKle trutli 
to him concerning the evidence which he had lately 
given againft a bankrupt, and Which fbme circam* 
fiances had induced a fufpicion of; that he might 
depend on it, the truth would be difcovered by other 
means, and gave fome oblique hints (a deceit en- 
tirely juftifiable) that Wild himfelf had offered foch 
a difcovery. The very mention of Wild's name im- 
mediately alarmed Fireblood, who did not in the 
leaft doubt the readinefs of that Great Man to 
hang any of the gang, when his own intereft feemed 
to require it. He therefore hefitated not a moment ; 
but, having obtained a promife from the jnfbice, that 
he fhould be accepted as an evidence, he difcovered. 
the whole falfhood, and declared that he had been ie« 
duced by Wild to deijaofe as he had done. 

The juftice having thus luckily and timely difco- 
vered this fcene of villainy, alias grcatnefs, loft not a 
moment in ufing his iitmoft endeavours to get the cafe 
of that unhappy convift reprefented to the fovereign ; 
who inunediately granted him (hat ^jtaiw^Mi^ x^'^tnsn^^ 
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which caufed fuch^appinefs to the perfons concerned; 
and which we hope, 'we have now accounted for to 
the fatisfJEidion of the reader. 

The good magiftrate having obtained this reprieve 
for Heartfree, thought it incumbent on him to viiit 
him in the prifon> and to found, if poffible, the depth 
of this aiFair^ that if he (hould appear 39 inaocent; 
as he now began to conceive him, he might uie all 
imaginable methods to obtain his pardon and enlarge* 
laentl ^ , ^ 

TH^ next day therefore, after that when the mifer- 
able icene above d^fcribed had pafled, he went ta 
Newgate, where he found thoie three perfons, namely 
Heartfree, his wife, and Friendly, fitting together. 
The juilice informed the prifouerof the confeflion of 
Firebfood, with the ileps which he had taken upon 
it. The reader will eafily conceive the many outward 
thanks as well as inward gratitude which he received 
from all three ; but thofe were of very little confe- 
quence to him, compared with the fecret fatisfa£Uoa 
he felt in his mind, from reBedting on the preferva- 
tion of innocence, as he ibon after w^ry clearly per- 
*€eived was the cafe. 

When he entered the room, Mrs. fleartfree was 
(peaking with fome eameftnefs ; as he perceived,, 
therefore, he had interrupted her, he begged Ihe 
would continue her difcoarle, which, if he prevented 
)by his prefence, he defired to depart ; but Heartfree 
would not fuifer it. He faid, (he had been relating 
fome adventures, which, ^perhaps,, might entertain 
him 'to hear, and which fhe the rather defired he would 
hear, as they might ferve to illuibr^te the foun4ation 
on which this falihood had been built, which had 
brought on her huiband all his misfortunes. 

Thk juitice very gladly confented, and Mrs. Heart- 
free,, at her huiband *s defire, began the relation from, 
the lirft renewal of Wild's acquaintance with him ; 
but, though this recapitulation was necelTary for the 
information of our good magiftrate, as it would be , 
ufelefs, and perhaps, tedious, to the reader, we (hall 
only repeat that part of her llory to which he is only 
» itra&gerjt begin aing with what happened to h^r after 

wnd 
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Wild had been turned adrift in the boat, by the c^ 
tain of the French privateer. 

CHAP. VU. 

Mrs. Heartfree relatrs her adventures* 

RS. Heartfree proceeded thus. ** The ven^ 
_ ** glance which the French captain exadbed on 
that villian (our hero) perfuaded me> that I wm 
fallen into the hands of a maftof honour and jui^ 
tice; nor indeed^ was it poflible for any per/on to 
be treated with more Te£pc6t and civility than I now 
was; but if this could not mitigate my forrows^ 
when I refle^ed oa the conditioa in which I had 
been betrayed to leave all that was dear tome, much 
lefs could it produce fuch an effiB£l> when I difcor 
vered, as I icon did, that I owed it chiefly to a 
paflion, which threatened me with great uneaflnei*, 
as it c^uickiy appeared to be very violent, and ati 
was abfolutely in the power of the peribn who p<^ 
felTed it, or was rather poflieflbd oy it. I inuft» 
however, do him the juftice to fay, my fears carried 
* my fufpicions farther than I afterwards found I had 
' any teafon to carry them: he did,, indeed, veiy 
' foon acquaint me with his paffion, and u£ed all thofe 
' ^ntie methods, which frequently fucceed with our 
' fex, to prevail with me to gratify it; but never once 
threatened, nor had the leaft recouxfe to force. He 
did not even once inflauate to me, that I was to- 
tally in his power, which Imyfelf fufficiently faw,. 
and whence I drew the moil dreadful apprehenfions, 
well knowing, that as there are fume difpofitions, 
fo brutal, that crueltyt adds a zefl and favour to 
their pleafures ; fo there are others whofe gentler 
inclinations are better gratified, when they win us 
by fofter methods to comply with their defires ; yet 
that even thefemay be often compelled by an un^ 
ruly paffion to have recour£e at hit to the means of 
violence, when they defpair of fuccefs from per- 
fuafion ; but I was happily the captive of a better 
man.. My conqueror was one of thofe over whom 
vice hath a limited juriidicUon^ and tho'hewas tc^ 
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" eafily preirdledon to fin, he was proof agdnftany 
** temptation to villainy. 

*' We had been two days almoft totally becalmed, 
" when a brilk Mfe riling, as we were in fight of 
'^ Dunkirk, we&wavefibl making fall fail towards 
'* us. The captain of the privateer was fo ibrong,. 
*' that he apprehended no danger but front a man of 
** war, which the failors diicemed this not to be. 
*' He therefore ftruck his colours, and furled his fails 
** as much as pofiible, in order to lie by and expeft. 
•' her, hoping ihe might be a prize.'* (Here Heart- 
free fmiling, his wife ttoppM and enquired the caufe. 
He told her, it was from her lifing the fea^tecms 6y 
aptly: She laughed, andanfwered, he would wotidev 
lefk at this, when he heard the long tiihe ihe had been, 
onboard: And then nroceeded;) " This vedel now 
*< came akng-fide of us^ and hailed us, having per- 
'< ceived that, on which we were aboatd, to be of 
♦* her owto country : they begged us not to put into 
^ Dunkirk, but to accompany them in their piarfdit 
*' of a large Englifh merchant-man, whothwefhould 
** eafily overtake, and both together as eafily con- 
'' quer. Out captain immediately cohfentbd to thi» 
** propbfition, and ordered all his fail to be crowded* 
*• This was moft unwelcome news to me; how-^ 
•* ever, he comforted me all he could, by affuring 
«* me, I had nothing to fear, that he would be fbfar 
** from offering the Teafl rudenefs to me himfelf, that 
♦' he would at the hazard of his life protedt me firom 
•* it. This afTurancc gav^ me all the confolatioh,. 
" which my prefent circiwnftances, and the dreadful 
•* apprchenfions I had on your dear account, would 
■«« admit." (At which words the tendereft glances- 
pafled on both fides between thehufhand and wife.) 

«' We failed near twelve hours,, when we came ia 
«* fight of the fti'yp we were in purfuit of, and which: 
** we ihould probably have foon come up with had 
*' riot a very thick mrGL raviftied her from our eyes- 
•* This mift continued feveral hours, and when it 
•* cleared up we difcovered our companion at a great 
«' diftance from us; but what gave lis (I mean the 
** captain and his crew) the grcateil aneafinefs, was 

" the 
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'* the /igkt of a very large fMp within a mile of as# 
*^ which prefently faluted us with a gun, and now 
'* appeared to be a third-rate Englifh man of war. 
'* Ottr captain declared the impoffibility of either 
•* fighting or efcaping, and accordingly flruck, with- 
^* otti waiting for the broadfide which was preparing 
*' for us, and which perhaps would have preventejl 
V me from the happinefs I now enjoy." This oeca-t^ 
iioned Heartfree to change colour, his wife there- 
fore pafs'd'haftily to circumilances of a more fmil- 
ing complexion. 

" Igrsatlv rejoiced at this event, as I thought 
*' it would not only reftore me to the fafe poflcifion of 
** my jewels, but to what I value beyond all the trea- 
** furc in the univerfe. My expeftation, hbweyer, 
«* of both thefe was fomewhat croft for the preftnt : 
f * As to the former, I was told* they ihould be care- 
•* fully preferved ; but that I muft prove niy right 
«« to them before I couldexped their reftoration; 
«* which, if I miftake not, the captain did not very 
«* eagerly defire I ihould be able to accomplifti : And 
<< as to the latter, I was acquainted, that I (hould 
** be put on board the firft ihip, which they met on 
** her way to England ; but that they were proceed^ 
«« ing to the Weft-Indies. 

** 1 HAD not been long on board the man of war, 
'* before I difcovcred juft reafon rather to lament 
'* than rejoice at the exchange of my captivity (for 
'* fuch I concluded my prefent fituation to be.) I had 
'* now another lover m the captain of this Englifh- 
'< man, and much rougher and lefs gallant than the 
** Frenchman had been. He ufed me with feared 
** common civility, as indeed he fhewed very little 
*' to any other pcrfon, treating his officers little bettet 
•* than a man of no great good-breeding would exert 
** to his meaneft fervant, and that too on fome very ir- 
** ritating provocation. As for me, he addrefl'ed me 
'* with the infolepce of a bafha to a Circaffian flavei 
** he talked to rue 'vith the loofe licence in which thfe 
** mott pro/:igat<' 1 h?rtjne coft v^rfe with harlots, and 
•* which wor.i';n abana ned rnly in a moderate dcf- 
** gree dete.t ^<i abion Hcofteuki&4Tafcwx!B.N«i 
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'* rude familiarity^ and one day attempted further 
'* brutality, when a gentleman on board, and who 
** was in my iituation, that is, had been taken by a 
•• privateer and was retaken, jrefcued nje from his 
" hands ; for which the captain confined him, tho' 
"he was not under his command, two day in irons ; 
*' when he was releafed (for i was not fuffered to vifit 
" him in his confinement) I went to him and thanked 
** him with the utmoft acknowledgment, for what he 
*« had done and fuffered on my account. The gentle- 
**. man behaved to me in the handfomeft manner on 
•* this occafion ; told me, he was afhamcd of the high 
•' fenfe I feemed to entertain of fo fmall an obligation, 
^* of an adion to which his duty as a chriftian, and 
'* his honour as a man, obliged him. From this 
*' time I lived in great familiarity with this man, 
** whom I regarded as my protedlor, which he pro-i 
*' fefTed himielf ready to be on all occafions, expref- 
'/ fing the utmoft abhorrence of the captain's brutality, 
*' efpecially that fhewn towards me, and the tender- 
" nefs of a parent for the prefervation of my virtue, 
" for which I was not myfelf more folicitous than he 
** appeared. He was indeed^ the only man I had 
•* hitherto met, fince my unhappy departure, who- 
** did not endeavour by all his looks, words, and 
'* adlions, to afTure mef, he had a liking tQ my un- 
** fortunate perfon. The reft feeming deiirous of fa- 
/* crifidng the little beauty they complimented, to 
." their deiires, without the leaft confideration of the 
" ruin, which I earneftly reprefented to them, they 
'* were attempting to bring on me and oa my future 
•* repofe. 

*' I NOW pafTed feveral days pretty free from the 
•* captain's moleftation, till one fatal night :** Here 
perceiving Heartfree grew pale, fhe comforted him 
by an aiTurance, that heaven had preferved her chafti- 
ty, and again had reftored her unfullied to his arms. 
She continued thus: " Perhaps, I gave it a wrong 
^' epithet in the word fatal ; but^ a wretched night, 
<* X am fnre I may call it, for no woman, who came 
•* off vidorlous, was, I believe, ever in greater dan- 
.^* get. Que night, I tuy^ having drank his ipifits 
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," high with jponch^ in company with the purfer, who 
*< was the only man in the (hip he admitted to his 
*' table, the captain fent for me into his cabin ; whi- 
** ther, tho* unwilling, I was obliged to go. Wc 
** were no fooner alone together, than he feized me 
'* by the hand, and after 'affronting my ears with 
•* difcourfe which I am unable to repeat, he fwore a 
" great oath,, that his pailion was to be dallied with 
•* no longer, that I muft not exped to treat him in 
•* the manner, to which a fet of blockhead land-men 
*« fabmitted. None of your coquet airs,, therefore 
" with me madam, faid he, for I am refolved to 
*• have you this night. No struggling nor fqiiawl- 
•» ing, for both will be impertinent. The firft man 
•* who offers to come in here, I will have his (kin 
•* flea'd off at the gangway. He then attempted to 
*• pull me violently towards his bed. I threw myfelf 
'* on my knees, and with tears and intreaties be- 
*' fought his compaffion ; but this was, 1 found, to 
** no purpofe : I then had recourfe to threats^ and 
•' endeavoured to frighten him with the confequence ; 
•* but neither had this, tho' it feemed to ftagger him 
*' more than the other method, fufiicient force to 
*' deliver me. At laft, a flratagem came into my 
'* head, of which my perceivingTiim reel, gave me 
'* the firft hint. I intreated a moment's reprieve only, 
*' when, colledling all the fpirits I could muftcr, I 
** put on a conftrained air of gaiety, and told him 
* * with an affeded laugh, he was the rougheft lover 
" I had ever met with, and that I believed I was the 
** BtA woman he had ever paid his addreffes to. jid* 
** dreffes^ faid he, d nyour addrejfes^ Inuantto un» 
*' dre/syou. I then begged him to let us drink fom^ 
** punch together ; for that I loved a cann as well as 
'* himfelf, and never would grant the favour to any 
** man till I had drank a hearty glafs with him. O, 
^' faid he, if that be all, you ihalL have punch enough 
•* todrownyourfelf in. Ac which words he rung the 
** bell, and ordered in a gallon of that liquor. Iwa3 
** in the mean time obliged to fuffer his naufeous 
•• kiffes, and fome rudeneffes which I had great dif- 
/« ficulty to rcftrain within moderate bo^xA^% ^\v^> 
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'* the pimch came in, he took up the bowl anddiini^ 
"my health oftentatioufly, in fuch a quantity, that 
"it confiderably advanced my fcheme. I followed 
*' him with bumpers, as faft as pofHble, and was toy- 
s' fclf obliged to drink fo much, that at another time 
*' it would have ftaggered my own reafon, but atpre- 
*' fent it did not affedl me. At length, perceiving 
*' him very far gone, I watched an opportunity, 
*' and ran out of the cabin^ refolving to feck protec- 
*' tion of the fea, if I could find ho other : buthea- 
*• ven was now gracioufly pleafed to relieve me ; for 
** in his attempt to purfue me, he reeled backward s> 
•* and falling down the cabbin ftairs, he diflocated 
** his fhoulder, and fo bruifed himfelf, that I was not 
•* only preferved that night from any danger of my 
•' intended ravifher ; but the accident threw him into 
•' a fever, which endangered his life, and whether 
'* he ever recovered or no, I am not certain ; for> 
'* during his delirious fits, the eldeft lieutenant conl- 
" manded the (hip. This was a virtuous and a 
" brave fellow, who had been twenty-five yean in 
*' that poll without being able to obtain a fhip, and 
" had feen fevcral boys, the baftards of noblemen, 
** put over his head. One day, while the ihip re- 
•' mairied under his command, an Engliih veflel 
** bound to Corke, paffed by ; myfelf and my friend^ 
** who had formerly lain two days in irons on my 
*' account, went on board this fhip, with the leave 
** of the good lieutenant, jvho made us fuch prefents 
*' as he was able of provifions, and congratulating 
V me on my delivery from a danger to which none 
** of the lhip*s crew had been ilrangers^ he ki&dly 
*' wifhed us both a fafe voyage." 

CHAP. viir. 

In which Mrs Heactfree continues the relation of her 

ad'ventures, 

«* ^TT^HEfirft evening after we Were aboard this. 

** Jt vefTel, which was a brigantine, we being 

*' then at no very great dift.iUcc from the Madeiras,, 

/' the moft violent Sorm arofe ftottt the acrrth-Wcft, ia 
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"which we prefently lofl both ouf mafta ; and indeed 
death now prefented itfelf as inevitable to us — —I 
need not tell my Toipmy what were then my 
thoughts.. Our danger was fo great, that the cap^ 
tain of th^ihip, a profeiled auieiit, betook him* 
felf to prayers, and the whole crew, abandoning 
themfetve^ for Ipft, fell with the otmoft eagerneA 
to the emptying a caik of brandy^ not one £op of 
which, diey fwore, fhould be polluted with fait 
water. I obferved here« my old friend difplayed 
lefs courage than I expected from him. He feem* 
ed entirely fwallowed up in defpair. But, heaven 
be praifed ! we were all at lail preferved. Th« 
Aorm, after above eleven hours continuance, be» 
gan to ^bate, and by degrees entirely ceafed; but 
left us ftill rolling at the mercy of the waves, which 
carried us at their own pleafure to the fouth-feall, 
a vaft number of leagues. Our crew were all dead 
drunk with the brandy which they had taken fuch 
care to preferve from the fea ; but, indeed, had 
they been awake, their labour would have been of ' 
very little fervice, as we had loll all our rieging ; 
oui brigantine being reduced to anakedhuJK ouly. 
In this condition we floated above thirty hours, till 
in the midft of a very dark night we fpied ;x light 
which feeming to approach us, grew fo large, that 
our failors concluded it- to be the lanthorn of a 
man of war ; but when we were cheering ourfelvei 
with the hopes of our deliverance from this wretch.* 
ed fituation, on a fudden, to our great concern, the 
light entirely difappearcd, and left us in a defpair, 
increafed by the remembrance of thofe pleafing 
imaginations with which we had entertained our 
minds during its appearance. The refl of the 
night we paf^d in melancholy conjeAures on the 
li^ht which had deferted us, which the major part, 
ot the lailors concluded to be a meteor. In this 
diHrefs we had one comfort, which was a plentiful 
flore of provifion : this fo fupportcd the ipirits of 
the ^lors, that they declared, had they but a 
fufficient quantity of brandy, they cared not whe* 
thcf they ikw Udd for a month ^o ^\xy^\ \^>3^ ^t^* 
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*' deedy We were much nearer it than we imagined, 
** as we perceived at break of day : one of the moft 
•* knowing of the. crew declared we were near the 

' •« continent of Africa ; but when we were within 
«* three leagues of it, a fecond violent ftonn aroic 
** from the north, fo that we again gave over all hopes 
'* of fafety. This florm was not quite fo outrageous 
** as the former, but of much longer continuance, 
*' ^for it lafted near three days ; and drove us an im- 
«' menfe number of leagues to the fouth. We were 
«' within a league of the Ihore, expe^ing every mo- 
«* ment our Ihip to be dalhcd to-pieces, when the 
** tempeft ceafed all on a fudden ; but the waves Hill 
** continued to roll like mountains, and before the 
<« fea recovered its calm motion, our (hip was thrown 
** fo near the land, that the captain ordered out his 
** boat, declaring he had fcarce any hopes of faving . 
•« her; and indeed we had not quitted her many 
<* minutes, before we faw thejuftice ofhisap^re- 
** henfions ; for (he ilruck againft a rock, and im- 
«* mediately funk. The behaviour of the failors on 
«* this occaiion very much afFedled me, they beheld 
«* their fhip perilh with the tendernefs of a lover or 
«* a parent, they fpoke of her as the fondeft hufband 
•* would of his wife ; and many of them, who feemed 

' *• to have no tears in their compofition, ihed them 
** plentifully at her finking. The captain himfelf 
** cried out, ^o thy ivay, charming Molly, the fea 
•* never devoured a lovelier mor/eL If I have fifty 
•« vejfels, I Jhall never love another like thee. Poor 
** flut ! I Jhall remember thee to my dying <^tf;?.— Well, 
•< the boat now conveyed us all fafe to (hore, where 
V we landed with very little difficulty. It was now 
** about noon, and the rays of the fun which de- 
«• fccnded almofl perpendicular on our heads, were ex- 
• * tremely hot an d troublefomc. However, we travelled 
** through this extreme heal about five miles over a 
** plain. This brought us to a vaft wood, which ex- 
••* tended itfeif as f^r as we could fee both to the 
*^ right and left, and feemed to me to put an en- 
*' tire end to our progrefs. Here we decreed to reft 
*' and dint on the proviHoii WVotK :f<« had. brought , 
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^ from the fhip, of which we had fufficient for verjr 
*< few meals ; our boat being fo overloaded with peo- 
** pie, that we had very little room for luggage of 
<< any^ kind. Oar repaft was fait pork broiled, which 
*< the keen nefs of hunger made fo delicious to my 
•• companions, that they fed very heartily upon it. 
'< As for myfelf, the fatigue of my body, and the 
*^ vexation of my mind, had fo thoroughly weakened 
** me, that I was almoil entirely deprived of appetite ; 
«* and the utmoft dexterity of the moft accomplifhed 
^* French cook would have be^h inefFeAual, had he 
«« endeavouredtotemptme with delicacies. I thought 
*« myielf very little a gainer by my late efcape from 
•« the tempeft, by which I feemed only to h^e ex- 
** changed the element in which I was prefently to 
*« die. When our company had fufficiently, and in- 
*' deed very plentifully, feafted therafelves, they re- 
•« folved to enter the wood, and endeavour to pafs 
f * it, in expeftation of finding fomc inhabitants, at 
*' leaft fome provifion. We proceeded therefore in 
•' the following order ; one maa in the front with a 
«• hatchet to clear our way, and two others followed 
«* him with guns to prote^l the reft from wild beads ; 
** then walked the reft of our company, and laft of all 
** the captain himfelf, being armed like Wife, with a 
•' gqn to defend us from any attack behind, in the 
*' rear, I think you call it. And thus our whole 
•* company, being fourteen in number, travelled on 
** till night overtook us, without feeing any thing un- 
** lefs a tew birds, and fome very iniignificant animals. 
•« We reited all night under the covert of fome trees, 
•* and indeed we very little wanted ihelter at that 
** ieaibn, the heat in the day being the only incle- 
** mency we had to combat with in this climate. I 
** cannot help telling you, my old friend lay ftill 
'* neareft to me on the ground, and declared he would 
** be my proteAor ihould any of the failors offer rude- 
'* nefs ; but I can acquit them of any fuch attempt ; 
f ' nor was I ever affronted by any one, more than 
" with a coarfe expreffion, proceeding rather from the 
** roughnefs alid ignorance of their education, thaa 
** ijTomany abandoned priftciple o& w^xiX oi Vo^tcw-^^^x^ ^ 
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** Wb bad now proceeded a very littlp' way. on our 
*' next day's marcb> when one of the failora having 
«' (kipt nimbly up a hiU« with tbfi affiftance of afpeak- 
«' ing-triunpet informed u$, that.be faw a town a. very 
*' little way off*. This news Ca comforted me» and 
*< gave me fuch ilrength» as well as fpiri(s, tiiar> 
'' with the help of my old friend* and another^ who 
<* fuffered me to lean on thcop* 1, with nmdi diffi*> 
*^ culty* attjiined the fummit; but was fo abfolmely 
" overcome in cUmbiqg it, that I had no longer.foffi- 
*< dent llrength to fupport my tottering limfc«» and 
*' was obliged to lay myfel/ again cm the grpond ; 
*' nor could they prevail on me to.anderukedefcfvid- 
*' ing through a very thick wood into a plain» at. the 
•« end of which indeed appeared fome houfps or. ra- 
'' ther huts ; but at a much greater difonce than 
«' the failor had aiTured us. The little way, as he 
** had called it, feemiog to me full twenty xxiiles^ nor 
y was it I believe, much lefs. 

CHAP. IX. 

Containing incidents very /urfrizing. 

9c ^nr->HE captain declared, lie would, withont de* 
'* JL l*y> proceed to the town before him ; in 
*« which reiblution he was feconded by all theiOrew ; 
** but when I could not be perfuaded, nor wa^ 1 able 
«* to travel any further before I had refted myifelf, 
'' my old friend protefted he would not leave me, but 
'< would ftay behind as my guard; and, when I had 
*' refreihcd myfelf with a little repo£e, he would at- 
** tend me to the towD, which the captain promifed 
♦' he would not leave, before he had^iecn us. 

*' They were no fooner departed than (having firft 
•* thanked my proteAor for his care of me.) I reiign- 
** ed myfelf to ileep, which immediately clofed my 
«* eyelids, and would probably have detained me 
<< very l6ng in his gentle dominion, had I not- been 
** awaked with a fqueeze by the hand by my guard ; 
<• which I at iirft thought intended to alarm me with 
** the danger of fome wild beaft ; but I foon perceiv- 
** 'editarofe from afofter motive^ and^at a gee tie 
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'* fwain was the only wild beaft I had to apprehend. 

*' He began now to difclofe his paflion ii> the ftrongeft 

'' manner imaginable, indeed with a warmth rather 

** beyond that of both my former lovers ; but as yet 

'* without any attempt of abfolute force. On my ' 

*' fide remonftrances were made in more titter ex- 

«* clamations and revilings than I had ufed to any, 

«* that villain Wild excepted. I told him, he was 

** the bafeft and moil treacherous wretch alive ; that 

'< his having cloaked his iniquitous defigns under the 

** Appearance' of virtue and friendfhip, added an in- 

*' enable degree of horror to them ; that I detefted 

** him of all mankind the moil, aiid, could I be 

^* brought to yield to proftitution, he ihould be the 

** lafl to enjoy the ruins of my honour. He fuifered 

*' himfelf not to be provoked by this language, but 

•' only changed his method o( folicitation from flat-^ 

** tery to bribery. He unript the lining of his waift- 

«* coat, and pulling forth feveral jewels ; thefe, he faid, 

*' he had preferved from infinite danger to the happieft 

** piirpofe, if I could be won by them. I rejedled 

«« ihem often with the utmoil indignation, till at lafl 

** cafting my eye, rather by accidenl than d^iiga 

<' on a diamond necklace, a thought, like lightning, 

*« fhot through my mind, and, in an inllant, I re* 

** membered, that this was the very necklace you had 

. «* fold the curfed Count, the caufe of all my mibfbr- 

*' tunes. The confufion of ideas, into which this 

** furprize hurried me, prevented my refledting on 

^ •* the villam who then flood before me : but the iirfl 

<« recolledlion prefently told me, it could be no other 

*' than the Count himfelf, the wicked tool of Wild's 

*' barbarity,; 'pood heavens I what was then my con- 

\* dition! H^w fhall lUefqribe tW tumultof paifions 

" which then laboured in |iy b^gail ! However, as I 

«* was happily unknown tc?hi^i the lead fufpicion 

«' cui his fide was altoggJEh^i^feipofrible. He imputed, 

** tl^refore^, the eagerticfs \\^h which I gazed on the 

*' jewels, to a very wrong caufe, and endeavoured 

*' to put as muchjljidditional foftnefs into his counts. 

*' nance astfe was able. My fears were a little c\ultit^^ 

** and I was relblved to be very lvbet?A. oi ^tqtcC\^^%^ 

Vol, V. \ I ^* ^^^ 
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** and fiopcd fo thoroughly to perfuade him of roy 
" venality, that he might, without any doubt, be 
'.' drawn in to wait the captain and crew's return, 
" who would, I was very certain, not only preferve 
*' me from his violence, but fecure the reftoration of 
" what you had been fo cruelly robbed of. But, aks! 
** I wasmillaken." Mrs. Heartfree again perceiving 
fymptoms of the utmoft difquietude in her hufband's 
*' countenance, cry'd out: "My dear, don't you 
*' apprehend any harm. — But, to deliver you as foon 
*' as poffible from your anxiety. — When he perceived 
*' I declined the warmth of his r.ddrefles, he begged 
*' me to confider; he changed at once his voice and 
*' features, and, in a very different tone from 
" what he had hitherto affeded, he fwore I Ihould 
*' not deceive him as I had the captain ; that fdrtune 
" had kindly thrown an opportunity in his way,' 
*' which he was refolved not foolifhiy to lofe ; and 
** concluded with a violent oath, that he was deter- 
** mined to enjoy me that moment; and^ therefore, I 
** knew the confequence of refiilance. He dien caught 
" me in his arms, and began fuch rude attempts,- 
** that I fcreamed out with all the force I could, tho* 
*' I had fo little hopes of being refcued, when there 
•' fuddenly rufhed forth from a thicket, a creature, 
*' which, at its iirft appearance, and in the hurry oi 
*' fpirits I then was, I did not take for a- man ; but 
** indeed had he been the fierceft of wild beaks, I 
** fhould have rejoiced at his. devouring us both. I 
*' fcarce perceived he had a mufket in his hand, 
*' before he llruck my raviflier fuch a blew with it, 
*' that he felled him at my feet. He then advanced 
*' with a gentle air towards me, and told me in French, 
*' he was extremely glad he had been luckily prefent 
•* to my affiltance. lie was naked, exceptiiis middle 
«* and his feet, if I can call a body fo whichwat 
*^ covered with hair almoft equal to any beaft what- 
•* ever. Indeed his app^rance was fo horrid in my 
*' eyes, that the friendihip he had fhewn me, as-jvell 
<* as his courteous behaviour, could not entirely re- 
*^ move the dread I had conceived from his figure. 
-^^ / fcelieve he faw UiU very Niiibly \ for he begged me 
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** not to be frightened, fmce, whatever accidedt had 
*• brought me thither, I fhould have reafon- to thank 
'* heaven for meeting him, at whofa hands I might 
*' a/Ture myfelf of the utmoft civility and protedlion. 
** In the midft of all this confternation, t had fpirits 
*' enough to take up the caiket of jewels, which the 
** villain, in falling, had dropt out of Mb hands, and 
** conveyed it into my pocket. My deliverer telling 
«* me, that I feemed extremely weak and faint^ 
** defired me to refrefh myfelf at his little hut, which, 
**.he faid, was hard by. If his demeanour had been 
** lefs kind and obliging, my defperate fitaation muft 
** have lent me con'fidence ; for fure the alt?rnative 
•* could not be doubtful, whether I fhould rather trufl 
** this man, who, notwithftanding his favage outfide, 
** exprefled fo much devotion to ferve me, which at 
*• leaft I was not certain of the falfliood of, or fliould 
** abide with one whom I fo per.'edly well knew to 
'* be an accompli(hed villain. I, therefore, commit- 
" ted myfelf to his guidance, though with tears ia 
*« my eyes, and begged him to have compaluon on 
*' my innocence, which was abfolutely in his power. 
•* He faid, the treatment he had been witnefs T)f) 
** which, he fuppofed, was from one who had bro^ 
** ken his truft towards me, fuificiently jnftified my 
** fufpicion; but begged me to dry my eyes, and he 
" would foon convince me, that I was with a man of 
«* different fentiments. The kind accents which ac- 
»' companied thefc words, gave me fome comfort^ 
** which was affifted by the re-poflellion of ourjeweU 
** by an accident, fo ftrongly favouring of the difpo* 
«' fition of Providence in my favour. 

•* We left the villain weltering in his blood, tho* 
** beginning to recover a little motion, and walked 
*' together to his hut, or rather cave ; for it was un- 
*' der ground, on the fide of a hill ; the fituation 
** was very pleafant, and, from its mouth, we over- 
'* looked a large plain, and the town I had before 
** feen. As foon as I entered it, he defired me to 
** fit down on a bench of earth, which ferved him 
5* for chairs, and then laid before me fome f\:vik"?»A^* 
*' wild fyrodu^ofthut country, qivq ot Vwo qI v<Vv:i\sL 
I z - *•' "is^^ 
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** had an excellent flavour. He likewife produced . 
" fome baked fleih, a little refembling that of veni- 
'* fon. He then brought forth a bottle pf brandy, 
** which » he faid, had remained with him ever iince 
*' his fettling there, now above thirty years ; during 
'* all which time he had never opened it, his only 
«* liquor being water; that he had referved this 
•* bottle as a cordial in iicknefs ; but, he thanked 
'f heaven, he had never yet had occafion for it. He 
*^ then acquainted me he that was a hermit, that 
^' he had been formerly call away on that coafl, with 
** his wife, whom he dearly loved, but could not 
** preferve from perifhing; on which account he had 
•* refolved never to return to France, which was his 
** native country, but to devote himfelf to prayer, 
'' and a holy life, placing all his hopes in the ble/Ted* 
'* expectation of meeting that dear woman again in 
*' heaven, where he was convinced, fhe was now* 
** a faint, and an interceder for him. He faid, he 
** had exchanged a watch with |he king of that coun- 
•* try, whom he defcribed to be a very juft and good 
*' man, for a gun, fome powder, fliot, and ball ; • 
*• with which he fometimes provided himfelf food, 
*' but more generally uied it in defending himfelf 
** againft wild beafts; fo that his diet was chiefly of 
** the vegetable kind. He told me many more cir- 
** cumllances, which I may relate to you hereafter: 
** but to be as concife as poffible at prefent, he at 
*' length greatly comforted me, by promifing to con- 
*' dud me to a fea-port, where I might have an op- 
** portunity to meet with fome veflels trafficking for 
** flaves ; and whence I might once more commit 
** myfelf to that element, which though I had already 
** fuiFered fo much on it, I muft again trufl:, to put 
*' me in pofleflion of all J loved. , 

*' The charafter he gave me of the inhabitants of 
** the town we faw below us, and of their king,' 
<* made me ^cfirous of being conduded thither ; 
• * efpecially as I very much wifhed to fee the captain 
'* aftd failors, who had behaved very kifdly to me, 
'^ and with whom, not withHanding all the civil beha- 
f* viour of the hermitj I was rather cafier in my 
6 *^ wdA» 
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•* mind, than alone with this fmgle man; but he 
«' difluaded me greatly from attempting fuch a walk, 
'* till I had recruited my fpirits and reft, defiring 
•* me to repoie myfelf on his couch or bank, faying, 
** that he-himfelf would retire without the cave, 
*' where he would remain as my guard. I accepted 
^' this kind propofal ; but it was long before I could 
" procure any fl umber : however, at length, weari- 
•* nefs prevailed over my fears, and I enjoyed feve- 
** ral hours fleep. When I awaked, I found my 
** faithful centinel on his poft, and ready at my fum- 
V mons. This behaviour infufed fome' confidence 
*' in me, and I now repeated my requeft, that he 
'* would go with me to the town below ; but he an- 
*f fwered, it would be better advifed to take fpme 
•* repaft before "I undertook the journey, which I 
** fhould find much longer than it appeared. I con- 
*5 fented, and he fet forth a greater variety of fruits 
* f than before, of which I eat very plentifully : my 
** collation being ended, I renewed the mention of , 
*• my walk ; but he ftill perfifted in difTuading me, 
** telling me, that I was not yet ftrong enough ; that 
•• I eould repofe myfelf no where with greater fafe i. 
•« ty, than in' his cave ; and that, for his part, he 
•* could have no greater happinefs than that of at- 
*i tending me; adding, with a figh, it was a hap- 
«* pinefs he fliould envy any other, more than all the 
«* gifts of fortune. You may imagine, I began now 
^^ ta entertain fnfpicions; but hejjrefently removed 
«* all doubt, by throwing himfelf at my feet, and ex- 
'* preffingthe warmeftpafiion for me. I ihould have 
'' now funk with defpair^ had he not accompanied 
«' thefe profeffions with the moft vehement protefta- 
<* lions, that he would never offer me any other 
*' force but that of*entreaty, and that he would ra-^ 
*' ther die the moft cruel death by my coldncfs, thaiv 
** gain the higheft blefs by becoming the occafton of ' 
•• a tear of forrpw to thefe bright eyes, which, he. 
*' faid, were ftars, under whofe benign influence a- 
** lone he could enjoy, or indeed fufter life." She 
was repeating many more compliments he made Kec, 
when a horrid uproar, which siatmtd. ^'fe >w\^c5vs5l 
1 1 Qvax^ 
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Gate, put a ftop to her narration atprefent. It isimpof 
fible for me to give the reader a better idea of th> 
noife which now arofe, than by deiiring him to ima- 
gine I had the hundred tongues the poet once wilhed 
for, and was vociferating from them all at once, by 
jiollowing, fcolding, crying, fwearing, bellowing, and 
in Hiort, by every different articulation which is with- 
in the fcope of the human organ. 



B 



CHAP. X. 

A horrible uproar in the Gate. 

U T however great an idea the reader may hcnct 
conceive of this uproar, he will think t£e oc- 
cafion more than adequate to it, when he is inform- 
ed, that our hero, (1 bluih to name it) had difcoverei 
an injury done to his honour, and that in the ten- 
dcrefl point.-— In a word, reader, (for thou muft know 
it, tho' it give thee the gretteft Jiorror imaginable) 
he had caught Fireblood in the arms of his Vyrt\f 
LsDCitia. 

As the generous bull, who having long depaflared 
among a number of cows, and thence contradled an 
opinion that thefe cOws are all his own property, if 
he beholds another bull beflride a cow within his 
walks, he roars aloud^ and threatens iaAant vefige<» 
ance with his horns, till the whole parifli are 
alarmed with his bellowing : not with kfs -noife, nor 
lefs dreadful menaces did the fury of Wild bnrft 
forth, and terrify the whole Gate. Long time did 
rage render his voice inarticulate to the hearer ; as 
when, at a vifiting day, fifteen or fixteen, or perhaps 
twice as many females of delicate but fhrill pipes» 
jejatulate ^11 at once on different fubje^s, all is found 
/)nly, the harmony entirely melpdious indeed, but 
conveys no idea to our ears : but at length, when rea- 
fbn began to get the better of his paHion, which lat*. 
ter being deferted by his breath, began a little to re- 
treat, th^ following accents leapt over the hedge of 
his teeth, or rather the ditch of his gums, whence 
thofe hedgeilakes had long fmce by a patten been dii^ 
pJaced in battle with an aiaa'ijAiioiJDnrj* 



The LIFE ofMr. JONATHAN WILD, iy? 

• *' — Man of honour! doth this become a friend? 
Could I have expefted fiich a breach of all the laws 
of honour from thee, whom I had taught to walk 
in its paths ? Hadft thou chofen any other way to 
injure my confidence, I could have forgiven it ; 
but this is aftab in the tendered part, a wound ne- 
ver to be healed, an injury never to be repaired : 
for it is not only the lofs of an agreeable com- 
panion, of the alFeftion of a v/ife, dearer to my 
foul than life itfelf, it is not this lofs alone I la- 
ment : this lofs is accompanied with di/grac^, and 
with diihonour. The blood of the Wilds, Which 
hath run with fuch uninterrupted purity through 
fo ifiany generations, this blood is fouled, is conta- 
minated : Hence flow my tears, hence arifes my 
grief. This is the iftjury never to be redre/Ted, ndr 
ever to be with honour forgiveis My — in a band- 
box, anfwered Fireblood, here is a noife about your 
honour: If the mifchief done to your blood be all 
you complain of, I am fure you complain of no- 
thing ; for my blood is as good as your's. You have 
no conception, replied Wild, of the tendernefs of 
honour ; you know not how nice and delicate it is 
in both fexes ; fo delicate, that the Icalt breath of 
air which rudely blows on it, delhoys it. 1 will 
prove from your own words, fays Fireblood, 1 hav^ 
not wronged your honour. Have you not often told 
me, that the honour of a man confifled in receiv- 
ing no affront from his own fex, and that of a wo- 
man in receiving no kindnefs from ours. Now, 
Sir, if I have given you no affront, how have I 
injured your honour ? But doth not every thing, 
cried Wild, of the wife belong to the hufband f 
A m?rried man therefore hath his wife's honour as^ 
well as his own, and byinjuringher'syouinjurchis^ 
How cruelly you have hurt me in this tender part, 
1 need not repeat ; the whole Gate knows it, and 
the world fhall. I will apply to Doftors Com- 
mons for my redrefs agrinft her, I will (hake off as 
much of my diihonour as I can by parting with 
her; and as for you, expeft to \\^^ <^^ -ov^ ^^ 
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*• Weftminftcr-hail ; the modern method of repair- 
** ing thefe breaches, and of refenting this afiront. 
•* D — n your eyes, cried Fire blood, I fear you not, 
*' nor do I believe a word you fay. Nay, if you aiFront 
*' me perfotially, fays Wild, another fort of refent- 
" ment is prefcribed. At which word, advancing 
*' to Firebiood, he prefented him with a box on the 
'* ear, which the youth immediately returned, and 
•' now our hero and his friend fell to boxing, tho* 
*« with fome difficulty, both being incumbered with 
*' the chains wliich they wore between their legs ; A 
** few blows paiTed on both fides, before the gentle- 
•• men, who ftood by, ftept in and parted the comba- 
*' tants ; and now both parties having whiiper'd each 
*• other, that, if they out-lived the enfuing feffions 
•' and efcaped the tree, the one ihould give, and the 
*' other ihould receive fatisfa^on in fingle coynbat, 
«' they feparated, and the Gate fooa recovered its 
•♦ former tranquillity." 

Mr ST Heartfr^e was then defired, by the jufticc 
andher huibandh^th, to conclude her ftory^ which 
fte did in the words of the next chapter. 

CHAP. XL 
Ti^e <oncJufion of Mrs, Heartfree^s adnjentura* 

^* TF I miftake not, I was interrupted juft as I was be- 
■' X giiinJng to repeat feme of the coinpliments jnade 
" me by the hermit. — Juft as you had finifhed them, 
** I believe, madam, faid thejuftice. Very well. Sir, 
•* faid Ihe, I am fure I have no pkafure in the repe- 
•' titioii. He concluded then with telling me, though 
** I was, in his eyes, the moft charming womait in 
** the world, and might tempt a faint to abandon the 
*' ways of holinefs, yet my beauty infpired him with 
*' a much tenderer affeftion towards me, than to 
*' purchafe any fatisfadion of his own defires with 
«* my mifery ; if therefore I could be fo cruel to him, 
*' to rejed his honeft and fincere addrefs, nor could 
'* fubmit to a folitary life with one, who would en- 
'* deavour, by all poifible means, to make me happy, 
*' I had no force to dread ; for thajt I was as much at 
*'' my liberty as if I was-itv Vi^ixv^e, 01 ^x^^-axwd, oc 
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" any other free .country. I repulfed him with the ., 
'^ fame civility with which he advanced ; and told. 
** him, that as he profefled great regard to religion, 
** I waa convinced he would ceafe from all farther 
'* folicitation, when I informed him, that if I had no^ 
** other objedlion, my own innocence would not admit 
"of my hearing him on this fubjeft, for that I was 
•* married. — He ftarted a little at that word, and was 
•' for fometime iilent; but at length recovering him- 
*■' felf, he began to urge the uncertainty of my huf- 
*• band's being alive, and the probability of the con- 
** trary : he then fpoke of marriage as of a civil po 
•' licy only; on which headhe urged many arguments ' 
" not worth repclating, and was growing fo very ea- 
" gcr and importunate, that I know not whither his 
*' paffion might have hurried him, had not three of 
•' the failors well armed, appeared at that inftant in. 
*' fight of the cave. I noTfooner faw them, than ex"- 
•* ulting with the utmoft inward joy, I told him my 
** companions were come for me, and that T muft 
*' now tiake my leave of him ; aflariDg him that I 
** would always remember, with the moft grateful 
«*' acknowledgnw*nt, the. fovours I had received at his ' 
** hands. He fetched a very heavy figh, and fqueezi- 
*' ing me tenderly by the hand, he- falated my 
** lips with a little more eagernefs than the-Europearv, 
^ falutations admit of; and told me, he fhoiild 
*' likewife remember my arrival at his cave to the laft 
" day of his life ; adding— ; Q that he cpuld there 
•* fpend the whole in the company of> one, whofe- 

** bright cy^s had kindled ; but I know you will 

*' think^.Sir, that- we woman love to repeat the 
** compliments made us, I will therefore orait them. 
*' In a word, the failors being now arrived, I quitted^ 
** him, with fome compaflionfor the relu^ance with, 
*' which he-parted from me, and went fo^\vard-^witfv; 
*' my companions. 

** We had proceeded but a very few paces before 

*' one of the failors faid to his comrades :• D* ^m 

*^ me. Jack, who knows whether yon-. felk?w hathi 
*^ not fome good flip in his cave ? J innocent)]^ an- 
*• fwered, the poor wretch had ^Vj oti^ ^2>^^^iSR. ^S.; 

1 J "^ *«-\il^^Ni«. 



• , 
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** hrandy. — Hath he fo, cries the failor ; 'Fore Gcorg* 
*' we will tafte it ; — and, fo faying, they immediate,/ 
•' returned back, and my felf with them. We found 
*' the poor man proftrate on the ground, exprefling 
** all ihe fymptoms of mifery and lamentation. I 
-'* told him in French (for thefailors could notfpeatc 
'^ that language) what they wanted.— He pointed to 
** the place where the bottle was depofited, faying, 
" they were welcome to that, and whatever elfe he 
•* had; and added, he cared not if they took 
*' his life alfo. The failors fearched the whole cave, 
*' where finding nothing more which they deemed 
** worth their taking, they walked off with the bottle, 
*' and immediately emptying it, without offering nic 
•* a drop, they proceeded with me towards the town.^ 

'* In our way I obferved one whiiper another, while 
'« he kept his eye fteadfaftly fixed on me. This gave 
«' me fome uneaiinefs ; but the other anfwcred : No 
*f d — n me, the captain will never forgive us. Be- 
** fides, we have enough of it among the black wo- 
*' men, and, in my mind, one colour is a3 good as 
«* another. This was enough to give me violent ap- 
** prehenfions ; but I heard no more of that kind, 
•' till we came to the town, where, in about fix 
" hours, I arrived in fafety. 

" As foon as I came to the captain, he enquired 
•* what was become of my friend, meaning the vil- 
•* lainous Count. When he was informed oy me of 
*' what had happened, he wiflied me heartily joy of 
** my delivery, and exprefling the utmoft abhorrence 
*' of fuch bafenefs, fwore, if ever he met him^ he 
** would cut his throat ; but indeed we both conclud- 
•' ed, that he had died of the blow which the hermit 
. *' had given him. 

" I WAS now introduced to the chief magiilrate of 
•' this Country, who was defirous of feeing me. I 
** will give you a fhort defcription of him : lie was 
•* cholen (as is the cuAoin there) for his foperior 
** bravery and wifdom. His power is entirely ab- 
*' folute during its continuance ; but, on the firft 
•* deviation from equity andjuftice, he is liable to 
<< be depo&d, and puxuihed by the people, the el- 
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^* ders of whom, once a year, aflemble, txj examine 
** into his cond^id. Befides the danger which thcfe 
" examinations, which are very flrid, expose hira 
** fo, his office is of fuch care and trouble, that no- - 
** thing bdt that rqfllefs love of power, fo predomi- 
'* nant in the mind of man, qould make it the obje(fl 
** of deiire ; for he is indeed the only flave of all the 
** natives of this country. He is obliged in time of 
** peace, to hear the complaint of every perfonin his 
'* dominions, and to render them juftice. For which 
*' purpofe every one may demand an audience of him, 
*' unlefs during the hour which he is allowed for din* 
'* ner, when he fits alone at the table, and is attend- 
" ed in the moll public manner, with more thaa 
** European ceremony. This is done to create aa 
*' a.we and refped towards hira in the eye of the 
<* vulgar ; but left it fhould elevate him top much, 
*' in his own opmion, in order to his humiliation, he 
•* receives every evening in private, from a kind of 
" beadle, a gentle kick on his pofteriors, befides 
'* which, he wears a ring in his nofe, fomewhat re- 
*' fembling that we ring our pigs with, and a chain 
*' round his neck, not unlike that worn by our aU 
*' dermen ; both which, I fuppofe,to be emblematical, 
*' but heard not thereafons of either afTigned. There 
•' are many more particulars among thefe people, 
** which, when I have an opportunity, I may relate 
*' to you. The fecond day after my return from 
** court, one of his officers, whom they call Schach 
*' PiMPACH, waited upon me, and, by a French in- 
** terpreter who lives here, informed me, that the chief 
•' magiftrate liked my perfon, and offered me an im- 
*' menfe prefent, if I would fuiFer him to enjoy it 
'* (this is, it feems, their common form of making 
** love.) I reje£led the prefent, and never heard any 
*' further folicitation ; for, as it is no ihame for 
'*_ women here to confent at the firft propofal, {0 they 
•' never receive a fecond, ' 

** I HAD refided in this town a week, when the 
•' captain informed me, that a number of flave^, 
** who had been taken captives in war, were to be 
*' guarded to the fca-fide, v/YveitxixtN ^«^^ \a\i^^^^ 
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** to the merchants, who traded in them to America; 
*« that if I would embrace this opportunity, I might 
*' afTure myfelf of finding a pafFage to America, and 
** thence to £ngland ; acquainting me, at the fame 
'* time, that he himfelf intended to go with them. I 
'* readily agreed to accompany him. The chief, being 
*' advertifed of our'defigns, fent for us both to court, 
«• and, without mentioning a word of love to me, 
** having prefented me with a ve^ rich jewel, of lefs 
*' value, he faid, than my chaftityy look a very civil 
•* leave, recommanding me to the care of heaven, 
•' and ordering us a large fupplyofprovifions for our 
*' journey. 

•« We were provided with mules for ourfelves, and 
** what we carried with us, and in nine days, reached 
** the fea-lhorc, where we found an Englifh veflel 
*' ready to receive both us and the flaves. We went 
** aboard it, and failed the next day with a fair wind 
*' for New England, where I hope to get an imme- 
•* diate paiTage to the Old : But Providence was kinder 
•* than my expedlation; for the third day after wc 
** were at fea, we met an Englifh man of war home- 
•* ward bound ; the captain of it was a very good- 
•* rratured man, and agreed to take me on board. I 
'* accordingly took my leave of my old friend the 
*' maftcr of the fhipwrecked veflel, who went on to 
•* New England, whence he intended to pafs to Ja- 
** maica, where his owners lived. I was now treated 
«* with great civility, had a little cabin affigned me, 
** dined every day at the captain's table, who was in- 
" deed a very gallant man, and, at firft, made me 
** a tender of his affeftions ; but, when he found me 
'* refolutely bent to preferve myfelf pure and entire 
** for the bed of hufbands, he grew cooler in his ad- 
*' drefles, and foon behaved in a manner very pleailng 
** to me, regarding my fex only fo far as to pay me a 
*' deference which is very agreeable to us all. 

" To conclude my ftory; I met with no adven- 
*' ture in this pafTage at all worth relating, till my 
** landing at Gravefend, whence the captain brought 
** me in his own boat to the Tower. In a ihort hoar 
** after my ^arrival wc had that meeting, which. 
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** however dreadful at firR, will I now hope, by the 
** good offices, of the beft of men, whom heaven for 
*' ever blefs, end in our perfe6l happinefs, and be 
*• a ftrong inftance of what I am perfuaded is the 
** fureft.truth,. that Providence will, sooner 
*' or later, procure the felicity op the 

** VIRTUOirs AND INNOCENT." 

Mrs. Heartfree thus ended her fpcech, having 
before delivered to her hufband thejewels which the 
Count had robbed him of, and that prefented her by 
the African chief, which laft was of immenfe va^ 
lue. The good magiftrate was fenfibly touched at 
her narrative, as well on the confideration of the 
fufferings fhe had herfelf undergone, as for thofe of 
Iier hufband, which he had himfelf been innocently 
the inftrument of bringing upon him. That worthy 
man, however, much rejoiced in what he Jiad al- 
ready done for his prefervatiqn, and promifed to la- 
bour, with his utmoll intereft and induftry, to pro- 
cure the abfolute pardon, rather of his fentence, than 
of his guilt, which he now plainly difcovered was a 
barbarous and falfe imputation. 

CHAP. XIL 

The hiftory returns to the contemplation ^Greatness^ 

BU T we have already perhaps detained our rea- 
der too long in this relation, from'the confidera- 
tion of our hero, who daily gave the moft exalted 
proofs of greatnefs, in cajoling the Prigs ^ and in ex- 
adlions on the debtors ; which latter grew now fo 
great, i. e. corrupted in their morals, that they fpoke 
with the utmoft Contempt of what the vulgar call 
Honefty. The greateft character among them was 
that of a pick-pocket, or, in truer language, a File ; 
and the only cenfure was want of dexterity. As to 
virtue, goodnefs, and fuch like, they were the ob- 
je^s of mirth and derifion, and all Newgate was a 
complete colledion of Prigs, every man being de- 
firoufi to pick his neighbour's pocket, and every one 
was as fenfible that his neighboux was asieady to \^ick 
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his ; fo that (Wfckh is almoft incredible) as gteaf 
roguery was daily conuaitted within the walls of New- 
gate as without. 

The glory refulting foom th*fie anions of Wild 
probably animated the envy of his enemies againft 
hiro. The day of hi^ trial now apjiroached ; for 
which, as Socrates did, he prepared hirofelf ; but 
not weakly and foolilhly, like that philofopher, with 
patience and refignation, bat with a good number 
of falfe witnefles. However, as fticcefs is not al- 
ways proportioned to the wifdom of him who endea- 
vours to attain it ; fo are we more ibrry than aihamcd 
to relate, that our hero was, notwithllanding his ut- 
molt caution and prudence, convided, and ientenced 
to a death, which, when we -confider not only the 
gjcat men who have fufFcred it, but the ihuch larger 
number of ihofe whofe highell honour it hath been 
to merit it, we cannot call otherwife than Honour- 
able. Indeed thofe who have unluckily miffed it, 
feem all their days to have laboured in vain to attain 
■an end, which fortune, for reafons only known to 
herfelf, hath thought proper to deny them. With- 
out any farther preface then, our hero was fentenced 
to be hanged by the neck : But whatever was to be 
now his fate, he might confole himfelf that he had 
perpetrated what 



nee Judicis ira, nee rgnis. 



Nee poterit ferrwn, nee edax mholere i^ tuft as • 

For my own part, I confefs, I look on this death of 
Hanging to be as propeffor a Hero as any other; 
and 1 folemnly declare, that had Alexander the Great 
been hanged, it would not in the leaft have dimi- 
niftied my refpe^l to his memory. Provided a hero 
in his life doth but execute a fufficient quantity of 
mifchief ; provided he be but well and heartily curfed 
by the widow, the orphan, the poor, and the op- 
-preffed (the fole rewards, as many authors have bit- 
terly lamented both in profe and vtTit, of greatnefs, 
i. e. Priggi/m) I think it avails little of what nature 
his death be^ whether it be b^ the axe> the halter, or 
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t}i# fword. Stich names will be always Aire of living, 
to pofterity, and of enjoying that fame whkh they io 
glorioufly and eagerly coveted ; for, according to a. 
Great Dramatic poet^ 



"Fapit 



Not more /ur*vi<ves from gootl than e'vil deeds, 
^b* afpiring youth that fired th* Ephefian dome^ 
Outli*ues in fame the pious fool 'who raised it, 

Ou« hero now fufpeAed that the malice of hi«< 
enemies would overpower him. He, therefore, be- 
took himfelf to that true fupport of greatncfs in 
aiflidlion, a bottle ; by means of which he was enabled 
to curfe, and fwear, and bully, and brave his fate.. 
Other comfort indeed he had not much ; for not a 
£ngle friend ever came near him. Mis wife, whofe 
trial was deferred to the next feffions,. vifited him but 
once, when (he plagued tormented, and upbraided 
*him fo cruelly, that he forbad the keeper ever to 
admit her again. The Ordinary of Newgate had 
frequent conferences with him, and greatly would it 
embellifh our hiftory, could we record all which that 
good man delivered on thefe occaiions ; but unhap- 
pily we could procure only the fubftance of a lingle- 
conference, which was taken down in fhort-hand by 
one who overheard it. We (hall tranfcribe it, there- 
fore, exadly in the fame form and words we received 
'it ; nor can we help regarding it as one of the moft 
\:urious pieces, which either ancient or modern hiftory 
hath recorded » 

CHAP. XIII. 

ji dialogue hetiveen the Ordinary of Neivgate and Mr, 
Jonathan Wild the Great : In ivhich the fubjeBs of 
deaths immortality , and other gra've matters, are uer^ 
learnedly Jpandled by the former. 

Ordinary. ^^^ O OD morrow to you. Sir ; I hope 
\J you refted well laft night. 
Jonathan. D— n'd ill. Sir. I dreamt fo cob- 
i^oundedly of hangings that it diftuibtd'tK^ (^.^^. 
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Ordinary. Fie upon it. You fhould be morcj^e- 
figned. I wilh you would make a little better ufe of 
thofe inftru6lions which I have endeavoured to incul- 
cate into yoii, and particularly la|t Sunday, and from 
thefe words : Thofe ^luho do evil Jhall go into everlajiing 
fire, prepared for the de'vil^ and his angels. I undertook 
to fhew you, firil, what is meant by everlasting 
FIRE ; and, fecondly, who were the devil and 
HIS ANGELS. I then proceeded to draw fbme infer- 
ences from the whole * ; in which I am mightily de- 
ceived, if I did not convince you, that yt)u yourfelf 
was one of thofe angels; and, confequently, muj 
expedl EVERLASTING FIRE to be your portion i^^ihc 
other world. 

Jonathan. Faith, Db£lor, I remember very lit tic 
of your inferences ; for \ fell afleep foon after your 
naming your text : but did you preach this doftrinc 
then, or do you repeat it now, in order to comfort 
me? 

Ordinary. I do it, in order to bring you to a 
true fenfe of your manifold fins, and by that means* 
to induce you to repentance. Indeed, had I the elo- 
querice of Cicero, or of Tully, it would not be fufiv 
cient to defcribe the pains of hell, or the joys of hea- 
ven. The utmoft that we are taught is, that ear hath 
not heard 9 nor can heart concei've. Who then would, 
for the pitiful confideration of the riches and pleafures 
of this world, forfeit fuch. ineilimable Kappinefs ! 
Such joys ! Such pleafures ! Snch delights 1. Or who 
would run the venture of £uch mifery,,, which but 
to think on, fhocks the human underflanding ! Who, 
in his fenfes, then would prefer the latter to the for- 
mer ? 

Jonathan. Ay, who indeed ! I afTu^re you. Doc* 
tor, I had much rather be happy than miferable. 
Butt • • * ** •• • 
«•##■*• •■ • • 



* He pronounced this^ word Huz.t, and perhaps would, have 
f^elt it fo. 
I This part was fo blotud that it was Illegible. 

Oil-. 
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Ordinary. Nothing can be plainer. St. • • 

*.• • » «» • * # «' 



«♦ * ♦ ♦♦♦ « • 
%*•** « ••«« 

1^ * ♦ • * ♦ • ♦ '♦ » 

Jonathan. • # * • # If 

once convinced ♦•••••• 

• no man ♦ • . ♦ • jjy^g ^f • 
#•#••••# whereas 
fure the clergy • • • opportunity # • • 

• better informed ••••♦• 

• all manner of vice • • • • • 

• • • 

Ordinary. • are • atheift • • deift • 
ari * • cinian • hanged • • burnt • oiled • oaftei 

• • • dev • • his an • • ell fire * • temal da 

• • • tion. 

Jonathan. Yon • • • to frighten me out of my 
wits : But the good • • is, I doubt not, more merci- 
ful than his wicked • • If I fhould believe all you fay, 
I am fure I (hall die in inexpref&ble horror. 

Ordinary. Defpair is iinful. You (hould place 
your hopes in repentance and grace ; and though it 
is. moil true, that you are in danger of the judgment ; 
yet there is flill room for mercy, and no man, unlefs 
excommunicated, is abfolncely without hopes of a 
reprieve, 

Jonathan. I am not without hopes of a reprieve 
from the cheat yet : I have pretty good intercft ; but 
if I cannot obtain it, you Ihall not frighten me out 
of my coutage, I will not die like a pimp. D — ^n me 
what is death? It is nothing but to be with^latos and 
with Cxfars, — as the poet fays, and all the other great 
heroes of antiquity. • * * # # * 

• * • * • #••# 
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Ordinary. Ay, all this k very true; but life i* 
fweet for all that, and I had rather live to eternity, 1 
than go into the company of any fuch heathen*, wha 
are, 1 doubt not, in hell with the devil and his an- 
gels ; and, as little as you feem to apprehend it, yon 
may find yourfelf there before you exped it» Where 
then will be your tauntings and your vauntings, your 
boaflings and your braggings? You v/ill then be ready 
to give more for a drop of water than you ever gave 
for a bottle of wine. ' 

Jonathan. Faith, Doctor, well minded. What 
fay you to a bottle of wine ? 

Ordinary. I will drink no wine with an atheift. 
I fhould expe^ the devil to make a third in fuch com* 
pany ; for, fmce he knows you are his, he may be 
impatient to have his due. 

Jonathan. It is your bufinefs to drink with th* 
wicked, in order to amend them. 

Ordinary. I defpair ofixj and €o I coafign yott 
over to the devil, who is ready to receive you. 

Jonathan. You are more unmerciful to me thai 
the judge, Dodor. He recommended my fotil to 
heaven ; and it is your oiEce to ihew me the way tki» 
thcr. 

Ordinary. No: The gates are barf ed 2^ainil all 
revilers of the clergy. 

JoiiiATHAN. I revile only the wicked ones, if anf 
fuch are, which cannot affe6l you, who, if men were 
preferred in the church by merit only, would have 
long finc^ been* a bifhop. Indeed, it might rai£s any 
good man's indignation to obferve one of your vaft 
learning and abilities obliged to exert them in fo low 
a fp here, when fo many of -your inferiors wallow in 
wealth and preftrment. 

Ordinary. Why, it mull be confefled, that there 
are bad men in all orders ; but you fhould not cenfure 
too generally. I iffiull own 1 might have expeded - 
higher promotion ; but I have learnt patience and re- 
fignation ; and I would advife, you to the fame tem- 
per of mind, which' if vo\x cn^x 2LX\.taxv> V k.x\Q«« vou 
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will find mercy ; nay, I do now promife you, you will- 
It is true, you are a finner ; but your crimes are no ^ 
of the blackeft dye : You are no murderer, nor guilt/ 
of facrilege. And if you are guilty of theft, yo^ 
make fome atonement by fuffering for it, which many 
others do not. Happy it is, indeed, for thofe few 
who are dete6l«d in their fins, and brought to exem- 
plary punifhment for them in this world. So far, 
therefore, from repining at your fate when you como 
to the tree, you fhould exult arid rejoice in it ; and, 
to fay the truth, I queilion, whether to a wife man, 
the cataflrophe of many of thofe, who die by a halter, 
is not more to be envied than pitied. Nothing is fo 
iinful as iin, and murder is the greatefl of all fms ; it 
follows, that whoever commits murder is happy in 
faffering for it 5 if therefore a man who commits mur- 
der is fo happy in dying for it, how much better moft 
it be for you, who have committed a lef^t crime ? 

Jonathan. All this is very true; but let us take 
a bottle of wine to chear our fpirits, 
. Ordinary. Why wine? Let me tell you, Mr. 
Wild, there is nothing fo deceitful as the fpirits given 
IIS by wine. If you muH drink, let us have a bowl of 
pttnch ; a liquor 1 the rather prefer, as it is no where 
4>eken againll in fcripture, and as it is more whole- 
fone for the gravel ; a diflemper with which I aia 
•J;rievoufly afflided. 

Jonathan. (Having called for a bowl.) I aik 
fonr pardon, Do^or, I fhould have remembered, that 
punch was your favourite liquor. I think you never 
taAe wine while there i$ any punch remaining on the 
table. . 

Ordinary. I confefs, I look on punch to be (he 
more eligible liquor, as well for the reafons I have 
before mentioned, as likewife for one other caufe, viz.. 
it is the propcrefl for a Gr aught. 1 own 1 took it 
a little unkind of you to mention wine, thinking you 
knew my palate. 

Jonathan. You are in the right ; and I will take 
a iwingingcup to your being made a bifhop- 

Ordinary. And I will wifh you a ref>rieve in 9a 
Urge a drutight. Come, dcm't det^pait v \l *i& ^t.\. utbs^ 
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enough to think of dying, you have good friends, 
who very probably may prevail for you. I have 
known many a man reprieved, who had lefs reafon to 
cxpeft it. 

Jonathan. But if I Ihould flatter myfelf with 
fuch hopes, and be deceived, what then would be- 
come of my foul? ' ' 

Ordinary. Pugh ! Never mind your fou^ leave 
that to me ; I will render a good account of it, I war- 
rant you. I have a fermon in my pocket, wbich^ 
may be of fome ufe to you to hear. I do not value 
myfelf on the talent of preachings iince no man ought 

to value himfelf for any gift in this world : Bat, 

perhaps, there are not many fuch ferinons. But 

to proceed, fince we have nothing elfe to do till.the 
punch comes. — My text is the latter part of a veria 
only. ' 

■ To fbe Greeks Foolishness. 

The occafion of thefe words was principally that 
philofophf of the Greeks^ which, at that time, had 
ofver-nm great part of the heathen world, had poi- 
ftned, and as it were puffed up their siind& with . 
pride, fo that they difregarded all kinds of do^biAe 
in convparifon of their own ; and however fafe, and 
however found the learning of other* might be, yet^ 
i# it any wife contradi^ed their own laws, cuftoms^ 
and received opinions, a^way *witb it, it is not fir us* 
It was to the Greeks Foolishness. 

In the former part therefore of my difcourfe on thefe; 
words, I fhall principally confine myfelf to the lay- 
ing open and demonftratiiig the great emptinefs and 
vanity of this philofophy, and which thefe idle and 
abfurd fophifb were fo proudly blown up and ele- 
vated : 

And here I fhall do two things : Fii-ft, I fhall ex- 
pofe the matter; and fecondly, the manner of this 
abfurd philofophy. 

And firil, for the firft of thefe, namely the mat- 
ter. Now here we may retort the unmannerly word, 
which our adverfaries have audacioufly thrown in our 
faces ; for what was all this mighty matter of philo- 
fophy, this heap of knoviltd^e, Y<\u.c\i>H^«i Vi btm^ 
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fucli large harvefts of honour to thofe who fowed it, 
and fo greatly and nobly to enrich the ground on 
wjiich it fell ; what was it but Foolishness ? an in- 
coniiftent heap of nonfenfe, of abfurdities and con- 
tfadidlions, bringing no ornament to the mind in its 
theory, nor exhibiting any ufefulnefs to the body in 
its practice. What were all the fermons and the fay- 
ings, the fables and the morals of all thefe wife 
men, but to ufe the word mentioned in my text 
once more. Foolishness? What was their great 
matter Plato, or their other great light Ariftotje I 
But fools, mere quibblers and fophifb, idly and 
vainly attached to certain ridiculous notions of 
their own, founded neither on truth nor on reafon. 
Their whole works are a Grange medley of the greateil 
falihoods, fcarce covered over with the colour of truth : 
Their precepts are neither borrowed from nature, nor 
guided by reafon : Mere fiftions, only to evince the 
dreadful height of human pride ; in one word. Fool* 
^^HNESs., It maybe, perhaps, expeded of me, that 
I ihould give fome inftances from their works to prove . 
this charge ; but as to tranfcribe every pafTage to my 
purpofe, would be to tranfcribe their whole works, 
and as in fuch a plentiful crop, it is difficult to chufe; 
inflead of treipaifing on your patience, I (hail con- 
clude this firil head with afTerting what I have fo fully 
proved, and what may, indeed, be inferred from the 
text, that the philofophy of the Greeks was Foolish- 
ness. 

Proceed we now in the fecond place, to confider 
the manner in which this inane and fimple doctrine 
was propagated. And here But here, the punch 
by entering waked Mr. Wild, who was faft afleep, and 
put an end to the fermon ; nor could we obtain any ^ 
further account of the converfation which pafTed at 
tl^s interview. 
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I 



too The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Wild proceeds to the higheft confummation of humaii 
Greatness. 

THE day now drew nigh, when our great roan 
was to exemplify the laft and nobleft aft of greats 
neis, by which any hero can fignalize himfelf. Thii 
was the day of execution, or confummation, or apo- 
theofis (for it is called by different names) which wai 
to give our hero an opportunity of facing death and 
damnation, without any fear in his heart, or at Icaft 
without betraying any lymptoms of it in his counte- 
nance. A completion of greatnefs which is heartily 
to be wifhed to ^vtry great man ; nothing being more 
worthy of lamentation than when fortune, like a lazy 
poet, winds up her cataftrophe aukwardly, and bc- 
ilowing too little care on her fifth a£t, difmiffes the' 
hero with a fneaking and private exit, who had in the 
former part of the drama performed fuch notable ex- 
ploits, as muft promife to every good judge among 
the fpedtators, a noble, public, and exalted end. 

But fhe was refolved~to commit no fuch error la- 
this inftance. Our hero was too much and too de- 
fervedly'her favourite, to be negle(5led hy hir in his' 
Jaft moments : Accordingly all effort", for a reprieve 
were va\n, and the name of Wild flood at the head of 
thofe who were ordered for execution. 

From, the time he gave over all hopes of life, his 
condudl was truly great and admirable. Inflead of 
fhewing any marks of dejedlion or contrition, he ra- 
ther infufed mere confidence and affuarance into his 
looks. He fpent moll of his hours in drinking with 
his friends, and with the good man above ^comme- 
morated. In one of thefe compotations; beihg afked, 
whether he was afraid to die, he anfwered, d — n me, 
it is only a dance without mufic. Another time, when 
one expreffed fome forrow for his misfortune, as he 
termed it, he faid, with great fiercenefs, a man can 
die but once. Again, when one of his intimate ac- 
^u^ntance hinted his hopes, thax \a would die like 
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a man, he cocked his hat in defiance, and cried out 
greatly. Zounds ! who's afraid ? 

Happy would it l?«ve be n for poftcrity, could wis 
have retrieved any entire converfation which paiTed at 
this feafon, efpecially between our hero and his learn- 
ed comforter; but we have fearched many palleboard 
records in vain. 

On the eve of his apotheofis, Wild's lady dclired 
to fee him, to whi^h he confented. This meeting was 
at'firft very tender on both fides : but it could not 
continue fo : For unluckily fome hints of former mif- 
carriages intervening, as particularly when Die afked 
him, how he could have ufedher fo barbaroufly once, 
as calling her B— ; and whether fuch langua^-e 
became a man, much lefs a gentleman. Wild flew in- 
to a violent pafllcn, and fwore fhe was the vileft of 
B— — s, to upbraid him at fuch a feafon with an 
unguarded word fpoke long ago. She replied, with 
many tears, fhe was well enough ferved {6r her folly 
in vifiting fuch a brute; but ihe had one comfort 
however, that it would be the lall time he could ever 
treat her fo ; that indeed (he had fome obligation to - 
him, for tiiat his cruelty fo her would reconcile her 
to the fate he was to-morrow to fulFcr ; and indeed, 
nothing' btit fuch brutality could have made the con- 
£deration of his ihamefui death (fo tliis weak woman 
called hanging) which was now inevitable, to be borne 
even without madnefs. She then proceeded to a re- 
capitulation of his faults in an exn<fl order, and with 
more pe^ie^ memory than one would have imagined 
her capable of; and, it is probable, would have re- 
hearfed a complete catalogue, had not our hero's pa- 
tience failed him, fo that with the utmoil fury and 
violence he caught her by the hair, and kicked her, 
as heartily at his chains would fuiFer him, out of the 
room. 

At length the morning came, which fortune at 
his birth hoid refolutely ordained for the confumma- 
tion of ottS^ hero's Greatness: He had himf^-'lf in- 
deed modeitly declined the public honours ihe in- 
tended him, and had taken a quantity of laudanum, 
in order to retire quietly off the fta.£t\ Wx^^^^'^'^'^ 
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already obferved, in the courfe of our wonderful hif- I 
tory, that to ftruggle againft this lady's decrees is I 
vain and impotent : And whether ihe hath determin- 
ed you fhall be hanged or be a prime miniDier, it is 
in either cafe lod labour to refill. Laudanum^ there- 
fore, being unable to Hop the breath of our hero, 
which the fruit of hemp- feed, and not the fpirit of 
poppy-feed, was to overcome, he was at the ufaal 
hour attended by the proper gen tlemen"" appointed for' 
that purpofe, and acquainted that the cart was ready. 
On this occafion he exerted that greatnefs of courage, 
which hath been fo' much celebrated in other heroes; 
and knowing it was impoifible to refift, he gravely 
declared, he would attend them. He then defcendea 
to that room where the fetters of great men arc knock- 
ed off, in a moil folemn and ceremonious manner. 
Then fhaking hands with his friends (to wit, thoie 
who were conducing him to the tree^ and dnnking 
their healths in a bumper of brandy, he afcended the 
cart, where he was no fboner feated, than he receif- 
ed the acclamations of the multitude, who were highly 
ravifhed with his Greatness. 

The cart now moved flowly on, being preceded by 
a troop ofhorfe guards bearing javelins in their hands, 
through Hreets lined with crowds all admiiin^ the 
great oehaviour of our hero, who rode on, fometimes 
iighing, fometimes fwearing, fometimes finging or 
whiftling, as his humour varied. 

When h^ came to the tree of glory, he was wel- 
.comed with an univerfal ihout of the people, wha 
were there aifembled in prodigious numoers, to be- 
hold a fight much more rare in populous cities than 
one would reafonably imagine it ftiould be, viz. the 
proper cataftrophe of a great man. 

But the' envy was, through fear, obliged to join 
the general voice in applaufe on this occafion, there 
were not wanting fome who maligned this completion 
of glory, which was now about to be fulfilled to our 
hero, and endeavoured to prevent it by knocking him 
on the head as he flood under the tree, while the 
ordinary was performing his lafl office. They there- 
fore began to batter the cart with fiones, brick-bats». 
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€irt,' and all manner of mifchievous weapons, ibme 
of which erroneoufly playing on the robes of the ec» 
clefiaftic, made him fo expeditious in his repetition, 
that with wonderful alacrity he had ended almoft in aa 
inftant, and conveyed hiinfelf into a place of fafety in 
an hackney coach, where he waited the conclufion with 
the temper of mind defcribed in thefe verfes. 

Suave mari magnOy turhantthus aquora 'uentis^ 
£ terra alter tus magnum fpeSi are laborem* 

We muil not however omit one circumfLance, as 
it ferves to fhew the moll admirable converfation of 
character in our hero to his laft moment, which was, 
that whilfl the ordinary was bufy in his ejaculations. 
Wild, in the midftof the fhower ©rflones, &c. which 
played upon him, applied his hands to the parfon's 
pocket, and emptied it of his bottle-fcrcw, which he 
carried out of the world in his Hand. 

The ordinary being now defcended from the cart. 
Wild had juft opportunity to caft his eyes around the 
crowd, and to give them a hearty curfe, when imme* 
diately the horfes moved on, and with univerfal ap- 
plaufe our hero fwung out of this world. , 

Thtjs fell Jonathan Wild the Great, by a death 
as glorious as his life had been, and which was fo 
t^ly agreeable to it, that the latter muft have beea 
deplorably maimed and imperfedl without the former? 
a death which hath been alone wanting to complete 
the charaders of feveral ancient^ and modern heroes, 
whofe hiftories would have been read with much 
greater pleafure by the wifeft in all ages. Indeed 
we could almoft wilh, that whenever fortune feems 
wantonly to deviate from her purpofe, and leaves her 
work imperfedl in thi-s particular, the hiftorian would 
indulge himfelf in the licence of poetry and romance, 
and even do a violence to truth, to oblige his reader 
with a page, which muft be the moft delightful in all 
kis hiftory, and which could never fail of producing 
an inftrudive moral* 

Narrow minds may poflibly have fome realTon to- 
l)e afhamed of going this way out of the worlds \£ 
their coofciences can fly in tWir feict^^ ^^^ -aRx^x^: 

V6L. K X ^^'^^ 
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them they have not merited fuch an honour ; but he 
mud be a fool who is afhamed of being hanged^ who 
is not weak enough to be aihamed of having de- 

• ferved it. . 

CHAP. XV. 

The charaSier of our hero, and the conchifion of this 
hifory, 

WE will now endeavour to draw the charafler 
of this Great man, and by bringing together 
thofe feveral features as it were of hio miild, which 
lie fcattered up and down in this hiftory, to prefent 
our readers with a perfed pidlure of gieatnefs. 

JoNAT-HAN Wild had every qualification neceflary 
to form a great man. As his moll powerful and pre- 
dominant pafTion was ambition, fo nature had, with 
confummatc propriety, adapted all his f2,culties to the 
attaining thofe glorious ends tu which this paffion di- 
reded him. He was extremely ingenious in inventing 
deligns, artful in contriving the means to accompliih 
his purpofes, and refolute in executing them i For, 
»s the moll exquifite cunning and moft undaunted 
boldnefs qualified him for any undertaking, fo was 
he not relirained by any of thofe weaknefles which ^ 
difappoint the views of mean and vulgar fouls, and 
which are comprehended in one general term of ho- 
nefly, which is a corruption of honosty, a word 
derived from what the Greeks call an h{%. He was 
entirely free from thofe low vices of modefly and good- 
nature, which, as he faid, implied a total negation 
of human greatnefs, and were the only qualities which 
abfolutely rendered a man incapable of making a 
confidetable figure in the world. His lull was inferior 
only to his ambition ; but, as for what iimple people 
call love, he knew not what it was. His avarice was 
immenfe ; but it was of the rapacious not of the te- 
nacious kind ; his rapacioufnefs was indeed fp violent, 
that nothing, ever contented him but the whole; for, 
however confiderable the fhare was, which his coadju- 
tors allowed him of a booty, he was reillefs in invent- 
iBg means to make himfelf mailer of the iinalleil pit- 
3 \asLce 
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tance referved by them. He faid» laws were made 
for the ufe oi Prigs only, and to fccure their proper- 
ty; they were never therefore more perverted, than 
when their edge was turned againft thefe, but that' 
this generally happened through their want of fuffici- 
ent dexterity. The charader which he mofl valued 
himfelf upon, and which he principally honoured in 
others, was that of hypocrify. His opinion was, that 
ho one could carry Priggi/m very far without ic ; for 
^hich reafon, hefaid, thsre was little greatncfs to be 
expected in a man who acknowledged his vices ; but 
always much to be hoped from him, who profefTed 
great virtues ; wherefore, though he would always 
mun the perfon whom he difcovered guilty of a good 
a^ion, yet he was never deterred by a good charadler, 
which was more commonly the effeft of profelfion 
than of aflion : for which reafon, he himfelf was al- 
ways very liberal of honeft profeffions, and had as, 
inuch virtue and goodnefs in his mouth as a faint ; 
©ever in the lead fcrupling to fwear by his honour, 
«ven to thofe who knew him the bed ; nay, tho' he 
hold good-nature and modefty in the higheft con- 
tempt, he conftantly praftifed the aiFeftation of both, 
and recommended this to others, whofe welfare, on 
his own account, he wifhed well to. He laid down 
fcveral maxims, as the certain methods of attaining \ 
greatncfs, to which in his own purfuit of it, he con- 
ftantly adhered. As 

i\ Never to do more mifchief to another, than 
was neceffary to the eiFefting his purpofe ; for 
that mifchief was too precious a thing to be 
thrown away. 

2. To know no dillindlion of men from afFeftipn ; 
but to facrifice all with equal readinefs to his 
intereft. 

3. Never to communicate more of an affair than 
was neceffary, to the perfon. who was to exe- 
cute it. 

4. Not to trufthim, who hath deceived you, nor 
who knows he hath been deceived by you, 

^. To forgive no enemy; but to be cautlo'vis ^wl 
often dd^SLtory in revenge • 



t^6 The LIFE of Mr. JONATHAN WILD. 

6* To fhun poverty and diftrefs, and to ally him- 

felf as clofe as poflible to power and riches. , 
y. To maintain a conllant gravity in his counte* 

nance and behaviouj, and to aiffedl wifdom on 

all occafions. 
8. To foment eternal jealoufies in his gang, one 

of another. 
^, Neve-r to reward any one equal to his mej*it; 

but always to iniinuate, that the reward was 

above it, 

10. That all men were knaves or fools, and much 
the greater number a compofition of both. 

11. That a good name, like money, muft be part- 
ed with, or at leaft greatly rifqued, in order to 
bring the owner any advantage. 

12. That virtues, like precious (tones, wereeafily 
counterfeited ; that the counterfeits in both cafes 
adorned the wearer equally, and that very few 
had knowledge or difcernment fufHcient to diftin- 
guifh the counterfeit jewel from the real. 

13. That many men were undone by not going 
deep enough in roguery ; as in gaming any man 
may be a loier who doth not play the whole 
game. ^ . ^ 

24. That men proclaim their own virtues, as 
ihopkeepers expofe their goods, in order to pro- 
lit by them. 
15. T h a T • the heart was the proper feat of hatred, 
and the countenance of afEeflion and friendfhip. 
He had many more of the fame kind, all equally 
good with thefe, and which were after his deceafe 
found in his ftudy, as the twelve excellent and cele- 
brated rules were in that of king Charles the firil; 
for he never promulgated them in his life-time, not 
having them conftantly in his mouth, as fome grave 
perfons have the rules of virtue and morality, without 
paying the leaft regard to them in their adions: 
whereas our hero,. by a conftant and fleady adherence 
to his rules in conforming every thing he did to tliem> 
acquired at length a fettled habit of walking by them, 
till at laft he was in no danger of inadvertently going 
#ut of the way ; and by thefe mesuis he arrived at 
8 ^Sa^ 
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that degree of greatnefs, which few have equalled ; 
none, we may fay, have exceeded : For tho* it muft 
be allowed that there have been fome few heroes, who 
have done greater mifchiefs to mankind,^ fuch as thofe 
who have betrayed the liberty of their country ta 
others, or have undermined and over- powered it 
themfelves; or conquerors who have impoverifhedy 
pillaged, facked, burnt, anddeftroyed the countries and 
cities of theii" fellow-creatures, from no other provoca- 
tion than that-of glory; i. e. as the tragic poet calls it, 
a pri'vilege to kill, 
Aftrong temptation to do hra^vely tlL 
yet, if we conlider it in the light wherein a£iions are? 
placed in this line> 

L^tlus ejiy quoties magno tihi conftat honejium, 

when we fee our hero, without the leaft afliilance or 
t)retence, fetting himfelf at the head of a gang, which 
he had not an/ fhadow of right to govern ; if we 
Tiew him maintaining jibfolute power, and exercifmg^ 
tyranny over a lawleis crew, contrary 16 all law, but 1 
that of his own will; if wc confider him fetting up; 
an open trade publickly, in defiance, not only of the 
laws of hi-s country. But of the common fenfe of his 
countrymen; if we fee him firfl contriving the rob- 
bery of others, and again the defrauding the vtry 
rollers of that booty, which they had ventured their 
necks to acquire, and which without any hazard the/ 
might have retained: here fure h&^ muft appear ad- 
mirable, and we may challenge not only the truth oF 
hiHory, but almoil the ktitnde of fidtion to equal hit. 

Nor had he any of thofe flaws i;i his charadlcr^ 
which, though they have been commended by weak, 
writers, have (as I hinted in the beginning of this 
hiftory) by the judicious reader been cenmred and 
defpifed. Such was the clemency of Alexander and 
Caefar, which nature hath as groLly erred in giving 
them, as a painter would, who fliould drcfs a pea- 
fant in robes of ftate, or give the nofe, or any other 
feature of a Venus, to a fatyr. What had the d^- 
ftroyers of mankind^ that glorious pivt, out o^ n^V^^sc 

K 3 C«3^ft 
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came into the world to ufurp the dominion, and a* 
bolifh the conftitution of his own country ; the other 
to conquer, en Have, and rule over the whole world, 
at leafl as much as was well known to him, and the 
Ihcrtnefs of his life would give him leave to vifit; 
what had, I fay, fuch as thefe to do with clemency? 
Who cannot fee the ablurdity and contradiftion of 
mixing fuch an ingredient with thofe noble and great 
qualities I have before mentioned. Now in Wild, 
every thing was truly great, almoft without alioyi a3 
Jiis imperfedions (for furely fome fmall ones he had) 
were only fuch as ferved to denominate him a human 
creature, of which kind none ever arrived at con- 
fummute excellence : but furely his whole behaviour 
to his friend Heartfree is a convincing proof, that 
the true iron or fteel greatnefs of his heart was not de- 
bafed by any fofter metal. Indeed while greatnefs 
conf]fls in power, pride, infolence, and doing mifchief 
to mankind;— to fpeak out — while' a great man and 
a ?reat rogue are fy nonvmous terms, fo long {hall - 
Wild fland unrivalled on the pinnacle of Grsatniss. 
Nor muil we omit here, as tlie. Enifhing of his cha* 
rader, what indeed ought to be remembered on his 
tomb or his flatue, the conforniity above-mentioned ot 
his death to his life ; and that Jonathan Wild the 
Great, after all his mighty exploits, -was, what fofcw 
CREAT men can accomplifh-— -hanged by the neck till 
he was dead. 

Having thus brought our hero to his conclufion, 
it may be fatisfaftory to fome readers (for many, I 
doubt not, carry their concern no farther than his 
fate) to know wliat became of Heartfree. We fhall 
acquaint them, therefore, that his fufferings werd 
now at an end ; that the good magiilrate eahly pre- 
vailed for his pardon, nor was contented till he had 
made him all the reparation he could for his troubles, 
tho' Jthe fhare he had in bringing thefe upon him, was 
not only innocent, but, from its motive, laudable. 
He procured the reftoration of the jewels from the 
man of war, at her return to England, and» above 
all, omitted no labour to reHore Heartfree to his re- 
patktioiij and to petfuadc \iu nd^ViJao^ts^ ac(^oaint- 
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ance, and cuftomers of his innocence. When the 
commiffion of bankruptcy was fatisfied, Heartfreehad 
a confiderabie fum remaining ; for the diamond pre- 
fented to his wife was of prodigious value, and in- 
finitely recompenfed the lofs of thofe jewels which 
Mifs Straddle had difpofed of He now fet up again 
in his trade ; compaflion for his unmerited misfor- 
tunes brought him many cuftomers among thofe who 
had any regard to humanity; and he hath, by in- 
duftry, joined with parfimony, amaffcd a confiderabie 
fortune. His wife and he are now grown old in the 
pureft love and friendship ; but never had another 
child. Friendly married his elder daughter at the 
age of nineteen, and bec^tmehis partner in trade. 
As to the younger, (he never would liften to the ad- 
drefTes of any lover, not even of a young noble- 
man, who offered to take her with two thoufand 
pounds, which her father would have willingly pro- 
duced, and indeed did his utmoli to perfuade her to 
the match : But fhe refufed abfolutely, nor would give 
any other reafbn when Heartfree preiTed her, than that 
fhe had dedicated her days to his fervice, and was re- 
iblved, no other duty fliould interfere witli that which 
Ibe owed the beft of fathers, nor prevent her from 
being the nurfe of his old age. 

Thus Heartfree, his wife, his^ two daughters, his 
fbn-iu-law, and his grand children, of which he hativ 
feveral, live all together in one houfe ; and that with 
fuch amity and affedlion towards each other, that they 
are in the neighbourhood called the family of love. 

As to all the other perfoiis mentioned in this hifto-- 
ry, in the light of greatncfs, they hnd all the fate a- 
dapted to it, being every one hanged by the neck, 
fave two, viz. Mils Theodofia 5nap, who was tranf- 
ported to America, where Ihe was pretty well mar- 
ried, reformed, and made a good wife ; and the 
Count, who recovered of the wound he had received 
from the hermit, and made his efcape into France, 
where he coiimitted a robbery, wa? taken, and broke 
on the wheel. 

Indeed, whoever coniiders the common fate of 
great men muft allow, they weW ^^'lw\^ ^xv^Vax^^ 
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earn that applaufe which is given them by the world ; 
fcr, when we reHed on the labours and pains, the 
cares, difquietudes, and dangers, which attend their 
road to greatnefs, we may fay with the divine that a 
man may go to hewven ivitb half the pains fwhich it cofii 
him i a pur chafe helL To fay the truth, the world have 
this rcafon at leaft ta honour fuch characters as that 
of Wild; that while it is in the power of every man 
to be perfedly honefl, not one m a thoufand is ca- 
pable of being a complete rogue ; and few indeed 
there are who, if they were in5>ired with the vanity 
of imitating our hero, would not after much fruitless 

Jains be obliged to own themfelves inferior to Mr,. 
ONATHAN Wild the CRiAX. 
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WHETHER the enfuing pa'ges were really 
the dream or vifion of fome very pious and 
holy perfon ; or whether they were really 
written in the other world, and fent back to this, ^ 
which is the opinion of many, (though I think, too 
much inclining to Aiperftition ;). or laftly, whether, as . 
infinitely the greateft part imagine, they were really 
the proda6lion of fome choice inhabitant of New- 
Bethlehem, is not neceflary nor cafy to determine. It " 
will be abundantly fufficient, if I give the reader an 
account by what means they came into my poffef- 
fion. 

Mr. Robert Powney, ftationer, who dwells oppo- 
fite to Catherine- Street in the ftrand, a very honeft 
man; and of great gravity of countenance ; who, a- 
mong other excellent ftationary commodities, is par- 
ticularly eminent for his pens, which I am abundantly 
bound to acknowledge, as I owe to their peculiar good- 
ncfs, that my manufcripts have by any means been Ic-- 
gible : this gentleman, I fay, furniflied me fome time 
iince with a bundle of thofe pens, wrapt up with 
great care and caution, in a very large fheet of paper 
full of characters, written as it feemed in a very bad 
Hand.- Now, I have a furprifing curiofity to read 
every thing which is almoft illegible; partly, perhaps, 
from the fwect remembrance of the dear Scrawls. 
Skrawls, or Skrales, (for the word is varioufly fpelt) . 
which I have in my youth received from that lovely 
part of the creation for which I have the tendered re- 
gard ; and partly from that temper of mind wliich 
nakes men fet an immenfe value ouo\^ m^tvN\K.^\\v^^* 
K6 ^^ 
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to effaced, buftos fo maimed, and pidlures fo black, 
that no one can tell what to make of them. I there- 
fore perufed this fheet with wonderful application, 
and in about a day's^time/iifcovered that I could not 
underfland it. I immediately repaired to Mr. Powney, 
and inquired very eagerly, whether he had not more 
ef the fame manufcript. He produced about one 
hundred pages, acquainting me that hehad.faved nO' 
more; bat that the book was originally a huge folio,, 
had been left in his garret by a gentleman who lodged 
there, and who had left him no other fatisfadticto for 
nine months lodging. He proceeded to inform me,, 
tiiat the manufcript had been. hawked about (as he^ 
phrafed it) among all the bookfellers, who refufed to 
meddle ; fome ailed ged that they could not read, others- 
that they could not underftand ip. Seme would have 
it to be an atheiftical hook,, and fome that it was a li- 
bel on the government ; for one or other, of which rea-. 
fons, they all refufed to print it. That it had. been 
likewife flfewn to the R — Society, but they fhook 
their heads, faying, there was nothing in it wonderful' 
enough for them. That hearing the gentleman was^ 
gone to the Weft-Indies, and believing it to be good 
for nothing elfe, he had ufed it as wafte paper. He 
{aid, I was welcome to what remained, and he was» 
heartily forf y for what was miffing, as I feemed to fct 
fome value on it. ./ 

I DEsiKJED him ihuch to name a price: but he* 
would receivjs no confideration farther than the pay-, 
ment of a fraajl bill lowed him, which at that time he- 
iaid he looked on as fo much money given him. 

I PRESENTLY communicated this manufcript to. 
my friend parfon Abraham Adams, who, after a long: 
and careful perufal, returned it me with his opinion,- 
that there was more in it than at firft appeared ; that 
the author feemed not entirely unacquainted with the 
writings of Plato; but he wifhedhe had quoted hint 
ibmetimes in his margin, that I might be fure (faid he^: 
he l)ad read him in the original : for nothing, continu-. . 
cdthe parfon, is commoner thr»n for men now a-days 
to pretend to have read Greek authors, who have met 
with, them only in traafl^tions, aadcannot conjugate x. 
wrb in mi. 
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To deliver my own fentittients on the occafion, F 
think the author difcovers a philofophical turn- of 
thinking, with fome little knowledge of the world, 
and no very inadequate value of it. There are fome 
indeed, who, from the vivacity of their temper, and 
the happinefs of their ftation, are willing to confider 
its bleffings as more fubftantial, and the whole to be a 
fcene of more confequence that it is here reprefented ; 
but without controverting their opinions at prefent, the 
iromber of wife and good men, who have thought witlr 
our author, are fufficient to keep him in countenance ;. 
nor can this be attendedwithany ill inference,. fince he 
every where teaches this moral. That the greateft andi 
trucft happinefs which this world affords^ is to be found 
only in thepoifeffion of goodnefs and virtue ; a dodrine, 
which as it is undoubtedly true, fo hath it fo noble and^ 
pFaftical a tendency, that it can never be toooftea^ork 
tooilrongly inculcated on tlie minds of men. 
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JOURNEY 

FROM 

This WORLD to the Next, &c. 



B O O K I. 

CHAP. I. 

The author dies, meets ivith Mercury, and is hy him: ^ 
conduced to the fiage 'which fcts out for the otheti 
<world, 

ON the firft day of December,. 1 74 1 t> I de- 
parted this life, at my lodgings in Cheapiide. 
My body had been feme time dead before V. 
was at liberty to quit it, left it ibould by any acci- 
dent return to life : this is an injunftion impofed on. 
all fouls by the eternallaw of fate, to prevent thein* 
conveniencics which would follow. As foon as the 
deftined period was expired (being no longer than till 
the body is become perfectly cold and ftifF) I began 
to move; but found myfelf under a difficulty of mak- 
ing my efcape, for the mouth, or door, was fhut; fo 
that it WAS impoflible for mc to go. out at it, and the 
windows, vulgarly called the eyes, were fo clofely 
pulled down by the fingers of a nurfe, that I could 
Dy no means open them. At laft, I perceived a beam- 
of light glimmering at the top of the houfe, (for* 
fuch I may call the body I had been ihclofed in); 
whither afcending, 1 gently let myfelf down through 
a kind of chimney, and ifTued out of the noftrils. 

\ Some doubt whether this {hould not.be rather 1641, which* 
is a date more agreeable to the account given of it in the Intro- ^ 
duftion : but then there are fomc pafibges which fcera to relate to • 
tranfa£tions infinitely later, even within this year or two.— To fay 
the truth, there are ditBculties attend. either conje^urej fo the 
leader may tikt which he p\eafes» 
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No prifoner difcharged from a long confinement, 
ever tailed the fweets of liberty with a more exqui- 
lite relifh, than I enjoyed in this delivery from a dun- 
geon wherein I have been detained upwards of forty 
years, and with much the fame kind of regard I call 
f my eyes backwards upon it. 

"My friends and relations had all quitted the room^ 
being all (as I plainly overheard) very loudly quar-^ 
relling below-ftairs about my will ; there was only aa 
old woman left above to guard the body, as I appre- 
hend. She was in a faft fleep, occafioned, as from 
her favour it feemed, by a comfortable dofe of gin* 
I had no pleafure in this company^ and therefore a& 
the window was wide open, I fallied forth into the 
open air : but to my great aftoniihment found my^ 
felf unable to fly, which I had always during my ha- 
bitation in the body conceived of fpirits; however,. 
I came fo lightly to the ground, that I did not hurt 
xnyfelf ; and though I had not the gift of flying (ow- 
ing probably to my having neither feathers nor wings) 
I was capable of hopping fuch t prodigious way at 
once, that it fervedmy turn almoftas well. 

I HAB not hopped far, before I perceived a tall 
young gentleman in a filk waiftcpat, with a wing on- 
his left heel, a garland on his head, and a caduceus in 
his right hand J. I thought I had feen this perfon. 
before, but had not time to recoiled where,, when he 
called out to me, and afked me how long I had beea 
departed. I anfwered> Iwas^ juft coikte forth « Yos- 
mull net ft^y here, replied he, junlefs you had beea 
murdered; in which cafe, indeed, you might have ^ 
been fufl'ered to walk fome time; but if you died 4. 
natural death, you mull fet out for the other world 
immediately. I defired to know the way, O, cried 
the gentleman, 1 will ibew you to the inn whence^ 

the. 

'\' Eyes are not perhaps fo. properly adapted to a fpi ritual fub^* 
Aance : but we are here, as 'in many other places, obliged to uCc 
corporeal terms to make ourfelvesthc better tndtrftbod.. 

% This is the drefs in which the god appears to mortals at the 
theatres. One of the offices attri'btitwl to ths god by the ahclents^ 
was to colteft the ghofts as a ftiepherd Ao\\i fli ^qs^V^ ^n»^^ -isft. 
iUirc them wtfh his wand into the otixtt 'woiVd* 
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^he ftage proceeds j foF I am the porter. Perhaps 
you never heard of me, my name i? Mercury. Sure,. 
Sir, faid I, I bave feen you at the playhoufe. Upon" 
which he fmilcd, and without fatisfying me, as to 
that point, walked direflly forwardy bidding me hop 
after him. I obeyed him, and foon found myfelf ia 
Warwick-Lane; where Mercury, making a full ftop, 
pointed at a particular houfc, where he bade me en- 
quire for the ftage, and wifhing me a good journey, 
took his leave, faying^ he muft go feek after other 
cuftomers. 

I ARRIVED juftas the Goach was fetting out, and 
found I had no occafion for enquiry : for every per- 
fon feemed to know my bufinefs, the moment J ap-» 
peared at the door : the coachman told me, his horlbs= 
were to, but that he had no place left; however;, 
though there were already iix, the paiTengers offered 
to make room for me. 1 thanked them, and afcended- 
without much ceremony^ We immediately began oar 
journey, being fcven in number; for as the wome^ 
wore no hoop», thi*ee of them were but equal to two 
men. 

Perhaps, reader, thou may'ft be pleafed with an 
account of this whole equipage, as peradventure thofi 
wilt not, while alive, fee any fuch. The coach was 
made by an eminent' toyman, who is well known to 
deal in immaterial fubflance, that being the matter of 
which it was coirtpounded. The work was fo ex- 
tremely fine, that it was ertircly invifible to the^ hu- 
man eye.. The horfes which drew this extraordinary 
vehicle were all fpiritual, as well as the palTengers. 
They had, indeed, all died in the fervice of a certain - 
poft-maft'cr^ and as for the coachman, who was a 
very thin piece of immaterial fubllance, he had the 
honour, while alive, of driving the Great Peter, or 
P6ter the Great, in whofe fervice his ibul, as well as 
body was almoft ftarved to death. 

Such was the vehicle in which I fet out, and now> 
thofe who are not willing to travel on w.ith me, may, 
if they pleafe, ftop here; thofe who are, muft pro- 
ceed to the fubfequent chapters, ia.which thisjour-* 
sey U coatinued^ 
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In ^which the author Jlr ft refutes /ome idle opinions con-- 
- cerning fpirits^ and then the pf^ffengers relate their 
federal deaths, 

IT is the common opinion, that fpirits, like owls, 
can. fee in the dark ; nay, and can then moft eafily 
be perceived by others. For which reafbn, maay per- 
fons of good underilanding, to prevent being terrified 
with fuch objefls, ufually keep a candle burning by 
them, that the light may prevent their feeing. Mr. 
Locke, in direft oppofition to this, hath no\ doubted 
to a/fert that you may fee a fpirit in open day-light 
full as well as in the darkeft night. ^ 

It was very dark when we fet out from the Inn, 
nor could we fee any more than if every foul of us had 
been alive. We had travelled a good way, before 
any one offered to open his mouth : indeed, moft of 
the company were faft adeep X- l>ut as I could not 
clofe my own eyes, and perceived the fpirit, who fat 
opposite to me, to be likewife awake, I began to make 
overtures of converfation, by complaining honu dark 
!/ *was. * And extremely cold too, anfwered my fel- 
low-traveller, tho' I thank God, as I have no body,, 
I feel no inconvenience from it: But yoii will be* 
lieve. Sir, that this frofty air muft feem very fharp 
to one juft iffued forth out of an oven : for fuch was 
the*inflamed habitation I am lately departed from.. 
How did you come to your end. Sir ? faid I«^ I 
was murdered. Sir, anfwered the gentleman. lam 
furprized then, replied I, that you did not divert 
yourfelf by walking up and down, and playing fome 
merry tricks with the murderer. Oh, Sir, returned 
he, I had not that privilege, I was lawfully put ta 
death. In fhort, a phyiician fet me on fire, Yaf 

fiving me medicines to throw oUt my diftemper. 
died of a hot regimen, as they call it, in the fmall* 
pox.' 

On B of the fpirits at that word ftarted up, and cried . 
out, * The fmall-pox! blefs me! I hope I am not iit 

* company 

X Thofe who have read of the god* IV^'^vik^ m l^ssi»Kt>» ^^ 
npt be faifrizcd «t this happening to 1]^\X%^ 
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* company with that diftemper, which I have all my life 

* with fuch caution avoided, and have fo happily 

* efcaped hitherto !' This fright fet all the pa(reng«n 
who were awake into a loud laughter; and the gentle- 
man recollediug himl'elf with fome confuiion, and 
not without blufhing, aiked pardon, crying, • I proteft 

* I dreamt that I was alive. Perhaps, Sir, faid I, 

* you died of that diftemper, which therefore made 

* lb ftrong an impreffion on you. No, Sir, anfwered 

* he, I never had it in my life; but the continaal 

* dreadful apprehenfion it kept me fo long under, 

* cannot I fee be fo immediately eradicated. Yoa 

* muft know. Sir, 1 avoided coming to London for 

* thirty years together, for fear of the fmall-pox, till 
' the moil urgent bufinefs brought me thither about 

* five days ago. I was fo dreadfully afraid of this 

* difeafe, that I refufed the fecond night of my ar- 
' rival to fup with a friend, whofe wife had recovered 
' of it feveral months. before, and the fame evening 
' got a furfeit by eating too many mufcles, whic£ 

* brought me into this good company.' 

* I WILL lay a wager, cried the fpirit who fat next 

* him, there is not one in the coach able to guefs my 

* diftemper.' I defired the favour of him, to acqeaint 
us with it, if it was fo uncommon. * Why, Sir, 

* (faid he) I died of honour. — Of honour. Sir I rc- 

* peated I with fome furprize. Yes, Sir, anfwered 

* the fpirit, of honour, for I was killed in a duel.* 

* For my part, faid a. fair fpirit 1 was inoculated 
' laft fummer, and had the good fortune to efcape 

* with a very few marks in my face. I efteemed my- 

* felf now perfectly happy, as I imagined I had no 

* reftraint to a full enjoyment of the diverfions of th# 
.* town; but within a few days after my coming up, 

* I caught cold by over-dancing myfelf at a ball, and 

* laft night died of a violent fever*. 

After a fhort filence, which now enfued, the fair 
fpirit who fpoke laft, it being now day-light, addrcf- 
fed herfelf to a female, who fat next her, and aiked 
her to what chance they owed the happinefs of her 
company. She anfwered, fhe apprehended to a con- 
fum|>tion: but the phyficians were not agreed con- 
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ceming her diftemper, for fhe left two of them in a 
very hot difpute about it, when fhe came out of her 
body. And pray, madam, faid the fame fpirit to 
the fixth paffenger, ' How came you to leave the 
* other world ?' But that female fpirit fcrewing up 
her mouth, anTwered, fhe wondered at the curiofity 
of fome people; that perhaps perfons had already 
heard feme reports of her death, which were far from 
being true : that whatever was the occafion of it, fhe - 
was glad at being delivered from a world, in which 
ihe had no pleafure, and where there was nothing but 
nonfenfe and impertinence ; particularly among her 
own fex, whofe loofe conduct ihe had long been en- 
tirely adiamed of. 

Thb beauteous fpirit perceiving her queflion gave 
oiFence,pnrfued it nofarthfer. She had indeed all the 
iweetnefs and good- humour, which are fo extremely 
amiable (when found) in that fex, which tendernefs 
moll exquifitely becomes. Her countenance difplayed 
all the chearfulnefs, the good-nature, and the mo- 
dedy, which diffufe fuch brightnefs round the beauty 
of Seraphina *, awing every beholder with refpe^, 
and, at the fame time, ravifhing him with admiration. 
Had it not been indeed for our converfation on the 
imall'pox, I fhould have imagined we had been ho* 
lioured with her identical prefence. This opinion 
might have been heightened by the good fenfe (he ut- 
tered, whenever fhe fpoke ; by the delicacy of her 
fentiments,. and the complacence of her behaviour, 
tbgether with a certain dignity, which attended every 
l6ok, word, and'geflure ; qualities, which could not 
fail making an imprdffion on a heart f fo capable of 
receiving it as mine, nor was fhe long in railing in 
me a very violent degree of feraphic love. I do not 
intend by this, that iort of love which men are very 
properly faid to make to women in the lower world,' 

and 

* A particular lady of quality is meant here j but every lady of 
quality, or no quality, are welcome to apply the charaderto them- 
felves* 

f We have before made an apology for this language, which we 
here repeat for the laft time : tho' the heart may, we hope, bc 
metaphorically ufed here with more ptoipntX"^ , ^^twHiVt.Ti^^^^'^t 
t^oiepzM§ns to the body which belong to \^^ ^o>9X% 
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and which feldom lafts any longer than while it i* 
making, I mean by feraphic love, an extreme dcli» 
cacy and tendernefs of friendlhip, of which, my wor- 
thy reader, if thou haft no conception, as it is pro- 
bable thou mayft'not, my endeavour to inftruft thee 
would be as fruitlefs, as it would be to explain the 
moft difficult problems of Sir Kaac Newton, to onc^ 
ignorant of vulgar arithmetic. 

To return therefore to matters comprehenfible by 
all underitandings : the difcourfe now turned on the 
vanity, folly, and mifery of the lower world, from, 
which every paffenger in the coach expreffed the high* 
eft fatisfadion in being delivered ; tho' it was very 
remarkable, that notwithflanding the joy we declared" 
at oui: death, there was not one of U5 who did not. 
mention the accident which occafioned %t^ as a thing. 
we would have avoided if we could. Nay, the very 
grave lady herfelf, who was the forwardcft in teftify- 
ing her delight, confefsM inadvertenly, that Ihe left 
a phyiician by her bed-iide. And the gentleman,, 
who died of honour, very liberally curfed both his 
folly, and his fencing. While we were entertaining 
ourfelves with thefe matters, on a fuddes a moft oN- 
fenfive fmell began to invade our noftrils. This very 
much refembled the favour, which travellers, in fum- 
mer, perceive at their apprd^ch to that beautiful vil* 
lage of the Hague, ariiing from thofe delicious canals, 
which, as they confift of ftanding water, do at thac 
time emit odours greatly agreeable to a Dutch tafte, 
but not fo Ipleafant to any other. Thofe perfumes, 
with the affiftance of a fair wind, begin to aiFeft per- 
fons of quick olfa^ory nerves at a league*^ diftancc, 
and increafe gradually as you approach. In the fame- 
manner, did the fmell I have juft mentioned, more 
and more invade us, till one of the fpirits, looking 
out of the coach-window, declared we were juft ar- 
rived at a very large city ; and indeed he had fcarce 
faid fo, before we found ourfelves in the fuburbs, and 
at the^fame time, the coachman being aflced by ano- 
ther, informed us, that the name of^this place was 
tjie City of Difeafes, The road to it was extremely 
ftnooth;,^andj, excepting the above-mentioned favour,^ 
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delightfully pleafant. The ftreets of the foburbs 
were lined with bagnios, taverns and cooks fhops ; 
in the firft we faw many beautiful women, but in 
tawdry drefles, looking out of the windows ; and ia 
the latter, were vifibly expofed all kinds of the richell 
dainties : but on our entering the city, we found, 
contrary to all we had feen in the other world, that 
the. fuburbs were infinitely pleafanter than the city 
it(elf. It was indeed, a very dull, dark, and melan- 
choly place. Few people appeared in the ftreets, and 
thefe, for the moit part, were old women, and here 
and there a formal grave gentleman, \Yho Teemed to 
he thinking, with large tie-wigs on, and amber-head- 
ed canes in their hands. We were all in hopes, that 
our vehicle would not flop here ; but, to our forrow, 
the coach foon drove into an inn, and we were obliged 
to alight. 

CHAP. III.^ 
^Jhe ad^ventures nve met ^with in the City of Di/eafes. 

WE had not been long arrived in our inn, where 
it ^eems we were to fpend the remainder of 
the day, before our hofl acquainted us, that it was 
cuilomary for all fpirits, in their paflage through that 
city, to pay their refpefts to that lady Difeafe, to 
whofe aiTiftance they had owed their deliverance from 
the lower world. We anfwered, we Ihould not fail 
in any complaifance, wliich was uTual to others ; upon 
which our hoft replied, he \Vould immediately fend 
porters to condud us. He had not long quitted tjie 
room, before , we were attended by fome of thofe 
grave perfons, whom I have before defcribed in large 
tie-wigs, with amber-headed canes. Thefe gentlemen 
are the ticket-porters in this city, and their canes are 
the injigniay Or tickets denoting their office. We in- 
formed them of the feveral ladies, to whom we were 
obliged, and were preparing to follow them, when 
on a fudden tliey all ftarted at one another, and left us 
in a hurry, with a frown on every countenance. We 
were furprized at this behaviour, and prefently fum- 
moned the hoft, who was no fooner ^c<^*w»x^^ ^Sx^ 
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it, than he burft Into a hearty laugh, and totd as the 
reafon was, becaufe we did not fee the gentlemen the 
jnoment tljey came in, according to the cailom of the 

flace. We anrwered with fome confufion, we had 
rought nothing with us from the other world, which 
we had been ail our lives informed was not lawful 
to do. * No, no, mafter, replied thehoft, I am ap- 
■• prized of that, and indeed it was my fault. Ifhould 
"* havefirft fentyou to my lord • Scrape; who would 

* have fupplied you with what you want. My lord 

* Scrape fupply us I faid I with aftonifhment: Sure 

* you muft Know we cannot give him fecurity ; and 

* I am convinced he never lent a fhilling without it 
^ in his life. No, Sir, anfwered the hoft, and for 

* that reafon he is obliged to do it here, where he 

* is fentenced to keep a bank, and to diftrlbute mo- 

* ney gratis to all paflengers. This bank originally 

* conliftcd of jull that fum, which he had miferably 

* hoarded up in the other world, and he is to per- 

* ceive it decreafe vifibly one (hilling a day, till it 
' is totally exhaulted : after which he is to return to 

* the other world, and perform the part of a mifer 

* for feventy years ; then being purified in the body 

* of a Hog, he is to enter the human fpecies again, 
' and take a fecond trial. Sir, faid I, you tell me 
« wonders : but if his bank be to decteafe only a fliil* 

* ling a day, how can he furnifh all paflengers ? The 

* rcll, anfwered the hoil, is fupplied again ; but in a 

* manner, which I cannot eafily explain to you. I 
' apprehend, faid I, this diftribution of his money 

* is mfiidled on him as a punifhment ; but I do not 
» fee how it can anfwer that end, when he knows it 

* to be reftored to him again. Would it not ferve 

* the purpofe as well, if he parted only with the fingle 
« fhilling, which it feems is all he is really to lofe? 
' Sir, cried the holt. When you obferve the agonies 

* with which he parts with every guinea, you will be 

* of another opinion. No prifoner condemned to 
« death ever begged fo heartily for transportation, as 

* he, 

• That MTC may mention it once for all, jn the panegyrical part 
of this work, lomc partkuUr ^«tlouu ^hjvj^ mt-^xix^ Wt in the 
futiric^ txo body* 
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* he, when he received his fentence, did go to hell, 

* provided he might carry his money with him. But 

* you will know more of thefe things, when you ar« 

* rive at the upper world ; and now, if you pleafe, 

* I will attend you to my lord's, who is obliged to 
' ibpply you with whatever you define. ' 

We foUnd his lordfhip fitting at the upper end of 
a table, on which was an immenfe fum of money, 
difpofed in fevcral heaps, every one of which would 
have purchafed the honour of fome patriots, and the 
chaility of fome prudes. The iifioment he faw us, 
he turned pale, and fighed, as well apprehending our 
bufinefs. Mine hoft accofted him with a familiar air, 
which at firft furprized me, who fo well remembered - 
the refpeft I had formerly feen paid this lord, by 
men infinitely fuperior in quality to the perfon who 
now faluted him in the following manner : * Here, 

* you lord, and be dam — d to your little fneaking 

* foul, tell out your money, and fupply your better* 

* with what they want. Be quick, firrah, orPll fetch 

* the bdadle to you. Don't fancy yourfelf in the 
•lower world again, with your privilege at your 

* a—.' He then fhook a cane at his lordfhip, who 
immediately began to tell c^t his money with the 
fame miferable air and face, which the mifer on our 
ftage wears while he delivers his bank-bills. This 
afFeded fome of us fo much, that we had certainly 
returned with no more than what would have been 
fufficient to fee the porters, had not our holl, perceiv- 
ing our c6mpaflion, begged us not to fpare a fellow, 
who In the midft of immenfe' wealth had always re- 
fufed the leaft contribution to charity. Our hearts 
were hardened with the refledlion, and we all filled 
our pockets with his money. I remarked a poetical 
fpirit in particular, who fwore he would have a hearty 
gripe at him : ' For, fays he, the rafcal not only re- 
' fafed to fubfcribe to my works ; .but fent back my 

* letter unanfwered, tho' I'm a better gentleman than 
« himfelf.' 

We how returned from this miferable obje^, great- 
ly admiring the propriety as well as jullicc of his 
pauiibment, which confiiled, as our hoft u^fottci^ 
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us, merely in the delivering forth his money ; and he 
obfcrved, we could not wonder at the pain this gave 
Jbim, fince it was as reafonable that the bare parting 
with money fhould make him miferable, as that the 
bare' having money without ufing it flioul4have made 
him happy. 

Other, tie-wig porters (for thofe we hadfummon- 
^d before refufed to vifit us again) now attended us; 
and w,e having feed them the inftant they entered the 
Toom, according to the inftruAions of our hoft, they 
bowed and fmiled, and oiFered to introduce us to 
whatever difeafe we pleafed. 

We fet out feveral ways, as we were all to pay our 
refpeds to different ladies. I diredled my porter to 
ihew me to the Fever on the Spirits, being the difeafe 
.which had delivered me from the fle(h. My guide 
and I traverfed many ilreets, and knocked at fevend 
■doors, but to no purpofe. Atone we were told, lived 
the Confumption ; at another, the Maladie Alamode, 
a French lady; at the third, theDropfy ; at the fourth, 
the Rheumatifm ; at the fifth. Intemperance ; at the 
iixth. Misfortune. I was tired, and had exhaufted 
my patience, and almoft my purfe ; for I gave my 
porter a new fee at every blunder he made ; when my 
guide, with a folemn countenance> told me, he could 
do no more; and marched off without any further 
ceremony. 

He was no fooner gone, than I met another gen- 
tleman with a ticket, i. e. an amber- headed cane in 
his hand. I firfl feed him, and then acquainted him 
with the name of the difeafe. He call himfelf for 
two or three minutes into a thoughtful pofture, then 
pulled a piece of paper out of his pocket', on which 
he writ fomething in one of the, oriental languages, I 
believe; for I could not read a fyllable : he bade me 
carry it to fuch a particular fhop, and telling me it 
would do my bufinefs, he took his leave. 

Secure, as I now thought my felf of my direftion, 
I went to the fhop, which very much refembled an 
.apothecary's. The perfon who officiated, having read 
the paper, took down about twenty different jars, and 
pourwg fomething oat of every one of them, made 
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a^ixtarey which he delivered tome in a bottle, hat*- 
^ing fird; tied a paper round the Reck of it> on which 
were written three or four words, the laft containing 
eleven fyilal^^. I mentioned the name of the difeafe 
I wanted to £nd out ; but received no other anfwer^ 
than that he had done as he was ordered, and the 
"drugs were excellent. 

I BEGAN now to be enraged, and quitting the ihop 
with fome anger in my countenance, I intended to 
find out my inn : but meeting in the way a porter, 
whofe countenance had in it fomething more pleafing 
than ordinary, I fefolved to try once more, and clapt 
a fee into his hand. As foon as I mentioned the 
difeafe to him, he laughed heartily, and told me T 
had been impofed on : for in reality, no fuch difeafe 
was to be found in that xity. He then enquired into 
the particulars df my cafe, and was no fooner ac* • 
qnamted with them, than he informed me that the 
Maladie Alamode was the lady to whom I >vbs 
obliged. I thanked him, and immediately went to 
pay my refpefts to her. 

The houfe, or rather palace, of this lady, was 
one of the mod beautiful and magnificent in the 
city. The avenue to it was planted with fycamore-* 
trees, with beds of flowers on each iide^ it was ex- 
tremely pleafant, but Ihort. I was conduced through 
a magnificent hall, adorned with feveral ftatues and 
balloes, moft of them maimed, whence I concluded 
them all to be true antiquities ; but was informed they 
were the' figures of feveral modem heroes, who had 
died martyrs to her ladyfhip's caufe. .1 next mount- 
ed through a large painted flair- cafe, where feveral 
perfons were depiftured in caricatura ; and upon eti- 
quiry, was told they were the portraits of thofc who 
Jbad diftinguilhed themfelves againft the lady in the 
lower world. I fuppofe, I -fhould have known the 
faces of rcany phyficians and furgeons, had they not 
been fo violently diftorted by the painter. Indeed, he 
had exerted fo much malice in his work, that 1 be- 
lieve he had himfelf received fome particular favourt 
from the lady of this manfion ; It is difficult to con- 
ceive a group of ilranger figate^* i >^\i ^\i\R\^^ -a^ 

Vol., V. L, Vi'^^ 
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long room hung round with the pi£lures of womeft of 
fuch exad fhapes and features, that I ihould have 
thought myfelf ia a gallery of beauties^ had not a 
certain fallow palenefs in their compfexions given me a 
more diAaHeful idea. Through this, I proceeded to 
a fecond apartment, adorned,, if I may fo qall it, 
with the figures of old ladies. Upon my (eeming to. 
iidmire at this furniture, the fervant told me with a 
fmile, that thefe had been very good friends of his 
lady, and had done her eminent fervice in the lower 
i^vorld. I immediately recollected the faces of one or 
two of my acquaintance, who had formerly kept 
bagnio's : but was very much furprized to fee there^- 
femblance of a lady of great diilindiqn in fuch com- 
pany. The fervant, upon my mentioning this, made 
110 other anfwer than that his lady had pidures of all ^ 
degrees. 

1 WAS now introduced into the prefence of the lady 
lerfclf. She was a thin, or rather meagre perfon, 
very wan in the countenance, had no nofe, and many 
pimples in her face. She offered to rife at my en- 
trance, but could not ftand. After many compli- 
Tiients, much congratulation on her fide, and the moft 
fervent expreffions of gratitude on mine, ihe aiked me 
many queltions concerning the fituation of her afiairs ' 
in the lower world ; moll of which I anfwered to her 
entire fjtisfaftion. . At lail with a kind of forced 
fmile, fhe faid, I fuppofe the Pill and Drop go on 
fwimmingly. I told her, they were reported to have 
done great cures. She replied, fhe. could apprehend 
no danger from any perfon, who was not of regular 
pra6dce ; for however fimple mankind are, faid ihe, 
or however afraid they are of death* they prefer 
dying in a regular manner to being cured by a nof- 
trupi. She then exprefs'd great pleafure at the ac- 
count I gave her of the'^eau-monde. She faid, fhe 
had, herfclf, removed the hundreds of Drury to the 
hundreds of Charing-crofs, and was very much de- 
lighted to find they had fprcad into St. James's; that 
fhe imputed this chiefly to feveral oT her dear and 
woTih/ friends, who had lately publifhed their excel* 
icnt works, endeavouring to extirpate all notions of 
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religion and vlrtde ; and particularly to the deierving 
author of cheBatchclor's Eflimate, to whom, faid ihe. 
if I had not-reafon to think he was a fiurgeon, and 
had therefore written from mercenary views, I could 
never fufficiently own my obligations. She fpoke like- 
wife greatly in approbation ofthe method b generally 
nfed by parents, of marrying children very young, 
and without the lead: affedion between tl^ parties; 
and concluded by faying, that if thefe f^Oiions con- 
tinved to fpread, ihe doubted not, but ihe fhoald 
ihortlybethe only dlfeafe who would ever receive a 
vifit from any perfon of confiderable rank. 

While we were difcourfing, her three daughter* 
entered the room. They were all called by hard 
names y the eldeft Svas named f Lepra, the fecond 
Chaeras, and the third Scorbutia. They were all 
eenteeli but ugly. I could not help obfcrving ths 
'Sttle refpeft they paid their parent j which the old 
lady remarking in my countenance, as foon as the/ 
quitted the* room, which (bon happened, acquainted 
me with her unjiappinefs in her offspring, every 
one of which had the confidence to deny themfelves 
to.be her children, though (he faid fhe had been a 
very indulgent mpther, and had plentifully provided 
.for them all. As family complaints generally ai 
much tire the hearer, as they relieve him who makes 
them,- when I found her launching farther into this 
fttbjed, 1 refolved to put an end to my vilit ; and 
taking my leave, with many thanks for the favour 
file had done me, I returned to the inn, where I 
found my fellow-travellers jufl mounting into their 
vehicle. I (hook hands with my hofl, and accom- 
panied them into the coach, which immediately after 
proceeded on its journey. 

Ir 2 CHAP. 

f Thcfe lad'.es, I believe, by thvir Aunes, prefixed over the 
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CHAP. IV. 

D/Jcour/es on the road, an J a defcriftion of the palace of 
Death. 

WE were all filent for fome minntes, till beint 
well fhaken into our feveral feats, J opencl 
my mouth iiril, and related what had happened to me 
after our reparation in the city we had juit left. The 
reft of the company, except the grave female Ipirir, 
whom our reader may remember to have refiifed giv- 
ing an account of the diHemper which occafioi^ed 
her difTolution, did the fame. It might be tedious to 
relate th^fe at large, we (hall therefore only mention 
a very remarkable inveteracy which the Surfeit de- 
clared to all the other difeafes, efpecially to the Fever, 
ivho fhe faid, by the roguery or the porters, received 
acknowledgments from numoerlefs pafTengers, which 
were due to herfelf. * Indeed (fays fhe) thofe canc- 

* headed fellows (for fo fhe called them, alluding, I 

* fuppofe, to their ticket) are conftantly making fnch 
' miftakes; there's no gratitude in thofe fellows; fori 
' am fure they have greater obligations to me than to 

* any other difeafe, except the vapours.* 'Thcfe rela- 
tions were no fooner over, than one; of the company 
informed us, we were approaching to the mofl noble 
building he had ever belield, and which we learnt 
from our coachman, was the palace of De^th. Its 
outfide, indeedi appeared extremely magnificent. Its 
ibrufture was of the Gothic order : vafl beyond ima- 
gination, the whole pile confifting of black marble. 
Rows of immenfe yews form an amphitheatre roand 
itoffuch height and thicknefs, that no rav .of the 
fun ever perforates this grove ; where black eternal 
darJcnefs would reign, was4t not excluded by innu- 
merable lamps, which are placed in pyramids round 
the grove. So that the dmant refleftion they caft on 
the palace, which is plentifully gilt with gold on the 
outfide, is inconceivably folemn. To this I may add, 
the hollow murmur of winds conftantly heard from 
the grove, and the very remote found of roaring waters. 

Indeed^ 
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Indeed, every circamftance feems to confpire to fill 
the mind with horror and confternation as we ap- . 
proach to this palace ; which we had fcarce time to 
admire, before our vehicle flopped at the gate, and . 
we were defired to alight in order to pay our refpefbr 
to his moft mortal majefty, (this being the title which 
it feems he alToiiies.) The outward court was full of 
fold iers, and ^ indeed^ the whole very much refem- 
bled the ftatc of an earthly monarch, only more mag- 
nificen t. We pafFed through feveral courts, into a vail 
ball, which led to a fpaciossf^air-cafe, at the bottom of 
which ftood two pages, witfe very grave countenances j. 
whom I recoUefted afterwards to^have formerly beea 
▼ery eminent undertakers, and were in reality the 
only difmal faces I faw here : for this palace, fo awful 
and treinendous without, is all gay and fprightly with- 
in, fo that we ieon loft all thofe difmal and gloomy* 
ideas we had contra^ed in approaching it. Indeed, 
the ftill filence maintained among the guards and at- 
tendants refembled rather the ftately pomp of eaflem 
courts ; but there was on every face fuch fymptoms 
of content and happinefs, that difFufed an air of 
cbearfulnels aU round. We aicended the Hair-cafe, and 
pa£fed through many noble apartments, whofe walls 
were adorned with various battle-pieces in tapeflry, 
and which we fpent fome time in obferving. Thefe 
brought to my mind thofe beautiful ones I had in my 
life-time feen at Blenheim, nor could I prevent my 
curiofity from enquiring where the duke of Marlbo- . 
joagh's viftories were placed ; (for I think they were 
almoft the only battles of any eminence I had 
read of, which I did not meet with :) when the Ike-^ 
leton of a beef-eater (hakinghis head, told me, acer- 
tain gentleman, one Lewis XIV. who had great in- 
tereft with his moll mortal majefty, had prevented any 
fuch from being hung up there ; befides, fays he, his 
majefty hath no great refpedl for that duke, for he 
never fent him auibjedt he could keep from him, nor 
did he ever get a iingle fubjed by his means, but he 
loft looo others for him. We found the prefencc 
chamber, at our entrance, very full, axid^ Wi.x-wv 
L. 3 ^^NiJ^ 
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through it, as in all afTcmblieSf before the principal 
Hgure enters ; for his n):ijeily was not yet come out. 
At the bottom of the room were two perfons in cloi'e 
conference, one with a ftjuare black capon his head, 
and the otlier with a robe embroidered with flames of 
hrc, Ihefe, J was informed, were, a judge long 
£nce dead, and an inquifi tor-generals I overheard 
them difputing with great eagernefs^ whether the one 
had hanged, or the other burnt the molk. While I 
was liilening to this difpute^ which feenied to be in no 
likelihood of a fpeedy decifion, the emperor entered 
the room, and placed himfelf between two figures, 
one of which was remarkable for the roughnefs, and 
the other for the beauty of his appearance. TJiefe 
were, it feems, Charles XII. of Sweden, and A- 
lexander of Macedon. I was at too great a diftance 
to hear any of the coverfation, fo coald only fatisfy 
jny curiofity by contemplating the feveral perfooages 
prefent, of wliofe names I informed my (elf by a page, 
who looked as pale and meagre as any court page in 
the other world, but was fomewhat more moddl. He 
ihewed me here two or three Turkiih emperors, to 
whom his moft xnortal majefty feemed to exprefs mack 
civility. Here were likewiie ieveral of the Roman em- 
perors, among whom none feemed fomuch carefledas 
Caligula, on account, as the page told me, of hit 
pious wiih, that he could fend all the llomans hither 
at one blow. The reader may be perhaps furpriaed 
that I faw no phyficians here ; as indeed was I myfelf, 
till informed that they were all departed to the city of 
difeafes, where they were bufy in an. experiment tQ 
purge away tne immortality of the foul. 
. Ix would be tedious tarecolle^ the many individnaM 
I faw here : . but I cannot omit a fat iigure well dnik 
in the French fafhion, who was received with extraor« 
dinary coniplaifance by the emperor, and whom I 
imagined to be Lewis XIV. himfelf; but the page 
acquainted me he was a celebrated French cook. 

We were at length introduced to the royal pre- 
sence, and had the honour to kifs haads. His majelly 

aiked 
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aflced us a few queilions, not very material to relate, 
and fooh after retired-. 

When we returned into the yard, we found our 
caravan ready to fet out, at which we all declared 
oiirfelves well pleafed ; for we were fuflkiently lircd 
with the formality of a court, notwithftanding its 
outward iplen4or and magnificence. 

CHAP V. 

^e travellers proceed on their journey ^ and meet fetreral 
fpirits^ 'vjho are coming into the Jiejh, 

WE now came to the banks of the great rivtr 
Cocytus, where we quitted our vehicle, and 
pafied the water in a boat, after which we were obliged. 
to travel on foot the reft of our journey ; and now we 
met, for the firft time, fcvrral paflengers travelling to 
the world we bad left, who informed us they were 
fouls going into the flelh. 

Tur two firft we met were walking ?jm. in arm in 
YtXY clofe and friendly conference ; they informed us, 
that one of them was intended for a duke, and the 
Othfer for a hackney coachman. As we had not yet ar- 
■ rived at the place where we were to depofit our paf- 
' fions, we were all furprized at the familiarity which' 
fobiifted between perions of fach different degrees, 
nor could thegrave lady help exprefling her aftonifh- 
nent at it. The fature coachman then replied, with 
a laogh, that the^^ had exchanged lots ; for that the 
duke had with his dukedom drawn- a fiirew of wife,« 
'and the coachman only a fmgle Hate*. 

As we proceeded on our journey, we nreta folemn 
fpirit walking alone with groat gravity in his counte- 
nance : our curioiity inviteil us, notwithftanding his 
refenre, to a(k what lot he had drawn. Heanfwered, 
with a fmileii he was to have the reputation of a wife 
man with 100,000/. in his pocket, and that he was 
pra6tiiing the iblemnity which he was to a£l in the 
Other world. 

A LITTLE farther we met a company of very merry 
fyiriis, whom we imagined by theii: mirth to K^.ve. 
L 4. ^si^vj.'si 
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ilrawn fomc mighty lot ; but on enquiry, they informed 
Its they were to be beggars. 

The fijTthcr we advanced, the greater numbers we 
met i and no»v we til fee ve red two l:irge roads leading 
dijlcrent ways, and of very different appearance ; die 
cnc all craggy with rocks, full as it fecmed of boggy 
grounds, and every where befetwith briars, fothalit 
was impolfible to pafs through it without the utmoft 
danger and difficulty ; the other the moft delightful 
inag. n;*ble, leadijig through the moft verdant meadows, 
painted and perfumed with all kinds of beautifid 
£owers ; in mort, the mofl wanton imagination could 
imagine nothing more lovely. Notwithllan Jing which, 
we were furprized to fee great numbers crowding into 
the former, and 4wily one or two fblitary fpirits chuf- 
ing the latter. On enquiry we were acquainted that 
the bad road wa^ the way to Greatneis, and the other 
to Goodnefs. When we expreffed our furprize at the ' 
preference given to the former, we were acquainted 
that it was cho(en for the iake of the xnufic of drums 
and trumpets, and the perpetual acclamations of the 
piob, with which thofc who travelled this way, were 
conllantly faiuted. We were told likewiie, that there 
were fevcral noble palaces to be fees, and lodged in 
on thii road, by thofe who had palTed through the 
difficulties of it, (which indeed many were not able ^ 
furmount) and great quantities of all forts of treafujge 
to be found in it ; whereas the gther had little invIdJAg 
xnore than the beauty of the way, fcarce a handfome 
building, . fave one greatly refembling a certain hodfe 
by the Bath, to be feen during that whole journey j 
sand laiUy, that it was thought very fcandaloas ah'd . 
mean-fpiiitied to travel through this, and as higl^br 
honourable and noble to pafs by the other. 

Wb now heard a violent noife^ when cafling our 
eyes forwards, we perceived a vaft number of (pirits 
advancing in purfuit of one, whom they mockea and 
infulted with all kinds of fcorn. I cannot give my 
reader a more adequate idea of this fcene, than by . 
comparinjg it to an Englifh mob condud^ing a pick- 
|)0cket to the water; oruy fuppoling'thatan incenfed 

andiene^ 
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aadience at a. play^houfe had unhappily poSeffbd them- 
fcl vcs of the miferable damned poet, borne laughed ^ 
fome hifled, fome fqawled, Ibme groaned, fome 
bawled, fome fpit at him, fome threw dirt at him» 
It was impoffiblc not to afc who or what the wretched 
^irit was, whom they treated in this barbarous man- 
ncr s when to our great furprizc> we were informed 
thac it was a king : we were likewife told, that this 
manner of behaviour was ufaal among the fpirits to 
thofe who drew the lots of emperors, kings, and other 
great men, not from envy or anger, but mere darilftoii 
and contempt of earthly grandeur : that nothing was 
more common, than for thofe who had drawn thcfe 
great prists, as tons they fecmed, to exchange them 
with taylors and coblers ; and that Alexander the 
Great and Diogenes had formerly done fo ; he that 
was afterwards Diogenes having originally fallen on 
the lot of Alexander. 

And now on a (iidden, the mockery ceafed, and 
the king fpirit having obtained a hearing, began to' 
fpeak as follows : for we were now near enoOgh to 
hear him diftin£tly» 

• Gentlbmeit, 

* I am juilly furprized at your trea^g me In tMs ' 
' manner ; fmce whatever lot I have drawn, I did not 
' chiife : if therefore it be worthy of deriiion, you 
' flu>iild compaffionate me,' for it mi^ht have ^llea 
' to any of your ffaares. I kiww in how low a light 

* the ^tion to which fate hath affigned me is conii- 
' dered here, and that, when ambition doth not fop* 
' port it, it becomes generally fo intolerable, that there 

* IS fcarce any other condition for which it is not g'ad- 
' }y exchanged : for what portion in the world to wnicH 
' we are going, is £> miferable as that of care f Shoul 1 

* I therefore confider myfelf as become by this loi 

* eflentially yout fuperior, and of a higher order of 

* being than the reft of my fellow->creatares : fhould I 

' foolilhhr imagine myfelf without wifdom fuperior t) \ 

* the m\e, without Icnowledge to the learned, with- ' 
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' out courage to the brave, and without goodnefr 

* and virtue to the good and virtuous ; furdy (o pre- 
' pofterous, fo abfurd a pride would juftiy render 

* me the objedl of ridicule. But far be it from mt 
' to entertain it. And yet, gentlemen, I prize the 
*■ lot I have drawn, nor would I exchange it with any 

* of yours, feeing it is in my eye fo much greater 
' than the reft. Ambition, which I own myfelf poT- 

* fefTed of, teaches me this. Ambition, which makes 
' me covet praife,. aflures me, that I (hall enjoy t 
' much largef proportion of it than can fall within 

* your power either to deferve or obtaip. I am then 
' fuperior to you all, when I am able to do more 
' gcxxl, and when I execute that power. What 
' the father is to the fon, the guardian to the or- 
' phan, OF the patron to his client, that am I to yoo. 
' You are my children, to whom I will be a father, 
' a guardian, and a patron. Not one evening in my 

* long reign (for ib it is to be) will I repofe myfelf 
' to refl, without the gleriQus, the heart-warming 

* confideration, that thoofands that night owe their 

* fweetefl reft to me. What a delicions foitane if it 
' to him, whofe ftrongeft appetite is doing good, to 
' have every day the opportunity and the powe^ of ia- 
' tisfying it ! It fuch a man hath ambition, how hap- 
« py IS it for him to. be feated fo on high, that every 
' a^ blazes abroad, and attraAs to him praifes tainted^ 

* with, neither iarcaim nor adulation ; but fach ^ 
' the Dicefi and xnoft delicate mind may reHih t Thos^ 
*■ therefore, while yon derive youz good from me, I 
' am your fuperior. .If to my.ftriSdiftribation of 
' jttftice youbwe the fafety of your property firomdo- 
' meftic enemies: if by my vigilance and ralouryon 
^ are protected from foreign foes : if by my encouirage- 

* ment of genuine. induftry, every faence^ every itt 

* which, can embellilh orfwceten life is produceaand 

* Sourifties's^mong-you ; will any of you be lb infen-. 
' £ble or ungratefnU. a9 to deny praife and reiped to 
' him, by. wMo- cane and .coiidttft y«a enjoy theft/ 
*■ hld&ngnh IwondertBOt at thecenfure vthick fo fie^ 
' quently faUa.on thofe in my ftation; ktttI<wonder 
*■ tliat thofe in my ftauon;. (b fTtavLeutlv deferve it. 
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'*' What ftrange jpcrverfenefs of nature ! What wanto^ • 
' delight in mifchief mul taint his compoiition, who 
^ prerers dangers, difficulty, and diferace^ by doing 
■* evil, to fafcty, eafe, and honour, oy doing good ? 

• who refufcs hajppinefs in the other world, and hea* 

• ven in this, for mifery there, and hell here? But- 

• "be afTured, my intentions arc different. I ihall al- 

• ways endeavour the eafe, the happinefs, and the 
' glory of my people, being confident that by fo do- 

• ing> I take the moft certain method of procuring 

• them all to myfelf.'*— He then (Iruck diredly into • 
the road of Goodnefs, and received fuch a ihout of 
applaufe, as I never remember to have heard equalled. 

He was gone a little way, when a fpirit limped s 
after him, fwearing he would fetch him bftck. I'his 
fpirit, I was prefently informed, was oae who had: 
arawn the Ibtof his prime miniiler. 

C HiA P. VL 

Am acc%unt of the nj^eel of FoPtunOy tmtl^ a mtthod of '^ 
preparing a fpirit far this nmrU. 

WE now proceeded on our journey, without flay* - 
ing to fee whether he fulfilled his word or no ; 
-aad, without encountering any thing worth mention* 
iag, came to the place where the fpirits on their paf- 
iage to the other world were obliged to deddc bv lot 
the ftation in which ever^ one was. to aA there. Here 
was a monflrous wheel> infinitely larp;er than thofe in -. 
which I had formerly feen lottery tickets deported. . 
This was called the Wheel of FortItne, The 
eoddefsiherfelf was prefent. She was one of the mod 
deformed fentales I ever beheld ; nor could I help ob- 
ferviog- the frowns fbe expreflH when any beautiful ' 
ipirit of her own fex pafied by hejE, nor the affability, 
which fmiled in her countenance on the approach of . 
any handfome male fpirits. Hence I .accounted for . 
1^ truth of an obfervation I had often made on \ 
earth, that nothing is more fortunate than handfome - 
men» nor more unfortunate than handfome women. . 
The reader may be perhaps pleafed with au a.cc<^>\ti^cA 
L.0 : >Nn*^ 
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the whole method pf .equipping a fpirit for hiseiu 
trance into the ftcfti. 

First then, he receives from a very fage perfon, 
whofe look much rdfenj)j}ed that of an apothecary^ 
(his warehoufe likewife. }>e!aring an affinity to an apo- 
thecary's /hop) a fmall phial infcribed. The Pat he* 
TIC Motion, to be taken jull before you are born. 
This potion is. a mixture of all the paffions, but la 
no exadi proportion, fo that fometimes one predomi- 
nates and fometimes another; nay, often in the hurry 
of making up, one particular ingredient is as wd 
were informed left out. The fpirit receiveth at the 
fame time another medicine called the Nousphoric 
Decoction, of which he is to drink ixiiliBitum. Thfs 
decoftion is an extraft from the facul^!es of the mind, 
fametimes extremely ftrong and fpirituous, and fome- 
times altogether as weak : for very little care is taken 
in the preparation. This decoftion is fo extremely 
bitter and unpleafant, that notwithflanding its whole- 
fomenefs, f^veral fpirits will not be perfuaded to fwalr 
•low a drop of it j but throw it away, or give it to any 
other who will receive it : by which means fome who 
were not difgufled by the naufeoufnefs, drank doubJe 
and treble portions. I obferved a beautiful young fe- 
male, who tafting it immediately from cuiioiity, 
fcrewed up her face and caft it from her with great 
difdain, whence advancing prefently to the wheel, (he 
drew a coronet, which (he clapped up fo eagerly, that 
I CQuld not diilinguiih the degree ; and indeed, I ob- 
ferved feveral of the fame fex, after a very fmall fif , 
throw the bottles away. 

As foon as the fpirit is difmif&d by tlte operator, 
or apothecary, he i^ at liberty to approach the wheel, 
>vhere he hath a right to extraS afi&glelot: bat 
thofe whom fbrtun^ favours, fhe permits fometimes 
fccretly to draw three or four. I obferved a comical 
kind of figure who drew forth a handful, which,, 
when he opened, were a bifhop, a general,, a privv* 
counfellor, a plaver, and a poet l^ureat, and returs- 
ing the three fixft| he walked off fmiling with the two 

EVEE< 



*' EviRY fiDgle lot oonuine^ two tit m6re articles, 
whicli were generally difpoied fb as' ta render the Ipu 
u equal as pofl^ble to each other* ' 
On 0Q6 was written Earl^ 
Riches^ 
Health, 
• • . l^tfquiztude\ 

Oaanptherj Cubier, 

Good-humour* 
On a Third, Poet, 

Contempt f 
Sdf'fatisfaSiioiu 
On a Fourth, General^ 

Honour y 
Di/conient, 
On a Fifth, Cottage, 

Happy -h*ve* 
On-ia Sixth, Coach and Six, 

Impotent jealous huJhandL 
On a Seventh, Prme-mimficr^. 

Difgrace. 
On an Eighth, Patriot,. 

Glory. 
On a Ninth, Philofopher,, 

Po'verty, 
Ea/e. 
Oft-aTenth> Merchant,, 

Miches,. 
Care. 
And indeed the whole feemed to contain fuch a niix-» 
tore of good and evil, that it would have puzzled ma 
which t& chufe. I muft not omit here, that in tvtry 
' lot was direded whether the drawer ihould marry or 
remain in celibacy,^ the married lots being all marked 
with a. large pair of horns. . 
' We were obliged^ before we quitted this place, ta 
take each of us an emetic from the apothecary,, 
which immediately purged us of all our earthly paC- 
'fions, and prefently the cloud forfook our eyes, as it 
doth thofe of iEneas in Virgil when removed by Ve- 
%as4 and w9 difcerned things in 2l muO\ ^^^^Xx^il. 
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than before. We began to compaiHoBate thofc fpi- 
rits who were making their entry into the flcfli, whom 
we ha4 till then fecretly envied> and to long eafferljr 
for thofe delightful plains which now opened them- 
felves to our eyes, and to which we now kaftened with 
the utmoil eagernefs. On our way, we met with fe- 
veral fpirits with very deje^ed countenances; hot 
our expedition would not fufFer us to afk any quef. 
tions. 

At length j we arrived at jthe gate of Elyfium. 
Here was a prodigious crondof fpintt waiting for ad* 
mittance, fome* of whom were aidmitted» and ibme 
were reje£led : for all were- ftridtty examined by the- 
porter, whom I. foon discovered to be the celebrated: 
judge Minos. 

C H AS VII. 

9^h( proceedings of judge Minos> atf&egat<t§fEly^tim^ 
NOW got near enough to the gate, to hear the 



I 



feveral claims of thole who endeavoared to pafs. 

The firft, among other pretentions, fet forth, that ho- 
had been very liberal to an hofpital ; but Minos an- 
fwered, . Often cation*, and repulfed him. The iecond ^ 
exhibited, that he had cpnftantly frequented hischurch*.. 
been a rigid obferver of. fail-days. He likfwife re> 
prefented the great aaimoEty he had (hewn to vice in ^ 
others, whichneverefcapedhisfevereftcenful^l and». 
as to his own behaviour, he had never been once 
guilty of whoring, drinking^ gluttony, or any other. • 
excels. He faid, he had diiinherited his fon forget- 
ting a baftard.-— ^Have you fo, faid Minos, then 
!>ray return into the other worid and begets mother ; . 
or fuch an unnatural rafcal fhall never pafs this gate. . 
A dozen others, who had advanced with very confi* - 
dent countenances, feeing him rejected, turned about . 
of their own accord, .declaring, if he could^not paff^ ,. 
they had no expedtation, and accordingly they fol- - 
lowed him back to earth ; which -was th« fate of all ^ 
who were repulfed, they being obliged to takeia far« 
tJicr purification, unlefs thofc who wereguilty of (ome j 
rcrjr Acinous crimes, wlio vj«ft\kxs&\^«l \ii ax ^ Utile 
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back gate, whence tkey tumbled immediately into 
the bottomlefs pit. 

T.RX next fpirit that came up, declared, he had 
done neither good nor evil in the world ; for that 
fince his anival at man's eftate, he had fpent his 
whole time in iearch of coriofities ; and particularly 
in the ftudy of butterflies, of which he had colleded 
an immenfe number. Minos made him no anfwer, 
but with great fcom pufhed him back. 

The an now advanced a very beautiful Spirit in- 
deed. She began to ogle Minos the moment fhe fkw. 
him. She fM^ fhe hoped there was fome merit in 
refufing a great number of lovers^ and dying a maid, 
fchoagh fhe had had the choice of a hundred. Minos 
told her (he had not refufed enow yet, and turned 
her back. 

She was fucceeded by a fpirit, whotoM thejudge,. 
he believed his works would fpeak for him. What 
works? anfwered Minos. My dramatic works, re*. 
plied the other, which have done fo much good in 
recommeuding virtue and puniihing vice. — Very well>^ 
£ud the judge, if you. plfafe to ftand by, the firft 
peribn who paf&s the gate by your means,, fliail carry 
yon in with him : but if yoii will take my advice, t, 
think, for expedition fake, you had better return and 
Jive another hife upon earth. The bard grumbled at 
this, and replied, that befides his poetical works, he 
had done fome other good things : for that he had. 
ence lent, the whole profits of a benefit night to a.; 
friend, and by that means had faved'him and his fa«. 
nily from deftrudion. Upon this, thegate flew open,. 
and Minos defired him to walk in, telling him, if 
he had mentioned this atfirft, he might have fpared. 
the remembrance of his plays. Th&.poet anfvvcrpd, . 
be believed, if Minos had read his works, he would 
fet a higher value on them. He wa5 then beginning^.- 
to repeat, but Minos pufhed him forward, . and turn- 
ing his back to him, applied himielf to the next paf- 
ii^ger, a very genteel fpirit, who made a very low. 
hpw to Minos, and then threw himfelf into an ere^ 
^titude, and imitated„the motion of taking fci^€m\K 
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his right hand. — Minds aflced him, what he had tt 
fuy for himfelf? He anfwered, he would dance a ml' 
nuet with any fpirit in £lyfium: that he eould like* 
wife perform all his other exerci fes veiy well, and 
hoped he had in his life .deierved the chafai^r of a 
perfedt fine gentleman. Minos replied, it would be 
great pity to rob the world of fo £ne a gentleman, 
and therefore de fired him to take the other trip. The 
beau bowed, thanked the judge, and faid he defired 
no better. Several fjplrits expreJed much aHoniih- 
ment at this his fatisiadiion ; but we were afterwards 
informed, he had not taken the emetic above-men- 
tioned. 

A Mts£RABLE old ipirlt now crawkd forwards, 
whofe face I thought I had formerly feen near Well- 
minfter-Abbcy. He entertained Minos with a long 
harangue of what he had done when in the housf; 
and then proceeded to inform him how much he was 
worth, without attempting to produce a fingle in* 
ttance of any one good ailion», Minos ftopt 3ie ca- 
reer of his difcourle, and acquainted him, he moft 
take a trip back again. — What, to S— houiie, (aid 
the fpirit in an extafy? But the judge, without mak* 
ing him any anfwer, turned to another, who with a 
very folemn air and great dignity, acquainted him, 
Ke was a duke. — To the right about, Mr. duke, cried 
Minos, you are infinitely too great a man for Elyfi- 
um ; and then giving him a kick on the b— <h, hfr 
addrefTed himfelf to a ifpirit, who with fear and trem- 
bline begged he might not go to the bottomlefs pit : 
he faid, he hoped Minos would confider, that though 
be had gone allray, he had fuffered for it ; that it was 
neceility which drove him to the robbery of eighteen 
pence, which he had committed, and for wJiich he 
was hanged : that he had done fome good a£lions in 
his life, ^that he had fupported an aged parent with 
his labour, that he had been a very tender hufband 
and a kind father, and that he had ruined himfelf by 
being bail for his friend. At which wopds the gate 
opened, and Minos bid him enter, giving hiln a flap 
en the back as he pafs'd by him*. 
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A GREAT number of fpirits now came forwards, 
Tvho al! declared they had the fame claim^ and that 
the captain fliould fpeak for them. He acquainted 
the judge, that they had been all flain in the fervicc 
of their country. - Minos was going to admit them^ 
but had the curioAty to afk. who had been the invader^ 
in order, as he (aid, to prepare the back gate for hire. 
The captain anfwered, they had been the invaders 
themielves, that they had entered the enemies coun- 
try, and burnt and plundered feveral cities. — And 
for what reafon ? faid Miaos. — By the command of 
him who paid us, faid the captain, that is the reafon 
of a folJier. We are to execute whatever we are . 
commanded, or we fhoulJ be a difgrace to the army, 
and vcry^little de/erve our pay. You are brave fel- 
lows, indeed, faid Minos, but be pleafed to face 
about, and obey my command for once, in returning 
back to the other world : for what (hould fuch fel- 
lows as you do, where there are no cities to be burnr^ 
nor people to be deilroyed ? But let me advife you to 
have a ftridtcr regard to truth for the future, and not 
call the depopulating other countries the fervice of 
your own. The captain anfwered, in a rage, D — ti 
me, do you give me the lye ? and was going to take 
Minos by the nofe, had not his guards prevented him* 
and immediatly turned him and all his followers back 
the fame road they came. 

Fou R fpirits informed the judge, that they had 
been flarved to death through poverty ; being the fa- 
ther, mother, and two clul(&en. That ttiey had been 
honeft, and as indufbious as poilible, till ficki^efs had 
prevented the man from labour* — All that is very 
true, cried a grave fpirit, who ftood by : I know the 
faft ; for thele poor people were under my cure.— ^ 
You was, X fuppofe, the parfon of the parifh, criea 
Minos; I hope you had a good living. Sir. That 
was but a fmallone, replied the fpirit : but I had ano-« 
ther a little better.— Very well, (aid Minos, let the 
poor people pafs.-— At which the parfon was i^epping^ 
forwards with a (lately gait before them ; but Minos 
caught hold of him, and pulled him back,, faying^ 
Not fo fail, doctor ; yo{\ mull take otve &R^isws«*vt^.^ 
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the other world iiril ; for no man enters that gate with* 
out charity. 

A VERY ilately figure now prcfented himfelf, and 
informing Minos he was a patriot, began a very florid 
harangue on public virtue, and the liberties of Ids 
country. Upon which, Minos (hewed him the at- 
moft refpeft, and ordered the gate to be opened. The 
patriot was not contented with this applauie— he faid^ 
he had behaved as well in place as he had in the op- 
pofition ; and that though he was now obliged to 
embrace the court-meafures, yet he had behaved very 
honellly to his friends, and brought as many in as was 
poflible.---Hold a moment, fays Minos, on fecond 
conii deration, Mr. Patriot, I think a man of your 
great virtue and abilities will be fo much mifs'dby 
your country, that if I might advife you, you fhoald 
take a journey back again. I am fure you will not 
decline it, for I am certain yon will with great rea- 



dinefs facrilice your own happinefs to the public 
^ood. The patriot flniled, awd told Minos, he be- 
lieved he was in jeft; and was offering to enter the 



gate, but the judge laid fail hold of him, and infifted 
on his return, which the patriot (Hil declining, heat 
lall ordered his guards to feize him, and condnd hix% 
back. 

A SPIRIT now advanced, and the gate was imme- 
diately thrown open to him, before he had fpoken a 
word. I heard tome whifper,-— -That is our laftLord 
Mayor. 

It now came to our companv's turn. The fair 
fpirit, iK^ich I mentioned with to much applanfe, in 
tne beginning of my journey, pafs'd through very 
eafily ; but the grave lady was rejefted on her firft ap- 
pearance, Minos declaring, there was not a iingle 
prude in Elyiium. 

Th e judge then addrefs*d himfelf to me, who little- 
cxpeded to pafs this fiery trial. I confefs'd 1 had in- 
dulged myfclf very freely with wine and women in 
my youth, but had never done an injury to any man 
living, nor avoided an opportunity of doing good ; 
that I pretended to very little virtue more than gene- 
rsd philanthropy, ani ptiyaxje ^nfctvd^v^. — I was ^ro- 
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ceeding» when Minos bid me enter the gate, and not 
indulee xnyfelf with trumpeting forth my virtues. 1 
accordingly pafs'd forward with my lovely companion, 
and embracing her with vaft eagernefs, but fpiritual 
inaocence^ihe returned my embracing in the fame man- 
ner, and we both congratulated ourfclves on our arri- 
val in this happy region, whofe beauty no panting 
of the imagination can defciibe. 

CHAP. vm. 

9'be advintures nvJbhh the author met on hisjirfi entrance 
into Eljjtum, 

WE purfued our way through a delicious grove 
of orange-trees» where I faw infinite numbers 
of IpiritSy tvtty one of whom I knew, and was known 
by them: (for ipirits here know one another by in- 
tuition.) I prefently met a little daughter, whom I 
bad loft feveral years before. Good gods ! what 
wofds can defcribe the raptures, the melting paffion- 
onate tendernefs, with which we kifs'd each other, 
coatinuing in our embrace, with the mod extatic joy, 
a j^ace» which if time had been meafured here as on 
earth, could not beleii than half a year. 

The firft fpirit with whom I entered into difcourfe, 
was the famous Leonidas of Sparta. I ac(^uainted 
him with the honours which had been done lum by a 
celebrated poet of our nation ; to which he anfwered, 
he was very much obliged to him. 

Wb were prefently afterwards entertained with the 
moft delicious voice I had ever heard, accompanied 
bv a violin, equal to Signior Piantanida. I prefently 
difcovered the mufician and fongfter to be Oipkeus 
and Sappho. 

Ol d Homer was prefently at this concert, (if I may 
fo call it) and madam Dacier fat in his lap. He afked 
much after Mr. Pope, and faid he was very defirous 
of feeing him ; £ot that he had read his Uiad in his 
tranflation with almofl as much delight as he be- 
lieved he had given others in the original. I had the 
curiolity to enquire whether he had really writ that 
poemin deuche4 pieces^ and (uug u dM^x. ^Ar^i^kSA^^ 
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all over Greece, according to the report which went 
of him ? He fmiled at my qaefiion, and alked me 
whether there appeared any connection in the poem; 
for if there did, he thought I mig^t anfwer myfelt. 
I then importuned him to acquaint me in whickof 
the cities which contended for the honour of his 
birth, he was really bom ? To which he anfwercd— 
Upon my foul, I can't telJ. 

Virgil then came up to me> wi.h Mr. Addifon 
under his arm. Well, Sir, faid he, how many tranf- 
lations have thefe few laft years prodocjed of of 
^neid ? I told him, I believed fevera], but I could 
not poffibfy remember ; for that I had never read any 

but Dr. Trapp's. Ay, faid he, that is a cnriobt 

piece indeed ! I then acquainted him with the difco- 
yery made by Mr. Warburton of the Eleuiinian myf- 
teries couched in his fixth book. What myftcries? 

'faid Mr. Addifon. l*he Eleuiinian, anfwered Virgilr 
which J have difclofed in my iixth book« How ! re* 
I>lied Atidifon. You never mentioned a word of any 
fuch myfleries to me in kU our acquaintance. 1 
thought it was unnecefiary^ cried the other, to a siai 
of your infinite learning : befides, you always told 
me, you perfeAly underftood my meanings Upon 
this I thought the critic looked a little out of tounte* 
nance, and turned aiide to a very merry fpirit, one 
Dick Steele, who embraced him, and told him. He 
had been the greateil man upon earth ; that he readily 
refigned up aO the merit or his own works to him. 
Upon which^ Addifon gave him a gracious fmile, and 
clapping him on the back with much folemnity, cxiad 
out. Well faid, Dick. 

I THE N obferved Shakefpeare fUnding between Bet- 
terton and Booth, and deciding a difference between 
thofc two great a£tors» concerning the placing an ac- 
cent in one of his lines : tliis was difputed on boti 
iides with a warmth which, furprized me in Elyfinin, 
till I difcovered by intuition, that every foul retained 
its principal charaderiilic, being, indeed, its very 
effence. The line was that celebrated one in Othella;^ 

Put out the light J and tlxn put out tbt iigbit 
according to Bci^teitoa. Mt, B^tk contended to hawe 

hth^si ^^ 
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Put out ihe light, and then put out thz light. 
could not help offering my conjecture on this dcca« 
)n, and fugeefted it mi^ht perhaps be, 

Put cut the light, and then put out T H y light. 
Qother hinted a reading y^ry fophiilicated in my 
inion. 

Put cut I he light, and then put out thee, light ; 
aking light to be the vocative cafe. Another would 
.ve altered the laft word, and read. 

Put out thy light, and then put out thj/jght. 
It Betterton faicl, if the text was co be diliurbed, he' 
w no reafbn why a word might not be changed as 
dl as a letter, and inftead of ' put out thy light,* 
u might read * put out thy eyeb.' At lall it was 
;reed on all ftdes, to refer the matter to the dccilion 
' Shakefpeare himfelf, who delivered his fentimcnts 
follows: * Faith, gentlemen, it is fo long fmce I 
wrote the line, I have forgot my meaning. This I 
know, could I have dreamt fo much nonfenfe would 
have been talked, and writ about it, I would have 
blotted it out of my works : for 1 am fure, if any 
of thefe be my meaning, it doth me ^tty little ho . 
nour.' 

He was then interrogated concerning fome other 
nb^gnous paffages in his works ; bat lie declined 
ly latisfaftory anfwer: Saying, if Mr. Theobald 
id not writ about it fufHciently, there were three or 
•lurmore new editions of his plays coming out, which 
» hoped would fatisfy every one: Concluding, 
I marvel nothing fomnck as that men will gird 
tkemfelves at difcovering obf(:ure beauties in an an- 
dior. Certes the greatefl and mofl pregnant beau- 
ties are ever the plaincft and molt evidently flrik- 
ing; and when two meanings of a paiTage can in 
the leafl balance our judgments which to prefer, I 
hold it matter of unqueilionable certainty, that nei- 
'cher of them is worth a farthing.' 
"From his works our converfation turned on his 
lOnument ; upon which Shakefpeare, (baking his 
des, and addrefling himfelf to Milton, cried out ; 
On my word, brother Milton, they have brought a 
noble fet of poets together, diey v^o^Vi VkaN^«^t\x 
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* hanged crft have convened fuch a company at tbcir 

* table, when alive.' * True, brother, anfwered Mil- 
' ton, unlefs we had been as incapable of eating then 

* as we are now.* 

CHAP. IX. 

Mofr adventures in Eljjtnm, 

ACROUD of fpirits now joined us, whom I 
(bon perceived to be the heroes, who here fre« 
quently pay their refbedls to the fcveral bards, the re- 
corders of their anions. I now faw Achilles and 
l/iyiTes addrefTmg tkemielves to Homer, and ^neai 
and Julius Csefar to V^irgil: Adam went up toBlfil- 
ton, upon which I whilpered Mr. Dryden, that I 
tliought the devil fhould have paid his compliments 
tliere, according to his opinion. Dryden only an- 
fwered, I believe the devil was in me, when I faid 
fo. Several applied themfelves to Shakefpeare, a^ 
mongil whom Henry V. made a very diftingniiiung 
appearance. While my eyes were fixed on that mo- 
narch, a very fmall fpirit came up to me, fhookme 
heartily by the hand, and told me his name was Tho- 
M A s 1' H u M B . I expreffed great fatisfadlion in feeing 
him, nor could I help fpeaking my refentment againft 
The hidorian, who had done luch injuflice to the fta- 
ture of this great little man ; which he reprefented to 
be no bigger than a fpan ; whereas I plainly perceived 
at firil fight, he was full a*foot and a half, (and the 37th 
part of an inch more, as he himfelf informed me) 
being indeed little fliorter than fome confiderable btaui 
of theprefent age. 

I ASKED this litle hero concerning the truth of 
thofe ilories related of him, viz. of the pudding, and 
the cow's belly. As to the former, he faid, it was a 
ridiculous legend, worthy to be laughed at; but as 
to the latter, he could not help owning there was fome 
truth in it: nor had he any reafon to be afhamed of 
it, as he was fwallowed by furprize ; adding with 
^reat fiercenefs, that if he had had any weapon in 
his handy the cow fhould have as foon fwallowed the 
deviU ^ He 
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Hb rpoke the laA word with Co much fury, amd 
eemed i'o confounded, that perceiving the efFe^l it 
lad on him» I immediately waved the Horyy and paf- 
mg toother matters, we had much converfation touch-^ 
ng giants. He faid, fo far from killing any, -he had 
lever feen one alive ; that he believed thofe anions 
•rerc by miftake recorded of him, inftead of Jack the 
iant>killer, whom he knew very well, and who had, 
e fancied, extirpated the race. I aiTured him to the 
ontrary^ and told him I had myfclf fecn a huge tamq 
;iant, who very complaifaatly fUid in London a whole 
winter, at the fpecial requell of feveral gentlemen 
nd ladies ; though the affairs of his family called 
lim home to Sweden. 

I Kow beheld a (lern-looking fpirit leaning on th6 
houlder of another fpirit, and prefentlv difcerned 
he former to be Oliver Cromwell, and the latter 
Charles Martel. I OAn I was a little furprlzed at fee^ 
ng Cromwell, here ; for I had been taught by my 
rrandmother, that he was carried away by the devil 
timfelf in a tempeil : but he afTured me on his ho-. 
lOur, there was not the leaft truth in that Aory. How«< 
iver, he confeiTed he had narrowly efcaped the bot^ 
omlefs pit ; and if the former part of his condufl 
lad not been more to his honour than the latter, he 
uul been certainly foufed into it. He was nevertheleii 
ent back to the upper world with his lot^ 

Cavaliei% 

Dijire/s, 
He was born for the fecond time, the day of 
Charles lid's reftoration, into a family which had loll 
I very conii(^crable fortune in the fervice cf that prince 
ind his father, for which they received the reward 
rcry often conferred by priiifes on real merit, vl^ 
— ooo. At fixteen, his father bought a fmall commiffion 
br him in the army, in which he ferved without any 
promotion all the reigns of Charles IL and of his 
>rother. At the Revolution he quitted his reginxent, 
ind followed the fortunes of his former mafter, and 
vas in his fervice dangeroufly wounded at the famous 
>attle of the Boyne, where he fou^\\X '\iv\!tw^ cac^^c^^-^ 
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of a private folJier. He recovered of this wonnd, 
and retired after tlie mfortunatekingto Pari, where 
he was reduced to fupporta wife, and fcven ch Idren^ 
(for his lot had horns in it) by cleaning fhoes, and 
fnuffing candles at the opera ; in vi^hich fituation 
after he had fpent a few miferable years, he died half- 
ftarved and broken-hearted. He then revifited Mi- 
nos, who compaiFioBating hi? Aifferings, by means of 
that family to whom he had been in his former cijpa- 
city fo bitter an enemy, fafFcred him to enter h^, 

Mt curioiity could not refrain aikin? him one 
queftioOj i. e. Whether in reality he had any deiiie 
to obtain the crown ? He fmiled and faid. No more 
than an ecclefiaftic hath to the mitre, when he cries 
Nolo Epifcopari. Indeed, he feemed to exprefs (bme 
contempt at the queftion, and prefently turned awny. 
I AvENEiiABLE fpifit Appeared next, whom I found 
to be the great hiflorian Livy. Alexander the Great 
who was juft arrived from the palace of Death, pafs'd 
by him with a frown. The hiftorian obfervin^ itfaid, 
* Ay, you may frown : but thofe troops which con- 
' qOered the bafe Afiatic flaves, would have made no 
' figure againft the Romans.' We then privately la- 
mented the lofs of the moft valuable part of his hif- 
tcry, after which he took occafion to commend the 
judicious colleflion made by Mr. Hooke, which he 
faid was infinitely preferable to all others ; and at my 
mentioning Echard's, be gave a bounce, not unlike 
the going off of a fquib, %nd was departing from ne, 
when I begged him to fatisfy my curioiity in one point, 
Whether 1^ was really fuperilitious or no i for I had 
alway believed he was, till Mr. Leibnitz had alFured 
m? to the contrary. He anfwered fullenly, — « Doth 
< Mr. Leibnitz know my mind better than myfelf?' 
and then walked away? 



t:^ k\. 
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C H A P. X. ' 

^he author is /urfrizeJ at meeting Julian t^e apofldte im 
Elyitum : but is/atisfied by him^ by <wbat means he 
procurtd bis entrance tbere. Julian relates bii advtn^ 
tuns 1m tie cbaraBer of ajla'ue, 

AS he was departing, I heard him falute a ipirit 
by the name of Mr. Julian the ^poftate. This 
exceedingly amazed me : lor I had concluded, that 
«o man ever had a better title to the bottomlefs pit 
than he. ' But I foon found, that this fame Julian 
the apoflate, was alfo the very individual archbifhop 
Latimer. He told me, that feveral lies had been 
railed on him in his former capacity, nor Was he fo 
bad a man as he had been reprefented. However, he 
had been denied admittance, and forced to undergo 
feveral fubfequent pilgrimages on earth, and to a6l 
in the different charafters ofa flave, a Jew, a peneral, 
an heir, a carpenter, a beau, a monk, a fiddler, a 
wife man^ a king, a fool, a beggar, a prince, a ftatef. 
man, a foldier, ataylor, an alderman, a poet, aktiight, 
a dancing-mafter, and three times a bilhop before his 
martyrdom, which, together with his other behaviour 
in this laft charafter, fatisfied the judge, and procured 
kirn a pafFa^e to the bleflfed regions. 

I TOLD him, fuch various charaders m-ufthave- pro- 
duced incidents extremely entertaining ; and if he 
remembered all, as I fuppofed he did, and had Icifure, 
I Ihould be obliged to him for the recital. He anfwer- 
ed, he perfedlly recollet'led every circumftance ; and 
au to Icifure, the only bufinefs of that happy place 
was to contribute to the happinefs of each other, -He 
therefore thanked me for adding to his, in propofing 
to him a method of increafing mine. I then took my 
little darling in one hand, and my favourite fellow- 
traveller in the other, and going with him to a funny 
bank of flowers, wc all fat down, and he began as 
follows : 

* I SUPPOSE, you are fufficiently acquainted with 
* my ftory, during the time I ailed the ^Ict Ci^ v\!A 
« emperor JuJian, tho' I affare you, «\\ vi\C\Ocv \vK^ 

Vol, V. M * \i^^^ 



242 A JOURNEY FROM THIS 

* been related of me is not true, particularly with rc- 

* gard to the many progcdies forerunning my death. 
' However,, they are now very little worth difputing; 

* and if they can ferve any purpofe of the hillorian, 

* they are extremely at his fervice. 

• My next entrance into the world, was at Laodi- 

* cea in Syria, in a Roman family of no great note; 

* afid beinjgr of a roving difpofitior, I came at the 

* age of fevcnteen to Conftantinople, where, after 

* about a year's ftay, I fet out for Thrace at the 
' time when the emperor Valens admitted the Gtths 

* into that conntry. I was there fo captivated with 

* the beauty of a Gothic lady, the wife of one Ro- 
' doric a captain, who(e name out of the moftde- 
« licate tenclernefs for her lovely fex, I fhall even at 

* this difhince conced ; fince her behaviour to me 

* was more tonfiftent with good-nature, than with 

* that virtue which women are obliged to prcfcrvc 

* sgainft every ailailant. In order to procure an 

* intimacy with this woman, I fold myfelf a flavc to 
' her hulband, who being of a nation not over-in- 
' clined to jealoufy, pre^nted roe to his wife, for 
' thofe very reafons, which would have induced one 

* of a jealous complexion to have with-held me from 
' her, namely, for that J was young and handfbme. 

' Matters fiicceededfo far according to iny wiih, 

* and the fequel anfwered thofc hopes which this^be- 

* ginning had raifed. I foon perceived my fervice 
« was very acceptable to her. 1 often met her eyes, 
' nor did fhe withdraw them without a coiifufion which 

* is fcarce confiftent with entire purity of hearti In- 

* deed, fhe gave me every day frefh encouragement, 
' but the unhappy diilance which circumflances had 
« placed between us, deterred me long from making 

* any dired attack ; and fhe was too ftridt an obferver 

* of decorum, to violate the (evere rules of modelly 
« by advancing iiril: but pafiion, at laf^, got the bet- 
' ter of my reipeft, and I refolvcd to make one bold 

* attempt, whatever was the confequence. Accord- 

* ingly, laying hold of the firft kind opportunity, 

* when fhe was alone, and my mailer abroad, I flout- 
' ly affiilcd the citiAd, «^d ^Mt%Rd it by florm. 



WORLD TO THE NEXT, &c, 243 

' Well may I fay by ftorm ; for the refi fiance I met 
' was extremely refolute, and indeed, as much as the 
« moil perfed decency would require. She fwore 

* often fhe would cry out for help ; but I anfweredi 

* it was in vain, feeing there was no pcrfon near to 

< affift her;. and probably fhe belicycd me, for fhe 

< ,did not once adlually cry out ; which if fhe had, I 

* might very likely^iavc been prevented. 

* When fhe found her virtue thusfubdued againft 

* her will, ihe patiently fubmitted to her fate, and 

* quietly fuiFcred me a long time to enjoy the ihofl 

* delicious fruits of my vidory ; but envious fortune 
*. refolved to make me pay a dear price for my plea- 

* (lire. One day, in the midft of our happinefs* 
' we were foddenly .furprized by the unexpecbed re- 
^ turn of her hufband, who coming direftly into 
f- hxSi wife's apartment, jufl allowed me time to creep 

* under the bed. The diforder in which he. found 

* Jiis wife, might have furprized a jealous temper; 
"* i)ut his wa5 To far othcrwife, that poffibly no mif- 
' chief might have happened, had he not by a crofs 

* accident difcovbred my legs ^ which were . not well 

* hid. : He immediately drew me out by them, and 
*.then turning to his wife with a Hern couatenance> 

* began, to handle a weapon he wore by his fide, 
' with which I am perfuaded he would have inflant- 
^ ly difpatched her, had I not very gallantly, and 

* with many imprecations, aflerted her innocence 

* and my own guilt; which,, however, I protefled 
' had hithexto gone no farther than defign. She fo 
•f well feconded mv plea (for ihe wa$ a woman of 
' wonderful art), that he was. at length impofed upon; 

* and now all his rage wa9 dire£led again d me, 

* threatening all manner of tortures, which the poor 

* lady was in- too great a fright and jconfufibrl to 
' difTuade him from executing ; and perhaps, if her 

* ..concern for me had made her attempt n,it would have 

* raifed a^jealoufy in him not ajfterw.ards to be removed. 

* After fomehefitatioa, Rodoric cried out, he had 

* luckily hit on the mofl proger puniihment for me 
' in the . world, by a method which would at once 

* do levcre juiUce on me for m^ mcavci A "\vv\itxa\c\\^ 
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* and at the fame time, prevent me from any danger 

* of execating my ^wicked purpofe hereafter. This 
' cruel refolution was immediately execated^ and I 

* was no longer worthy the name of a man. 

* Having thus disqualified me from doinjg him anj 

* future injury, he (till retained me in his family.1 
^ but the lady, very probably repenting of what flie 
' had done, and looking on me as the author of her 

* guilt, WDtfld never, for the future, give me cither 

* a kind word or look : and (hortly after, a great 

* exchange being made between the Romans and the 

* Goths of dogs for men, my lady exchanged me 

* with a Roman widow for a fmall lap-dog, giving a 
^ coniiderable fum of money to boot. 

' In this widow's fervice I remained feven years^ 
« during all which time I was very barbaroufly treat- 
' ed. 1 was worked without the leaft mercy, and 
^ often feverely beat by a fwinging maid-fervant, 
' who never called me hy zay other names than thofe 
' of the Thing, and the Animal* Though I ufed 
^ my utmoft induilry to ^leafe, it never was in my 
« power. Neither the lady nor her ^voman would 

* eat any thkig I touched, faying, they did not be- 

< lieve me wholefome. It is uaneceffary to repeat 
^ particulars ; in a. word, yau ca» imagine no kind of 

* ill ufage which I did not AifFer in this family. 

* At laflj an heathen priell, an acquaintance of 

* 4ny lady's, obtained me of her for a prefent. The 

< fcene was now totally changed, and I had as much 
' reafon to be fatisfied with my prefent fitnationj as 
« I had to lament m^ former. 1 was fo abfolutely 
' my m&Aer's favounte, that the reft of the flaves 

< paid me almoft as much regard as they (hewed to 
' him, well knowings that it was entirely in my 

* power to command, and treat them as I pleafed. 

* 1 was intruded with all my mailer's fecrets, and 
^ ufed to aflift him in privately conveying away by 

' night the facrifices from the altars, which the peo- 

' pie believed the deities themfelves devoured. Upon 
^ thefe we feailed ver^ elegantly, nor could invention 

' fuggeil a rarity which we did not pamper ourfelves 

^ withm JPerhaps you xaxj ^^\D^x% ^ the cloie union 
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^ between this prieft and his flave : but we lived ia 
^ an intimacy which the Chridians thought criminal : 

* but my msL&cr, who knew the will of the gods, with 

* whom he told me he often converfed, aiTured me 

* it was perfcdly innocent. 

* This happy life continued about four years, when 
^ my mailer's death, occaiioned by a furfeit got by 

* over-feeding on fevei al exquiike dainties, put an 

* end to it. 

' I NOW fell into the hands of one of a very difFe- 

* rent difpoEtion, and this was no other than the 
' celebrated St. Chryfoilome, who dieted me with 
^^ iermons inftead of facrifices, and filled my ears with 

* good things, but not my belly. Inilead of high 

* fpod to fatten and pamper my fleih, I had receipts 

* to mortify and reduce it. With thefe I edified fo 
'. well, that within a few months I became a (Iceleton. 

* However, as he had converted me to his faith, I was 

* well enough {^s&ed with this n^w manner of liv- 

* iag, by which he taught me, I might infure my- 
' felf.an eternal reward in a future dace. The faint 
^ wa» a good-natured man, and never gave me an 
' ill word bat once, which was occasioned by p^y 
' 'negleding to place Ariftophanes, which was his 
^ ConfEant bed-fellow, on his pillow. He was, in-^ 
^ 4eed, extremely fond of that Greek poet, and fre- 
^ quently made me read his comedies to him : when 
' I came to any of the loofe paffages, he would fmile 

* and fay, // *wms pity bis matter tvas not as pun as his 

* fy^ » ^^ which latter, he was fo immoderately fond, 
' that n6twith(landing the deteflation he exprefifed for 
■* obfceaity, he hath made me repeat thofe paflages 
' ten times oven The character of this good man 
^ hath been ^ety unjullly attacked by his heathen coa« 
' temporaries, particularly with regard to women; 

* but his fevere inve£livej againft that fex, are hia 

* fttfficientj unification. 

'From the f^rvice of this faint, from whom I re- 
' ceived manumifiion, 1 entered into the family of 

* Timafius, a Jieader of great eminence in the im* 
' perial army, into wiiofe favour I fo far infmuated 

' myk\{, that he preferred me to 9l ^oo^l ^<(^Tsccci^sA> 
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' and foon made me partaker of both his company' 

* and his lecrets. I foon grew intoxicated With this 

* preferment, ajid the more he loaded me with be- 
' nefits, the more he raifed my opinion of my own 

* merit; which ftiH outftrippingthe rewards he con- 

* ferredonme, infpired me rather with diffatisfadion 

* than gratitude. And thus by preferring me be- 

* yond my merit or f.rfl expeftation, he made me an 

* >envious afpiring enemy, whom perhaps, a more 

* moderate bounty would have preferred a dutiful 

* fervant. 

* i FELL now acquainted with one LuciHus,'^a 

* creaturft of theprime-minifter Eutropius, who hacl 

* by his favour been raifed to the poft of a tribune ; 

* a man of low morals, and eminent only in that 

* meaneft of qualities, cunning. This gentleman 

* imagining me a fit tool for the miniftcr's purpofe, 

* having often founded my principles of honour and 

* honefty ; both which he declared to me were words 

* without meaning; and finding jny ready concur- 
' rcnce in his fentiments, recommended me to Eu- 
•* tropins, as very proper to execute fome wicked 

* purpofes he had contrived againft my friend Ti- 
« mafias. The minifter embraced this recommen- 

* dation, and I was accordingly acquainted by Lu- 

* cilius (afier fome previous accounts of the great 
.-*' efleem Eutropius entertained of me, from the teftr- 

• . mcny he had borne of my parts), thathe would in- 

* troduce me to him ; addiiig, that he was a great 
' * encourager of merit, an4 that I might depend upon 
' • his favour. 

* I WAS with little difficulty prevailed oh to accept 
•* of this invitation. A late hour therefore tht next . 

* evening being appointed, I attended my friend Lu- 

* cilius to the minifter's houfe. He received- me 
-' with the utmoft civility and chearfulnefs, and af- 

* fefted (o much regard to me, that I, who knew 

* nothing of thefe high fcenca of life, concluded I 

* had in him the moft difinterefted friend^ owing to 

* the favourable report which Luciliua had m'ad^ of 
■* me. I was however foon cured of this opinion: 

^ for immediately after {vxi^w, wt dv<<5»urfc turned 



WORLD TO THE NEXT, &t- 247 

' on the jnftice which the generality of the world 

* were guilty of in their condu^ to great men, ex* 

* pefting thivt they fhould reward their private merit, 

* without ever endeavouring to apply it to their ufe. 

* What wuail (faid E^tropius) the learningy w'/Vf c^u* 

* rage, or any 'virtue <which a man, may he pojfeft Bf- ta 

* me, unlefs I receive fome hcnejit from them?., hfath 

* ke not more merit to me^ *who doth my hufinefsy and 

* obeys my commands, ^without any of th-'fe qualities? I 

* gave fuch entire fatisfadion in my nnfwers on thii» 

* head, that both the miniiler and his ccature grew 

* bolder, and after fome preface, began to ace ufe 

* Timafius. At laft, finding I did not attempt -to 
f defend him, Lucilius fwore a great oath, that h« 
' was not fit to live, and that he would dcftrQy hjmi 
^ Eutropius anfwered, that it would "be to9 d^inge- 

* rous a tafk : Indeed, fays he, his crimes are offo black 
^ a dye, and fo lAiell knonun to the emperor, that hit 

* death muft be a 'very acceptable femjice, and' could ^ot 

^ fail meeting a proper re-ward ', but I queftion 'whether . 
' you are capable of executing it. If he is not, cried J* 
.' J urn ; andfurely, no man can ha*ve greater moti*ves /# ' 
f deft roy^ him than myfelf; for, befides his diftoyalty- 

* to my prince, for njoho?n I ha've fo perfeSi a duty, I 

* have private difobli gat ions to him, 1 ha^ve had feU 

* lo^ws put over my head, to the great fcandal of the 
*J(ervice in general, and to my ovjn prejudice, and diC^ 
^'appointment in particular, — I will not repeat '^oa 

* my whole fpeech : but, to be as concife as poffiblc, 

* when we parted that evening, the miniii:erfqueeze4 
' me heartily by the hand, and with great commen-i 

* dation of my honefly, and aflurances of his favour, 
^ he appointed me the next evening to come to hini 

* alone ; when finding me, ^ler a little more fcru- 
' tiny, ready for his purpofe, he propofed to me, to 

* accufe Timafius of high-treafon : promifing me the 

* higheft rewards, if 1 would undertake it. Th^ 

* confequence to him, I fuppofe you know, wa5 

* rviin : but what was it to me ? Why truly, whea 

* I waited on Eiitropius, for the fulfilling his pro-i 
' mifes, he received me with great diflance and 

* coldaefs j and on ii(^ dropping fo\32A VixkX.^ ^^ ^wc^ 
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* expedlations from hiniy he afFeded not to underftand 

* me ; faying, he thought impunity was the utmoft 

* I could hope for, on difcovering my accomplice, 
' whofe offence was only greater than mine, as he 
' Was in a higher ftation i and telling me, he had 

• great difficulty to obtain a pardon for me from the 

• emperor, which, he faid, he had ftruggled very 

• hardly for, as he had worked the difcovery out of 
•* me. He turned away, and addrefled hiinfelf to 

* another perfon. 

* I WAS fo inccnfed at this treatment, that I re- 

• folved revenge, and fliould certainly have purfued 
' it, had he not cautioufly prevented me, by taking 
« effe^iual means to diipatch me foon after out of thd 

• world. 

« You will, I believe, now think I had a fccond 
' good chance for the boltomlefs pit : and indeed Mi< 

* nos ieemed inclined to tumble me in, till he was in« 
' formed of the revenge taken on me by Rodoric, 

• and my leven years fubfeqnent fervitude to the wi- 

* dow ; which he thought fufHcient to make atone- 
"^ ment for all the crimes a iingle life could admit of, 

* and fo fent me back to try my fortune a third 

• time;* 

C H A P. XI. 

t^wiulf Julian relates his adventures U the thtiratkr 
of an avaricious Jew. 

HE nejct character in which I was deftii^ 
to appear in the flelh, was that of an avari- 
cious Jews. I was born in Alexandria in Bgypt, 
My name was Balthazar. Nothing very remarkable 
happened to me^ till the year of the memorable 
tumult, in which the Jews of that city are reported 
in hiflory to have maflacred more Chriftians than at 
that time dwelt in it. Indeed, the truth is, they 
did maul the dogs pretty handfomelv ; but I myfelf 
was not prefent, for as all our people were ordered 
to be armed, I took that opportunity of felling two 
fwords, which probably I might otherwife never 
irire di^ofed of, they being extremely old and 
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* rufty : Co that having no weapon left, I did not care 
fo venture abroad. Befxdes, diough I really thought 
it an ad meriting falvation to murder the Naza- 
renes, as the fad was to be committed at midnight^ 
at which time, to avoid fufpicion, we were all to 
fally from our own houfes ; I could not perfuade 
myfelf to confume fo much oil in fitting up till that 
hour : for thefe reafons, therefore, 1 remained at 
home that evening. 

* I WAS at this time greatly enamoured with one 
Hypatia, the daughter of a philofopher ; a young 
lady of the greateft beauty and merit : indeed, (he 
had every imaginable ornament both of mind and 
body. .She feemed not to diflike my pcr(bn ; bat 
there were two obilrudiions to our marriage, 'viz, 
my religion and her poverty ; both which might 
probably have been got over, had not thofe dogs 
the Chriftians murdered her ; and, what is worle, 

' afterwards burnt her body : worfe, I fay, becaufc 
I Joft by that mieans a jewel of feme value, which I 
' had prcfented to her, deiigning, if our nuptials 
' did not take place^ to demand it of her back 
» again. 

* Being thus difappointed in my love, I ibon after 
' left Alexandria, and went to the imperial city, 
' where I apprehended I fhouid find a good market 
» for jewels on the approaching marriage of the em- 
» peror with Athenais. I difguifed mylelf as a beg- 
' gar on this journey, for thefe reafons : firll, as X 
' imagined I fhouid thus carry my jewels with greater 
' fafety ; and fecondly, to leflen my expencej : which 
^ latter expedient fucceeded fo well, that I begged 
' two oboli on my way more than my travelling cofl 
' me, my. diet being chiefly roots, and my drink 
' water. 

* BuTi'perhaps, it had been better for me if I had 
' been more lavifh^ and more expeditious : for the 

* ceremony was over before I reathed Conflantindple ; 

* fo that I loft that glorious opportnnity of difpofihg 

* of tay jewels, with which many of our people were 
^ grently eoriched. 
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* The life of a mifcr is very little worth relating 

* as it is one conftant fcheme of getting or faying 

* money. I fhali therefore repeat to you fome few 

* only of my adventures^ without regard to any or- 

* dcr. 

f * A Roman Jew, who was a great lover of Falcr- 

* nian wine, and who indulged himfelf very freely 

* with it» came to dine at my houfe ; when know- 

* ing he ihould meet with little wine, and that of the 

* cheaper fort, fent me in half a ddzen jars of Faler- 
' nian. Can you believe I would not give this mab 

* his own win^ ? Sir, I adulterated it fo, that I made 

* fix jars of them ; three^ which he and his friend 

* drank : the other three I afterwards fold to the very 

* perfon who originally fent them me, knowing he 
' would give a better price than any other. 

' A NOBLE Rcunan came one day to my hon(e iti 
' the country, which I had purchafed, for half the va- 

* lue, of a diilreiTed perfon; My neigkbotirs ' paid 
' him the compliment of fome miific^ on which aC- 

* count when he departed he left a piece of gold with 
. ' me, to be diflributed . among them.J I pocketed 

' this,money, and ordered them a fmall veffeiof foftr 

* wine, which I could not have fold for above two 

* drachmas, and afterwards made them pay in work 
' three times the value of it. 

• As 1 was not entirely void of religion, tho' I pre- 

* tended to infinitely moxe than I had, fo I endeft- 
' vcured to reconcile my tranfadions to my confcience 

* as well as poffible. Thus I never invited any one 
' to eat with me, but thoie on whofe- pockets I had 

* fome defign^ After our collation, it was conllantly 
' my method to £et down in a book I -kept for that 
' purpofe^ what I thought they owed me for their 
' meal. Indeed this was generally a hundred times 

* as much as they could' have dined dfewhere for : 
'bat however^ it was* quid pro qup^ H uot-ad <ualeremm 

* Now, whenever the oppoitunity offered of impoilng 

* on them, I con/idered it only as paying my fen what 

* they owed me : indeed I did not always conine my- 
^ klf&n&ly to what I h^d fet dowo> however extra- 

. . { vagant 
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vagrant that was 5 but I reconciled taking the over'- 
plus to myfelf as ufance. 

* But 1 was not* only too cunning for others, I 
fometimes over-reached myfelf. I have contracted 
diftempers for want of food and warmth, whicll 
hath put me to the expence of a phyfician : nay, 
1 once veryi narjowly efcaped death by taking Wad 
drugs, only to iave one feven eighths /^r cent, in the 
price. 

* By thefe and fuch like means, in the midil of 
poverty, and every kind of diftrefs, I faw myfelf 
maftcr of ian immenfe fortune : the cafting up and 
ruminating on which was my daily andonly pleafure*. 
This was, however, obflrudled and imbitterediby 
two conliderations, which, againft my will, often 
invaded my thoughts. One would have been into- 
lerable (but that indeed feldom troubled me) 'Waff, 
that I muft one day leave my darling treafure. The 
other haunted me continually, i/Jz> that my riches 
were no greater. However, I comforted myfelf 
againft this refleflion, by an affurance that they 
would incveafe daily : on which, head, my hopes 
were fo exteniive, that I may fay with Virgil, 

His ego nee met us rerum nee temp bra pono. 

Indeed I am convinced, that had I poflefled the , 
whole globe of earth, fave one fingle drachma, 

* which I had been certain never to be mafterof, I 
' am convinced, I fay, that iingle drachma would 
f have given me more uneafinefs than all the reft 
' could afford me pleafure. 

' To fay the truth, between my folicitude in con- 
' triving fchemes to procure money, and my ex- 
^ treme anxiety in preferring it, I never had one too- 
» ment of eafe while awake, nor of quiet when in 
' my ileep. In all the charadlcrs through which I 

* have paffed, I have never undergone half the nti- 

* fery I fufFered in this ; and indeed Minos feemed to 

* be of the fame opinion : for wnile I flood trc^m- 

* bling aBd fhaking in expjclrition of my icnten^^, 

* he bid me go back about my buiiaefs : tot ^.V.-ax ^^^s* 

* body was to be d*— a'd u\ Tno:'::\vuiA^ xi^\vv ^-vv. 
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* And indeed^ I have £nce learnt^ that the devit wiH 

* not receive a mifer.' 

CHAP, XU. 

What happened to Julian in thecbaroQers tfa general^ 
an heir, a carpenter , and a heau. 

* ' j ^ H E next ftcp I took into the world, was at 

* X Apollonia in Thrac5e ; where I was bom of 

* a beaatiful Greek ilave> who was the miibefs of 
' Eutyches, a great favourite of the emperor Zeno. 

* That prince, at his reftoration^ gave me the com- 
' .jnand of a cohort, I beinr then but fifteen 3^ears of 
< age ; and a little afterwards, before I had ever feen 

* an army, preferred me, over the heads of all th» 

* old officers, to be a* tribune, 

'* As I found an eafy accefs to the emperor, by 

* means of my father's intimacy with him, he being 
'* a very good courtier, or, in other worda, a moft 

* m-oftitute flatterer ; fo 1 foon ingratiated myfelf with 

* Zeno, and fo well imitated my father in flattering 
■* him, that he would never part with me from about 

* his perfon. So that the firft armed force I ever be- 

* held, was that with which Martian furrounded the 

* palace, where I was then ihut up with the reil of 

* the court. 

* I WAS afterwards put at the head of a legion, 

* and ordered to march into Syria, with Theodoric 

* the Goth ; that is, I mean my legion was fo or« 

* dered ; for as to myfelf, I remained at court, with 

* the name and pay of a general, without the labour 

* or the danger. 

* As nothing could be more gay, i. e. debauched^ 

* than Zeno's court, fo the ladies of gay difpoiition 
' had great fway in it; particularly one, whole name 
' was FauJIay who, tho' not extremely handfome, was 
' by her wit and fpiritelint'fs very agreeable to the 

* emperor. With her I lived in good correfpondence, 

* and we together difpofed of all kinds of coramiffions 

* in the army, not to thofe who had moft merit, but 

* who would purchafe at the higheft rate. My le- 
' vee was now prodigioufly thronged by officers, who 
' returned from the cajn^sA^u^^ ^Vu Xboa^h they 
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might hare been convinced by daily example, ho«r 
ineiFe^ual a recommendation their^ fervices were^ 
mil continued indefatigable in attendance, and be- 
haved to me with as much obfervance and refpeStp 
as I fhould have been entitled to, for making their 
fortunes, while I fuffered them and their famiUef to 
ftarve.. 

' Sevbral poets, likewife, addrefled verfes to me, 
inw hich they celebrated my military atchievements ; 
and what, perhaps, may leem ^ange to us at pre? 
fent, I received all this incenfe with moft greedy va^ 
nity, without once refleding, that as I did ^ot de- 
fcrve thefe compliments, they fhould rather put nte 
in mind of my defers. 

'My father was now dead, and I became fb abfb- 
lute in the emperor's grace, that one unacquainted 
with courts would fcarce believe the fervility with 
which all kinds of perfons, who entered t!he walls of 
the palace, behaved towards me. A bow, a fmile^ 
a nod from me, as I paiTed through cringing crouds, 
were efleemed as hgnal favours, but a mcions 
word made any one happy ; and, indeed, had this 
real benefit attended it, tnat it drew on the perfon, 
on whom it was bellowed, a very great degree of 
refpeft from all others ; for thefe are of current va- 
lue in courts, and, like notes in trading communi- 
ties, are ailignable from one to the other. The 
fmileof a court favourite immediately raifes the per- 
fon who receives it, and gives a value to his fmHe 
when conferred on an inferior: thus the fmileis 
transferred from one to the others and the great man 
at lafl is the perfon to difcount it. For inftance, a 
very low fellow hath a defire for a place. To whom 
is he to apply ? Not to the great man ; for to hrm 
he hath no accefs. He therefore applies to A, who 
is the creature of B, who is the tool of C, who is 
the flatterer of D, who is the catamite of £, whe 
is the pimp of F, who is the bully of G, who is the 
buffoon of I, who is the hufband of K, who is the 
whore of L, who is the baftard of M, who is the 
inflrument of the great man. Thus the fmile do* 
fcending regularly &om tht gmx tsaxi \]c^ K» \^ ^^^ 
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* counted back again, and at laft paid by the great 
,• man. 

< It is manifeft, that a coart would fubiift as diffi* 
■* Cttltly without this kind of coin, as a trading cit^ 

• without paper .credit. Indeed, they differ in this, 
.' that their value is not quite ib certain, and a fa- 

• vourite may proteft his fmile without the danger of 
.* bankruptcy. 

' In the midft of ail this glory, the emperor died^ 
-• and Anaftafius was perferrcd to the crown. As it 

• * was yet uncertain whether I Ihould not continue in 
'■* favour, I was received as ufual at my entrance into 
. « the palace, to pay my refpeds to the new emperor ; 

• but 1 was no fooner rumped by him, than I received 
. • the fame compliment from all the reft ; the whole 

* room,, like a regiment of foldi?rs, turning thcrr 

* backs to me all at once, my fmile now was become 
' of equal value with the note of a broken banker, 

. ' and every one was as cautious not to receive it. 

' I MADE as much hafte as poffible from the court, 
1 * ^nd fhortly after from the city, retreating to the 
: • place of my nativity, where 1 fpent the remainder 

• of my days in a retired life, in hufbandry, the only 
' amufement for which I was qualified, having nci- 

• * ther learning nor virtue. 

* When I came to the gate, Minos again feemed 
: * at firft doubtful, but at length difmiflcd me ; faying, 

« though I had been guilty of many heinous crimes, 
: f in as much as I had^ though a general, never been 
: ' concerned in fpilling human blood, I might return 

* again to earth. 

* I WAS now again born in Alexandria, and, by 
' great accident, enteringinto the womb of my daugh- 

• ter-in-lavv, came forth my own grandfon, inherit- 

* ing that fortune which I had before a mailed. 

* Extravagance was now as notoriouily my 

• vice, as avarice had been formely ; and I ipcnt, 

• in a very (hort life, what had coft me the labour of 

* a very long one to rake together. Perhaps, you 

* will think my prefent condition was more to be en- 
' vied than my former: but upon my word it was 
« ver/l:ttIcfo> for, my joffeiEn^ every thing almoft 
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before I defired it, I could hardly ever fay, I efi- 
joyed my wifh : I fcarce ever knew the delight df 
fatisfying a craving appetite. Befides, as 1 never 
once thoaght, my mind was ufelefs tb me, and 1 
was an abfolute flranger to all the pleafures arifin^ * 
from it. Now, indeed, did my edacatiofi analify 
me for any delicacy in other enjoyments ; lo that 
in the midft of plenty I loathed every thing. Taf!e 
for elegance, I had none, and the greatefl of cor- 
poreal bliiTes I felt no more from, than the lowed 
' animal. In a word, as while a mifer 1 had plenty 
without daring to afe it, fo* now I had it without 
appetite. * / 

* But if I was not very happy in the height of my 
■ enjoyment, fo I -afterwards became perfcdly miier- 

able ; being foon overtaken by difeaie, and reduced 
' to dillrefs, till at length, with a broken conflitution, 
' and broken heart, I ended my wretched days in* a 
' gaol : nor can I think the fentence of Minos too 
^ mild, who condemned me, after having taken a 
^ large dofe of avarice, to wander three years on the 
^ banks of Cocytus, with the knowledge of having 
' fpent the fortune in the pcrfon of the grandfon, 
' which I had raifed in that of the grandfather* 

' The place of my birth, on my return to the 
' world, was Conftantinople, where my father was- a 
' carpenter. The firft thing I remember was, the 

* triumph of Belifarius; which was, indeed, a.moft 
' noble fhew : but nothing pleafed me fo muc& ^s the 
' figure of Qjelimer, king of the African Vandak, 

* who being led captive on this occaiion, reflediing 

* with ^ifdain on the mutation of his own fortune, 

* and on the ridiculous empty pomp of the conijueror, 

* cried out. Vanity, vanity, all is merb va- 

* NITY ! 

* I WAS bred up to my father's trade, and you 

* may eafily believe fo low a fpherc could produce no 

* adventures worth your notice. However, I mar- 

* ried a woman I liked, and who proved a very toJer- 

* able wife. My days were pail in hard labour, but 

* this procured mc heafth, and 1 enjoyed a homely 
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^ fupper ftt night with my .wife, with more pletfaie 
' than I apprehend greater perfons £nd at their loxa* 

* rions meals. My life had fcarce any variety in it^ 

* and at my death, I advanced to Minoe with great 

* confidence of entering the gate : but I was uuhap- 

* pil^ obliged to difcover fone frauds I had been 

* guilty of in the meafure of my work, when I work- 
' ed by the foot, as well as my lazinefs when I was 

* employed by the day. On which account when I 

* attempted to pafs, the angry jadge laid hold on me 

* by the fhoulders, and turned me back fo violently, 
< that had I had a neck of fieih and boACil believe he 
^ would have broke it.' 

CHAP. XIII. 
JuilsLn faj/is into a/bf. 

MY fcene of adlion was Rome* I was bom 
into a noble family, and heir to a cohiider- 
able fortune. On which my parents, thinking I 
ihould not want any talents, refolvcd very kindly 
and wifely to throw none away upon me. The on- 
ly inftru^ors of my youth were therefore one Sal- 
tator, who taught roe feveral motions for my legs ; 
and one Ficus, whofe balinefs wa^ to fhew me the 
cleaneft way (as he called it) of cutting oiF a man's 
head. When I was well accomplilhed in thefe fci- 
ences, I thought nothing more wanting, but what 
was to be furnifhed by the feveral mechanics in 
Rome, who dealt in dreffing and adorning the pope. 
Being therefore well equipped with all which their 
art could produce, I became, at the age of twenty, 
a complete finifhed beau. And now daring forty- 
five years I dreft, I fang and danced/ and danced 
and fang, I bowed and ogled, and ogled and bowed, 
till in the 66th year of my age, I got cold by over- 
heating myfelf with dancing, and died. 
• Minos told me as I was unworthy of Elyfium, 
fo 1 was too infignificant to be damned, and there- 
fore bade jne walk back again.* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
Adventures in the per/on of a tnonk^ 

« ir> O RT U N E now placed me in the charader of 
' JP a younger brother of a good hoafe, and I was i& 
' my youth fent to fchool ; but learning was now at 

* fo low an ebb, that my mafter himfelf could hardly 
< conftruc a fentence in Latin ; and as for Greek, he 
' could not read it. With very little knowledge there- 

* fore, and with altogether as little virtue, I was fet 

* apart for the church, and at the proper age com- 
f menced monk. I lived many years retired in a ceU^ 

* a life very agreeable to the gloominefs of my rem* 
' per, which was much inclined to defpife the world ; 
« that is, in other words, to envy all men of fuperior 

* fortune and qualifications, and, in general, to iiate 
' and deteft the human fpecies. Notwithftanding 

* which, I could, on proper occasions, fubipit to flat»> 
' ter the vileil fellow in nature^ which I did on Ste^ 

* phen an eunuch, a favourite of the emperor Juftiniaa 

* II. one of the wickedeft wretches whom perka^ 
' the world ever faw. I not only wrofie a panegyric 

* on this man, but I commeiKLed him as a patron to 
' all others in my fermoas ; by which means I fo 

* greatly ingratiated myiblf with 'him, that he intro» 

* dttced me to the emperor's prefence, where I pre*> 
' Tailed (b far by the fame methods, that I was ihort« 
' ly taken from my cell, and preferred to a place at 
' court. I was no fooner eftabliihed in the favour of 
' Juikinian, than I prompted him to all kind of era* 
^ elcy. As I was oi a four merofe temper, and hated 
/ nothing more than the fymptoms of happinefs ap« 

. ^ pearing in any countenance, I repreiented all kind 

* of diverfion and amufement as the mod horrid fins* 
^ I inveighed againll chearfulnefs as levity, and en« 

* couraged notmng but gravity, or, to confefs the 

* truth to you, hjrpocrify. The unhappy emperor 

* followed my advice, and incenfed the people by fuch 
^ repeated barbarities, that he was at laft depofed by 
^ thitm and baniihed. 
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• I NOW retired again to my cell, (for hiftorians 

* mi (lake in faying I was put to death) where I re- 
<* mained fafe from the danger of the irritated mob, 

* whom I curfed in my own heart, as mvch as they 
/ could curfe me. 

•Justinian, after three years of his banifliment, 

* returned to Conftantinople in difguLfe, and paid me 

* a viiit. I at firll afFefted not to know him, and 
' without the lead compundlion of gratitude for his 
"* former favours, intended not to receive him,- till a 

* thought immediately fuggeiled itfelf to me, how I 

* might convert him to my advantage. 1 pretended to 

* recoiled him ; and blaming the ftiortnefs of my 
^ memory and badnefs of my eyes, I fprung forward 

* and embraced him with great afFeftion. 

' My defign was to betray him to Apiimar, who; 

* I doubted not, would gcneroufly reward fu:h afer- 

* vice. I therefore very earneftly rcquefted him td 

* fpend the whole evening with me; to which he 

* confentcd. I formed an excufe for leaving him a 
''- few minutes, and ran away to the palace to acquaint 

* Apfimar with the gueft whom 1 had then in my 
^ tell. He prefently ordered a guard to go with me 

* and feize him : but whether the length of my ftay 

* gave him any fufpicion, or whether he changed hi^ 
^ purpofe after my departure, I know not : for at my 

* return, we found he had given us the flip ; nor could 
' we with the mod diligent fearch difcover him. 

* ' A PS I MAR being difappointed of his prey, now 
' raged at me ; at firft denouncing the moil dreadful 

* vengeance, if I did not produce the depofed mo- 

* narch. However, by foothing his paflion when at 

* the higheil, and afterwards by canting and flattery; 
** I made a fhift to efcapc his fury. 

•When Juflinian was reftored, I very cenfidently 

* went to wifli him joy of his relloration : butit feems, 

* he had unfortunately heard of my treachery, fo that 

* he at firfl received me coldly, and afterwards up- 

* braided me openly with what I had done. I per- 
« fevered ftontly in denying it, ^s I knew no evidence 

* could be produced againil me ; till finding him ir- 
^ reconcileable, I betook. m^C^lC to reviling him in 
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myfermon, aud on every other occaiion, as an ene- 
my to the church and good men, and as an infidel 
and heretic, an atheifl, a heathen, and an Arianl 
■ This I did immediately on his return, and beibr^ 
^ he gave thofe flagrant proofs of his inKumanity, 
f which afterwards fiifficiently verified all I had faid. 
* Luckily, I died on the fame day, when*a great 
f number of thofe forces which.Juftinian had fent a- 
' gainft the Thracian Bofphorus, and who had exe- 
' cutedfuch unheard -of cruelties there, periflied. As 
' every one of thefe was caft into the bottomlefs pit^ 
' Minos was fo tired with condemnation, that he pro- 

* claimed that all preferit, who had not been cpn- 
' cerned in that bloody exptdition, might, if they 

* pleafed, return to- the other world. I took him at 
' his word, and prefently turning about began my 

* journey.* 

CHAP. XV. 
Julian f^J/es into the charader of a fiddler • 

* TJ OM E was now the feat of my nativity. My 

* ct\L mother was an African, a woman of no greap 

* beautyi but a favourite, I fuppofe from her piety 
to pope Gregory IL Who was my father I kno^y 
not ; ^but I believe no very confiderable man ; fof 
after the death of that pope, who was, out of hiA 
religion, a very good friend of my mother, we fell 
into great diftrefs, and were at length reduced tQ 
Walk the ftreets of Rome ; nor had either of us any 
other fupport but a fiddle, on which I played with 
pretty tolerable fkill : for as my genius turned na^ 
turally to raufic, fo I had been in my youth very 
early inftruded at the expence of the good pope. 
This afforded us but a very poor livelihood : for 
thb* I had often a numerous croud of hearers, few 
ever thought themfelves obliged to contribute the 
fmalleft pittance to the poor ilarving wretch wh^ 
had given them pleafure. Nay, fome of the grayer 
fort, after an hour's attention to my mufic, have 
gone away (haking their heads, and crying, it wa» 
a fhame fuch vag^onds were fuiFered to ftay la tVift 
■city. 
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' To fay the truth, I am confident the fiddle 

* would not have kept us alive^ had we entirely de- 
' pended on the generofky of my hearers. My mo- 

* ther therefore was forced to ufe her own induftry | 

* and while I was foothing the ears of the crouds file 

* applied to their pockets* and that generally with 
' fuch good fuccefs, that we now began to enjoy a very 
' comfortable fubuflence ; and indeedj had we had 

* the leail prudence or forecaft* might have foon ac- 
' quired enough to enable us to quit this dangerous 

* and dilhonourable way of life : but I know not 

* what is the reafon, that money got with labour and 

* fafety is couftantly preferved, while the produce of 

* danger and eafe is commonly fpent as ea£l}r, and 

* often as wickedly as acquired. Thus we propor* 

* tioned our expences rather by what we had* thai 

* what we wanted, or even defired ; and on obtaining 

* a confiderable booty^ wfi have even forced nature 
' into the moil profligate extravagance; and have been. 

* wicked without inclination. 

'^ Wjs carried on this method <Qf thievery ^br a 4ong 
' time without detedion: but as fortune ^gennnUlp* 

* leaves perfons of extraordinary ingenuity in- the 

* lurch at laA ; b did ihe us : for my poor mother 

* was "taken in the fa£t, and together with my^ 

* felf, as her accomplice^ hurried before- ajnagi^ 

* flrate. 

' Luckily for us, the perfon who was to be oar 

* judge* was the greated lover of mu^ in the whok 

* city* and had often fent for me to play to him* for 
' which, as he had given me verv fniall rewards* pec^ 
' haps his gratitude now moved him : hut* whatever 

* was his motive he browbeat the informers againft 

* us, and treated their evidence with £o little favour, 

* that their mouths were foon flopped^ and we di£- 
' mi/Ted with honour; acquitted, I mould rather have 

* faid; &)r we were not fufered to depart* till I had 
' given the judge, feveral tunes on the fiddle* 

' Ws efcaped the better on this occafioi^* becauie 
' the peribii robbed happened to be a poet; which 

* gave the judge* who was a facetious perfon* many 
' opportunities of jefting« He fdd» poets andmuii-. 
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^ cians ihould zgree together^ (edng they had mar* 

* ried iiiler8> which he afterwards explained to be the 

* filler arts. And when the piece of gold was pro- 

^ duced, he burft into a load laugh, and faid it muft ' 

* be the golden age when poets had gold in their 

* pockets^ and in that age there could be no robbers. 
^ He made many more jefts of the fame kind, but a 
^ fmall tafle will fuitice. 

< It is a common faymg, that men fhottld takt 

* warning by any iignal delivery ; but I cannot ap- 

* prove the .juftice of it: for to me it feems, that the 

* acquittal of a guilty perfon ihould rather infpire 
^ him with confidence^ and it had this effedt on us : 
■* for we now laughed at the law and defpifed its pu- 
^ nilhments, which we found were to be efcaped even 
-* againft pofitive evidence. We imagined the late 

* example was rather a warning to the accufer than 
' the criminal, and accordingly proceeded in the moft 
-* impudent and flaritious manner. 

'Among other rooberies, one night being admitted 
^ by the fervants into the houfe of an opulent prieft, 

* my mother took an opportunity whilft the fervants 

* were dancing to my tunes, to convey away a filvcr 

* veffel; this £e did without the leaft facrilcgious in- 

* tention : but it feems the cup, which was a pretty 

* large one, was dedicated to holy ufes, and only bor- 
^ rowed by the prieft on an entertainment which he 

* made for fome of his brethren. We were immedi- 

* ately purfued upon this robbery, (the cup being taken 
^ inour poiieifion,) and carried before the fame magi* 

* ftrate, who had before behaved to us with fo mudi 
■* gentleneft : but his countenance was now changed; 

* for the moment the prieft appeared againft us, his 

* feverity was as remarkable as his candour had been 
^ before, and we were both ordered to be ftript and 

* whipt through the ftreets. 

* This fentencc was executed with great feverity, 
^ the prieft himfelf attending and encouraging the 
< executioner^ which he faid he did for the good of 

* our fouls : but though our backs were both flay'd, 
' neither toy mother's torments nor my own aflli^-td 

* me fo much^ as the indignity ofet^^ xq xbv>j 'v^'^ 

6 . -'sA^'^, 
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5 fiddle, which was carried in triumph before me, and 

* treated with a contempt by the multitude, intimat- 

* ing a great fcorn for the fcience I had the honour to 

* profefs ', which, as it is one of the noblefl inven- 
•^ dons of men, and as I had been always in the high- 

* ell degree proud of my excellence in it, I fuffered ib 

* much from the ill-treatment my fiddle received, thai 
' I would have given all my remainder of Ikin to 
/ have prefer ved it from this affront. 

* My mother furvived the whipping a very ihort 
.' time, and I was now reduced to great diftrefs and 

* mifery ; till a young Roman of coniiderahle rank 
f took a fancy to me, received me into his family, 
f and converged with me in the utmod familiaiity. 
^ He had a violent attachment. to muilc, and would 
' learn to play on the fiddle : but thrpugh want of 
*• genius for the fcience, he never made any confider- 

* able progrefs. However, I flattered his perform- 

* ance, and he grew extravagantly fond of me for (o 

* doing. Had I continued this behaviour, I might 
' pofiibly have reaped the greateil advantages from 
' his kindnefs : but I had raifed his own opinion of 
.' his muiical abilities fo high, that he now began te 
i prefer his /kill to mine, a prefumption X could not 
^ bear. One day as we were playing in concert he 

* was horribly out 5 nor was it pofiible, as he de- 

* flroycd the harmony, to avoid telling him of it. In- 
.* (lead of receiving my corredion, he anfwered, it 

* was my blunder, and pot his, and that I had mif- 
5 taken the key. Such an aifront from my own fcho- 
.' lar was beyond human patience; I flew into a vio- 
/ lent paffion, I flung down my inflrument in a rage, 

* and fwore, I was not to be taught mufic at my age. 
' He anfwered with as much warmth, nor was he to 
•* be inflrui^ed by a firoiling fiddler. : The difputc 
' ended with a challange to play a prize before judges* 

* This wager was determined in my favour : but the 

* purchafe was a dear one; for I loft n?y friend by it, 
'. \j^ho now twitting me with a)L his kindnefs, with 
' my former ignommious punifliment, and the defli** 
' tute condition from which I had been by his bounty 

.^ rjAievei, dlik;ardcd me ^ ever. 
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« Whiie I lived w5th this ^entlemzn, I became 
' known among others to Sabina a lady of diflihc- 
5 tion^ and wh^ valued herfelf mach on ber tafle foi; 
^ mufic. She no fooner heard of my being difcardedji 

* than fhe took me into her hoafe^ where I was,^Xi 

* tremely well cloaihed. and fed. Notwithdand^g 
' which, my fituation was far froin agreeable ; for | 
' was obliged to fubmit t6 her conftant reprehcnfidnj^ 
' before company; which gave me the greater unea^ 

* finefs, becaufe they were always wrong ; nor am I 

* certain that ihe did not by thefe provocations con- 
' ' tribute to my death : for as experience had taught 

* me to give up my refentment to my bread, fo my; 

* paflions for want of outward vent, preyed inwardljf 

* on my vitals, and perhaps occafioned the diilemper 

* of which I fickenecl. 

* The lady who, amidft all the faults fhe found, 

* was very fond of me ; nay, probably wa^ the fonder 

* of me the more faults fhe found; immediately 

* called in the aid of three celebrated phyficians, 
' The dodlors, being well feed, made me (even vifit? 
» in three days ; and two of them were at the door to 

* vifit me the eighth time, when being acquainted 

* that I was juft dead, they (hook their heads and de- 

* partedi 

* When I came to Minos, healked me with afmile 

* whether I had brought my hddle with me ; and rcr 

* ceived an anfwer in the negative, he bid me get 

* about my buiinefs, faying, it was well for me that 
' the devil was no lover of mufic* 

, CHAP. XVI. 
The hlftory of the nuife man, 

* T N O W returned to Rome, but in a very difTe- 
^ JL ^"^"^ charadler. Fortune had now allotted me a 
' ferious part to a£l. I had even in my in£andy a 

* grave difpofition, nor was I ever feeri to fmile^ 

* which Infufed an opinion into all about me, ttiat J 

* was a child of great folidity : fomc forefeeing that I 
'' ihould be a judge, and bthers a bifhop. At two 

* years old my father prcfciiui im m'Csi ^ xv.>^r^ 
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« which I broke to pieces with great indication. This 

* the good parent, being e3Ctremelywifc, regarded as 
^ an eminent fymptom of my wifdom^ and cried out 
« in a kind of extafy. Well faid, boy, I warrant tkou 
f makeft a great man. 

* At fchoolj I could never be perfaaded to play with 

* my mates ; not that I fpent my hours in learning, to 
^ which I was not in the leaft addifted, nor indeed 

* had I any talents for it. However, the folemnity 

* of my carriage won. fo much on my maHei-, who 
^ was a moft fagacious perfon, that \ was his chief 

* favourite, and my example on all occafions was re- 

* commended to the other boys, which filled them 

* with envy, and me with pleanire : but tho* they en- 

* vied me, they zil paid me that involuntary rcipeft, 
^ which it is the curfe attending this paflion to bear" 
« towards its object. 

* I HAD now obtained univerfally the character of a 
« very wife young man, which I did not altogether 

* purchafe without pains ; for the reftraint I laid on 

* myfelf in abftaining from the feveral diverfions 
« adapted to my years, coft me many a yearning : 

* but the pride which I inwardly enjoyed in the fan- 

* cied dignity of my charafter, made me fome a- 

* mends. 

* Thus I paft on, without any thing stry memo- 
' rable happening to me, till I arrived at the age of 
' twenty-three J when unfortunately I fell acquainted 

* with a young Neapolitan lady, whofe name was A- 

* riadne. Her beauty was fo exquifite, that her firft 
' fight made a violent impreffion on me ; this was 

* again improved by her behaviour, which was moft 

* genteel, eafy, and affable ; laftly, her converfation 

* completed the conquefl. In this fhe difcovered a 
^ ftrong and lively underftanding, with the fweeteit 

* and moft benign temper. This lovely creature waa 

* about eighteen when I firft unhappily beheld her at 
< Rome, in a vific to a relation, with whom I had 

* gVeat intimacy. As our interviews at firft were ex- 
' tremely frequent, my paflions were captivated be- 

* fore I apprenended the leaft danger ; and the fooner 

* probably, as the yQung\aji^\iwvfc\i»tft^\!kamlcon- 
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* fulted every method of recommendation, was not 

* difpleafed with my being her admirer. 

' Ariadne having fpent three months at Rome, 

* now returned to Naples, bearing my heart with 

* her : on the other hand, I had all the afTurances 

* confiftent with the conftraint under which the moft 

* perfed modefty lays a young woman, that her owa 
'_ heart was not entirely unafFeded, I foon found her 

* abfcnce gave me an uneafmefs not eafy to be borne, 

* or to remove. I now firft applied to diverfions (of 
^ the graver fort, paticularly to muiic) but in vain; 
^ they rather raifed my defires, and heightened my 

* anguift). My paffion at length grew fo violent, that 

* I began to think of fatisfying it. As the firft ftep 

* to this, I cautioufly enquired into the circumftance* 
' of Ariadne's parents, with which I was hitherto 

* unacquainted; though, indeed, I did not apprehend 
' they were extremely great, notwithflanding the 

* handfome appearance of their daughter at Rome. 

* Upon examination, her fortune exceeded my expec- ~ 

* tation; but was not fufRcient to juftify my marri- 

* age with her in the opinion of the wife and pru* 
^ dent. I had pow a violent ftruggle between wif- 
^ dom and happinefs, in which, after feveral grievous 
' pangs, wifdom got the better; I could by no means 
^ prevail with myielf to facrifice that charafter of pro- 
' found wifdom, which I had with fuch uniform con- 
^ dudl obtained, and with fuch caution hitherto pre- 

' ferved. I therefore refolved to conquer my aiFedlon, 
' whatever it coll me, and indeed it did not coll me a 
little. 

* While I was engaged in this conflift (for it 
lafted a long time), Ariadne returned to Rome : her 
prefence was a terrible enemy to my wifdom, which, 
even in her abfcnce, had with great difficulty (lood 
its ground. It feems (as Ihe hath fmce told me in 
Ely fium with much merriment) 1 had mud-e the 
fame impreffions on her which fhe had made on me. 
Indeed, I believe my wifdom would have been to- 
tally fubduedby this furprize, had it not cunningly 
foggefled to me a method of (ktisfying my paflioa 
without doing any injury to iivy xe^wx^^xvwv* 'W-va 
Vol. V. N ^ ^^ 
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•^ was my engaging her privately as a miftrefs, w1im% 
^ was at that time reputable enough at Rome, pro- 
' ' vided the aBair was managed with an air of flyoefs 
^ and-gravity, though the lecret was known to the 

* whole city* 

* I IMMEDIATELY fet about thisproje^, and em- 
^ ployed every art and engine to eiFcd it. I had par- 

* ticularly bribed her prie^, and an old female ac- 

* quaintattce and diftant relation of her's, iuto my in- 
-' tereft : but all was in vain ; her virtue oppofed the 
-* paffion in her breaft as ftrongly as wifdom had op- 

* pofed it in mine. She received my propofals with 

* the utmoft difdain, and presently refufed to fee or 
-' heajtme^any more. 

* She returned again to Naples, and left me in a 

* worfe condition than before. My days I now paf- 
-* fed with the moft irkfome uneafii^fs, and my 
•* nights were reftlefs and fleeplefs. The ftory of our 
•^ amour was now pretty public, and the ladies talkei 
^ of our match as certain : but my acquaintance de- 

* nied their aflent, faying, No, no, he is too wife to 
^ marryXo imprudently. This their opinion gave me, I 

* own, wtTj great pleafure; but, , to fay the truth, 

* fcarce compenfated the pangs l.fuffered to prefervje 
^ it. 

^ One day, while I was balancing with myfelC 

* and had almoft refblved to enjoy my happinefs at 
-* the price of my charader, a fnend brought me word 
■* that Ariadne was married. This news ftruck me 

' to the foul, and though I had refolution enough to 

, • maintain my gravity before him (ibr which I fuf- 
^ fered not a little the more) , the moment I was alone^ 
•« I thr€w myfelf into the moft violent fit of defpait, 

* and would willingly have parted with wifdom, for- 
^ tune, and every thingfclfe, to have retrieved her:: 
'< but that was impofiible, and I had- now nothing but 
•^ ti^e to hope a cure from. This was very tedious 

* in performing it, and the longer as Ariadne had 

* married a Roman cavalier, was now become my 
' near neighbour, and I had the inortification of iise- 

* in^ her make the beH of wives, and of having the 

* happi- 
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Kappinefs, whicfi I had loft, every day before my . 
eyes. 

* If I fufFered fo much on account of my wifdom* , 
in having refufed Ariadne, I was Aot muck more 
obliged to it for procuring me a rich widow, wh6 ^ 
was recommended to me by an old friend, as a ver;^ . 
prudent match: and, indeed, fo it was, hiprfor- . 
tune being fuperior to mine, in the fame proportioft , 
as that of Ariadne had been inferior, I therefore 
embraced this propo.fal, ^nd my ckaradter of wif- . 
dom foon pleaded lo efFedually for me with the win- 
dow, who was hcrfelf a woman of great gravity 
and difcretion, that I foon fucceeded ; and as foon . 
as decency would permit (of which this lady \vas 
theilri^^lcil obferver), we were married, being the . 
feconddayof thefecond week, of the fecond year, . 

■ after herhuiband's death; for fhe iaid (he thought . 
' fome period of time above the year had a great air . 
of decorum. 

* But, prudent as this latTy was, (he made merai- 

' ferable. Her perfon wiis Ar from being lovely'; . 
' but her temper was intolerable. During fifteen years 
' habitation, I never pafTed a finglc day without hear- . 
^ tily curfing her, and the hour in which we came to*- 
' gether. 'I'he only comfort I received in the mid(t 
' of the higheft torments, was from continually hear- 
» ing the, prudence of my match commended by all 
^ my acquaintance. 

* Thus you fee, in the affairs of love, I bought , 
' the reputation of wifdom pretty dea*. In other 

' matters, I had it fomewhat cheaper ; not that hy- . 
' pocrify, which was the price 1 gave for it, give* . 
' one no pain:: I have refufed myfelf a thoufand lit- ^ 

* tie amufements with a feigned contempt, while I . 

* have really had an inclination to them. I have of- . 

* ten almoft choaked myfelf to rellrain fromlaugiiihg 

' at a jell, and (which was perhaps to myfelf the . 

* leaft hurtful of all my hypocrify) have heartily en- . 

* joyed a book in ray clofet, which I have fpoke with . 

* detellation of in public. To fum up my hiftory in 

* fhorr, as I had few adventures worth rememh^xva.^* 

■• my whdlc life was ©ne conft-s^xv*. Vv<t % 5>.tL^ V-aj^YI 
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* would it have been for me, if I cou]das thorough!/ 

' have impofed on myfelf, as I did on others : for re- " 

* fledtion, at every turn, would often xemind me I 

* was not fo wife as people thought me ; and this con- 

* fiderably embittered the pleafure I received from the 
' public commendation of my wifdom. This felf-ad- 

* monition, like z memento mori or mortal! s es^ muft 

* be, in my opinion, a very dangerous enemy to flat- 

' tery : indeed, a weight fufficient to counterbalance . 

* all the falfe praife of the world. But whether it be, ; 

* that the generallityof wife mendonot reflei^ at all, 

* or whether they have, from a condant impofition on 
' others, contraded fuch a habit of deceit, as to de- 

* celve thcmfelves, I will not determine; it is, I be- 

* lieve, moft certain, that very few wife men know 
' themfelves what fools they are, more than the world 

* doth. Good gods! could but one fee what pafTes 

* in the clofet of wifdom I how ridiculous a fight muft . 

* it be to behold the wife man, who defpifes gratify- 

* ing his palate, devouring cuftard ; the fober wife 

* man, with his dram bottle ; or, the anticarnalifl (if . 

* I may be allowed the expreffion) chuckling over a 

* b — y book or pidlure, and perhaps carelfing his 
' houfe-maid I 

* But to conclude a charafter, in which I appre- . 
' hend I made as abfurd a figure, as in any in which 

* .1 trod the flage of earth, my wifdom at lafl: put an 

* end to itfelf; that is, occafioned my diffolution. 

' A RELATION of mine, in the eaftern part of the 

* empire, difmherited his ion, and left me his heir. 

* This happened in the depth of winter, when I 

* was in my grand clamadleric, and had juft recovered 

* of a dangerous difeafe. As I had all the reafon ima- . 
' ginable to apprehend the family of the deceafed would 

* confpire againft me, and embezzle as much as they 

* could, I advifed with a grave and wife friend, what 

* was proper to be done ; whether I fhould go myfelf, 

* or employ a notary on this occafion, and defer my 

* journey to the fpring. To fay the truth, I was moft . 

* inclined to the latter ; the rather as my circamftanccs 
' were extremely flourifhing, as 1 was advanced in 
' years^ and had not one perfon in the world, to 
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' whom I ftiould with pleafure bequeath any fortune 

* at my death . 

. * My friend told me, he thought my queftion ad- 

* mitted no manner of doubt or debate ; that com- 

* mon prudence abfolutely required my immediate de- 

* parture; adding, that if t lie fame good luck had 

* happened to him, he would have b:en already on 

* his journey: for, continued he, a man who knows 

* the world fo well as you, would be inexcufab'e to 
•' give perfons fuch an opportunity of cheating yow, 
' who, you mult be aiTurcd, will be too well inclined ; 

* and as for employing a notary, remember that ex- 
*, cellent maxim, Ne /lacias per alium, que d fieri pot eft 

* per ie, I own the badnefs of the feafon, and your 

* very late recovery are unlucky circumftances ; but a 

* wife man muftgetOver difficulties, when neceflity ob- 

* liges him to encounter them, 

* I WAS immediately determined by this opinion. 
*■ The duty ot a wife man made an Irrefiflible impref* 

* fion, and 1 took the necefficy for granted, wichout 

* examination. I accordingly fet forward the next 

* morning ; very tempeftuous weather fooh overtook 

* me ; I had not travelled three days before 1 relapfed 

* into my itv^Vy and died. 

' 1 WAS now as cruelly difapointed by Minos, as I 

* had formerly been happily fo. I advanced with the 

* utmoft confidence to the ?ate, and really imagined I 

* fhouldhave been admitted by the wifdom of my coun-^ 

* tenance, even without any queflions afked : but this 

* was not my cafe ; and, to my great furprize, Minos, 

* with a menacing voice, called out to me— —You 

* Mr. there, with the grave countenance, whither fo 
' fafl, pray? Will you pleafe, before you inove any 

* farther forwards, to give me a fhort account of your 

* tranfaftions below. I then began, and recounted 

* to him my whole hiflory, ftill expeding, at the end 

* of every period, that the gate would be ordered to 

* fly open : but I was obliged to go quite through 

* with it, and then Minos, after fome little coniide- 

* ration fpoke to me as follows : 

* You, Mr. Wifeman ; Hand forth, \^^^>\'\5v^^* 

* Believe jne. Sir a trip back ;!i^«asl \ft ^^xx^> >>ri\^'^ 
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* one of the wifdk (jteps you ever took> and reaUy 

* more to the honour of your wifdom, than any yoa 

* have hitherto taken. On the other iidc> nothing 
' could be fimpler, than to endeavour at Elyiium; 

* for who, but afjol, would carry a commodity, 

* wJiich is of fuch iniinite yalue in one place, into ano- 
' ther where it is of none. But without attempting 
' to offend your gravity with a jeft, you muil return 
' to the place from whence yon came; for Elyfium 

* was never defigned fcr thofe who are too wife to be 

* happy/ 

* 1 yis fentence confounded me greatly, efpecially 

' as it iecmed to threaten me with carrying my wif- 

'/ dom back again to earth. I told the judge, though 

^ he would not admit me at the gate, 1 hoped I had 

' committed no crime, while alive, which merited 

* my being wife any logger. He anfwered me, Imuil 
' take my chance as to that matter, and immediatelj: 
*- we turned our backs to each other,* _ 

g H A P. XVII. 

* T WA Snow born at Oviedo in Spain. My father V 

* X naine was Vetemcnd, and I was adopted by my 
' uncle, king Alphonfo the Cha^ 1 don't recoiled in 

* all the pilgrimages I have made on earth« that I 
*' ever paft a more miferable infancy than now ; being 
^ under the utmoftconfinement and retrain t, andfur-^ 

* rounded wish phyficians, who were ever doling me ; 
^ and tutors, who were continually plaguing me with 

* their in ftr unions ; even thofe hours ofleifure, whicK 

* my i]M(linatioA would have ^nt in play, were aJ-^ 
^ looted to tedious romp and ceremony, which, at an 
^ age wheyein I had no ambition to enjoy thjs fervility 

* of courtiers, enflaved me Bu>re than it . could the 
X mej^neft of then^. However, as I advanced towards 

* manhood, my condition made me. fome amends : 
, ^ fbiLthe moft beaatiful women of ^heir own accood 

< threw out lures for me, and I had tjie hap^^inels^ 

* which no man in an inferior degree can arrive at^ 
' of ^i)Joyia£ this iAAStrdi6kX<^\^ai!^«X'ix^». without the 
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^ previous and tirdbme ceremonies of courtfhip, un- 

• lefs with the moft finaplc, young, and unexperienced. 
•■ As for ihe caurt ladies, they regarded me rather a* 

• men do the molt lovely of the other fex ; and the* 

• they oittwardiy retained fome appearance of mo- 

• defty, they in reality rather conlideredthemfelvcs as 

• receiving than conferring favours. 

' Another happinefs I enjoyedy was in conferring 

• favours of another fort ; for as \ was extremeljr 

• good-natured and generous, fo I had flaily oppor- 
^ tunities of fatisfying thofe paflions. Befides my own 

• princely allowance, which was very bountiful, ani. 

• with which I did many liberal and good actions, X 
^ recommended numberlefs perfons of merit in dillrcfa 

• to the king's notice, mofl of whom were f)rovidedr 

• for. 

* iNOEEEh, had I fufficiently known my bleft fitua- 
^ tion at this time, I Ihould have grieved at nothing 

• more than the death of Alphonfo, by which the bur- 

• den of govern ment devolved upon me : but fo blindly 

• fond is ambition 4 and fuch charms doth it fancy ia 

• the power, and pomp, and fplendor of a crown j^ 
^ that though I vehemently loved th^t king^ and had 

• the ^ateft obligations to him, the thoughts of fuc- 

• ccedmg him obliterated my regret at his lofs, and 

• the wifli for my approaching coronation, dried my. 

• eyes at his funeral. 

' But my fondnefs for the name of king, did not • 

• make m^ forgetful of thofe, over whom I was to 

• reign. Iconfidered them in the light in which a| 

• tender father regards his children, as perfons whofe 

• well-being God had intrufted to my care;. and 

• again, in that in which a prudent lord refpe^ls his 

• tenants, as thofe on whofe wealth and grandeur he 
*'h to build his own. Both thefe con fiderat ions in- 

• fpited me with the greateft care for their welfare, . 

• and their good was my firftand ultimate concern. 

' Thb uiurper Maoregas had impioully obliged^ • 

• himfelf, and his fucceifors, to pay to the Moor» 
^ every year an infamous tribute of an hundred young 

• virgins : from this cruel and fcaiidaicivi^ va\^^^\Ni\Rk^ 
*1 tctolvfd: to relieve my couuu^* Ksw3^t^S»^» 
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' whet) their emperor Abderames the fecond had tht 

* audacioufnefs to make this demand of me, infiead 

* of complying with it» I ordered his ambafikdors to 

* be driven away with all imaginable ignominy, and 

* would have condemned them to death, could I have 
' done it without a manifefl violatiojn of the law of 

* nations. 

• I NOW raifed an immenfe army. At the levying 

* of which, I madea fpeech from my throne, acquaint- 

* ing my fubjefts with the neceffity, and the reafons 

* of the war in which I was going to engage : which 
' I convinced them I had undertaken for their eafe 

* and fafeiy, and not for fatisfying any wanton ambi- 

* tion, or revenging any private pique, of my own. 

* They all declared unanimoufly, that . they would 

* venture their lives, and every thing dear to them, in 

* my defence, and in the fupport of the honour of 

* my crown. Accordingly, my levies were initantly 

* complete, fufficient numbers being only left to till 

* the land j churchmen, even bilhops theinfelves, en- 

* lining themfelves under my banners. 

• The armies met at Alvelda, where we were di^- 

* comnted with immenfe lofs, and nothing but the 

* lucky intervention of the night could have faved our 

* who'le army. 

' I RETREATED to the fummit of a hill, where I 

* abandoned myfclf to the higheH: agonies of grief, 

* not fo much for the danger in which 1 then faw my 

* crown, as for the lofs of thofe miferable wretches, 

* who had expofed their lives at my command. I 

* could not then avoid this refledion ; That if the 
' deaths of thefe people in a war, undertaken abfo- 
' lutely for th^ir protection, could give me fuch con- 

* cern ; what horror mull I have felt, if, like princes 

* greedy of dominion, I had facrificed fuch numbers 
^ to my own pride, vamty, and ridiculous hx£t of 

* power ! 

' Aft^r having vented my forrows for fome time 
' in this manner, I began to confider by what meang 

* I might poflibly endeavour to retrieve this misfor- 
^ tune ; when refleding on the great number of 
^ prleUd I had iu my ^m^^ ^.ud oiv tlie prodigious 
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* force of fuperllition, a thought luckily fuggefted it- 

* felf to me, to counterfeit that St. James had ap- 
' peared to me in a vifion, and had pomifed me the 
' vidtory. While I was ruminating on this, the bi- 
^ fliop of Najara came opportunely to me. As I did 

* not intend to communicate the fecret to him, I took. 

* another method, and inftead of anfwering any thing 

* the biihop faid to me, I pretended to talk to St. 

* James, as if he had been really prefent j till at 

* length, after having fpbke thofe things, which I 
' thought fufficient, and thanked the faint aloud fbr 
' his promife of the vidlory, I turned about to the 
' bifhop, and embracing him with a pleafed <^ount6- 

* nance, protefted I did not know he was prefent ; and 

* then informing him of this fuppofed vifion, I a^ed 
' him, if he had not himfelf feen the faint? He an- 

* fwered me, he had ; and afterwards proceeded to 
^ affure me, that this appearance of St. James w^» 

/ * entirely owing to his prayers ; for that he was hi» 
' tutelar faint. He added, he had a viiion of him a 
' few hours before, when he promifed him a vidlory 
^ over the infidels, and acquainted him at the fame 

* time of the vacancy of the fee of Toledo, Now 

* this news being really true, tho' it had happened fa 
' lately, that I had nof heard of it, (nor, indeed, 

* was it well poflible I Ihould, cohfidering the greit 

* diftance of the way) when I was afterwards acquaint- 

* ed with it, a little ftaggered me, though far from be- 

* ing fuperftitious ; till being informed, that the bU 

* Ihop had loft three horfes on a late expedition, I was 
' fatisfied 

* The next mornbg, the biihop, at my de/ire, 

* mounted the roftrum, and trumpeted forth this vi- 

* fion fo effcdlually, which he faid he had that even: ^ 

* ing twice feen with his own eyes, that a fpirit ber- 

* gan to be infufed though the, whole army, which 
' rendered them fuperior to almoll any force ; the bi- 

* fhop iniifted, that theleaft doubt of-fuccefs was giv- 

* ing the lie to the faint, and a damnable fin, and 
J he took upon him in his name to promife them vie- 

* tory. 
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' The army Being drawn out, I fbon e3cperLenced» 

/* the efFedl of enthu/uifxn, fbr having contrived ano- 

<• ther* ftratagem to ftrengthen what the bilhop had 

. * faid, the fbldiers fought more like furies than men. 

^ My. flratagem was this : I had about me a dexteroos 

^ fellow, who had been'formerly a pitop in my amours. 

* Him 1 drefled up in a ftrange antic drefs, with a pair 

* of white colours in his right hand, a r.edcrofs in his 
^ lefr, and having diguifed him To that no on« couW 
^ know hiln,^ I placed him on a white horfe, and cr» 
■^ dered him to ride to the head of the army,^ and cry 

- • out,. Follow St. James I Thefe words were reiterated' 
<^ by all the troops, who attacked the enemy with fuch' 

* intrepidity, that notwithftanditig our inferiority of 
"^ numbers,, we (bon obtained a complete vidlory^ 

'The bilhop was come up by the time that the> 

* enemy was routed, and acquainting us, that he had^ 
*• met St. James by the way, and that he had rnform« 
*- ed him of what had paft, he added, that he had ex^ 

• prefs orders from the- faint, to receive a confiderable 
*• fum for his ufe, and that a certain tax on com and 
•* wine fhould be fetled on his church for ever ; and 

• laftly, that a horfcman's pay (hould be allowed for- 

• the future to the faint himfelf, of which he and hit 
} fuccefTors were appointed receivers. The army re- 

• ceived thefe demands with fuch acclamations, that* 

♦ I was obliged to comply with them, as I could by 
^ no means difcqver the impofition, nor do I believe- 
^ I fliould have gained any credit if I had, 

* i HAD now done with the faint, but the bifhop 

♦ had not ; for about a week afterward?, lights were 
*■ feen in a wood near where the battle was fought ;• 

• and in a (hort time afterwards, they difcovered his 

* tomb at the fame place. Upon thi?, the bi(hop 
*< made me a vifit,. and forced me- to go thither to 
•* build a church to him, and largely endow it. In a 
' word, the good man fo plagued me with miracle 

• after miracle, that I was forced to make intereft 



♦ This filly ftory w told as a folemn truth, u e. that St, Ja 
really ap^^eared in the mMQ^r this fellow is d(fcribtd| by Mariana^ 
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with the pope to convey him to Toledo, to get rid 
of him. ' 

* But to proceed to other matters.— There was an . 
inferior officer, who had behaved very bravely ii^ 
the battle againff the Moors, and had received vdvc^ 
ral wounds, who folicited me for preferment; r 
which I was about to confer on him> when one of m^ 
miniilers came to me in a fright, and told me, that 
he had promifed the poft I defigned for this maa 
to the ion of count Alderedo; and that the county . 
who was a powerful pirfon, would be greatly dif^ 
obliged at the refufal^ as he had fcnt for his foa 
from fchool to take poiTeinoa of it. I was obliged ^ 
to agree with my nuniiler^s reafons, and at the fame 
time recommended the wounded foldier to be pre- 
ferred by him, which he faithfully promifed ho 
would : but I met ih$ j^i^ wretch iince in Elyiium^ . 
who informed me be was. afterwards ftarved ta 
death. 

' None, who hath not been himfelf a prince,^ nor 
any prince, till his death, can conceive the impo- 
fitions daily put on them by their favourites and 
miniilers ; fo' that princes are often blamed for tho 
faults of others. The count of Saldagne, had been, 
long confined in prifon, when his fon I). Barnard del 
Carpio, who had performed the greatell aftion* 
agai nil the Moors, entreated me^ as a reward for his 
fervice to grant him his father's liberty. The old 
man's puniftiment had been fo tedious, and thefer- 
A'ices of the young one fo Angularly eminent, that 
I was very inclinable to grant the requeil; but my 
miniilers ilrongly oppofed it. The/ told me, Mj 
glory demanded re'venge for the dijhonour offered to my 
family ; that fopojtti'vea demand carried ^ith it rathir 
the air of menace than entreaty. That the 'bain detail 
tf his fer vices f and the recompence dut to them, ivas an 
injurious reproach. That to grant ^what had been f^ 
haughtily demanded, ivould argue in the monarch both 
iviaknefs and timidity ; in a ^wordy that to remit the 
punijhment inflicted by my predecejforsy nuould be to con^ 
demn their judgment, Laftly , one toli me in OL'VMVxJ^tT ^ 
/f/j i{;Mefu?ttilj art enemies ta voiir bouft%- "^^ Ni^^st 
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* means the miHifters prevailed. The young lord 

* took the rcfufal fo ill, that he retired from court, 

* and abandoned himfelf t« defpair, whilft the old one 

* languifhed in prifon. By which means^ as I have 
' fince difcovered, I loft the ufe of two of i*y b^ffc 
' lubjefts. 

• To confefs the truth, I had, by means of my mi- 

* nifters, conceived a very unjuft opinion of my wh'olc 

* people, whom 1 fancied to be daily confpiring 

* agamft me, and to entertain the moft diHoyd 

* thoughts ; when in reality (as I have known fince 

* my death) they held me in univerfal refpeft and 
^ efteem. This is a trick, I believe, too often played 
' with fovereigns, who, by fuch means, are prevented 

* from that open intercourfe with their fubjeds, which 

* as it wouFa greatly endear the perfon of the prince 

* to the people, fd might it often prove dangerous 

* to a minifter, who was confulting his own intereit 
' only at the expence of both. I believe I have now 

* recounted to you the moft material pafTages of my 

* life ; for, I aiTure you, there are fbme incidents in 

* the iives of kings not extremely worth relating. 
^ Every thing which palFes in their minds and fami- 

* lies, is not attended with the fplendor which fur- 

* rounds their throne : indeed,^ there are fome liours 

* whereiji the naked king and the naked cobler can 

* fcarce be diftinguifhed from each other. 

' Had it not been, however, for my ingratitude to 
« Bernard del Carpio, I believe this would have been 

* my laft pilgrimage on earth ; for, as to the ftory of 

* St. James, I thought Minos wQuld have burft his 
' fides at it : but he was fo difpleafed with me on the 

* other account, that, with a frown, he cried out,. 
' Get thee back again, king. Nor would he fuifer 

me to fay another word,* 
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CHAP. XVIII. 
Julian paffes into a fool. 

TH E next vifit I made to the world, was per- 
formed in France, where I was born in the 
court of Lewis III. and had afterwards the honoar 
to be preferred to be fool to the prince, who was 
furnamed Charles the Simple. But in reality, I 
know not whether I might fo properly be faid to 
have a6led the fool in his court, as to have made 
fools of all others in it. Certain it is, I was wtty 
far from being what is generally underllood by that 
word, being a mod cunning, defigning, arch knave» 
I knew very well the folly of my mailer, and of 
many others, and how to make my advantage of 
this knowledge, I was as dear to Charles the Sinw 
pie, as the player Paris was to Domitian, and, ]ik« 
him, bellowed all manner of offices and honours on 
whom I pleafed. This drew me a great number of 
followers among the courtiers, who really millook 
me for a fool, and yet flattered my underllanding- 
There was particularly in the court a fellow, wh<> 
had neither honour, honelly, fenfe, wit, courage, 
beauty, nor indeed any one good quality either o£ 
mind or body, to recommend him : but was at the 
fame tim?, perhaps, as cunning a monfler as ever 
lived. 1'his gentleman took it into his head to lift 
under my banner, and purfued me fo very aifidu*- 
oufly with flattery, conflantly reminding me of my 
good fenfe, that I grew immoderately fond of him ; 
for though flattery is not moft judicioufly applied 
to qualities which the perfons flattered pofl'eis, yet 
as, notwithflanding by being well aifured of my 
own jparts, I pafl in the whole court for a fool, this 
flattery was a wtry fweet morfel to me. I therefore 
got this fellow preferred to a bifliopric, but I loft 
my flatterer by it, for he never afterwards faid a 
civil thing to me. 

' I NEVER baulked my imagination for the groiH 
nefs of the reflexion on the chara-^fix ^i >icv^ ^g^t-^aXx 
eft noble, nay even tke k\3Ag\uxa&\^\ oS.>«WOcwV 
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•■ will give" you a very bold inftance; One day, his 

* finrple ma jelly told me, he believed I bad fo mack 
•'power, that his people looked oH.me as the king, 
' and himfdf as my fool. At this I pretended to be 
' angry as with an afFront. Why, how now, fays 

* the king; Are yon afhamed of being a king ? No, 
*• Sir> fays I, but I am devDiihly afhamed of my fool/ 

* He BERT, car! ofVcrmandois, had by my means 

* been rcftorcd to thp favour of the Simple,, (for fb I 
«*ufed always to cafl Charles..) He afterWkrds pre- 
*' vailed with the king to take the city of Arras fiom 

* carl Baldwin, by >\4ih:h means^ Heliert, in exchange- 
'for this city, had Peronne i^eftored to hiil^by count 

* Altmar. Baldwin came to court, in order to pro- 
"cure the reftoration of this city ; but, either through 

* pride or ignorance,, negle^ed to apply to me. As 
^ I met him at court during his folicitation, I told 

* him he did not apply the right way ; he anfwercd 
•'roughly, he fhould not afk a fooVs advice : I replied,. 
« I did not wortder at his prejudice, lince he had 

* mifcarried already by following a fool*s advice : but 

* I told him, there were fools who- had more intereft 
•"than that he had brought with him to court. He 
•-anfwered me furlily, he had no fool with hinnv ^oi 
< he travelled alone. — Ay, rtiy lord, fays I, I pften 
' travel alone, and yet they wilf haye it I alwayr 
'*• carry a fool with me. This ruifed a laugh among 

* the oyftanders, on which he gave mc a blow". I im»» 
«• mediately complained of this ufage to The Simple, 
' who difmiilbd the eaH from court with very hard 
*► words, in ftead of granting him the favour he foli- 

* cited. 

* 1 GIVE you thefe rather as a fpecimen of my in- 
« tereft and impudence than of my wit; indeed my 
' jells were commonly more admired than they ought 

* to be: fbr, perhaps, I was not in reality much more 

* a wit than a fool. But with the latitude of un- 
«- bounded fcnrrllity, it in cafy enough to atiain the 
^ charafter of wit, efpecially in a court, where, as. all 
« perfons hate and envy one another heartily, and ar^ 
' at the feme time obliged by the conftrained beha- 

* viodf of crvUity to f tofsA ftve %jct^xt^\2K»%» ^ v^ 
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* is, and muft be wcmderfully pleafant to them to fee 

* the follies of their acquaintance expofed by a third^ 
f perfon, Beiides, the opinion of the court is as uni- 

* form as the felhion, and is always guided, by the- 
^ will of the prince or of the favourite. I doubt not: 
*- that Caligula's horfe was univerfally held in hir 

* court to be a good and. aUe conful : in the fame- 
•^ manner was I univerfally acknowledged to be the 
^ wittieil fool in the world. Every word I faid f aifedi 
^ laughter, and was held to be a jeft, efpccially by 
•• the ladies ; who fonvetimes laughed before I had* 

* discovered my fentiment, and^ofien repeated that as 
^ a jeft which Ldid not even intend as one^ 

' I WAS as fevese-on the ladies as on the men, and 
•• with the fame iinpunity j but thii at laft coft me^ 

* dear : for once having joked the beaotyof a liady,, 

* whofe name was Adelaide, a favourite of The Sim- 

* pie's, fhe pretended to fmile and be pleafed at my 

* wit with the reft of the company ; but in reality^ 
« ihe highly refented it,, and endeavoured to under*- 
•- mine.me with the king. In which fhe fo greatly^ 
f" fucceeded (for what can't a favourite woman do with 

* one who deferves the furname of Simple?) that the 
«- king grew every day more referred to me, and wheiM 

* I attempted any freedom, gave me fuch marks of his 
« difpleafure„ that the courtiers (who have all hawk'»^ 
*- eyes at a flight from the fovereign) foon difcerned 

* it : and* indeed, had I been blind enough not to have- 
^ difcovered that I had loft ground in the Simple's fa- 

/ vour, ^y his own change in his carriage towards me,, 

* I muft have found it,, nay even felt it, in the beha-.. 

* viour of the courtiers ;. for, as my company was twch 

* days before folicited with the utmoft eagemefs, it 

* was now reje<^ed with as much fcorn. I was now> 
' the jeft of the ufhers and pages ; syid an officer ofi 

* guards, on whom I was a little jocofe, gave nie a 

* box on the ear, bidding me n^ake free with my 

* equals. This very fellow had been my butt for 

* many years, without daring to lift his hand againft 

* me. 

* But tho' I vifibly perceived the ?L\\.^t?XYa^\'5v\Jc^i^ 
< Simple, J was otteriy anabU lo mtJte ^sc^ %x^^^^ "^ 
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* the occafion. I had not the leaft fufpicion of Adc* 

* laide 5 for, befides her being a very good humoured 

* woman, I had often made fevere jefts on her repu- 
' tation, which I had all the reafon imaginable to 
« believe had given her no offence. But I foon per- 
' ceived, that a woman will bear the moft bitter cen- 

* fures on her morals, eafier than the fmallefl reflec- 

* tion on her beauty : for ftie now declared publicly, 

* that I- ought to be difmiffed from court, as the fta- 

* pidefl of fools, and one in whom there w^s no di- 

* verfion ; and that fhe wondered how any pcrfon 
' could have fo little tafte, as to imagine I had any 
' wit. This fpeech was echoed through the drawings 
' room, and agreed to by all prefent. Every jone now 

* put on an unufual gravity on their countenance 
' whenever I fpoke ; and it vvas as much out of my 
« power to raife a laugh, as formerly it had been for 

* me to open my mouth without one. 

* While my affairs were in this pofture, I went 

* one day into the circle, without my fool's drefs. 

* The Simple, who would Hill fpeak to me, crie'd 

* out. So fool, what's the matter now? Sir, anfvver- 
' ed I, fools are like to be fo common a commodity 

* at court, that I am weary of my coat. How doft 

* thou mean, anfvvered the Simple; what can make 

* them commoner now than ufual?— O, Sir, faid /, 
' there are ladies here make yoiir majefty a fool every 

* day of their lives. The Simple took no notice of 
' my jeft, and feveral prefent faid my bones ought to 

* be broke for my impudence ; but it pleafed the 

* queerrj who knowing Adelaide, whom fhe hated; 

* to be the caufe of my difgrace, obtained me of the 

* king, and took me into her fervice; fo that I wai 
' henceforth called the queen's fool, and in her court 

* received the fame honour, and had as much wit as 

* I had formerly had in the king's. But as the queen* 

* had really no power unlefs over her own domelHcs, 
' I was not treated in general with that complacence, 

* nor did I receive thofe bribes and prefents, v^ich 

* had once fallen to my fhare. 

' Nor did this confined rcfpeft continue long: for 
/ the queea^ who h^ in {a<^ i\q ulU for humour. 
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' Coon grew fick of my foolery, and forgetting the 

* caufe for which fhe had taken me, neglefted me fo 

* much, that her court grew intolerable to my tem- 

* per, and I broke my heart and died. 

* Minos laughed heartily at feveral things in my 
' ilory, and then telling me, No one played the fool 

* in Elyfium, bid me go back again.' 

CHAP. XIX. 
Julian appears in the charaSler of a Beggar, 

' T NOW returned to Rome, and was born into a 

* JL very poor and numerous family, which, to be 

* honeil with you, procured its livelihood by begging. 
' This, if you was never yourfelf of the calling, you 

* do not know, I fuppofe, to be as regular a trade as 

* any other ; to have its feveral rules and fecrets, or 

* my fieri es, which to learn require perhaps as tedi-^ 

* ous an apprenticelhip as thoie of any craft what- 

* ever. 

* The firft thing we are taught is the countenance 
' miferable. This indeed nature makes much eafie« 

* to fome than others : but there are none who can- 
' not accomplilh it, if they begin early enough ia. 

/ youth, and before the mufcles are grown too ftub* 

* born. 

* Thk fecond thing is, the voice lamentable. In 

* this qualification too, nature muft have her fhare in 

* producing the moft confummate excellence ; hovv- 
' ever, art will here, as in every other inflance, go a 

* great way with induftry and application, even with- 

* out the afiiilance of genius; efpecially if the fludent 

* begins young. 

' Therk are many other inftrudUons : but thefe 

* are moft confiderable. The women are taught one 

* pradice more than the men i for they are inftru£led 

' in the art of crying, that is, to have their tears ready , 

* on all occafions ; but this is attained very eafily by 

* moft. Some indeed arrive at the utmoft perfedion - 

* in this art with incredible facility. 

'No profeffion requires a deeper infight into hu- 
' man nat^re, than the beggars, TIv^vy fcas^^W^'^ 
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« of the paflions of men is fo exten five,^ that I ha\'e 

* often thought, it would be of no little fervice to a. 

* politician to have his education among- them. Nayv 

* there is a much greater analogy be i ween thefe two 

* charaAers than is imagined : for both concur in 

* their firft and grand principle, it beingequaliy their 

* buiinefs to delude and imporex)n mankind. Itmeft 

* be confefTed, that they differ widely in the degree ol 

* advantage, which they make by their deceit ; for^ 

* whereas the begg-ar is contented with a little, the 

* politician leaves but a Kttle behind. 

' A VERY great Engliih philofopher hath remarked 

* our policy, in taking care never to addiefs any one 

* with a title inferior to what he really claims. My 

* father was of the fame opinion : for 1 remember 

* when I was a hoy, the pope happening to pafs by^ 

* I attended him with pray Sir; for God's fake. Sir, 

* for the Lord's fake. Sir ;— To which he anfwered 

* gravely, fiirah, iirrah, you ought to be whipt, for 

* taking the Lord's name ia vain ; and in vain it wa* 

* indeed, for he gave me- nothing. My father over- 

* hearing this, took his advice and whipt me very fc* 
^ verely. While I was under correflion, I promifecf 

* often never to take- the Lord's name in vain any 

* more. My father then, faid, child, I do not Whip 

* you for taking his name in vain : I whip yoti fot 

* not calling the pope his HoUnefs. 

« If all men were fo wife and good to fellow the 

* clergy's example, the nuifancc of beggars woufd 
^ foon be removed. I do not remember to have i>een 

* above twice relieved by them during my whole ftate- 

* of beggary. Once was by a very well-looking man> 

* who gave me a fmall piece of iilver, and declared,. 

* he had given me more thaik he had left himfelf ; 

* the other was by a fpruce young fellow^ who had> 

* that very day iirft pat on his robes, whom I at- 

* tended with, pray^ reverend Sir, good reverend Sir,. 

* conftder your cloth. He anfwered, I do child, conr 

* fider my office, syad I hope ail of our cJoth do the 
^ fame. He t;hen threw down fomc money, and ilrut- 

* IcdsC^ with great dignity- 
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•• With the women ^ I had one general formulary t 

* Sweet pretty lady, God blefs your ladyfliip, God 

* blefs you J handfome face. Thifi generally fucceed- 
/ ed ; but I obfervcd, the uglier the womaa >^as, the 

* furerl wasof fuccefs. 

' It was a con dan t maxim among us, that the 

* greater retinue any one travelled with, the lefs ex-* 

* pedation we might promife ourfelves fiom them ; 

* but whenever we faw a vehicle with a fmgle, or no^ 

* iervant, we imagined our booty fure, and were fel- 
^ dom deceived. 

' We obferved great difference introduced by time: 
f and circumftance in the fame per (on : for inftance;i» 
« a lofing gameller is fometimes generous ; but from. 

* a winner, you will as eafily obtain his foul, as a fm* 

* glc groat. A lawyer travelling from his country*- 

* feat to his clien-ts at Rome, and a phylicLan going ta 

* vifit a patient, were always worth aflcing : but the 
^ fame oa their return were (according to our cant 

* phrafe). untouchable* 

. ^ The mo& general> and indeed, the trueft maxiinb 
5 amongd us, was, that thoi^ whe poiTQiied the leaii 
5 were always the readieft to give. The chief art of. 

* a beggarman is therefisre to diicern the rich from. 
^ the poor, whach, tho' it be only diitinguifhing fab^- 

* fiance from ihadow, is by no means- attainable with-^ 

* out a pretty good capacity, and a vaft degree of 

* attention : for thefe two are eternally ioduflrious ia 

* endeavouring to couirtcrfeit each other. In this de- 
^ c^it, the poor man is more heartily in earned to de*. 
5 ^eive you, thaa the rich ; who amidit all the em - 

* blems of poverty which he puts on, ftill pecmits 

* fome mark of his wealth to ilrike the eye. Thus„ 

* while his apparel is not woith a groat,, his finger 

* wears a ring of value,, or his pocket a gold watch. 

* In a-wordj he feems rathotf* to affed poverty to.in^ 

* fuk than impofc on you. Now the poor man, on, 

* the contrary, is very fincere in his defire of pafling 

* for rich ;. but the eagernefs of this defire hurries him 

* to over-aft his part, and he betrays himfelf as one 

* who is drunk oy his over-afted fobriety. Thus^ 
^ infixad of t^ing atteaded. bf ooft ^^x^^tlX "oi^^* 
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' moanted, he will have two; and not being able to 
' purchafe or maintain a fecond horfc of value, one of 
' his fervants at lead is mounted on a hired rafcallion, * 

* He is not contented to go plain and neat in his 
"* clothes ; he therefore claps 6n fome taudry orna- 
' ment, and what he adds to the fincnefs of his vcft- 

* ment, he detrafts from the finenefs of his linen. 

* Without defcending into more minute particulars, 

* I believe I may affert it as an axiom of indubitable 
' truth, that whoever fnews you he is eidier in him- 

* (elf, or his equipage, as gaudy as he can, convinces 

* you he is more fo than he can afford. Now wh'en- 

* ever a man's expence exceeds his income, he isin- 

* different in the degree; we had therefore nothing 

* more to do with fuch, than to flatter them with their 

* wealth and fplcndor, and were always certain of 

* fuccefs. 

' There is, indeed, one kind of rich man, who is 
' commonly more liberal, namely, where riches fur- 

* prize him as it were, in the midfl of poverty and 

* diftrefs ; the confcquence of which is, I own, fomc- 

* times exceflive avarice, but often er extreme prodi- 

* gality. I remember one of thefe, who having rc- 
' ceived a pretty large fom of money, gave me, when 

* I begged an obolus, ii whole talent ; on which hii 

* friend having reproved him, he anfwered with aa 
' oath, why not? Have I not fifty left ? 

* The life of a beggar, if men eflimated things by 
f their real eflence, and not by their outward falfe 

* appearance, would be, perhaps, a more defirable 

* fituation than any of thofe, which ambition pcr- 
' fu^des us with fuch difficulty, danger, and often vll- 

* lainy, to afpire to. The wants of a beggar are 

* commonly as chimerical as the abundance of % no- 

* bleman ;, for befidcs vanity, which a judicious beg- 

* gar will alv^'ay^ ripply to with wonderful efficacy, 

* there are in reality very few natures fo hardened, 
*■ as not- to compaflionate poverty and dillrcfs, when 

* the predominancy of fome other paflion doth not 

* prevent them. 

* 1 H E R E is one happinefs which attends money got 
' with cafe, na,rae\y>t5i«A,u\sxis;vw\ia^d^d\ otherwife 
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as we have frequent opportunities of grovving rich, 
that canker care might prey upon our quiet, as it 
doth on others : but our money ftock we fpend as 
fall as we acquire it; ufually at leaft, for 1 fpeak 
not without exception.; thus it gives us mirth on)y, 
and no trouble. Indeed, the luxury of our Jives might 
introduce difeafes, did not our daily exercife pre- 
vent them. This gives us an appetite and relifh' 
for our dainties, and at the fame time an antidote 
againfl the evil efFeds which floth, united with' 
luxury, induces on the habit of a human body. Our 
women we enjoy with extalies, at leall equal to what' 
the greateft men feel in their embraces. I can, I am- 
affured, fay of myfelf, that no mortal could reap 
more perfedl happinefs from the tender paflion, than 
my fortune had decreed me. I married a charming 
young woman for love, {lie was the daughter of a 
neighbouring beggar, who with an improvidence^ 
too often feen, fpcnt a very large income which, he- 
procured by his profeffion, fo that he was able to 
give her no fortune down ; however, at his death, 
he left her a very well- ace uilomed begging-hut, 
'\ fituated on the fide of a fteep hill, where travellers' 
•^ could not immediately efcape from us, and a garden- 
^ adjoining, being the twenty-eighth part of an acre, 
' well planted. She made me the bell of wives, bore 
' me nineteen children, and never failed, unlefs on 
' her lying-inn, which generally lalled three days, to 
' get my fupper ready, againll my return home in an 
^ evening; this beipg my favourite meal, and at 
• which I, as well as my whole family, greatly en - 
' joyed ourfelves ; the principal fubjedl of our dil^- 
' courfe, being generally the boons we had that day 
f obtained, on which occafions laughing at the fjlly 
^ of the donprs, made no inconfiderable part of the 
entertainment : for whatever might be their mo- 
tive for giving, we cpnllantly imputed our fuccefs 
to our having flattered their vanity, or over-reached 
their underllanding. 

* But, perhaps, I have dwelt too long on this 
character; I Ihall conclude therefore with telling 
you, that after a life of 102 ycani Q.oiixi5v.>0ka.xv^t, ^xjw- 
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^ Ting all which I had never known any fickaefs or III*' 
« iirmity, but tliat which old age neccffarily indoced*' 
« I at laft^ without the leaii pain> went oet like the' 
« fnulF'of a candle. 

* Mf Nos having heard my hidory^ bid me com-' 

* pute, if I cottld, how many lies I had told in my 

* life. As we are here, by a certain fated neceffity,* 

* obliged to confine ourfelves to truth, I aufwered, I 

* believed about 50,000,000. He then replied with 

* a frown^ can fuch a wretch conceive any hopes of 

* entering Elyfium ? I immediately turned about, and 

* upon the whole* was r^oiced at his not calling me 

* back/, 

C H A P. XX. 

Julian performs the part of a JidLte/moH. 

* XT was now my fortune to be born of a Germaft 

* X princefs ; but a man-midwife pulling my head 

* off, in delivering my mother, put a fpeedy eftd to 

* my priiKely life. 

* Spirits, who end their lives before they are at 

* the age of five years, are immediately ordered into 
other bodies ; and it was now my fortune to perform 
feveral infancies, before I could again entitle myfclf 
to an examination of Minos. 

* At length I was deftined once more to play a coi;* 
fiderable part on the flagc. 1 was born in England) 
in the reign of Etheldred II. My father*s name wa» 
Ulnoth. He was earl or thane of Su/fex : I was 
afterwards known by the name of earl Goodwin, 
and began to make a confiderable figure in thd 
world in the time of Harold Harefbot, whom I 
procured to be made king of WefTex, or the Weft- 
Saxons, in prejudice of Hardicanute, whofe mother 
Emma endeavoured afterwards to fet another of her 
fons on the throne : but I circumvented her, and 
communicating her defign to the king, at the fame 
time acquainted him with a projed, which I had 
formed for the murder of thefe two young, princes* 
Emma had fent for thefe her fons from Normandy, 
with the king's te9Lve> ^kom (he had deceived by 
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her religious behaviour, and pretended negleft of 
all worldly aiFairs ; but I^prevailed with Harold to 
invite thefe princes to his court, and put them to 
death. The prudent mother fent only Alfred, re- 
taining Edward to herfelf, as ihe fufpedled my ill" 
defigns, and thought I fhould not venturb to execute 
^them OB one of" her fons, while ihe fecured the 
other : but fhe was deceived, for I had no fooncf 
Alfred In my poflelCon, than I caufed him to be 
conducted to Ely, where I ordered his eyes to be 
put out, and afterwards to be confined in a monaf- . 
' tery. 

* This was one of thofe cruel expedients, which 
^ great men fatisfy themfelves well in executing, by 
' concluding them to be neceffary to the fervice of 
^ their prince, who is the fupport of their ambition, 

* Edward, the other ion of Emma, efcaped again 
' to Normandy; whence, after the death of Harold 
' and Hardicanutje, he made no fcruple of applying 
' to my protedlion and favour, though he had beforiJ 

* profecuted me with all the vengeance he was able, ^ 

* for the murder of his brother: but in all great af- 
' fairs, private relation muft yield to public intercftw 

* Having therefore concluded very advantageous 

* terms for myfelf with him, I made no fcruple of pa- 
•tronizing his caufe, and foon placed him on the 

* throne. Nor did I conceive the leaft apprehenfion 

* from his refentment, as I knew my power was too 

* great for him to encounter, 

* Among other ftipulated conditions, one was to 
'^ marry my daughter Editha. This Edward coiw 

* fented to with great reludlance^ and I had after- 

* wards no reafon to be pleafed with it.i for it raifed 

* her, who had been my favourite child, to fuch an 
■* opinion of greatnefs, that inftead of paying me the 

* ulual refped, fhe frequently threw in my teeth (as 

* often at leaft as I gave her any admonition), that ftie 
^ was now a queen, and that the charader and title of 

* father merged in that of fubjedl. This behaviour^ 

* however, did not cure me of my afFedion towards 

* her, nor leffen the uneafinefs, which I afterwards 

* bore on Edward'^ difnuifine her froHi KU b^d. 
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• One thing, which principally induced me tola- 

* bour the promotion of Edward, was the implicit/ 

* or weaknefs of that prince, under whom I promifed# 

* myiclf abfolute dominion, under another name- 
*. Nor did this opinion deceive me; for during his 
' whole reign, my admin iftrat ion was in the higheft 
f degree defpotic. I had every tiling of royalty, bat 
*. the outward enfigns ; no man ever applying for a 

* place, or any kind of preferment, but to me only. 

* A circumftance, which as it greatly enriched my 

* coifers, fo it no lefs pampered my ambition, and 
*. fatisfied my vanity with a numerous attendance ; 

* and I had the pleafure of feeing thofe, who only 

* bowed to the king, proHrating themfelves before 
' me. 

^ * Edvva«^d the Confeflbr, or St. Edward, as fome 
'. have called him in deriiion, I fuppofe, being a very 

* fiUy fellow, had all the faults incident, and almoft 

* infieparable to fools. He married my daughter 

* Editha, from his fear of dilobliging me ; and after- 

* wards, out of hatred to me, refufed even to confum- 
' mate his marriage, though fhe was one of the moil 

* beautiful women of her age. He was like wife guilty 

* of the bafeft ingratitude to his mother (a vice to 

* which fools are chiefly, if not only liable) and in re- 
^ turn for her endeavours to procure him a throne in 

* his youth, confined her in a loathfome prifon, in 

* her old age. This, it is true, he did by my advice: 
« but as to her walking over nine piowfliares red-hot, 

* and giving nine manors, when (lie had not one in 
« her pofTeffion, there is not a fy liable of veracity 

* in it. 

* The firfl: great perplexity I fell into, was on the 
? account of my Ton Swane, who had deflowered the 
^ abbefs of Leon, fince called Leominlier in Hcre- 
« fctt-dftiire. After this fad, he retired into Denmark, 
' whence he fent to me, to obtain his pardon. The 

* king at firil refufed it; being moved thereto, as I 
« afterwards found, by fome churchinen, particularly 
' by one of his chaplains, whom I had prevented 

* from obtaining; a Sifhoprick. Upon thi», my fou 
f Swsoke invaded the C02^& ^itk ieveial ihips, and 
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^ mitted many outrageous cruelties ; which, indeed, 

* did his buiinefs, as they ferved me to apply to th<? 

* fear of this king, which I had long fince difcovered 
^ to be his predominant paflion. And at lafl, he who 

* had refufed pardon to his firft offence, fubmitted to 

* give it him, after he had committed many other 

* more monftrous crimes ; by which his pardon loil all 

* grace to the offended, and received double ccnfurd 

* from all others. 

« Th« king was greatly inclined to the Normans, 

* had created a Norman archbilhop of Canterbury, 
/ and had heaped extraordinary favours on him. I 

* had no other objedion to this man, than that he 
' rofe without my affiftance; a caufe of diflike, which 
' in the reign of great and powerful favourites, hatk 
' often proved fatal to the perfons who hath given if; 

* as the perfons thus raifed, infpire us conftantly 

* with jealoufics and apprehenlions. For when wc 

* promote any one ourlelves, we take effeftual car« 

* to prefervc fuch an afcendant over him, that we 

* can at any time reduce him to his former degree, 

* (hould he dare -to ad in oppoiition to our wills t 

* for which reafon we never fuffer any to come near 

* the prince, but fuch "as we are alTured it is impoffi- 
' ble fliould be capable of engaging or improving hi* 

* aff^dion ; no prime- minifter, as I apprehend, efteem- 

* ing hirafelf to be fafe, while any other fhares the. 

* ear of his prince, of whom we are as jealous as the 

* fondeft hulband can be of his wife. Whoever, 

* therefore, can approach him by any other channel 
' than that of ourfelves, is in our opinion a declared 

* enemy, and one whom the iirft principles of policy 
' oblige us to demoliih with the utmolt expedition. 
< For the affbdlion of kings is as precarious as that of 

* women, and the only way to fecure either to our- 
' felves, is to keep all others from them. 

' B UT the archbifhop did not let matters reft on fof- 
' picion. He foon gave open proofs of his interefi 

* with the Confeflbr, in procuring an office of fome 

* importance for one Rollo^ a Norman of mean ex- 

* tradion, and very defpicable parts. Whenlre^xt.- 

* fented to the king 'the iud^eticv ol cqx&wv^"!.^'^^ 
Vol. V. O ' ^^ 
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* an honour on fuch a fellow, he anfwered me, that 

* he was the archbifhop's relation. Then, Sir, re- 
' plied 1, he is related to your enemy. Nothing more 
' paft at that time : but I foon perceived by the arch- 

* bilhop'« behaviour, that the king had acquainted 
^ him with our private difcourfe, a iufficient afTurance 

* of his confidence in him, and negled of me. 

' The favour of princes, when once loft,' is reco- 
' verablc only by the gaining a fituation which may 
^ make you terrible to them. As I had no doubt of 
' having loft all credit with this king, which indeed 
' had been originally founded and conftantly fupport- 
' ed by his ft ar, fo I took the method of terror to 

* regain it. 

• The earl of Boulogne coming over to vifit the 
' king, gave me an opportunity of breaking out into 

* open oppoiition : for as the earl was on his return 

* to France, one of his fervants, who was (ent before 

* to procure lodgings at Dover, and infifted on hav- 

* ing them in the houfe of a private man in fpite of 

* the owner's teeth, was, in a fray, which enfued, 
' killed on thefpot; and the earl himfelf arriving 

* there foon after, very narrowly efcaped with his life, 
' The earl, enraged at this affront, returned to the 

* kiag at Gloucefter, with loud complaints and de- 
' mands of fatisfa^ion. Edward confented to his 

* demands, and ordered me to chaftife the rioters, who 

* 'were under my government as earl of Kent: but, in- 

* ftead of obeying thefe orders, I anfwered with foroc 
« warmth, that the Englifh were not ufed to puniih 

* people unheard ; nor ought their rights and privi- 
' leges to be violated : that the accufed fhould be firfl 

* fummoned; if guilty, fhould make fatifadion both 
' with bodv and eftate; but if innocent, fhould be 

* difchargcd. Adding, with great ferocity, that, as 

* earl of Kent, it was my duty to prote^ thofe under 
^ my government againfl the infufts of foreigners. 

' This accident was extremely lucky, as it gave 

* my quarrel with the king a popular colour; and fo 
' ingratiated ihe with the people^ that when I fet op 
^ my ftandard, which I foon after did, they readily 
' ^d chearfally lifted under my banners^ and em- 

\ • braced 
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* braced my caufc, which I perfuaded them was thej> 

* own : for that it-was to protect them againft foreign- . 

* ers that I had drawn my fword. The word Foreign- 

* ers with an Englifhman hath a kind of magical ef- 

* fedly they having the utmofl hatred and averfion to 
' them,- arifing from the cruelties they fuffcred from 
' the Danes, and fome other foreign nations. •« No 

* wonder therefore Jthey e(poufed my caufe, in a quar- 
' rel which had fuch a beginning. 

' But what may be fomewhat more remarkable is, 

* that when I afterwards returned to England from 
^ banifhment, and was at the head of an army of the 
' , Flemifh, who were preparing to plunder the city of 

* London, I ftill perfifted that I was come to defend 

* the Englifh from the danger of foreigners, and gained 

* their credit. Indeed, there is no lyefo grofs but it 

* may be impofed jon the people lay thofe whom they 

* eileem their patrons and defenders. 

^ Thjs kine faved his city by being reconciled to 

* jne, and taking again my daughter, whom he had 

* put away from him ; and thus having frightened . 
■• the king into what conceffions I thought proper, I 
•* dilmiffed my army and fleet, with which I intended, 

* could I not have fucceeded otherwife, to have 

* facked the city of London, and i^avaged the whole 

* jcountry. 

' I WAS no fooner re-eftabliflied in the king's fa- 

* vour, or, what was as well for me, the appearance 

* of it, than I fell violently on the archbifhop. He 

* had of himfelf retired to his monallery in Norman- 

* dy ; but that did not content me, I had him for- 
« mally banifhed, the fee declared vacant, ^nd then 

* Ailed up by another, 

*lENjoYEDmy grandeur a very ihort time, after - 
' «iy reftoration to it: for the king hating ana fearing 

* me to a vtry great degree, and finding no means of ■ 
-'openly dellroying me, at laft efFefted his purpojfe ' 
^ by poiibn, and then ipread abroad a ridiculous ftory ' 

* of my wifhing the next morfel might choak me, 
« if I had had any hand in the death of Alfred; and, 

* accordingly, that the next morfel, by a divine 
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* judgment, ftuckin my throat, and performed that 

* office. 

* This of a ftatefman was one of my worft ftages 

* in the other world. It is a pofl fubje6led daily to. 

* the greateft danger and inquietude, and attended 
« with little pleafure, and Icfs eafe. In a word, it is 

* a pill, which, was it not gilded over by ambition, 

* would appear naufeous and deteftable in the eye of 
< every one ; and perh^s that is one reafbn why Mi- 

* nos fo greatly compamonates the cafe of thofc who 

* fwallow it: for that juft judge told mc, he always 

* acquitted a prime-miniiljer, who could produce one 
' fmgle good adtion in his whole life, let him have 
' committed ever fo many crimes. Indeed, I undcr- 

* flood him a little too largely, and was ftepping to- 

* wards the gate : but he pulled me by the fleevc, and 

* telling me, no prime-minifter ever entered there, bid 

* me go back again ; faying, he thought I had fuffi- 
« cient reafon to rejoice in efcaping the bottomlefs 

* pit, which half my crimes committed iri any other 

* capacity would have entitled me to. 

CHAP. XXI. 

Julian' J ad'ventures in the pofi of afoldier* 
WAS born at Caen in Normandy. My mo- 
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__ ther's name was Matilda ; ^as for my father, I 
am not fo certain ; for the good woman on her 
death-bed aiTured me, fhe herfelf could bring her 
' guefs to no greater certainty, than to five of duke 
« William's captains. When I was no more than thir- 

* teen (being indeed a furprifing flout boy of my age) 
« I enlifled into the army of duke .William, after- 

* wards known by the name of William tHe Con- 

* queror ; landed with him at Pevenfey, or Pemfey 

* in SufTex, and was prefent at the famous battle of 
^ Haflings. 

* At the firft onfet, it Avas impoffible to defcribe 
*. my confter nation, which was heightened by the fall 

* of two foldiers who flood by me; but this foon 

* abated, and by degrees, as my blood grew warm, I 

* rAought no more of w^ ^wu fafety, but fell on 
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the enemy with great fury, and did a good deal of 
execution ; till unhappily I received a wound iamy 
thigh, which rendered me unable to iland any lon- 
ger, fo that I now lay among the dead, and was 
conftantly expofed to the danger of being trampled 
to death; as well by my fellow-foldiers as by the 
enemy. However^ I had the fortune to efcape it, 
and continued the remaining part of the day, and 
the night following, on the ground. 

* The next morning, the duke fending out par- 
ties to bring off the wounded, I was found almoft 
expiring with lofs of blood ; notwithilanding which, 
as immediate care was taken to drefs my wounds, 
youth, and a robuft conlHtution flood my friends, 
and I recovered, after a long and tedious indifpofi- 
tion, and was again able to t{c my limbs and do 
my duty. 

* As foon as Dover was taken, I was conveyed 
thither with all the reft of the fick and wounded. 
Here L recovered of my wound; but fell afterwards 
into a violent flux, which, when it departed, left 
me fo weak, that it was long before I could regain 
my ftrength. And what moft afflided me was, that, 
during my whole illnefs, when I languifhed under 
want as well as ficknefs, I had daily the mortifica- 
tion to fee and hear the riots and excefs of my fel- 
low-foldiers who had happily efcaped fafe from the 

' battle. 

* r WAS rio fooner well, than I was ordered into 
garrifon at Dover caftle. The officers here fared 
very indifferently ; but the private men much worfe. 

' We had great fcarcity of provifions, and what was 
yet more intolerable, were fo clofely confined for 
want of room (four of us being obliged to lie on 
the fame bundle of flraw) that many died, and moil 

■ fickened. 

' Here I had remained about four months, whea 
' one night we were alarmed with the arrival of the 
' earl of Boulogne, who had come over privily from 

■ France, and endeavoured to furprizc the caftle. 

^ The deiign proved inefFeftual : for the ^arrifcitv 
' making a briik ially, moft ofr\nftiSLt»L.N<«x^v^'^- 
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* bled down the precipice, and he returned with a 

* very few back to France. In this a6lion however, I 

* had the misfortune to come off with a broken arm; 

* it was fo fhattered, thatbefides a great deal of pain 

* and mifery, which I endhred in my cure, I wasdif- 

* abled for upwards of three months.. 

* Soon after my recovery, I had contrafted an 

* amour with a young woman, whofe parents lived 

* near the garrifon, and were in much better circifm- 

* ftances than I had reafon to expeA fhould give their 
, * confent to the match. However, as fhe was ex- 

* tremely fond of me, (as I was indeed diitraftedly 

* enamoured of her) they were prevailed on to^:om- 

* ply with her defires, and the day was fixed for our 

* marriage. 

• On the evening preceding, while I was exulting 

* with the eager expedlation of the happinefs 1 was 

* the next day to enjoy, I received orders to march 

* early i»i the morning towards Windfor, where a 

* large army wis to be formed, at the head of which 

* the king intended to n^arch into the Weft. Any 
*- perfon who had ever been in love, may eafily ima- 

* gine what I felt in my mind, on receiving thofeor- 

* ders^j and what ftill heightened my torments was, 

* that the commanding afficer would not permit any 

* one to go out of the garrifon that evening ; {o that 

* I had not even an opportunity of taking leave of 

* my beloved. 

'The morning came which was to have put me in 
^ the poiTeffion of my wifhes ; but alas ! the fcene 
•^ was now changed, and all the hopes which I had 

* ratfed, were now fo many ghofls to haunt, and fu- 

* ries to torment me, 

« It was now the midft of winter, and very feverc 
« weather for the feafon ; when we were obliged to 
^ make very long and fatiguing marches, in which we 

* fuifered allthemconveniencies of cold and hunger. 

* The night in which I expelled to riot in the army 

* of my beloved miftiefs, 1 was obliged to take up 

* with a lodginig on the ground, expofed to the in- 
^ clemencies of a rigid frolt ; nor could I obtain th« 
' leaH comfort o£ ftee]^». N«\aOpt.^xvGcckfedm.e as m en^- 
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* my. In fhort, the horrors of that night are not to 

* be defcribed, or perhaps imagined. They madcr 

* fuch an impreffion on my foul, that I was forced to 

* be dipped three times in the river Lethe, to prevent 

* my remembering it in the characters which I after- 

* wards performed in the flefh.' 

Here I interrupted Julian, for the firil time, and 
told him, no fuch dipping had happened to me in my 
voyage from one world to the other: but he fati>fie» 
me by faying, * That this only happened to thofe 
« fpirits which returned into the flefh, in order topre- 
^ vent that reminifcence which Plato mentions, and 

* which would ot^herwife caufe great confufion in the 

* other, world.' < 
He then proceeded as follows: * We continued a 

* very laborious march to Exeter, which we were or- 
« dered to befiege. The town foon furrendered, and 
« his majefly built a caftle there, which he garrifoned 
« with his Normans, and unhappily 1 had the^ misfor- 

* tune to be bne of the number. 

' Here we were confined clofer than 1 had been 

* at Dover; for as the citizens were extremely difaf- 

* fcded,' we were never fuffcred to go without the 

* walla of the caftle : nor indeed could we, unlefs in 
' large bodies, without the utmoft danger. We were 

* likewife kept to continual duty, rior could any foli- 

* citations prevail with the commanding officer to give 
« me a month's abfence to vifit my love, from whom 

* I had no opportunity of hearing in all vxy long ab- 
'■ fence. ^ , ' . 

' HowBVER, in the fpring, the people being more 
' quiet, and another officer of a gentler temper, fuc-^ 

* ceeding to the principal command, I obtained leave 

* to go to Dover: but alas I what comfoFt did my 

* long journey bring me? I found the parents of iny 
' darling in the utmoft mifery at her lofs : for fhe had 

* died about a week before my arrival of a confuipp* 
•^ tion, which they imputed to her pining at my fud- 

* den departure. 

* I NOW fell into the moft violent and almoftrav* 

* ing fit of defpair. I curfed myfelf, the king^ and 

* the whole world, which.l\olotvoftxfet\Bi'!i^X'5iVw't^x!;^T 
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* delight for me. I threw myfelf on the grave of my 
' deceafed love, and lay there without any kind of 

* fuflenance for two whole days. At lafl hunger, 

* together with the perfuaiions of fome people who 

* took pity on me, prevailed with me to quit that H- 

* tuation, and refrelh myfelf with food. They then 
' peifuaded me to return to my poft, and abandon a 

* place where almoft every objedt I faw, recalled ideas 

* ton\y mind, which, as theyfaid, I Ihould endeavour 

* with my utmoft force to expel from it. This ad- 

* vice at length fucceeded ; the rather, as the father 

* and mother of my beloved refufcd to fee me, look- 

* ing on me as the innocent but certain caufe of the 

* death of their only child. 

"^ * The lofs of one we tenderly love, as it is one of 

* the nioH bitter and biting evils which attends hu* 

* man life, fo it wants the lenitivfe which palliates and , 

* foftens every other calamity; 1 mean that great re- 
' liever, hope. No man can be fo totally undone, 
« but that he may ftill cherifh expedation ; but this 

* deprives us of all fuch comfort, nor can any thbg 
« but time alone leffen it. This however, in moft 

* minds, is fure to work a flow but effedual remedy ; 

* fo did it in mine : for within a twelvemonth, I was 
« entirely reconciled to my fortune, and foon after 

* abfolutely forgot the objedl of a paffion from which 

* I had promifed myfelf fuch extreme happinefs, and 
« in the difappointment of which I had experienced 

* fuch inconceivable ^mifery. 

* At the expiration of the month, I returned to 

* my gairrifon at Exeter ; where I was no fooner ar- 
^ rived, than I was ordered to march into the north, 

* to oppofe a force there levied by the earls of Cheller 

* and Northumberland,. We came to York, where 

* his majefty pardoned the heads of the rebels, and 

* very feverely puniflied fome who were lefs guilty. 

< It was particularly my lot to be ordered to feize a 

* poor man, who had never been out of his houfe, 
« and convey him to prifon. I detefted this barbarity, 
^ yet was obliged to execute it; nay, though no re- 

< ward would have bribed me in ^ private capacity to 
^ Jiavc Sk&jsd fttcha part, ^tx (QiqiM^Jc^fftA^t;^!' ^^^ 
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' in the comttiands of aiponarcJi, or general, to a Tol- 
^ dier, that I performed it without reluftance, nor 
^ hadth^ tears of his wife and family any prevalence 
' with me. 

* But this, which was a Very fmall piece of mif- 
^ chief in-comparifon with many of my barbarities 
[ afterwards, was however the only one which ever 
^ gave me any uneaiinefs: for when the king led us 

■ afterward into Northumberland, to revenge thofe 
people's having joined with Olborne the Dane in 

■ his invafion, and orders were given us to commit 
what ravages we could, I was forward »in fulfilling ' 

' thetn, and among fome leffer cruelties (I remember 

' ityet with foiTOw) I ravifhed a woman, murdereda 
little infant playing in her lap, and then burnt her 
hottfe- I»:{hort, for I h^veno pleafurein this part 
of my relation, I had my fhare in all the cruelties 
exerei(ed on thofe poor wretches; which were fa 
grievous, that for fixty miles together, between 
York and Durham, not a iingle houfe, church, or 

' any other public or private edifice was left Handings 
' We had pretty well'devoured the country, when 
we were ordered to march to the Ifle of Ely, to op- 

' pofe Herewardj. a bold and iiout foldicr, who had 
under him a very large body of rebels, who had 
the impudence to rife againft their king and con- 
queror (I- talk now in the fame ftyle I did then) in 
defence- of their liberties, as they called them. 

• I'hefe were foon fubdued : but as I happened (more 
to my glory than my comfort) to be polled in that 
part through which Hereward cut his way, I re- 
ceived a dreadful cut on the forehead, a iecond on- 
the ihoulder, and was run through the body with a 
pike. 

*■ I LAtrcuisHEn along time with thefe wounds,- 
whichmade me incapable of "attending 'the king in- 

• to Scotland. However, I was able lo go over with 
him afterwards into Normandy,, in^his expedition 
againft. Philip, who had taken the opportunity of 

' the troubles in England, to invade that province. . 
Thofe few Normans who had furvived theit^Qw^ds>>. 
and lijld remained iinhe Iftc oS "E^^i > ^w^tJ\^^ ^n^-^ 
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* nation who went, the reft of his army being^^ll 
"^ compofed of Engliih. In a ikirmifh near the to'vvn 

* of Mans, my leg was,broke> and fo fhattered, that 
' it was forced to be cut off. 

* I WAS now difabled from ferving laneer in the 
« army, and accordingly being difcharged from the 

* fervice, I retired to the place of my nativity, where 
^ in extreme poverty, and frequent bad health from 
' the many w6unds I had received, I dragged on a 
« miferable life to the age of fixty-three ; my only 
' pleafuie being to recount the feats of my youth, in 

* which narratives I generally (exceeded the truth. 

' It would be tedious and unpleafant to recount 

^ to you the feveral miferies I fuffered after my re- 

* turn to Caen ; let it fufficc, they were fb ternble, 
< that they induced MinOs to compaffionate me, and, 

* notwithftanding th^ barbarities I had been guilty sf 

* in Noth umber land, to fufier me to go once more 
« back to earth,* 

CHAP. XXIL 

' . What happened to Julian in the per/on of a taytsr. 

^^^ORTUNE now ftationed me in a charadler, 

* JD which the ingratitude of mankind hath put 
' them on ridiculing, though they owe it not only a 

* relief from the inclemencies of cold,, to which they 
*' would otherwise be eXpofed, but like wife a confi- 
' derable fatisfadlion of their vanity. The charader 

* I mean„ was that of a taylor ; which, if we conii* 
^ der it witlf due attention, muft be confefled to have 
' in it great dignity and importance. For in reality, 
/ who conftittttes the different degrees between men>, 

* but the taylor f The prince indeed gives the tiile^ 
/ but it is the taylor who makes the man» To his 
' labours are owing the refpedl of crouds, and the awe 
' which great men infpire into- their beholders, though 

* thefc are too often unjuftiy attributed to other mo- 
' tives, Laftly, the admiration of the fair is moft 
' commonlv to be placed to his account. 

^ I WAS juft fet up in my trade, when I made three 
^ /iifli of &Ae clotbiU (qx Vaxk^^\fi.^\3«Af« coronation. 
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* I qucftion whether the perfon who wears the rich' 

* Cosity hath fo much pleafure and vanity in being' 

* admired init^ as we'taylors h^ve from- that ad mira- 

* tion ; and perhaps a phiJofopher would fay, he i? 
' not fo well intitled to it. 1 budled on^ the day of 

* the ceremony through the croud, aitd it was with' 
^ incredible deli ght^ JWieard feveral iay , as my clothes 

* walked by, blefsjne, was^verany thing fo fine aa- 
•■ the earl of Devonftiire ! Siire he and Sir Hugh Bi- 

* got are the two beft-drell men lever faw. Now 

* both thefe fuits were of my making. 

• There wouldindeed be infinite pleafure in work- 

* ing for the courtiers, as they are generally genteel 
•• men, and fhew one's clothes to the beft advantage, 
' was it not for one fmall difcouragement ; this is, 
' that they never pay.- I folemaly protefl, the' I loll 

* almoit as-much by the court in my life as I got by 

* the city, I never carried a fuit into the latter with- 
' half the fatisfedion which 1 have done to the for* 
' mer; though from that I was certain of ready mo- 

* ney, and from this almoil as certain of no money 
' at all. 

' Courtiers may, however, be divided into two* 
'forts very eflentially different from each other; 

* into thofe who never intend to pay for their clothed; 
'and thofe who do intend to pay for them, but ne- 
' ver happen to be able. Of th^ latter fort, are many 
' of thofe young gentlemen whom we equip out for 
' the army, and who are, unhappily for us, cut off 

* before they arrive at preferment. This is the rea- 
' fon that taylors in time of war are miftaken for pQ- 

* liticians, by their inquiiitivenefs into the event of' 
' battles ; one compaign very often proving the ruin - 
' of half a dozen of us. I am fure I had frequent 

' reafon to curfe that fatal battle of Cardigan, where 
' the Wellh defeated fomc of king Stephen's beft 
' troops, and where many a good fuit of miiie, un- 

* paid for, ^fell to the ground. 

' The gentlemen of this honourable calling have 

* fared much better in later ages than when I was of 

* it, for now it feems the falhion is, when they ap- 

« prchend their cuitomer is rvo\. m xJpia >^^^ ^\$^Ni»\sv- 

6 * ^•a.^^^'^v 
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* ftances, if they are not paid as foon as they carry 

* home the fuit, they charge him in their book as 

* much again as it is worth, and then fend a gentlc- 
' man with a fmall fcrip of parchment to demand the 
' money. If this benotimmediaetly paid, thegen- 

* tleman takes the beau with him to his houfe, where 
' he locks him up till the taylor is contented : but in 

* my time, thefe fcrips of parchment were not in ufe ; 
^ and if the beau difliked paying for his clothes, as 

* very often happened, we had no method of com- 

* palling him. 

* Ik ^veral of the chara£lers which I have related 

* to you, I apprehend, I have fometimes forgot my- 
' felf, and coniidered myfelf as really interefted, as I 

* was when I perfonated them on earth. I have juft 

* now caught myfelf in the faft : for I have com- 
' plained to you as bitterly of my cuilomers as I for- 

* merly ufed todo, when I was the taylor : butinrea- 

* lity, tho' there were fome few perfons of very great 
■ quality, and fome others, who never paid their 

* debts; yet thofe were but a few, and I had a me- 

* thod of repairing this lofs. My cuftomers I divided 
' under three heads: thofe who paid ready money, 

* thofe who paid flow, and thofe who never paid at 

* all. The firft of thefe, I coniidered apart by them- 

* fclves, as perfons by whom I got a certain but fmall 

* profit. The two laft I lumped together, making 
' thofe who paid flow, contribute to repair my lofles 

* by thofe who did not pay at all. Thus upon the 

* whole I was a very inconflderable lofer, and might 

* have left a fortune to my family, had I not launch- 

* ed forth into cxpences which fwallowed up all my 

* gains. I had a wife and two children. Thefe in- 

* deed I kept frugally enough; for I half-ftarved 

* them: but I kept a miftrefs in a^finer way, for 

* whom I had a country-houfe, pleafantly fltuated on 

* the Thames, elegantly fitted up, and neatly fur- 

* niflied. This woman might very properly be called 
' my miftrefs: for flie was moil abfolutely fo, and 

* though her tenure was no higher than by my will, 
' ihe domineered as tyrannically as if my chains had 

* been ri vetted in the ftiong^^ isasiwftt . To all this I 
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* fubmitte'dy not through any adoration of her beautX* 

* which was indeed but indiiferent ; her charms con- 
' filled in little wantonnefTes, which fhe knew admir- 
' ably well to nfe in hours of dalliance, and which^ 

< I believe, are of all things the moUt delightful to a 

* lover. 

• Shb was fo profufely extravagant, that it feemed 

* as if fhe had an adual intent to ruin me. This I 

* am fure of, if fuch had been her real intention, fhe 

* could have taken no properer way to accomplifh it ; 
' nay, I myfelf might appear to have had the fame 

* view : for befides this extravagant miftrefs, and my 

* country-houfe, I kept likewife a brace of hunters,. 
' rather for that it was fafhionabk fo to do, than for 

* any great delight I took in the fport, which I very 

* little attended ; not. for want of leifurc, for few no- 

* blemen had fo much ; all the work I ever did was 

* taking meafure, and that only of my greatell and 

* befl cuilomers. I fcarce ever xrut a piece of cloth 

* in my life, nor was indeed much more able to fafhi- 
^ on a coat than any gentleman in the kingdom. 

< This made a fkilful ^rvant too neceffary to me. 

* He knew I mull fubmit to any terms with, or any 

* treatment from him. He knew it was eafier for 

* him to find another fuch a taylor as me, than 
« for me to procure fuch another workman as 

* him : for this reafon, he exerted the moft notorious 

< and cruel tyranny, feldom giving me a civil word ; 

* nor could the utmofl condei'cenfion on my fide, tho* 
« attended with continual prefents and rewards, and 

* raifing his wages, content or pleafe him. In a 
« word, he was as abfolutely my mailer, as was ever 

* an ambitious, induflrious prime- miniller over an 

* indolent and voluptuous king. -All my other jour- 

* neymen paid more refpcft to him than to me ; for 

* they confidered my favour as a neceffary confequencc 
^ of obtaining his. 

' These were the mofl remarkable occurrences 

* while I adled this part. Minos hefitated a few mo- 
' ments, and then bid me get back again, without 

* affigninc; any reafon.' 
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CHAP. XXIII. 
, ne life of aUermdn J uiisLil, 

* T>fOW rcyifited England, * and was born al 

* X London. My father was one of the magiftrates 

* of that city. He had eleven children, of whom I 

* was the eldeft. He had great Aicceis in= trade, and 

* grew extpemciy ricl*, but the largnefs of his femily 
' rendered it hnpoflible for him to leave me a fortune 

* fufficient to live well on, independent of bulinefs. 

* I was accordingly brought up to be a fifhmonger ^ 
' in which capacity, I mylelf afterwards acquired very 

* confiderable wealth. 

* Thb fame difpofition of mind, which in princes 

* is called ambition, is in fobjefts named fa^on. To 

* this temper I was greatly addi^ed from my youth: 

* I was, while a boy, a great partizan of prince John 

* againft his brother Richard, during the latter's ab- 
» fence in the holy war, and in his captivity. I was 

* no more than one and twenty when I firft began to 
' make political fpeeches in publick, and to endea- 

* vour to foment difquietude- and difcontent in the 

* city. As I was preuy well qualified for this office, 

* by a great fluency of word^, an harmonious accent, 

* a graceful delivery, and above all, an invincible af- 

* furance, Ihad foonacquired fome reputation among 

* the younger citizens, and fome of the weaker and 

* moreinconfiderateof aripep^age. This co-operating 

* with my own natural vanity ^.made me extravagantly 
' proud and fupercilious. I foon began to efteenr 
' myfelf a man of fome confequence, and to over- 
^ look perfons every way my fuperiors. 

* The famous Robin^Hood, and. his companion 
' Little John,. at this time made a. confiderable figure 
. •• in Yorkfhire. I took upon me to write a letter to 

' the former in the name of the city i inviting him 
-• to come to London, where I aiTured him of very 

* good reception, fignifying to him my own great 
' weight and confequence, and how much I had dii^ 
' pofci ihc dtisbcns ia bis fwQUt% Whether he re- 



WORLD TO THE NEXT, &c. 303 

ccivcd.thJs letter or 1x0, I am not certain : but he 
nev^r gave me any anfwer to it. 

* A LITTLE afterwards, one William Fitz-Ofbom, 
or as he was nicknamed, William Long-Beard, 
began to make a figure in the city. He was a bold 
and an impudent fellow, and had raifed himfelf to 
great popularity with the rabble, by pretending to 
efpoufe their caufe againil the rich. 1 took this 
man's part, and made a publip oration in his favour, 
fetting him forth as a patriot, and one who h ad- 
embarked in the caufe of liberty : for which fervi^e 
he did not receive me with the acknowledgments I 
expefted. However, as I thought I (ho^Jd eafijy 
gain the afcendant over this fellow, I continued 
ilill firm on his fide, till the archblfhop of Canter- 
bury, with an armed force, put an end tp his pro^ 
grefs ; for he was feia^d in Bow-church, where he 
had taken refuge, and with nine of his accomplices 
hanged in chains. 

' I ESCAPED narrowly myfelf : for I was feized in- 
the fame church with the reft, and as I had been 
very confiderably engaged in the enterprize, the 
archbifhop was inclined to make me an example :: 
but my father's merit, who had advanced a confi«. 
derable fum to queen Eleanor, towards the king's 
ranfom, preferved me. 

* The conllernation my danger had occaiionedi 
kept me fome time quiet, and I applied myfelf very 
affiduoufly to my trade. 1 invented all manner of 
methods to enhance the price of fiih, and made ufe 
of my utmoft endeavours to engrofs as much of the 
bufmefs as poiCble in my own hands. By thefe 
means I acquired a fubftance, which raifed me to 
fome little confequence in the city ; but far from 
elevating me to that degree, which I had formerly 
flattered myfelf with poffeffing, at a time when I 
was totally infignificant : for in a trading fbciety^ 
money muH atleaft lay the foundation of all power 
and interefl. 

* But as it hath been remarked, that the fame am- 
bition which fent Alexander into Afia, brings the 
wreiller oa the green s and as xhift {akssxit ^.\si^\vw^Vv^ 
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* as incapable as quickfilver ()f lying ftill; fb I, who 

* was pofTeiTed, perhaps, of a fliare equal to what 

* hath fired the blood of any of the heroes of ahti- 

* quity, was no lefs reftlefs, and difcon tented with 
^ eafe and qaiet. My firft endeavours were to make 

myfelf head of my company, which Richard I. had 

* jult publiihed, and foon afterwards I procored my- 
*■ felf to be chofen alderman. 

* Opposition is the only ftatc, which can give a 

* fubjeft an opponuniiy of exerting the difpofition I 
' was poileffed of. Accordingly king John was no 

* fooner Itated on his throne^ than I began to oppofe 

* his meafuresy whether right or wrong. It is true, 
' that monarch had faults enow. He was fo aban-. 
^ doned to luft and luxury, that he addidled himfelf 
' to the moil extravagant exceiTes.in both, while he 
' indolently fuffered the king of France tb rob him 

* of almoil all his foreign dominions : my oppofition 
f- therefore was juflifiable enough, and if my motive 

* from within had been as good as the occaiion from 

* without, I Ihould have had little to excufe : but in 

* truth, I fought nothing but my own preferment, 
' by making myfelf formidable to the king, and then 
^ felling to him the intereft of that party, by whofe 
' means I had become fo. Indeed, had the public 
' good been, my care, however zealoufly I might have 

* oppofed the beginning of his reign, 1 fhould have 

* not fcrupied to lend hijn my utmoft aflillance in the 

* llruggle between him and pope Innocent the third, 

* in which he was fo manifeftly in the right ; nor have 

* fuffered the infolence of that pope, and the power 

* of the king of P>ance, to have compelled him in 
' the ifTue bafely tcrefign his crown into the hands 

* of the former, and receive it again as a valFal ; by 

* means of which acknowIedgment,.thfrpope afterwards 

* claimed this kingdom as a tributary fief to be held 

* of the papal chair. A claim which occafioned great 

* uneafmefs to many fubfequent princes, and brought 

* numberlefs calamities on the nation. 

* As tlie king had among other conceflions flipu* 
« latcd to pay an immediate fum of money to Pan- 

* diilpb, which he h^ gcc^X. ^■ifiisi'^Xx.^ xvyx^fe, \t.^^i 
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' abfolutely neceflary for him to apply to the city, 
' where my interefi and popularity were fo high, 
f that he had no hopes without my aKTiftance. As I 
' knew this, I took care to fell myfelf and country as 

* high as poflible. The terms I demanded, therefore, 
' were a place, a penfion, and a knighthood. All 
' thofe were immediately confented to. 1 was forth- 
» with knighted^ and promifed the other two. 

' I Tffow mounted the huflings, and without any 
^ regard to decency or modefty, made as empha- 
' tical a (peech in favour of the king, as before I 
^ had done ^gainft him. In this fpeech I j uftiiied all 
^ thofe meafures which I had before condemned, and 
^ pleaded as earneftly with my fellow-citizens, to open 
^ their purfes, as I had formerly done to prevail with 
' them to keep them fhut. Bnt, alas! my rhetoric had 
^ not the elFea I propofed. The confequcnce of my 
' arguments was only contempt to myfelf. Thepeo- 
' pie at nrft flared on one another, and afterwards 
^ began unanimoufly to exprefs their diilike. An 
^ impudent fellow amon^; them reileding on my trade, 

cried out. Stinking Fifti ! which was immediately 
' reiterated through the whole croud. I was then 
' forced to flink away home, but I was not able to 

accomplifh my retreat without being attended by 

* the mob, who huzza'd me along the flrcet with the 
repeated cries of Stinkir^ "Fifti ! 

' I NOW proceeded to court, to inform his majefty 

' of my faithful fervice, and how much I had fufFered 

' in his caufe. I found by my firft reception, he had 

already heard of my fuccefs. Inftead of thanking 

' me for my fpeech, he faid, the city ihould repent 

of their obltinacy; for that he would fhew them 

who he was : and io faying, he immediately turned 

that part to me, to which the toe. of man hath fo 

wonderful an affedion, that^.it is very difficult, 

whenever it prefents itfelf conveniently, to keep 

our toes from the moft violent and ardent falutation 

©fit. 

* I WAS a little nettled at this behaviour, and with 
fome earneftn^s claimed the king's fuldllvA^Vwv^ 
promifc: Jtiut he redred m\i«)ux ^\&««.^v^\% ^^- 
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* I then applied to fame of the courtiers, who had 

* lately profefled great friendfhip to me, had eat at 

* my houfe, and invited me to theirs : but not one 

* would return me any anfwer, all running away from 

* me, as if I had been feized with fome contagious 

* dirtemper. I now found by experience, that as none 

* can be fo civil, fo none can be ruder than a cour* 

* tier. 

* A FEW moments after the king's retiring, I was 
' left alone in the room, to confider what 1 fhould 
' do, or whither I fhould turn myfelf. My reception 
' in the city promifed itfelf to be equal at leaft with 
' what I found at court. However, there was my 

* home, and thither it was neceffary I fhould retreat ' 

* for the prefent. 

' But, indeed, bad as I apprehended ray treat- 

* ment in the city would be, it exceeded my expc^- 
' tion. I rode home on, an ambling pad thioogh 

* crouds, who exprefTed every kind of difregard and 

* contempt; pelting me not only with the'mofl abu- 

* five language, but with dirt. However, with much 

* difficulty, I arrived at lafl at my own houfe, with my 

* bones whole, but covered over with filth. 

* When I was got within my doors, and had ftiat 

* them againil the mob, who had pretty well vented 

* their fpleen, and feemed now contented to retire f 

* my wife, whom I found crying over her children, 
' and from whom I hoped fome comfort in my afflic- 
' tions, fell upon me in a mofl outrageous manner. 

* She afked me, why I would venture on fuch a flep, 
^ without confulting her ; fhe faid, her advice might 

* have been civilly afked, if I was refolved not to 

* have been guided by it. That whatever opinion I 

* might have conceived of her underflanding, the reft 

* of the >yorld thought better of it. That I had ne- 
« ver failed, when I had ^fked her counfel, nor ever 

* fucceeded without it ; with much more of the fame 

* kind, too tedious to mention ; concluding, that it 

* was a monflrous behaviour to defer t my party, and 

* come over to the court. An abufe which I took 

* worfe than all the reft, as fhe had been conflantly 
^ for feveral years affiLd\xo>3i^ Vol tiT^\\v^*%x >^^ ^^^- 
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' tion, in fiding with the court-party, and begging 

* me to come over to it. And efpecially after my 

* mentioning the offer of knighthood to her, fince 
' which time fhe had continually interrupted my re- 
' pofe, with dinning in my ears the folly of refufin^ 

* honours, and of adhering to a party, and to prin- 

* ciples, by which I was certain of procuring no ad- 

* vantage to myfelf and my family. 

* I HAD now entirely loft my trade, fo that I had 
' not the lea ft temptation to ftay longer in a city 
' where I was certain of receiving daily affronts and 

* rebukes. I therefore made tip my affairs with the 
' utmoft expedition, and fcraping together all I could, 
' retired into the country ; where I fpent the remainder 

* of my days, in univerfal contempt, being Ihunned 

* by every body, perpetually abufed by my wife, and 

* not much refpefted by my children. 

' Minos told me, thoup:h I had been a very vi(e 
^ fellow, he thought my fufferings m^de fome atone- 
*■ ment, and fo bid me take the other trial.* 

CHAP. XXIV. 

Julian recounts <what happened to him while he <wasn 
poet* 

* "U OME was now the feat of my nativity, where 

* £v. ^ was born of a family more remarkable for 

* honour than riches. I was intended for the churcTi, 

* and had a pretty good education ; but my father 
' dying while I was young, and leaving me nothings 
' for he had wafted his whole patrimony, I was forced 

* to enter myfelf into the order of mendicants. 

* When I was at fchool, I had a' knack of rhim- 

* ing, which I unhappily miftook for genius, and 

* indulged to my coft : for my verfes ^ew on me 
' only ridicule, and I was in contempt called The 
' Poet. 

' This humour purfued mc through my life. My 
» firft compofition after I left fchool, was a panegyric 

* on pope Alexander IV. who then pretended a pro- 

* je6l of dethroning the king of Sicily. On this fub- 

* jeft. I compofed a poem of Sbocit fefewoi xJasssi^-^^sA. 
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* lines, which with much difficulty I got to be pre- 

* fented to his holinefs, of whom I expeded great 

* preferment as my.reward, but I was cruelly difap- 
' pointed; for when I had waited a year, without 

* hearing any of the commendations I had flattered 

* myfelf with receiving, and being now able to con- 

* tain no longer, I applied to a jcfuit who was my 

* relation, and had the pope's ear, to know what his 

* holinefs's opinion wasof my work; he coldly an- 

* fwered me, that he was at that time bulled in con- 

* cerns of too much importance, to attend the reading 

* of poems, 

' However diffatisfied I might be, and really was, 

- * with this reception; and however angry I was with 

' the pope, for whofe uhderftanding 1 entertained «in 

' immoderate contempt,. I was not yet difcouraged 

* from a fecond attempt. Accordingly, I foon {ftcr 
' produced another work, entitled. The Trojan 

* Horfe. This was an allegorical work, in which 
' the church was introduced into the world, in the 

* fame manner as that machine had been into Troy* 

* The priefls were the foldiers in its belly, and the 

* heathen fuperftition the city to-be deftroycd by them. 
' Thispoem was written in Latin. 1 remember fomc 
' of the lines : 

* Mundanas fcandit fatoRs machtna murof^ 

■ F aria facer dot itm turmis : exinde per al'vnm 

* Vifi exire omnes, magno cum murmure oUntes, 

' Non aliter quam cum humanisfurihundus ab Anirh 

* It /onus y Is Nares fimul aura in^adit hiantes, 

* Mille Jcatent & mi He alii ; trepidare timore 

* Ethhica gens cetpit : falfi per inane 'uolantes 

* Effugere Dei^^Defertaque templa relinquunt. 

* Jam magnum crepitaitit equus, mox or his &f afti 

* Ingemuere poli : tunc tu pater y ultimus omnium 

* Maxime Alexander, lientrem maturus equimtm 
' Defer is, heu proles meliori digneparente,* 

I believe Julian, had I not ftopt him, would have 
gone through thp whole poem (for, as I obferved, in 
mod of the charaders he related,' the afFedions he had 
enjoyed while he perfouaXftdxllafcXDL oii ««s^^ %Si!c xiKisl^ 
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fome impFeffion oahim) ; but I begged him to omit 
the fequel of the poem, and proceed with his hiltory. 
He then recolleded himfelf, and fmiling at the ob- 
fervation which by intuition he perceived I had made, 
continued his narration as follows : 

* I CONFESS to you, fays he, that the delight in 
.* repeating our own works is fo predominant in a 

* poet, that I find nothing can totally root it out of 

* the foul. Happy would it be for thofe perfons, if 

* their hearers cguld be deliglited in the fame man- 

* ner : but alas ! hence that ingens fohtudo complained 

* of by Horace : for the vanity of mankind is {o mucji 
* . greater and more general than their avarice, that 
'no beggar is fo ill received by them as he who foli- 

* cits their praife. 

' This I fuificiently experienced in the charafter 

^ of a poet : for my company was Ihunned (I believe 

* on this account clMefly) by my whole houfe; nay, 

* there were few who would fubmit to hearing me 

* read my poetry, even at the price of iharing in my 

* provifions. The only perfon wfio gave me audierfcd 
' was a brother poet ; he indeed fed me with com- 

* mendation very liberally : but as I was forced to 
' hear and commend in my turn, I perhaps bought 
' his attention dear enough. 

« Well, Sir, if my expe<Slations of the reward I 

* hoped from my firil poem had baulked me, I had 

* now ilill greater reafon to complain ; for inilead of 
' being preferred or commended for the fecond, Iwas 

* enjoined a very fevere penance by my fuperior, for 

* ludicroufly comparing the pope to a fart. My poetry 

* was now the jell of every company, except forae 
« few, who fpoke of it with deteftation ; and I found, 

* that inilead of recommending me to preferment, it * 

* had effedually barred me from all probability of 

* attaining it. 

' These difcouragements had now induced me to 

* lay down my pen, and writer no more. -But, as 
« Juvenal fays, 

■ Si difcedasy Laqueo tenet amlitioji 
Con/uetudo mall* 
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* I was an example of the truth of this aflertion : for 

* I foon betook myfelf again to my mufe. Indeed, a 

* poet hath the fame happinefs with a man who is 
' dotingly fond of an ugly woman. The one enjoys 

* his mufe, and the other his miftrefs, with a pleafure 

* very little abated by the efteem of the world, and 
' only undervalues their tafte for not correfponding 

* with his oWn. 

' It is unneceiTary to mention any more of my 

* poems ; they had all the fame fate ; and though in 

* reality fomc of my latter pieces deferved (I may 
' now fpeak it without the imputation of vanity) a 
' better fuccefs, as I had the charadler of a bad wri- 
' ter, I found it impoflible'Cver to obtain the reputa- 
' tion of a good one. Had I poilefTed the merit of 

* Homer, I could have hoped for no applaufe ; fince 

* it mufl have been a profound fecrct : for no one 

* would now read a fyllable of my writings. 

* The poets of my age were, as I believe you 

* know, not very famous'. However, there was one 

* in feme credit at that time, though I have the con- 

* folation to know his works are all perifhed long ago. 

* The malice, envy, and hatred I bore this man arc 

* inconceivable to any but an author, and an unfuc- 

* cefsful one ; I never could bear to hear him well 

* fpoken of, and writ anonymous fatires againft him, 

* though I had received obligations from him ; indeed, 

* I believe it would have been an abfolute impoffibi- 

* lity for him at any rate to have made me lincerely 

* his friend. 

* I HAVE heard an obfervation which was made by 

* fome one of later days, that there are no worfe 

* men than had authors. A remark of the fame kind 
•* hath been made on ugly women, and the truth of 

* both Hands on oye and the fame reafon, viz. that 

* they are both tainted with that curfed and detefl- 

* able vice of envy ; which, as it is the greateft tor- 
« ment to the mind it inhabits, fo is it capable of in- 
' troducing into it a total corruption, and of infpir- 
' ing it to the commiilioa of the moH horrid crimes 

* imaginably. 
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* My life was but (hort; for I foon pined myfelf 

* to death with the vice I juft now mentioned, Minos 

* told me, I was infinitely too bad for Ely fium; and 

* as for the other place, xhd devil had fworn he 

* would never entertain a poet for Orpheus's fake: 
' fo I was forced to return again to the place fronx 

* whence I came.* 

CHAP. XXV. 
Julian/^r/er«/ the part of a knight and a dancing-mafter, 

* TT NO W mounted the ftage in Sicily, and became 

* X * knight templar: but as my adventures differ. 

* fo little from thofe I have recounted you in the cha- 

* rafter of a common foldier, I fhall not tire you 

* with repetition. The foldier and the captain differ 
' in reality fo little from one another, that it requires 

* an accurate judgment to diflinguilh them; the lat- 

* ter wears finer cToaths, and in times of fuccefs lives 

* fbmewhat more delicately; but as to every thing 

* elfe, they very nearly refemble one another. 

* My next ftep was into France, vvhere fortune af- 

* iigned me the part of a dancing-m after. I was fo . 
^ expert in my profeffion, that I was brought to court 

* in my youth, and had the heels of Philip de Valois, 

* who afterwards fucceedcd Charles the Fair, com- 

* initted to my direftion. 

* I Do not remember, that in any of the charafters 

* in which I appeared on earth, t ever afTumed to 
' myfelf a greater dignity, or thought myfelf of more 

* real importance than now. 1 looked on dancing as 

* the greatell excellence of human naturfe, and on my- 

* felf as the greateil proficient in it. And indeed, 
' this feemcd to be the general opinion of the whole 
' court : for I was the chief inftrudlor of the youth of 

* both fexes, whofe merit was almoft entirely defined 

* by the advances they made in that fcience, which I 
*^ had the honour to profefs. As to myfelf, I was fo 

^ ' fully perfuaded of this truth, that I not only flight- 

* ed and defpifed thofe who were ignorant of dancing, 

* but I thought the higheft character I could give of 
' any mas, \yas, that he made a graceful b^'M v ^^^ 
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*■ want of which accompliihment, I had a fovercign 

* contempt for many perfons of learning ; nay, for 
« fome officers in the army, and a few even of the 

* courtiers themfelves. 

* Though fo little of my youth had been thrown 

* away in what they call literature, that I could hardly 
« write and read, yet I compofed a treatife on educa- 

* tion; the firft rudiments of which, as I taught, 

* were to in fir u 61 a child in the fcience of coming 
' handfomely into a room. la this I correded many 

* faults of my predeccflbrs, particularly that of being 

* too much in a hurry, and inftituting a child in the 

* fublimer parts of dancing, before they are capable 

* of making their honours. ^ 

* B u T as I have not now the fame high opinion of 

* mjr profeflion, whith I had then, I (hall not enter- 

* taxn you with a long hiftory of a life which confift- 

* ed of borees and coupees. Let it fuffice, that I lived 

* to a very old age, and followed my bufinefs as long 
' as 1 could crawl- At length I revifited my old 

* friend Minos, who treated me with very'little re- 

* fped, and bade me dance back again to earth. 

* I DID fo, and was now once more born an lEng- 

* lifhman, bred up to the church, 'and at length ar- 

* rived to the ftation of a'bifhop. 

* Not H I N G was fo remarkable in this charafter, as 

* my always voting — *. 

* Here part of the xnanufcrlpt is 4oft, and that a very coniider- 
ablc one, as appears by the number of ^hc next book and chapter, 
which contains, I find, the hiftory of Anna Bole^-n : hut as to the 
manner in which it was introduced, or to whom the narrative is 
told, we are totally left in the dark. I have only to remark, that 
this chapter is in the original writ in a woman*s hand : and though 
the obfcrvations in it are, I think, as excellent a^ any in^he whole 
volume, there feems to be a difierente in ftyle between this and the 
preceding chapters ; and as it is the character of a woman which 
is related, I am inclined to fancy it was really written- by one of 
that'fex. 
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BOOK XIX. 

C H A P. VII. 
Wherein Anna Boleyn relates the hiftory of her life. 

1AM going now truly to recount a life, whicti 
from the time of its ceafing^ has been, in the 
other world, the continual fubjed^ of the caWls of - 
contending parties ; the one making me as black as 
hell, the other as pure and innocent as the inhabi- 
tants of this bleffed place ; the mid of prejudice 
blinding their eyes, and zeal for what they them« 
felves profefs, making every thing appear in that 
light, which they think moil conduces to its ho- 
nour. 

' Mr infancy was fpcnt in my father's houfe, in 
thofe childiih plays, which are moft fuitable to that 
flate, and I think this was one of the happiefl parts 
of my life ; for my parents were not among the 
number of thofe who look upon their children as fo 
many objedts of a tyrannic power, but I was re- 
garded as the dear pledge of a virtuous love, and 
all my little pleafures were thought from their in- 
dulgence their greateft delight. At feven years 
old, I was carried into France with the king's filler,. 
who was married to the French king, where I lived 
with a perfon of quality, >yho was an acquaintance 
of my father's. 1 fpent my time in learning thofe 
things neceffary to give young perfbns of faSion a 
polite education, and did neither good nor evil, but 
day paffed after day in the fame eafy way, till I was 
fourteen ; then began my anxiety, my vanixy grew 
Itrong, and my heart fluttered with joy at every 
compliment paid to my beauty j and as the lady, 
with whom I lived, was of a gay, chearful difpofi- 
tion, ihe kept a great deal of qompany, and tsi<«{ 
Vol. V. P ^ -i^Nxria 
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« youth and charms made me the continual objeft of 

* their admiration. I pafTed fomc little time in thofe 

* exulting raptures, which arc felt by every woman, 
' perfectly fattsfied with herfelf, and with the beha- 

* viour of others towards her : I was, when very 

* young, promoted to be maid of honour to her ma- 
« jcfty. The court was frt quented by a young no- 

* bleman, whofe beauty was the chief fubjed of con- 

* verfation in ail afTembli^s of ladies. I'he delicacy 

* of his perfon, added to a great ibftnefs in his man- 

* ner, gave every thing he uid and did fuch an air of 

* tendernefs, that every woman he ipioke to, fiauered 

* herfelf with being Ae obje£k of his. love, i was 

* one of thofe who was vain enough of my own charms 

* to hope to make a conqueft of him, whom the 
« whole court fighed for^ I now thooght every other 

* obj eft below iny notice; vet the only pleafore 1 pro- 
« pofed to myfelf in this defign was, the triumphing 

* over that heart, which I plainly fa^ all the ladies 

* of the higheft quality, and the greateft beauty, 

* would have been proud of pofTeffihg. I was yet too 
« young to be very artful, but nature^ withodt Jtny 
' affiftance, foon difcovers to a man, who is ufed to 
« gallantry, a woman's deiire to be liked by him^ 

* whether that deiire arjfcs from any particular choice 

* (he makes Of him, or only from vanity. He foon 

* perceived my thoughts, and gratified my utmoft 

* wifhes, by conftantly preferring me before all other 

* women, and exerting his utmoft gallantry and ad* 

* drefs to engage my affeftions. This fudden happi- 

* nefs, which 1 then thought the greateft I could have 

* had, appeared vifible in all my adlions ; I grew fo 

* gay, and fo full of vivacity, that it made my per- 

* fon appear ftill to a belter advantage, all my ac- 

* quaintance pretending to be fonder of me than 

* ever ; tho* young. as 1 was, I plainly faw it was but 

* pretence, for through all their endeavours to the 

* contrary, envy wo.uid often break forth in fly infi- 

* nuations, and malicious fneers, which gave me frefli 

* matter of triumph, and frequent opportunities of 
•^ iufalting them ; which I never let flip, for now fnk 

* my 
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*' my female heart grew feniible of the fpiteful plea- 

* fure of feeing another languifh for what I enjoy 'd. 

* Whilft I was in the height of my happinefs, her 

* majefty fell ill of a languifhing diftemper, which 
' obliged her to go into the country for the change of 

* air I my place made it ncceffary for me to attend 

* her, and which way he brought it about, I can't 

* imagine, but my young hero wund means to be one 

* of that fmall train, that waited on my royal mif^ 

* trefs, although fhe went as private as poffible, *Hi- 

* therto all the interviews I had ever had with hitn 
' were in public, and I only looked on him s^ the 

* fitter objed to feed that pride \yhich had no other 

* view but to (hew its power; but now the icene 

* was quite changed. My rivals were all at a diftance : 
^ the place we went to,- was as charming as the niofl: 

* agreeable natural iituation, afTifted by th^ grekteil 
"^ art, could make it; the pleafant folitary walks, the' 
^ fingiug of birds, the thoufand pretty romantic 
*• fcenes this delightful place afforded, gave a fudden 

* turn to my mind, my whole foul was melted into 

* foftnefs, and all my vanity was fled« My fpark 

* was too much lifed to affairs of this nature^ not to 

* perceive this change; at firft the profufe tranfports 

* of his joy made me believe him wholly mine, and 

* this belief gave me fnch happinefs, that no language 

* affords words to exprefs it, and can be only knowi^ 

* to thofc who have felt it. But this was of a' very' 
^ fhort duration, for I foon found I had to do with 

* one 6f thofe men, whole only end in the purfuit of 

* a woman, is to make her fall a'vidim to an infati-' 
^ able defire to be admired. His deflgns had fuc- 
^ ceeded, and now he every day grew colder, and, as * 

* if by infatuation i my paffion every day increifed; ' 

* and notwithftanding all my refolutions and ^ndea- 

* vours to the contrary, my rage at the difappoint- 

* ment at o;ice both of my love and pride, and at fhe 

* finding a palfion fixed in my breafl, I knew not hovfl' 

* to conquer, broke out into that inconfiflient beha- 
» viour, which muft always he the confequence of vio- 

* lent paifions^ One moment I reproached him, the 

P 2 ^ XsiR-fX 
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* next I grew to tendernefs, and blamed myfelf, and 

* thought I fancied, what was not true, he faw my 
^ fbuggle, and triumphed in it : but as he had not 

* witneiTes enough there of his viftory, to give him 
' the full enjoyment of it, he grew weary of the coun- 

* try, and returned to Paris, and left ihe in a condi- 
^ tion it is utterly impoflible to dcfcribe. My mind 

* was like a city up in arms, all confufion : and every 

* new thought was a frefh difturber of my peace. 

* Sleep quite fbrfook me, and the anxiety I fuiFered 

* threw me into a fever, which had like to have cofl 
^ me my life. With great care I recovered; but the 

* violence of the diftemper left fuch a weaknefs on 

* my body, that the difturbance of my mind was 
< greatly afTuaged ; and now I began to comfort my- 
' felf in the refiedion, that this gentleman's being a 

* finifhed coquet, was very likely the only thing 

* could have prefervcd me : for he was the only man 

* fronj'whom I was ever in any danger. But that 
' time I was got tolerably well, we retamed to Pa- 

* ris; and 1 confefs, I both wifhed and feared to fee 

* this caufe of all my pain ; however, I hoped by the 

* help of my refentraent, to be able to meet him with 

* indifference. This employed my thoughts till our 

* arrival. The next day, there was a very full court 

* to congratulate the queen on her recovery ; and, 

* amongS the reft, my love appeared dreAed and 

* adorned, as if he defigned (ome new conqueil. 
' Inftead of feeing a woman he defpifed and flighted, 
' he approached me with that alFured air which is 
« common to fuccefsful coxcombs. At the fame time, 

* I perceived I was furrounded by all thofe ladies 
« who were on his account my greateft enemies ; and 

* in revenge, wiflied for nothing more than to fee , 
' me make a ridiculous figure. This iituation fo 

* perplexed my thoughts, that when he came near 
« enough to fjpeak to me, I fainted away in his arms. 
' (Had I iludied which way I could gratify him moft, 

* it was impofCble to have done any thing to have 

* pleafed him more.) Some that flood by, brought 

* iJDielling-bottles, and ufed means for my recovery ; 

* and 
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and I was welcomed to returning life, by all thofe" - 
ill-natured repartees, which women enraged by en- 
vy are capable of venting. One cried; Well, I ne- 
ver thought my lord had any thing fo frightful in 
his perfon, or fo iierce in his manner, as to fbike 
a young lady dead at the £ght of him. No, jno, 
fays another, feme ladies fenfes are more apt to be 
hurried by agreeable, than difagreeable objedb : 
With many morefuch fort of fpeeches, which fhewcd 
more malice than wit. This, not beins^ able to bear, 
trembling, and with but jutt ftrcngtli enough to 
move,'I crawled to my coach, and hurried home. 
When I was alone, and thought on what had hap- 
pened to me ii^ a public court, I was at firfldri-^ 
ven to the utmoft defpair; but afterwards, when I 
came to reHeifl, I b<:lieve this accident contributed 
more to my heuxs cured pf my paflion, than any 
other could' have done. I began to thirk the only- 
method to pique the man, who had ufed me fo bar- 
baroufly, and to be revenged on my fpiteful rivals, 
was to recover that beauty, which .was then lan- 
guid, and had toil its luHre, to let th^m fee I had 
ftill charms enough. to engage as man^ lovecs a& I 
could defire, and. that I could yef rival them, who 
had thus cruelly, infql ted pxe . . Theft pleafjng hopea 
revived my iinlcicig fpirits, and worked a mpre cf- 
feftual ciire on me j than '^11 the philofophy and ad% 
vice of the wifeft men could have done. I now 
employed all ray time and care "in adorning roy 
perfon, and ftudying the fureft means of engaging 
the aiFeftions of odiers, while I my felf continued 
quite indifferent; for .1 refolved for the future, if 
every one foft thought made its way to my heart, toi. 
fly the objeA of it, and by new lovers to drive the 
image from my breaft. I confulted my glafs every 
morning, and got fuch a. command of my counte-; 
nance, that i could fuit it to the different taftes pf 
variety of lovers ; and though I was young, for I. 
was not above feventcen, yet my public way of life-, 
gave me fuch continual opportunities of converiiiig. 
with men, and the Ilrong delire I now had of ^leaT- 



3i8 A JOURNEY FROM THIS 

' ing them, led me to make fuch conftant obfervatioiw 

* on every thing they faid or did, that I foon found 
*■ out the 3ifFerent methods of dealing with them. 

* I obferved that mofl men generally liked in women 
' what was moll oppoiitc to their own characters ; 

* therefore, to the grave /olid man of fenfe, I endea- 

* voured to appear fpriehtJy, and full of fpirit ; to 

* the witty and gay, foft and languifliing; to the 

* amorous {ior they want ro increafe of their paffions) 

* cold and referved ; to the fearful and backward, 

* warm and full of fire, and fo of all the reft. As 
■*■ to beaus, and all thofe fort of men whofe de/ires 

* are centered in the fatisfa^ion of their vanity, I 

* had learned by. fad experience, the only way to deal 

* with them was to laugh at them, and let their own 

* good opinion of themfelves be the only fupport of 

* their hopes. I knew while I could ^et other follow- 

* ers, I was fure of them ; for the only~iign of mo- 

* defty they ever give, is that of hot depending on 

* their own judgments, but following the opinions of 
« the grw::teft niimber. Thus fumifhed with maxims, 

* and grown wife by paft errors, I in a manner be- 
' gan the world again : I appeared in all public places 

* handfomer and more lively than ever, to the amaze- 

* ment of every one who-faw me, and had heard of 

* the affair between me and my lord. He himfelf was 

* much furprized, and vexed at this fudden change, 
« Xjor could he account how it was po^ble for me 

* fo foon to fhake off thofe chains he thought he 

* had fixed on me for life, nor was he willing to lofe 

* his conqueft in this manner. He endeavoured by 
' all means pofiible to talk to me again of love, but I 
■ ftood fixed to my refolution, (in which I was greatly 
« aififted by the croud of admirers that daily furround- 

* ed me) never to let him explain himfelf: for, not' 

* withftanding all my pride, I found the in^ impref- 

* fion the heart receives of \^y^ is fo ftrong, that it 

* requires the moft vigilant care to prevent a relapfe. 

* Now I lived three years in a conftant round of di- 

* verfions, and was made the perfeft idol of all the 

* men that come to court of all ages, and all charac- 

* ters. 
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ters. I had feveral good matches offered me, but I 
thought none of them equal to my merit ; and one 
of my greateft plcafures was to fee thofe women, 
who had pretended to rival me, often glad to marry 
thofe whom I had refufed. Yet^ notwithftanding 
this great faccefs of my fchemes, I cannot fay I was 
perfectly happy ; for every woman that was taken the 
leaft notice of, and every man that was infenfible to 
my arti, gave me as mucK pain as all the reft pave 
me pleafure ; and fometimes little underhand plots, ^ 
which were laid againft my deiijns, would fucceed* 
in fpite of my care : fo that I really began to grow 
weary of this manner of life, when my father re- 
turning from his embaffy in France, took me home 
wi^h him, and carried me to a little. plcafant coun- 
try-houfe, where there was nothing grand or fupcr- 
fluou€, but every thing neat and agreeable ; there I 
led a life perfedlly folitary. At firft, the time hung 
very heavy on njiy hands, and I wanted all kind of 
employment, and I had very like to have fallen into • 
the height of the vapours, from no other reafbn, , 
hut from want of knowing what to do with myfelf. . 
But when I had lived here a little time, I found 
Aich a calmnefs in my mind, and fuch a difference ' 
between this, and the rtftlefs anxieties I had expe- 
rienced in a court, that I began to fhare the tran* 
quillity that vifibly appeared in every thing round 
me. I (ct myfelf to do works 6f fancy, and td 
raife little flower-gardens, with many fuch innocent 
rural amuiements ; which, although they are no£ 
capable of affording any great pl^fure, yet they 
give that {^retit turn to the mind^ which J thinl^ 
much preferable to any thing elfe human nature is 
made fufceptible of. I now refolved to fpend the 
reft of my days here, and that nothing fbould allure 
me from this fweet retirement, . to be again toffed 
about with tempeiluous paffions of any kind. Whilft 
I was in this fiiuation, my lord Piercy, the earl of 
Northumberland's eldeft fon, by an accident of lof- 
ing his way after a fox chafe, was met by my fa- 
ther^ aboot.a mile from our hou(e 5 he came home 
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' with hiniy only with a deiign of dining with u?, 
'but was fo taken with me, that he (laid three days. 
' I had too much experience in all aiFairs of this kiod, 

* not to fee prefently the influence I had on him ; but 

* I was at that time fo entirely free from all ambition, 

* that even the profped of being a countefs had no 
' cffe€t on me ; and I then thought nothing in the 
' world could have bribed me to have changed my 

* way of life. This young lord, who was juft in his 
' bloom, found his pailion £:> Ib-ong, he could not en- 
' dure a long abfence, but returned again in a week, 
' and ende^avoured by all the means he could think 

* of, to engage me to return his affe^on. He ad- 
' dreiTed me with that tendernefs and refpe^, which 
' women on earth think can flow from nothing but 
' real love ; and very of:en told me, that unlefs he 
' could be fo happy, as by his afliduity and care to 

* make himfelf agreeable to me, although he knew 
' my father would eagerly embrace any propofal from 
' him, yet he would fuffer that laft of miferies^ of 

* never feeing me more, rather than owe his own 

* happinefs to any thing that might be the leaft cdn- 

* tradition to my inclinations. This manner of pro- 
' ceeding had fomething in it ib noble, and ^generous^ 
' that by degrees it raifed a fenfatiop in me, which I 
' know not how to defcribe, nor by what name to 

* call it ; it was nothing like my -former paflion ; for 

* there was no turbulence, ho uneafy waging nights 

* attending it, but all I could with honour grant to 

* oblige him, appeared to me to be jufUy due to his 

* truth and love, and more the tStOt of gratitude, 

* than of any deiire of my own. The character I 
' had heard of him from my father, at my firfl re- 
^ turning to England, in difcour£ng of the young no^ 
' bility, convinced me, that if I was his wi&, I 

* fhould have the perpetual fatisfadion of knowing 

* every adiqn of his muft be approved by all the 
^ feniible part of mankind ; fo that very foonlbegan 
' to have no fcruple left, but that of leaving my lit- 
' tie fcene of quietnefs, and venturing again into the 

* world. . But this, by his continual application and 

* fub. 



WORLD TO THE NEXT, &c. 321 

' fubmifiive behaviour, by degrees entirely vanished, 
' and I agreed He fhould take his own time to break 
' it to my father, whofe confent he was not long in 
^ obtaining ; for fuch a match Was by no means to be 
' refufed. There remained nothing now to be done, 
^ but to prevail with the earl of Northumberlahd to 
' comply with what his fon fo ardently defired ; for 
■ which purpofe, he fet out immediately for London, 
and begged it as the greatefl favour, that I would 
accompany my father, who was alfo to go thither 
the week following. I could not refufe his requeft, 
and as foon as we arrived in town, he flew to me 
with the greatcft raptures, to inform me his father 
was (b good, that finding his happinefs depended 
on his anfwer, he had given him free leave to aft 
in this affair as would befl pleafe himfelf, and that 
he had now no obdacle to prevent his wiihes. It 
was then the beginning of the winter, and the time 
for our marriage was fixed for the latter end of 
March ; the confent of all parties made his acceft 
to me very oafy, and we converfed together both 
with innocence and pleafure. As his fondnefs was 
fo ereat, that he contrived all the methods pofiible 
to keep me continually in his fight, lie told me one 
morning, he was commanded by his father to dt^ 
tend him to court that evening,- and begg*d I would 
be fo good as to meet him there. I was now fo 
ufed to aft as he would have me, that I made no 
difficulty of complying with his defire. Two days 
after this, I was very much fiirprifed at perceiving 
fuch a melancholy in his countenance, and altera*, 
tion in his behaviour, as I could no way account 
for ; but by importunity, at lafl, I got from him« 
that cardinal Wolfey, for what reafon he knew not, 
had peremptorily forbid him to think any more of 
me : and when he urged that his father was not difl 
pleafed with it, the cardinal, in his imperious man- 
ner, anfwered him, he fhould give his father fuch 
convincing reafons, why it would be attended with 

treat inconveniencies, that he was fure he could 
ring him to be of his opinion,. On which he 
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* turned from him, and gave him no opportunity of 

* replying. I could not imagine whatdefign the car- 
' dinal could have in intermeddling in this match; 
' and I was ftill more perplexed to find that my fa- 
' ther treated my lord Piercy with much more cold- 

* nefs than afual ; ' he too faw it, and we both won- 

* dered what could poffibly be the caufe of all this. 

* But it was not long before the my fiery was all madd 

* clear by my father, who iendine for me one day 
' into his chamber, let me, into a kcret which was a§ 

* little wilhed for asexpeded ; he began with the fur- 

* prifing effeftsof youih and beauty, and the mad- 
' nefs of letting go thofe advantages they might pro- 
« cure us, till it was too late, when we might wifti iil 

* vain to bring them back again. I ftood amazed at 

* this beginning; he faw my confufion, and bid me 
' fit down and attend to what he w^s going to tell 

* me, which was of the gre^teft confequence ; and he 

* hoped I would be wife enough to follow his advice, 
^ and a£t as he fiiould think beft for my future weU 
' fare.' He then a(ked me, if I ihould not be much 
' pleafed to be a queen ? I anfwered with the greated 

* earneftnefs^ that fo far from it, I would not live ia 
' a court again to be th« greateft queen in thr world p 
' that I had a lover who was both defirous and able 

* to raife my ftation even beyond my wifiias. I found 

* this difcourfe was very difpleafing ; my father 
' frowned, and called me a romantic fool, and faid; 
' if I would hearken to him he could make me a 
'* queen ; for the cardinal had told him, that the 

< king, from the time he faw me at court the othei* 
' night, liked me j and intended to get a divorce 

* from his wife, and to put me in her place ; and 
' ordered him to find fome method to make me i 

* maid of honour to her prcfent majeftyj that in the 
' mean time he might have an opportunity of feeing 

* me. It is impoffible to exprefs the aftoni(hment 
« thefe words threw me into ; and notwithftanding 

< that the moment before, when it appeared at (6 

* great a dift^nce, I was very ilncerc in my declara- 

* tion, how much it was againft my will t/o be raifed 

» fo 
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fo high ; yet now the profpeft came nearer, I con-* 
fefs my heart fluttered, and my eyes were dazzie'd 
with a view of being feated on a throne. My ima- 
gination prefented before me all the pomp, power, 
and greatnefs, that attend a crown ; and I was fo 
perplexed, I knew not what to anfwer, but re- 
mained as iilent as if I had loft the nfe of my 
fpeech. My fatlier, who guefled what it was that 
made me in this condition, proceeded to bring all 
the arguments he thought moft likely to bend me 
to his will ; at laft, I recovered from this dream of 
grandeur, and begged him by all the moft endear- 
ing names I could think of, not to urge me dif- 
honourably to for fake the man, who I was con- 
vinced would raife me to an empire, if in his power, 
and who had enough in his power to give me all I 
de/ired. But he was deaf to all 1 could fay, ahid 
infifted, that by next week, I (hould prepare my- 
fclf to go to court : he bid me coniider of it, and not 
prefer a ridiculous n6tion of honour to the real in- 
tereft of my whole family, but, above all things, 
not to difclofe what he had trufted me with. On 
which, he left me to my own thoughts. When! 
was alone, Ircfledled how little real tendernefs this 
behaviour ftiewed to me, whofe Jiappinefs he did 
not at all confulf ; but only looked on me as a lad- 
der, on which he could climb to the height of his 
own ambitious defires : and when I thought on his 
fondnefs for me in my infancy, I could impute it 
to nothing, but either the liking nae as a play-thing, 
or the gratification of his vanity in my beauty. 
But I was too much divided between a crown and 
my engagements to lord Piercy, to fpend much 
time in thinking of any thing clfe ; and although 
my father had pofitively forbid me, yet, when he 
came next, I could not help acquainting him with 
all that had pafTed, with the referve only of th'i^ 
ftruggle in my own mind on the firft mention of 
being a queen, I expefted he would have received 
the news with the greatcft agonies ; -but he fhevyecl 
no vaft emotion ; however. He could not hcl^ tuta- 
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' ing pale; and> 'taking me by the hand^ looked at 
' mc with an air of tendemefs, and faid. If being a 
' queen will make yea happy, and it is in your power 
' to be fo, I would not for the world prevent it> let 

* me fufFer what I will. This amazing greatnefs of 
' mind had on me quite the contrary effefl, from 
' what it ought to have httd : for inflead of increaf- 
' ing my love for him» it almod put an end to it ; 
' and I began to think» if he could part with me, 
' the matter .was not much. And^I am convinced, 
^ when any man gives up the pofleflion of a woman, 

* whofe conient he has once obtained, let his motive 

* be ever fb generous, he will difoblige her. I could 

* not help (hewing my diflratisfa6tion,.and told him, 
' I was very glad this affair fat fo eafily on him. He 

* had not power to anfwer, but was fo fuddenly llruck 
« with this uDCxpefted ill-natured turn I gave his be- 
' haviour, that he flood amazed for fome time, and 
« then: bowed and lefb me. Now was I a^ain left to 
' my own reflexions ; but to make any thing intelli- 
' gible out of them^ is quite impoffible ; I wiilicd to 
' be a queen, and wifhed I might. not be one; I 

* would have my lord Piercy happy without me ; and 

* yet I would not hlive the power of ipy charms be fo 

* weak, that he could bear the thbught of life after 

* being difappointed in my love-. Sot the refuft of. 
^ all thefe confufed thoughts was a refoltxtion to obey 
' my father. 1 am afraid there was not much duty 

* in the cafe, though at that time I was obliged to take 

* hold of that fmall (hadow, to fave me from look- 

* ing on my own adions in the' true light. .When 
' my lover came again, I looked on him with that 

* coldncis that he could not bear, on purpofe to rid 

* myfelf of all importunity :• for fince I had refolved 
' to ufe him ill, I regarded him as the monument of 

* my fhame, and his very look appeared to me to 

* upbraid me. My father foon carried me to court ; 

* there I had no very hard part to ad ; for with the 
^ experience I had of mankindi I could End no great 
' difliculty in managing a man who liked me, and 
' for whom I not-^ only did not care, but had an utter 

. . * aver- 
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* averflon to : but this averfion he believed to be vir- 

* tue ; for how credulous is a.man who has an incli- 

* nation to believe ? And I took care fometimes to 
« drop words of cottages and love, and how happy 

* the woman was who fixed her affedlions on a man 

* in fuch a ftation of life, that Ihe might, (how her 

* love, without being, fufpedled of hypocrify or mer- 

* cenary views. All this was twallowed very eafily 

* by the amorous king, who pulhed, on .the divorce 

* with the utmoft impetuofity, although the aiFair 

* lafted a good while, and 1 remained moft part of the 

* time behind the curtain. Whenever the king men- 
« tioned it to me, 1 ufed fuch arguments againfl it, 

* as I thought the moft likely to make him the more 

* eager for it ; begging, that unlefs his tonfcience 

* was really touched, he would not on my account 
« give any grief to his virtuous queen ; for in being 

* her handmaid, I thought myfelf highly honoured ; 

* and that I would not only forego a crown, but even 

* give up the pleafure of ever feeing him more, ra- 

* ther than wrong my royal millrefs. This way of 

* talking, joined to his eager defire to pofTefs my per- 
' fon, convinced the king fo ftrongly of my exalted 
-* merit, that he thought it a mefitorious ad to dif- 

* place the woman (whom he could not have fo good 

* an opinion of, becaufe he was tired of her) and to 

* put me in her place. After about a year's flay at ' 

* court, as the king's love to me began to be talked 

* of, it was thought proper to remove me, that there 

* might be no umbrage given to the queen's party; 

* I was forced to comply with this, though greatly 

* againfl my will ; for I was very jealous that abfence 

* might change the king's mind. I retired again with 

* my father to his country-feat, but it had no longer ^ 

* thofe charms for me which I once enjoyed there ; 

* for my mind was now too much taken up with am- 
' bition to make room for any other thoughts. Dur- 

* ing my flay here, my royal lover often iient gentle- 

* men to me with meiTages and letters, which I al- 

* ways anfwered in the manner I thought would beft 

* bring about zny defigns, which were to come back 
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*. again to court. In all the letters that pafTed be- 

* tween us, there was fomething fo kingly and com- 
' manding in his, and fo deceitful and fubmiiTive in 

* mine, that I fometimes could not help refledlingon 

* the difference betwixt this correfpondence and that 
' . with lord Piercy ; yet I was fo prefled forward by 

* the defire of a crown, I could not think of turn- 
' ing back. In all I wrote, I continually praifed 
^ his refold tion of letting me be at a diftance fronr 
' him., fince>ac this time it conduced indeed to my 
*' honour ; but what was of ten times more weight 

* with me, I thought it was nece/Tary for his; and 

* I would fooner iuffer any thing in the world than 

* be any means of hurt to him, either in his intcrcft i 

* or reputation. I always gave him feme hints of ill 

* health, with fome reflections how neceffary the peace 

* of the mind was to that of the body. By thcfc 

* nieans, I brought him to recal me again by the ^ 
'•-mod abfolute command, which I for a little time 

* artfully delayed, (for I knew the impatience of his 

* temper would not bear any contradidion ;) till he 
' made my father in a manner force me to what I 

* moft wiihed, with the utmofl appearance of reluA- 

* ance on my fide. When I had gained this point, 1 

* began to think which way I could feparate the king 

* from the queen, for hitherto they lived in the fame 

* houfe. The lady Mary the queen's daughter, bc- 

* ing then about iixteen, I fought for emiffaries of 

* her own age that I could confide in, to inftil into 
' her mind difrefpedlful thoughts of her father, and 

* make a jeft of the tendernefs of his confcience about 
•' the divorce. I knew flic had naturally flrong paf- 

* fions, and that young people of that age are apt to 
' think thofe that pretend to be their friends are 

* really fo, and only fpeak their minds freely ; I af- 
' terwards contrived to have every word ftie fpoke of 
*. him carried to the king; who took it all as I could 

* wi(h, and fancied thofe things did not come at £rft 
' from the young lady but from her mother. He 
' would often talk of it to me, and I agreed with him 
' in his fentiments; but then, as agreatproof of my 

3 * good- 
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goodnefs, I always endeavoured to excufe her, by 
faying, a lady fo long time ufed to be a royal 
queen, might naturally be a little exafperated with 
thofe Ihe fancied would throw her from that fta- 
tion (he fo juftly deferved. By thefe fort of plots, 
I found the way to make the king angry with the 
queen j for nothing is eaiier than to make a man 
angry with a woman he wants to be rid of, and 
who Hands in the way between him and his plea- 
fures : fo that now the king, on the pretence of the 
queen's obilinacy, in a point where his confcience 
^ was fo tenderly concerned, parted with her. Every 
' thing was now plain before, me ; I had nothing far- 
ther to do but to let the king alone to his own de- 
' fires ; and I had no reafon to fear, fince they had 
' carried him (o far, but that they would urge him 
' on to do twtry thing [ aimed it. I was created mar- 
^ chionefs of Pembroke. This dignity fat very eafy on 
; me ; for the thoughts of a much higher title took 
\ from me all feeling of this ; and I looked upon be- 
' ing a marchionefs as a trifle ; not that I faw the 
' bauble in its true light, but becaufe it fell ihort of 
' what I had figured to myfelf T fhould foon obtain. 
^ The king's deiires grew very impatient, and it was 
' not long before I was privately married to him« I 

* was no fooner his wife, than I found all the queea 

* come upon me ; I felt myfelf confcious of royalty, 
' and even the fices of my moft intimate acquaintance 

* feemed to me to be quite ftrange. I hardly knew 

* them, height had turned my head, and I was like 
' a man placed on a monument,, to whofe fight all 

* creatures at a great diftance below him, appear like 

* fo many little pigmies crawling about on the earth ; 

* and the profpedt fo greatly delighted me, that I 

* did not prefently conuder, that in both cafe.s dc- 

* fcending a few Aeps eredled by human hands would 
' place us in the number of thofe very pigmies who 
f appeared fo defpicable. Our marriage was kept 

* private for fome time, for it was not thought pro- 

* per to make it public (the aff^vir of the divorce not 
^ being iiniihed) till the birth of isy daughter Eliza- 



32^ A JOURNEY FROM THIS 

* beth made it neceifary. But all who faw me knew 

* ic ; for my manner of fpeaking and adding was fo 

* much changed with my ftation^ that all around me 

* plainly perceived, I was fure I was a queen. While 

* It was a fecret, I had yet fomethin^ to wifh for ; I 

* could not be perfeftly fatisfied, till afi the world was 

* acquainted with my fortune : but when my corona- 

* tion was over, and I was raifed to the height of my 

* ambition, inftead of finding myfelf happy, I was 
' in reality more miferable than ever; for befides that 

* the averiion I had naturally to the king was much 
^ more difficult to diEemble after marriage than be- 

* fore, and grew into a perfect deteftation, my imagi- 
•" nation, which had thus warmly purfucd a crown, 
« grew cool when I was in the pofleffion of it, and 

* gave me time to refleft what mighty ntatter I had 

* gained by all this bufUe ; and I often ufed to think 

* myfelf in the cafe of the fox-hanter, who when he 

* has toiled and fweated all day in the chafe, as if 

* fome unheard-of bleili'ng was to crown his fuccefs, 

* finds at laft, all he has got by his labour is a ilink-> 
« ing naufeou>-animal. But my condition 'was yet 
« worfe than his ; for he leaves the loathfome wretch 

* to be torn by his hounds, whilft I was obliged to 

* fondle mine, and meanly pretend him to be the ob- 

* jedt of my love. For the whole time I was in this 
' envied, this exalted flate, I led a continual life of 

* hypocrify, which I now know nothing on eirth can 

* compenfate. I had no companion but the man I 

* hated. I dared not difclofe my fentiments to any 

* perfon about me ; nor did any one prefume to enter 

* into any freedom of cpnverfation with me; but all 
' who fpoke to me, talked to the queen, and not to 

* me; for they would have faid juft the fame things 

* to a drefs'd-up puppet, if the king had taken a fan- 

* cy to call it his wife. And as I knew every woman 

* in the court was my enemy, from thinking ihe 

* had much more right than I had to the place I fill- 
« ed, I thought myfelf as unhappy, as if^f had been 

* placed in a wild wood, where there was no human 

* creature for me to fpeak to> in a continual fear of 

' leav- 
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leaving any traces of ray footfteps, left I ihould be 
found by feme dreadful monfter, or ftung by fnakes 
and adders : for fuch are fpiteful women to the ob- 
jects of their envy. In this worft of all fituations, 
1 was obliged to hide my melancholy, and appear 
chearful. This threw me into an error the other 
way, and I fometimes fell inio a levity in my be- 
haviour, that was afterwards made ufe of to my 
di fad vantage. I had a fon dead-born, which I per- 
ceived abated fomething of the king's ardor ; for 
his temper could not brook the leaft difappoint- 
ment. This gave me no unealinefs ; for not con- 
fidering the confequences, I could' not help being- 
beft pleafed when 1 had leaft of his company. Af- 
terwards I found he had caft his eyes on one of my 
maids of honour ; and whether it was owing to* 
any art of her's, or only to the king's violent paf- 
fions, I was in the end ufed even worfe than my 
former miftrefs had been by my means. The decay 
of the king's affe^lion was prefently feen by all 
thofe court-fycophants who pontinuaily watch the 
motions of royal eyes ; and the moment they found 
they could be heard againft me, they turned my 
: moft innocent anions and words, nay, even my very 
looks, into proofs of the blackeft crimes. The 
' king, who was impatient to enjoy his new love, lent 
' a willing car to all myaccufers, who found ways of 
' making him jealous that I was falfe to his bed. He 
' would not fo eafily have believed any thing a|;ainft 
' me before, but he was now glad to flatter hunfelf 
^ that he had foundareafbn todojuftwhat he had 
^ refolved upon without a reafon ; and on fome flight . 
^ pretences, and hear-fay evidence, I was fent to the 

* Tower, where the lady who was my greateft ene- 

^ my> was appointed to watch me, and lie in the\ 
' fame chamber with. me. This was really as bad ar 
' punifliment as my death. ; for flie infulted me witlr 

* thofe keen reproaches, and fpiteful witticifms, which 
' threw me into fuch vapours and violent fiir,. ':hat 
^ I knew not what I uttered in this conditions. She 

* pretended, 1 had confefs'd talking ridiculous. ft a^ 
Vol, V> CL ^. >*i^^ijw 
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* with a fet of low fellows, whom I had hardly ever 

* taken notice of, as could have impofed on none but 
' fuch as were ;refolved to believe. I was brought 

* to my trial, and to blacken me the more, accnfed 

* of converfing criminally with my own brother, 
. * whom indeed I loved extremely well, but never 

* looked on him in any other light than as my friend. 
' However, I was condemned to be beheaded, or 
' burnt, as the king pleafed ; and he was gracioufly 
' pleafed, from the great remains of hiis love, to chiife 

* the mildeft fentence. I was much lefs (hocked at 

* this manner of ending my life, than I ihould have 

* been in any other Hation : but I had had fo little en- 
^ joyment from the time I had been a queen, that 

* death was the lefs dreadful to me. The chief things 

* that lay on my confcience, were the arts I made ufc 
' of to induce the king to part with the queen, my 

* ill ufage of lady Mary, and my jilting lord Piercy. 

* However, I endeavoured to calm my mind as well 
' as I could, and hoped thefe crimes would be for* 

* given me : for in oiher re^£b I had led a very in- 
^ nocent life, and always did all the gpod-natur^d ac- 
^ tions I found an opportunity of doing. From the 

* time I had it in my power, I gave a great deal o£ 

* money amongft the poor, I prayed very devoutly, 

* and went to my execution very compofedly. Thus 
^ I loil my life at the age of twenty-nint, in which 

* ihort time I believe I went through more variety of 

* fcencs, than many people who liv^ to be very old. 

* I hqd lived in a court, where I fpent my time in co- 
*■ q^uetry and gaiety :. I had experienced what it was to 
^ have one of thofe violent paflions which makes the 
^ mind all turbulence and anxiety. I had had a lover 

* whom ]^efleeBled and valued, and at the latter part 

* of my life, I was railed to a Nation as high as the 
*■ vaineil woman could wiih.. Boc in all theie various 

* changes, I never enjoyed any real fatisfadion, un- 

* lefs in the little time I lived retired in the country 

* free from all* noife and hurry ; and while I was con- 

* fcious I was the objed of the lov« and. eftcem of a 
' man of fen fe a^d honour.' 

. •On 
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On the conclufion of this hiftpry, Minos paufed 
for a fmall time, and then ordered the gate tb be 
thrown open for Anne Bullen's admittance ; on the 
confideration, that whoever had fafFered being a queen 
for four years, and been fenfible during all that time 
of the real mifery which attends that exalted flation, 
ought to be forgiven whatever ihe had done to obtain 
it*. 

* Here ends this curious manufcript ; the reft being deflroyed 
in rolling up pens, tobacco, &c. It is to be hoped, heedlefs peo« 
pk will henceforth be more cautious what they burn or ufe to o- 
ther vile purpofes ; efpecially when tliey confider the fate which 
had like to have befallen the divine Milton } and that the works 
of Homer were probably difcovered in fome chandUr's (hop ia 
Greece, 
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